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Breaking the Ice: A Preliminary Investigation into the Brennon Effect 
on Detroit Red Wings NHL Success
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This study endeavors to scrutinize the potential relationship between the prevalence of the
first  name  "Brennon"  and  the  performance  of  the  Detroit  Red  Wings  in  the  National
Hockey  League  (NHL).  Drawing  on  extensive  data  from  the  US  Social  Security
Administration  and Hockey  Reference  encompassing  the  years  1975 to 2022,  a  robust
correlation  coefficient  of  0.7054231  with  a  significance  level  of  p  <  0.01  has  been
established. The implications of these findings are neither cold nor insipid, as they shed a
tidbit  of  light  on  the  curious  interplay  between  individual  nomenclature  and  athletic
triumph. Our analysis underscores the need for further investigation into the enigmatic
influence  of  nomenclatural  trends  on  sporting  achievements,  inviting  scholars  and
enthusiasts alike to ponder the subtler forces at play in the world of professional sports.

INTRODUCTION

     It is widely acknowledged that success in the
realm of professional  sports  is  the culmination of
numerous  factors,  ranging  from physical  prowess
and strategic acumen to the meticulous alignment of
cosmic forces. While the former two aspects have
been  exhaustively  dissected  in  the  annals  of
sporting  research,  the  latter  remains  somewhat
elusive,  lurking  in  the  realms  of  superstition  and
conjecture. However, the present study endeavors to
cast  a  discerning  eye  on  a  rather  unconventional
variable in the sporting equation – the popularity of
the  first  name  "Brennon"  and  its  potential
correlation to the performance of  the Detroit  Red
Wings in the National Hockey League (NHL). 

     The intersection of nomenclature and athletic
prowess may at  first  glance appear  to be a  rather
frigid and uninviting subject for scholarly inquiry.
Nevertheless,  as  practitioners  of  the  scientific
method, we must remain beholden to the pursuit of
truth,  regardless  of  where  it  may  lead  –  whether

veering into the murky depths of statistical analysis
or  skating  over  the  thin  ice  of  unconventional
hypotheses. Thus, with a measure of humor and a
dollop of earnestness,  we embark upon the frosty
terrain that lies ahead.

     The moniker "Brennon" itself is not without its
idiosyncrasies.  As  an  ensample  of  nomenclatural
evolution,  it  embodies  the  quirks  and caprices  of
human  naming  predilections.  It  is  no  mere
coincidence that this appellation, with its distinctive
double "n," has etched a rather unique path through
the  frozen  tundra  of  nomenclature.  Similarly,  the
Detroit  Red Wings,  with  their  storied history and
endearing  mascot,  the  famous  "Al  the  Octopus,"
bring a touch of color and fervor to the often glacial
world of professional ice hockey, acting as the ideal
subjects for this study's frosty inquiry.

     Furthermore, the veritable ice rink of statistical
analysis and the gusts of hypothesis testing demand
a level of precision akin to that of a skilled figure
skater  executing  a  quadruple  jump.  The  brooding

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



specter  of  random  chance  looms  over  such
endeavors,  threatening to  send the  entire  exercise
careening  into  the  boards  of  statistical
insignificance. Hence,  this study seeks not merely
to present  a  correlation,  but  to  scrutinize the said
correlation  with  the  dispassionate  gaze  of  a
seasoned referee, ensuring that no puck of skewness
or  goal  of  confounding  variables  eludes  our
watchful eye.

     Thus, as the Zamboni of curiosity glides over the
frozen  pond  of  inquiry,  we  invite  the  esteemed
reader  to  set  aside  their  preconceptions  and
prejudices,  and  together  probe  the  frosty  expanse
that lies beyond the boards of conventional wisdom.
For in the frigid embrace of empirical analysis lies
the potential to unearth unexpected truths – truths
that  may,  quite  literally,  skate  circles  around  our
conventional understanding of the sporting world.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  present  study  delves  into  the  hitherto
unexplored  terrain  of  the  potential  relationship
between the prevalence of the first name "Brennon"
and the performance of the Detroit  Red Wings in
the  National  Hockey  League  (NHL).  While  one
may be inclined to dismiss such an investigation as
mere  fanciful  frolic,  it  behooves  the  discerning
scholar to circumvent the temptation of such hasty
judgment  and  delve  into  the  frigid  reservoir  of
existing literature on the subject matter.

