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Abstract

In this entertaining paper, we delved into the whimsical world of production, planning, and expediting 
clerks in the District of Columbia and their supposed influence on the triumphs of the Washington 
Nationals. With a keen eye for wordplay and wit, we analyzed data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
and Baseball-Reference.com to explore the remarkable correlation between the number of stock clerks 
and the Washington Nationals' wins from 2003 to 2022. Our findings reveal a modest correlation 
coefficient of 0.7115381, with a p-value of less than 0.01, leaving us to marvel at the quirky possibility of a
connection between clerical staffing numbers and baseball success. Join us in this lighthearted journey 
through statistics and sports as we uncover the delightful link between the rise of clerks and the rise to 
victory for the Washington Nationals.
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1. Introduction

On the wacky intersection of  clerical  work
and  America's  favorite  pastime  lies  an
enigmatic  correlation  that  has  confounded
scholars and baseball enthusiasts alike. As
we  venture  into  the  realm  of  production,
planning,  and  expediting  clerks  in  the
District of Columbia, we endeavor to unravel
the  perplexing  relationship  between  their
numbers and the wins accumulated by the
Washington Nationals. This peculiar inquiry
into  the  interconnectedness  of

administrative  staffing  and  baseball
triumphs  promises  to  provide  an  amusing
and, dare I say, clerical experience.

Prosperous baseball  seasons and bustling
clerical  flurries seem worlds apart,  yet  the
enigmatic  numbers  from  the  Bureau  of
Labor  Statistics  and  Baseball-
Reference.com  seemed  to  suggest
otherwise.  With  a  sprinkle  of  statistical
stardust  and a dash of  whimsy,  we pored
over the data from 2003 to 2022, hoping to
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uncover a connection more compelling than
a seamlessly organized filing system.

The  very  notion  that  the  number  of  stock
clerks  might  bear  any  weight  on  the
triumphs of the Washington Nationals is an
entirely unexpected twist in the narrative of
baseball  statistics.  Nevertheless,  our
statistical analysis has yielded a correlation
coefficient of 0.7115381, leaving us bobbing
our heads in amusement as we consider the
possibility  that  stock  clerks  might  be  the
unsung heroes behind the cheering crowds.

As we embark on this research expedition,
let  us  not  forget  that  amidst  the  sea  of
numbers and correlation coefficients lies a
lighthearted journey through the bizarre and
the delightful. So, grab your calculators and
baseball caps as we uncover the whimsical
link between clerical  staffing  numbers and
the crack of the bat. Fasten your seatbelts,
for the statistical rollercoaster ride is about
to commence!

2. Literature Review

The  authors  find  in  "The  Influence  of
Administrative  Support  on  Organizational
Performance"  by  Smith  et  al.  a
comprehensive examination of the impact of
administrative  staffing  levels  on  various
organizational outcomes. While the focus is
not  specifically  on  baseball  victories,  the
study  provides  valuable  insights  into  the
potential  influence  of  clerical  staffing.
However, delving deeper into this area, the
authors turned to a more playful source in
"Clerks and Winning: A Comedic Analysis of
Baseball's  Quirkiest  Connection"  by  Doe
and Jones, where the hilarious exploration
of  clerical  staffing  numbers  and  their
supposed  link  to  sports  victories  offers  a
refreshing  and  light-hearted  take  on  the
subject matter.

On  a  more  unconventional  note,  the
research also draws from non-fiction works
such as "Big  Data,  Big  Wins:  A Statistical

Insight  into  Sports  Success"  and  "Wins,
Wickets, and Workforces: An Unlikely Trio in
Sporting  Achievements"  to  gain  a  broader
understanding of statistical analyses in the
realm  of  sports  performance.  Additionally,
fictional  narratives such as "The Clerks of
Victory" and "The Statistical Slugger's Guide
to Wins"  provide a whimsical  glimpse into
the  curious  intersection  of  clerical  support
and athletic achievements.

Moreover, a notable meme "The Surprised
Stock  Clerk"  has  gained  popularity  online
for  its  amusing  portrayal  of  clerical
situations,  albeit  not  directly  related  to
baseball  success.  Nevertheless,  the  levity
and amusement encapsulated in this meme
align  with  the  spirit  of  this  study,  as  we
navigate  the  unorthodox  and  occasionally
surreal  landscape  of  clerical  staffing  and
baseball triumphs.

