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In this pawsitively groundbreaking study, we aimed to uncover the potential correlation between the 
distance separating Mercury and Earth and the number of veterinary assistants in North Dakota. 
Utilizing data from Astropy and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, we embarked on a whimsical journey 
to unveil the celestial pawprints on the fur-tastic world of veterinary employment. Analyzing the data
from 2003 to 2022, we discovered a correlation coefficient of 0.6192970 along with a p-value less 
than 0.01. This indicates a surprisingly strong correlation between the distance of the two planets 
and the number of veterinary assistants in the northern plains. Our findings shed light on this un-fur-
tunately overlooked connection and reveal an enchanting intertwining of celestial bodies and earthly 
professions. As we unraveled this cosmic correlation, we couldn't help but ponder: "Did the pun-
loving cats of the universe pawsitively influence this connection?" In conclusion, our research not 
only demonstrates the link between planetary proximity and employment in the veterinary field but 
also hints at a whimsically mysterious, yet purr-haps logical, explanation behind this correlation. As 
we eagerly pawnder the implications of our findings, we hope this paper adds a dash of humor and 
curiosity to the ever-expanding universe of scientific inquiry.

The field of astroveterinary economics is a
niche,  yet  enticing  realm  where  the
cosmos and earthly matters  converge in
unforeseen  ways.  As  we  delve  into  this
peculiar  domain,  we aim to  unleash the
interstellar  secrets  that  may  impact  the
livelihoods of our four-legged companions
and those who care for them. But before
we chase our tails too far, let's remember:
what do you call a veterinarian on a tight
budget? A "petticurist"! Oh, the purr-ils of
academic puns.

Our  study  investigates  the  relation
between the distance separating Mercury
and Earth and the number of veterinary
assistants  in  the  state  of  North  Dakota.
Though  seemingly  disparate,  these  two
variables intertwined and embarked on a
celestial dance that left us feline curious

about potential correlations. As we set out
on  this  journey,  we  pondered  whether
gravitational forces could possibly extend
their  influence  beyond  planetary  motion
to  impact  the  job  market  for  our  furry
friends' caretakers.

Surprisingly,  the  concept  of  celestial
bodies  impacting  earthly  matters  is  not
entirely far-fetched. Who knows, perhaps
Mercury's swift orbit has inspired a need
for efficient responses in veterinary care,
prompting  the  increase  in  assistants  in
North  Dakota.  As  we  charted  the  data
from  our  earthly  abode,  analyzing
numbers with the precision of a surgeon,
we  couldn't  help  but  wonder:  "What  do
you call a veterinarian who can only work
on  one  animal  at  a  time?  A  slow-poke-
tarian!"
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The  findings  of  this  research  not  only
open the door to unconventional thinking
but  also  emphasize  the
interconnectedness  of  seemingly
unrelated  phenomena.  It's  almost  like
uncovering the hidden purrspective of the
universe.  We  hope  that  our  endeavor
inspires others to explore unconventional
connections and embrace a bit of whimsy
amidst  the  rigors  of  scientific  inquiry.
After all,  who says science can't  have a
little fun?

LITERATURE REVIEW

Smith  and  Doe  (2005)  delve  into  the
complexities  of  interplanetary
relationships in their study "Astrophysical
Effects  on  Earthly  Phenomena."  They
provide  a  theoretical  framework  for
understanding  how  celestial  movements
may  impact  earthly  affairs,  though  they
curiously  neglect  to  mention  anything
about the influence of planetary positions
on veterinary care in  North Dakota.  It's
almost  as  if  they  missed  out  on  the
"pawsibilities"! 

The  work  of  Jones  (2010)  in  "Celestial
Mechanics  and  its  Terrestrial
Ramifications"  further  delves  into  the
potential effects of planetary distances on
earthly  events,  focusing  on gravitational
forces and their impact on various aspects
of  life.  However,  much  to  our  dismay,
there is nary a mention of the implications
for the veterinary industry.  It's a missed
opportunity  for  some  "out-of-this-world"
insights into the world of animal care!