Smith  (2010)  elucidates  the  significance  of
nomenclatural  trends  in  shaping  individual
destinies,  positing  that  the  choice  of  a  particular
name may exert a subtle yet palpable influence on
personal  development.  Doe  (2015)  provides  a
comprehensive overview of the socio-psychological
implications  of  nomenclature,  emphasizing  the
implicit  power  of  names  in  modulating  social
perceptions  and  self-identity.  Jones  (2018)  delves
into  the  realm of  statistical  analysis,  presenting  a
meticulous examination of the correlation between
personal  names  and  various  societal  metrics,

prompting  the  reader  to  contemplate  the  far-
reaching implications of nomenclatural dynamics.

Turning  to  the  domain  of  popular  non-fiction
literature,  "The  Power  of  Names"  by  Johnson
(2017)  offers  an  erudite  exploration  of  the
multifaceted  impact  of  names  on  human
experiences,  weaving together historical anecdotes
and  psychological  analyses  into  a  compelling
narrative.  "The  Name  Effect"  by  Brown  (2019)
scrutinizes  the  intricate  interplay  between
nomenclature and professional success, delving into
the  curious  case  of  individuals  with  particular
names excelling in certain domains.

In the realm of fiction, "The Name Game" by White
(2013) may appear at first glance to be a whimsical
exploration  of  nomenclatural  caprice,  yet  its
underlying themes resonate with the very essence of
the present inquiry. Similarly, "The Winning Name"
by Grey (2016) embodies the confluence of fortuity
and  nomenclatural  idiosyncrasies,  ensnaring  the
reader in a web of intrigue and happenstance.

The authors encountered an intriguing social media
post positing a correlation between the frequency of
the  name  "Brennon"  and  the  success  of  sports
teams.  While  social  media  is  often  a  hotbed  of
frivolous  conjectures,  this  particular  post  struck a
chord,  inciting  a  measure  of  curiosity  and
prompting the present investigation into this frosty
conundrum.

In  conclusion,  the  existing  scholarly  and  literary
corpus provides a veritable tapestry of perspectives
on the interplay between nomenclatural trends and
individual  destinies.  However,  the  curious
amalgamation of the seemingly disparate elements -
the first name "Brennon" and the sporting triumphs
of  the  Detroit  Red  Wings  -  embodies  a  frosty
enigma that beckons the inquisitive mind to embark
on a scholarly journey through the frozen expanse
of empirical inquiry.

METHODOLOGY

Data Collection:
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     The  data  for  this  study were  gathered  from
multiple sources, primarily the US Social Security
Administration for the prevalence of the first name
"Brennon" and Hockey Reference for the number of
games  won  by  the  Detroit  Red  Wings  in  NHL
seasons spanning from 1975 to 2022. The collection
process  involved  a  combination  of  internet
sleuthing, interlibrary loan requests, and a surplus
of caffeinated beverages. 

Variables and Measurement:

     The main independent variable under scrutiny
was the prevalence of the first name "Brennon" as
reported by the US Social Security Administration.
This  variable  was  carefully  tracked  over  the
specified  time  frame,  taking  into  account  any
fluctuations,  anomalies,  or  sudden  spikes  in
nomenclatural preferences. The dependent variable,
on the other hand, constituted the number of games
won by the Detroit Red Wings in each NHL season.
To  ensure  robustness,  this  data  was  meticulously
cross-referenced, double-checked, and occasionally
triple-checked  to  mitigate  the  risk  of  statistical
penalties for excessive flexing of data.

Statistical Analysis:

     A correlation analysis was conducted to discern
any potential relationship between the prevalence of
the name "Brennon" and the number of games won
by the Detroit Red Wings. The Pearson correlation
coefficient  emerged as  the  statistical  technique  of
choice,  given  its  knack  for  sifting  through  the
statistical  flurry  and  zeroing  in  on  significant
associations.  Additionally,  a  significance  test  was
performed to ascertain the level of confidence in the
observed  correlation.  This  analytical  process
involved  an  arsenal  of  statistical  software,
mathematical  calculations  finer  than  a  Zamboni's
blade, and a keen eye for detecting outliers lurking
in the statistical penalty box.

Control Variables:

     Several control variables were considered, such
as  overall  team  performance,  league  dynamics,
player  rosters,  coaching  strategies,  and  the  ever-

fluctuating ebbs and flows of the sporting zeitgeist.
While these variables were not the stars of the show,
they played crucial supporting roles in warding off
potential  spurious  relationships  and  confounding
effects,  akin  to  the  defensive  maneuvers  of  a
goaltender safeguarding the statistical net.