3. Our approach & methods

In  our  quest  to  uncover  the  potential
relationship  between  the  number  of
production, planning, and expediting clerks
in the District of Columbia and the wins for
the  Washington  Nationals,  our  research
approach  involved  a  lighthearted  yet
rigorous  analysis  of  statistical  data.  Our
data collection spanned from 2003 to 2022,
and we compiled information primarily from
the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Baseball-
Reference.com. 

To commence this quirky endeavor, we first
obtained  detailed  employment  and  wage
estimates  for  production,  planning,  and
expediting clerks from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics. These estimates provided us with
the  number  of  clerks  employed  in  the
District  of  Columbia  for  each  year  of  our
study,  allowing us to observe any peculiar
trends  that  may  coincide  with  the
noteworthy  exploits  of  the  Washington
Nationals on the baseball field.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Concurrently,  we  delved  into  the  mystical
world of baseball statistics by extracting the
wins and losses accrued by the Washington
Nationals  for  the  same  period  from
Baseball-Reference.com. This allowed us to
capture  the ebbs  and flows of  the  team's
successes  and  setbacks,  seeking  any
whimsical  connections  with  the  staffing
numbers of the clerical realm.

Our  analysis  method  involved  a  charming
concoction  of  statistical  techniques,
including  correlation  analysis  and  time-
series modeling. In essence, we delved into
the  data  with  as  much  fervor  as  a  fan
cheering on a grand slam while crunching
numbers  in  the  bleachers.  We  calculated
the  correlation  coefficient  between  the
number  of  clerks  and  the  Washington
Nationals'  wins, leaving no stone unturned
in our exploration for statistical surprises.

Moreover,  we  cautiously  considered
potential  confounding  factors,  recognizing
that the world of baseball and employment
numbers is  fraught  with unexpected twists
and  turns.  We  sought  to  ensure  that  our
findings  were  not  merely  a  statistical
curveball,  but  rather  a  genuine
manifestation of an entrancing correlation. 

With an abundance of wit and whimsy, we
navigated  through  the  data,  birthing
chuckles and surprise as we uncovered the
potential  link  between  clerical  staffing
numbers and the remarkable victories of the
Washington  Nationals  on  the  baseball
diamond. Our approach to this investigation
was  as  rigorous  as  it  was  entertaining,
encapsulating  the  essence  of  statistical
exploration while infusing a touch of  levity
into our pursuit of knowledge.

4. Results

The  correlation  analysis  between  the
number  of  production,  planning,  and
expediting clerks in the District of Columbia
and  the  wins  accrued  by  the  Washington

Nationals  from  2003  to  2022  yielded  a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.7115381,
indicating  a  moderate  positive  relationship
between  these  two  seemingly  disparate
variables.  Our  compelling  findings  have
peeled  back  the  curtain  to  reveal  the
tantalizing possibility that the diligent clerical
staffing  may,  in  fact,  play  a  role  in  the
fortunes  of  the  beloved  Washington
Nationals.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.5062865  further
underscores  the  robustness  of  this
relationship,  explaining  over  50%  of  the
variance  in  the  number  of  wins  by  the
Nationals.  This  statistical  nugget
tantalizingly  hints  at  the  intriguing  notion
that  the  bustling  activity  of  stock  clerks
might  hold  untold  sway  over  the  fate  of
baseball  games,  a  notion  that  tickles  the
funny bone as much as it  piques scientific
curiosity.

With  a  p-value  of  less  than  0.01,  our
analysis  has  uncovered  a  statistically
significant  relationship  between  these
variables, prompting a raised eyebrow and
perhaps  a  bemused  chuckle  at  the
improbable  yet  captivating  association
between  clerical  duties  and  on-field
triumphs.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  the  illustrious  tradition  of  academic
research,  we  present  Fig.  1,  a  scatterplot
that  visually  encapsulates  the  strong
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positive correlation between the number of
production, planning, and expediting clerks
in the District of Columbia and the wins for
the  Washington  Nationals.  The  scatterplot
adds a  splash of  whimsy to  the steadfast
world  of  statistical  analysis,  reminding  us
that  even  in  the  unyielding  grasp  of  data
points and regression lines, there’s room for
a bit of mirth and wonder.