Turning  an  astronomical  eye  to  more
public  literature,  we  found  "Cosmic
Connections:  The  Celestial  Symposium"
by  Starry  McStarry  (2018).  While  this
work  primarily  focuses  on  the
metaphorical  connections  between
celestial bodies and human emotions, we
couldn't  help  but  think  about  the  real-
world  implications  for  our  feline  and
canine  companions.  Perhaps  it's  time to
extend  the  cosmic  symposium  to  the
realm of veterinary assistance – after all,
who wouldn't want a celestial helper in a
clinic? 

On the fictional front, "Galactic Guide to
Grooming:  A  Vet's  Journey  Through
Space" by Luna Tailwagger (2016) takes a
whimsical and highly improbable look at
how  interstellar  travel  impacts  pet
grooming  practices.  While  entirely
fictitious,  this  piece  pawsitively  tickled
our  funny  bone  and made us  wonder  if
Mercury's  proximity  to  Earth  has  any
impact on the grooming habits of  North
Dakota's pets. hey, anything's possible in
the world of veterinary care!

In  an  attempt  to  leave  no  paw  stone
unturned,  we  also  considered  sources
outside  the  traditional  academic  realm.
"The  Alchemy  of  Animals:  Planetary
Influences  on  Pet  Health"  by  Crystal
Ballgazer (2012) provides a unique, if not
entirely  scientifically  rigorous,
perspective  on  the  interactions  between
celestial  bodies  and  animal  well-being.
While  we  approached  this  source  with
skepticism, we couldn't help but marvel at
the creativity and wondered if maybe, just
maybe,  there's  more  to  this  celestial
connection than meets the eye.
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And  of  course,  who  could  forget  the
compelling read of  the fine print  on the
backs  of  shampoo  bottles  during  our
extensive  literature  review?  While  the
association  between  planetary  proximity
and  veterinary  assistants  may  not  have
been  explicitly  mentioned,  we  did
discover  that  "lather,  rinse,  repeat"  may
have  unexplored  implications  for
statistical  methods  -  after  all,  repetition
seems  to  be  the  key  to  uncovering
celestial secrets, doesn't it?

It's  clear  that  the  link  between  the
distance of Mercury from Earth and the
number of veterinary assistants in North
Dakota  is  a  topic  that  has  been
overlooked  in  traditional  astrophysical
and veterinary studies. While our inquiry
may  have  begun  as  a  light-hearted
pursuit,  the  unexpectedly  "pawsitive"
results have sparked our curiosity and led
us down a rabbit hole, or should we say, a
"rabbit-eared  asteroid"  of  unexplored
correlations.

METHODOLOGY

To  unravel  the  mysterious  link  between
the  distance  separating  Mercury  and
Earth  and  the  number  of  veterinary
assistants in North Dakota, we employed
an  astroveterinary-economic  approach,
combining  elements  of  astrophysics,
economics,  and  a  sprinkling  of  whimsy.
The  first  step  in  our  mad  scientist-like
concoction  was  to  gather  data  from
reputable  sources  such  as  Astropy  and
the Bureau of  Labor  Statistics.  We then
applied rigorous statistical analyses, or as
we  like  to  call  it,  "astro-meowical  arf-
nalysis,"  to  dissect  this  peculiar
connection.

With the celestial  aspect of our study in
mind,  we  committed  to  meticulously
tracking the distances between Mercury
and Earth over the years 2003 to 2022.
From  Astropy,  we  obtained  precise
metrics,  calculating  the  planetary
proximity  with  a  level  of  precision  that
even  the  most  astute  astrological
soothsayer  would  envy.  As  we  dived

deeper  into  this  cosmic  tapestry,  we
couldn't help but ask ourselves: "Why was
the  math  book  sad?  Because  it  had  too
many problems!"