Sensitivity Analysis:

     To  evaluate  the  robustness  of  the  findings,
sensitivity analyses were conducted, subjecting the
data  to  variations  in  statistical  parameters  and
analytical  techniques  akin  to  making  precise
adjustments on the rink of statistical scrutiny. These
exercises  serve  the  purpose  of  validating  the
coherence  and  resilience  of  the  correlation  under
different  methodological  lenses,  analogous  to
testing the ice for its capacity to uphold variegated
weight distributions.

Ethical Considerations:

     The  ethical  framework  of  this  study
encompassed the responsible and transparent use of
data, the due acknowledgement of prior literature,
and the judicious interpretation of statistical results
to  avoid  overextrapolation  or  creating  a  hockey
stick illusion of causation. Furthermore, the privacy
and confidentiality of individuals bearing the name
"Brennon" were upheld, with data security practices
rivaling the fortification of a hockey goalie's net.

To summarize,  the methodology employed in this
study adheres to the rigorous standards of scholarly
inquiry, paving the way for a thorough exploration
of  the  Brennon Effect  on  the  Detroit  Red Wings'
NHL success.

RESULTS

The results  of  the analysis  revealed a  noteworthy
correlation between the popularity of the first name
"Brennon"  and the  number  of  games  won by the
Detroit  Red  Wings  in  the  NHL  season.  The
correlation  coefficient  of  0.7054231  indicated  a
strong positive relationship,  suggesting that as the
prevalence of the name "Brennon" increased, so did
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the  success  of  the  Detroit  Red Wings  on the ice.
This finding is not merely a fluke on thin ice; rather,
it  provides  a  compelling  glimpse  into  the
mysterious dynamics of nomenclature and athletic
achievement.

The  coefficient  of  determination  (r-squared)  of
0.4976218 indicated that approximately 49.76% of
the variation in the number of games won by the
Detroit  Red  Wings  can  be  explained  by  the
prevalence of the name "Brennon." This substantial
proportion  of  variance  elucidates  the  potent
influence of this  seemingly innocuous variable on
the team's performance.

The p-value of less  than 0.01 further  bolsters  the
significance of the observed correlation, rendering it
statistically  robust  and far  from a mere  statistical
blip on the radar. With this level of significance, we
can confidently assert that the relationship between
the  popularity  of  the  name  "Brennon"  and  the
success  of  the  Detroit  Red  Wings  is  not  a  mere
statistical artifact, but a genuine connection worthy
of further exploration.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This  correlation,  as  visually  depicted  in  Fig.  1,
underscores  the  salient  nature  of  the  relationship,
starkly  juxtaposing  the  ascending  trajectory  of
"Brennon" with the triumphant ascent of the Detroit
Red Wings in the realm of professional hockey. It is
as if the name "Brennon," with its distinctive flair,
harnessed  the  collective  aspirations  of  the  team,
propelling them toward victory on the rink.

The implications  of  these findings  extend beyond
the confines of a chilly ice rink; they beckon us to
consider the myriad factors, perhaps even those we
consider to be offside or out of bounds,  that may
exert  subtle  yet  substantial  influences  on  athletic
accomplishments.  This  correlation  between
nomenclature  and  sporting  success  tantalizingly
invites further exploration, much like the promise of
a freshly resurfaced ice rink before a championship
game.

DISCUSSION

The  results  of  our  analysis  offer  an  intriguing
glimpse  into  the  frosty  confluence  of  individual
nomenclature and athletic prowess. Our findings not
only  corroborate  but  also  extend  the  existing
literature on the curiously captivating influence of
names on human endeavors. The robust correlation
we  observed  between  the  prevalence  of  the  first
name "Brennon" and the number of games won by
the Detroit Red Wings in the NHL season impels us
to skate further into the frigid expanse of inquiry.

Our study validates the prescient insights of Smith
(2010),  who  espoused  the  subtle,  yet  formidable
impact  of  nomenclatural  proclivities  on  personal
trajectories.  Indeed,  the  palpable  relationship  we
uncovered  between  the  name  "Brennon"  and  the
triumphs of the Detroit Red Wings aligns with the
tenets  of  Smith's  suppositions,  inviting
contemplation  of  the  reverberating  effects  of
nomenclatural happenstance on professional athletic
endeavors.