Our  findings  stand  as  a  testament  to  the
unexpected quirks and eccentricities that lie
within  the  realm  of  statistical  correlations,
breathing life into the notion that be it on the
office  floor  or  the  baseball  diamond,  the
subtle dance of clerical numbers may hold
unforeseen  influence  over  the  rhythm  of
victories  for  our  beloved  Washington
Nationals.

5. Discussion

The  discovery  of  a  significant  positive
correlation  between  the  number  of
production, planning, and expediting clerks
in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  wins
accrued by the Washington Nationals from
2003 to 2022 is an intriguing revelation that
certainly  tickles  the  statistical  funny  bone.
The  modest  correlation  coefficient  of
0.7115381 and the p-value of less than 0.01
align  with  the  whimsical  speculations  put
forth by the delightfully playful "Clerks and
Winning: A Comedic Analysis of Baseball's
Quirkiest  Connection"  by  Doe  and  Jones.
While their approach may have been more
light-hearted,  our  rigorous  statistical
analysis has fervently supported the notion
that clerical staffing and baseball successes
may share a deeper bond than previously
imagined.

It's  apparent  that  the  bustling  activity  of
stock  clerks  might  indeed  hold  sway over
the fate of baseball games, a realization that
prompts us to extend a nod of appreciation
to the levity and amusement encapsulated
in "The Surprised Stock Clerk" meme. This
study  showcases  a  tantalizing  possibility

that even the most lighthearted of musings
can  find  grounding  in  empirical  analysis,
adding  a  genuine  twist  to  the  expected
norms of statistical research.

Moreover, the r-squared value of 0.5062865
emphasizes  the  substantive  impact  of
clerical  staffing  on  the  Washington
Nationals'  victories,  further  enlivening  the
narrative  of  this  unlikely  connection.  The
visual aid of the scatterplot in Fig. 1 not only
provides a straightforward representation of
the  correlation  but  also  injects  a  playful
quality into the steadfast world of statistical
analysis, reminding us that even in the most
serious of pursuits, there's room for a bit of
mirth and wonder.

In line with the unconventional spirit of this
study, our findings serve as a testament to
the  unexpected  quirks  and  eccentricities
that  lie  within  the  realm  of  statistical
correlations,  breathing  life  into  the  notion
that be it on the office floor or the baseball
diamond,  the  subtle  dance  of  clerical
numbers  may  hold  unforeseen  influence
over the rhythm of victories for our beloved
Washington  Nationals.  This  study  bridges
the  gap  between  scholarly  pursuits  and
lighthearted  curiosities,  ultimately
highlighting  the  peculiar  yet  captivating
association between clerical duties and on-
field triumphs.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  inexplicably  delightful
foray into the peculiar relationship between
the  number  of  production,  planning,  and
expediting clerks in the District of Columbia
and  the  victories  of  the  Washington
Nationals  has  left  us  pleasantly  puzzled.
The  correlation  coefficient  of  0.7115381,
coupled  with  a  p-value  of  less  than  0.01,
has presented a statistically consistent  yet
uproariously  absurd  link  between  clerical
staffing  levels  and baseball  success.  Who
would  have  thought  that  the  rhythmic
clickety-clack of  keyboard strokes and the
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crack of the bat could be so harmoniously
intertwined?

As we hang up our calculators and baseball
caps, we can't help but grin at the thought of
a world where the ebb and flow of clerical
duties waltz in sync with the highs and lows
of a baseball season. While our hearts may
be lightened by this whimsical discovery, the
notion of drafting in more clerks to ensure a
winning season might raise a few eyebrows,
or even elicit a raucous guffaw. After all, as
much  as  we  love  statistics,  we  must
remember  that  correlation  does  not  imply
causation, though in this case, we'd love to
entertain the notion.

In the grand tradition of scientific inquiry, we
are left with a hearty chuckle and a resolute
declaration: This paper not only concludes
our research but also asserts that no further
investigations  are  warranted  in  this
exceedingly  merry  and  entirely
preposterous domain  of  study.  As  Charles
Dickens  said,  "The  whole  difference
between construction and creation is exactly
this:  That  a thing constructed can only be
loved  after  it  is  constructed,  but  a  thing
created  is  loved  before  it  exists."  In  this
case, the hilariously unforeseen connection
between clerks and victories has enchanted
us before it could even be fully constructed,
leaving  us  all  the  more  bewitched  by  the
unpredictable  enchantments  of  statistical
inquiry.
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