Simultaneously, we delved into the earthly
realm  of  North  Dakota's  veterinary
assistant employment data,  marveling at
the astonishing journey of this profession
as it evolved over the years. Utilizing the
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  we
meticulously  traced  the  trajectory  of
veterinary  assistant  numbers,  holding
magnifying  glasses  to  the  statistical
footprints with a zeal usually reserved for
uncovering interstellar mysteries.

In  order  to  determine  the  correlation
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables,  we  conducted  a  series  of
rigorous  statistical  tests,  including
Pearson's  correlation  coefficient  and
multiple  regression  analysis.  The
statistical analyses were performed with a
dedication  that  rivaled  a  canine's
unwavering  commitment  to  a  game  of
fetch. As we toiled through the numbers,
we  pondered:  "What  did  the  calculator
say to the student? You can count on me!"

Furthermore,  we  utilized  sophisticated
econometric models to control for various
confounding  factors,  ensuring  that  our
findings  werewolfishly  robust.  This
involved navigating through the labyrinth
of  regression  equations,  with  each  step
taken leading us closer to uncovering the
unearthly secrets behind these enigmatic
correlations.

Lastly,  as  a  tertiary  validation  of  our
findings,  we  consulted  with  esteemed
astroveterinary  experts  and  seasoned
economists  to  scrutinize  the
methodology's  celestial  and  economic
rigor,  ensuring that  our study soared to
cosmic heights while also standing firmly
on the solid bedrock of economic analysis.
After all, even in the realm of unexpected
correlations, it never hurts to have a little
"purr-fessional" advice now and then!

RESULTS
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The correlation analysis conducted on the
relationship  between  the  distance
separating  Mercury  and  Earth  and  the
number of veterinary assistants in North
Dakota yielded a correlation coefficient of
0.6192970,  with  an  r-squared  value  of
0.3835288, and a remarkably low p-value
of  less  than  0.01.  It  seems  that  the
gravitational pull of planetary bodies may
not  be  limited  to  celestial  mechanics
alone, but may extend to the earthly labor
force as well. It's as if Mercury's orbit is
calling for some extra helping paws in the
veterinary field! 

The  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  illustrates  the
striking  correlation  between  the
variables,  showcasing  a  pattern
reminiscent  of  the  cosmic  dance
performed by planets and their satellites.
It's heartwarming to see celestial bodies
and  earthly  vocations  come  together  in
such a delightful waltz – or should we say,
a "paw-ltzing" alignment of the stars?

Our  findings  beckon  us  to  contemplate
the  whimsically  mysterious,  palpably
logical,  and downright  punny aspects  of
this  unexpected  correlation.  Could  it  be
that Mercury's proximity to Earth triggers
an  astrologically  inspired  surge  in  the
need  for  veterinary  assistance  in  North
Dakota?  It  seems  that  the  universe  has
been scratching its celestial chin over this
enigma  –  more  like  a  "purrr-plexing"
mystery, wouldn't you say?

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In uncovering this curious connection, we
have not only elucidated the influence of

planetary proximity on earthly professions
but  also  illuminated  the  endearing
interplay between terrestrial occupations
and  interstellar  occurrences.  This
discovery  opens  up  a  whole  galaxy  of
possibilities  for  future  research  and
invites  us  to  embrace  the  unexplored
wonders  of  the  astroveterinary  world.
After  all,  why  should  scientists  have  all
the  fun,  when  you  can  paws  and
appreciate the magical intricacies of the
cosmos!

DISCUSSION

Our  study  has  unearthed  a  significant
correlation  between  the  distance
separating  Mercury  and  Earth  and  the
number of veterinary assistants in North
Dakota, confirming and building upon the
pioneering work of Smith and Doe (2005)
and Jones (2010). It appears that celestial
mechanics  may  indeed  play  a  role  in
shaping  earthly  vocations,  offering  a
whole  new  dimension  to  the  phrase
"universal  employment  opportunities."
The cosmic feline conspiracy to influence
earthly affairs may not be such a far-flung
theory after all  -  it  seems that even the
universe has a sense of humor, or shall we
say, "paw-some" employment strategies!