Moreover, our findings resonate with the thematic
undercurrents  in  "The  Name  Game"  by  White
(2013) and "The Winning Name" by Grey (2016),
where  the  interplay  of  happenstance  and
nomenclatural idiosyncrasies mirrors the intriguing
connection we have unearthed. While it may seem
frivolous  to  draw  parallels  between  a  scholarly
investigation and works of fiction,  the resonances
are as clear as a freshly resurfaced ice rink.

The  significant  correlation  coefficient  and  the  p-
value  below  0.01  untangle  any  lingering  doubts
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regarding  the  genuineness  of  our  observed
relationship, offering a robust statistical foundation
for the enigmatic connection between the first name
"Brennon" and the athletic triumphs of the Detroit
Red  Wings.  It  is  as  if  the  statistical  rigidity
underpinning our findings forms a protective barrier
akin  to  the  boards  surrounding  a  hockey  rink,
shielding our results from the slings and arrows of
statistical skepticism.

Furthermore,  our  results  prompt  a  broader
contemplation  of  seemingly  innocuous  variables
that  may  exert  conspicuous  influences  on
professional  sports,  analogous  to  the  unexpected
puck deflections that can alter the course of a game.
The chilly companionship between "Brennon" and
the  Red  Wings  evokes  a  sense  of  intrigue
reminiscent of a game-winning goal in overtime – a
fortuitous  confluence  of  variables  that  demands
extensive scrutiny.

In  essence,  our  findings  galvanize  further
explorations into the niche of names and their frosty
interplay  with  athletic  achievements.  Just  as  a
game-winning  goal  sparks  exuberant  celebrations
among fans,  our  correlation  beckons scholars  and
enthusiasts  to  plunge  into  the  frosty  realm  of
nomenclatural dynamics, embracing the unexpected
twists  and  turns  that  accompany  such  scholarly
undertakings.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the findings of this study bolster the
notion  that  the  prevalence  of  the  first  name
"Brennon" is intricately linked to the performance
of  the  Detroit  Red  Wings  in  the  NHL.  This
correlation,  while  undoubtedly  intriguing,  also
opens  up  a  veritable  pandora's  box  of  questions,
such as whether a surge in "Brennons" leads to an
influx  of  victorious  puck  drops,  or  if  this
relationship simply reflects the capricious whims of
statistical  probability  masquerading  as  a  hockey
trend.  Furthermore,  considering  the  mercurial
nature  of  sporting  success,  it  remains  to  be  seen
whether the name "Brennon" is truly an auspicious

moniker  or  a  statistical  red  herring,  cunningly
weaving  its  way  through  the  data  like  a  crafty
winger evading defensemen on the ice.

Despite  these lingering enigmas,  one cannot  deny
the allure of this peculiar correlation, much like the
glint  of  sunlight  on  freshly  Zambonied  ice.  It
beckons  further  inquiry  and  invites  the  scholarly
community  to  contemplate  the  curious  dance  of
nomenclature  and  athletic  achievement.  The
statistical robustness of the correlation is as solid as
the  ice  itself,  and  the  significant  p-value  ensures
that  this  is  no  mere  statistical  penalty  box  for
unwarranted conclusions.

While the implications of these findings are neither
as  black  and white  as  the  contrasting  zones  on a
hockey rink, nor as obvious as the red line marking
a  goal,  they  provoke  thought  and  intrigue.  The
frosty inquiry into the "Brennon Effect" serves as a
reminder  of  the  oft-overlooked  role  of
unconventional  variables  in  shaping  sporting
destinies.

However,  as  one  skates  toward the  conclusion  of
this  study,  it  is  important  to  recognize  the
limitations  of  our  analysis.  Correlation  does  not
imply  causation,  and  there  may  be  lurking
confounding factors that have eluded our scrutiny,
much  like  the  opposing  team's  forward  sneaking
behind the defense. Additionally, the study's focus
on one particular name limits the generalizability of
the findings to other nomenclatural phenomena in
the sporting arena, leaving the door open for future
investigations into hockey's name game.

In  the  frosty  halls  of  statistical  analysis,  one  is
compelled  to  recognize  the  recurrent  theme  of
research – the insatiable hunger for knowledge and
the  perpetual  stimulation  of  the  inquisitive  mind.
Even  so,  this  study  unequivocally  asserts  that  no
further  exploration  of  the  "Brennon  Effect"  is
warranted at this time. The lines of evidence have
been  skillfully  cross-checked,  and  the  conclusive
whistle has blown on this particular nomenclatural
icecapade.
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