The  correlation  coefficient  of  0.6192970
that we've uncovered aligns closely with
the  theoretical  frameworks  proposed  by
Smith and Doe, highlighting the potential
influence  of  celestial  movements  on
terrestrial  phenomena.  As  for  the
unexpectedly  low  p-value,  it  seems  that
statistical  evidence has joined the ranks
of celestial bodies in revealing the secrets
of  planetary influence on earthly affairs.
It's  as  if  the stars  have aligned to  shed
light  on  this  unlikely  connection,  or
should  we  say,  "astrolighted"  our
understanding of the cosmos!

While  the  literature  review  may  have
begun as a whimsical pursuit, the study's
results support the idea that the celestial
dance  of  planets  could  indeed  impact
earthly  events,  with  veterinary  care  in
North  Dakota  being  no  exception.  Our
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findings  not  only  corroborate  the
uncharted  territory  identified  by  Luna
Tailwagger's fictional piece on interstellar
pet  grooming  but  also  expand  the  "fur-
stirring"  connections  found  by  Starry
McStarry's work on metaphorical celestial
ties  to earthly events.  It  seems that the
cosmic  symposium  of  veterinary
assistance  has  received  an  unexpected
guest  appearance  from  our  celestial
neighbors - it's a true "pawsitively out-of-
this-world" revelation!

As we attempted to uncover the mysteries
of  this  cosmic  correlation,  we  couldn't
help but feel a sense of amusement at the
absurdity  of  it  all.  Yet,  as  the  results
began to align (much like the planets in
their orbits), it became evident that this
connection  between  planetary  distance
and  veterinary  assistants  is  no  mere
whimsy  but  a  statistically  significant
phenomenon.  The  universe's  affinity  for
"pawsitively"  influencing  earthly  affairs
may  be  more  than  just  a  "planet  of
imagination" after all!

It's clear that our discovery has added a
whimsical  touch  to  the  world  of
astrophysical employment and veterinary
care,  tantalizing  our  curiosity  and
prompting  us  to  "pounce"  on  further
studies  in  this  unexplored  frontier.  It
seems  that  the  cosmic  laughter  of  the
universe is not just for the astrophysicists
–  it's  a  "purr-plexing"  mystery  that
beckons us to explore the unexpected and
embrace  the  "furmidable"  connections
woven throughout the universe.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our research has unearthed
a surprisingly strong correlation between
the distance of Mercury from Earth and
the  number  of  veterinary  assistants  in
North  Dakota.  It  seems  that  when
Mercury comes close, so does the demand
for skilled veterinary care, leaving us to
wonder if planetary movements may have
a paw-sitive impact on the job market. But
who knew that the cosmos also had a say
in veterinary employment? It's almost like

the  universe  is  herding  us  toward  this
discovery through the stars themselves.

Our  findings  raise  an  eyebrow  or  two,
prompting  us  to  consider  whether  the
celestial ballet of the cosmos orchestrates
a  symphony  of  demand  for  skilled
veterinary assistants in North Dakota. As
we tread the mysterious path of planetary
influence  on  earthly  matters,  we  simply
can't  help but think that the universe is
throwing us a bone with this fascinating
correlation. It's like the cosmos is saying,
"Paws  for  a  moment  and  consider  the
implications."

With  the  unveiling  of  this  celestial
connection,  we  are  left  with  an
astrologically-inspired  surge  of  curiosity
about  the  intricate  interplay  between
planetary  proximity  and  the  earthly
workforce.  After  all,  who  can  resist  the
magnetic charm of a correlation as pun-
believable as this?

Therefore, in light of our findings, we are
confident  in  stating  that  no  additional
research  is  necessary  in  this  area.  We
simply cannot bear to overthink this paw-
sitively  enchanting  correlation.  It's  time
to sit back, relax, and let the universe do
the heavy lifting – or should we say, heavy
gravitating  –  when  it  comes  to  the
employment  patterns  of  veterinary
assistants  in  North  Dakota.  After  all,
when  it  comes  to  the  astronomical
employment  market,  the universe seems
to have it all figured out.
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