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Abstract

This study investigates the intriguing connection between the popularity of the first name Jared and air
pollution in Flint, Michigan. Utilizing data from the US Social Security Administration and the
Environmental Protection Agency, we delve into the relationship between the presence of individuals
bearing the name "Jared" and levels of air pollution in Flint over the span of 1980 to 2022. Our findings
reveal a notable correlation coefficient of 0.6816299 and p < 0.01, indicating a statistically significant
relationship. The implications of these findings may add an unexpected twist to the ongoing discourse
surrounding air quality, offering insights that are as unique as the name itself.
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1. Introduction semantics. In this study, we embark on an
unconventional exploration of the
relationship between the prevalence of the
first name "Jared" and the levels of air
pollution in the city of Flint, Michigan. While
on the surface this may seem like an
unlikely pairing, our investigation aims to
unravel the mystery behind the "Jared"
effect and its implications for air quality.

The connection between human names and
environmental factors has long been a topic
of interest and amusement, often sparking
lighthearted discussion and speculation.
From the influence of names on career
success to their impact on personal
relationships, the potential effects of
nomenclature  extend beyond mere
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Flint, Michigan, a city historically known for
its automotive industry and cultural
significance, has also faced well-
documented challenges in terms of
environmental quality, particularly related to
air pollution. The city's complex history and
unique characteristics provide an intriguing
backdrop for our examination of the
potential influence of a specific name on its
atmospheric conditions. By delving into
decades of data from the US Social Security
Administration, we seek to uncover patterns
and correlations that may shed light on this
unexpected connection.

The first name "Jared" itself carries a blend
of traditional and contemporary
associations, perhaps reflecting the diverse
dynamics at play in our modern society. As
we embark on our analysis, we are mindful
of the need to approach this investigation
with the same rigor and scholarly precision
as any other scientific inquiry, despite the
whimsical nature of our subject matter.
While the initial premise may elicit a wry
smile or a raised eyebrow, the empirical
evidence we have gathered promises to
offer insights that are as captivating as they
are unexpected.

2. Literature Review

Numerous academic studies have explored
the relationship between human names and
various social, economic, and cultural
phenomena. Smith et al. (2010) investigate
the impact of individuals' names on their
employment prospects, shedding light on
the biases and preconceptions associated
with particular names in the professional
realm. Doe (2015) examines the correlation
between individuals' names and their
propensity for engaging in charitable
activities, uncovering intriguing patterns in
philanthropic behavior. Jones (2018) delves
into the influence of names on romantic
attraction and relationship  dynamics,

offering compelling insights into the
complexities of personal nomenclature.

Turning to the environmental domain, "The
Name Game: Nomenclature and Nature" by
Johnson and Lee (2013) delves into the
potential connections between human
names and environmental conditions. The
authors explore anecdotal evidence and
linguistic theories to propose an intriguing
framework for understanding the interplay
between nomenclature and the natural
world. In a similar vein, "Title Trends: The
Impact of Book Titles on Environmental
Awareness" by Garcia (2017) offers a novel
perspective on the potential influence of
tittes of literary works on environmental
consciousness, inviting readers to consider
the subtle ways in which language shapes
perceptions of the natural environment.

Expanding beyond academic research, the
genre of non-fiction books provides
additional insights into the realms of human
names and environmental impact. "The Air
We Breathe: A Sociolinguistic Analysis" by
Lopez (2019) presents a comprehensive
examination of the sociolinguistic
dimensions of air quality discussions,
including the potential implications of names
and linguistic patterns on environmental
discourse. In a more whimsical exploration,
"Eco-naming: Unveiling the Mysteries of
Environmental Monikers" by Patel (2016)
offers a lighthearted yet thought-provoking
journey through the world of environmental
nomenclature, playfully examining the
potential significance of names in ecological
contexts.

In the realm of fictional literature, works
such as "Eco-Nomicon: Chronicles of
Environmental Naming" by Sinclair (2005)
and "The Airenomicon: A Fantasy of Names
and Nature" by Thompson (2012) weave
imaginative tales revolving around the
intertwining of names and environmental
phenomena, blurring the boundaries
between reality and fiction in the exploration
of this curious connection. These literary
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creations, while rooted in the realm of
imagination, offer creative perspectives that
resonate with the themes of our
investigation.

Additionally, cinematic representations of
environmental challenges and societal
dynamics provide indirect insights into the
complexities of human interaction with the
natural world. Films such as "A Breath of
Fresh Air: The Urban Chronicles" and "The
Smog Identity" depict the intricate interplay
between human activities, urban
environments, and air quality, offering visual
narratives that underscore the multifaceted
nature of environmental influences.

The breadth of literature and multimedia
explorations surrounding human names and
environmental considerations underscores
the pervasive curiosity and intrigue
regarding the potential relationships
between  nomenclature and  natural
phenomena. As we delve into the specific
case of the first name "Jared" and its
purported connection to air pollution in Flint,
Michigan, we draw from this rich tapestry of
research and creative expressions to inform
our unigue investigation.

3. Our approach & methods

The empirical investigation assessing the
association between the frequency of the
first name "Jared" and levels of air pollution
in Flint, Michigan, was guided by a
comprehensive methodological approach.
Drawing data from the US Social Security
Administration and the Environmental
Protection Agency, this study sought to
scrutinize  potential  correlations  while
navigating the sea of internet information.
The examination period spanned from 1980
to 2022, -capturing four decades of
nomenclatural shifts and atmospheric
variabilities.

To commence this peculiar pursuit, the
research team extracted records of

individuals bearing the name "Jared" from
the voluminous archives of the US Social
Security Administration. The frequency of
this name was tracked across the years,
providing valuable insights into its ebb and
flow within the population. Concurrently, air
pollution data from the Environmental
Protection  Agency's repository  were
scrutinized to ascertain the concentrations
of various pollutants in the vicinity of Flint,
Michigan. These two disparate datasets
were then harmonized, analogous to the
fusion of contrasting musical notes in a
symphony, to enable a concurrent analysis
of their temporal trajectories.

The analyses of the name "Jared"
frequency and air pollution levels were
executed with precision and stringency,
minimizing the potential for extraneous
influences to cloud the outcomes. Statistical
computing techniques were employed to
elucidate the aforementioned correlation
coefficient and its associated level of
statistical significance. While navigating the
corridors of rigorous statistical inference,
every step was taken to ensure the
reproducibility and reliability of the findings,
akin to the careful navigation of a labyrinth
with the prize of empirical insight awaiting at
its heart.

To safeguard against spurious correlations,
various confounding variables, such as
changes in population demographics and
industrial activities, were considered and
controlled for. This approach aimed to distill
the essence of the "Jared" effect on air
pollution, akin to the meticulous distillation
of pure spirits from a cacophony of raw
materials.

Furthermore, sensitivity analyses were
conducted to validate the robustness of the
observed relationships, akin to the rigorous
stress-testing of architectural structures
against the forces of nature. The results of
these analyses were then scrutinized
through the lens of scientific scrutiny,
ensuring that the veracity of the findings
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remained untarnished amidst the allure of
whimsicality inherent in the study's premise.

In summation, this study amalgamated data
from disparate sources in a meticulous and
judicious fashion, exuding the commitment
to scholarly rigor despite the unconventional
nature of the subject matter. Moreover, it
secured the empirical ground upon which
the "Jared" effect on air pollution in Flint,
Michigan, was brought to light, illuminating
insights that may spark subsequent
inquiries into the fascinating interplay
between nomenclature and environmental
phenomena.

4. Results

The examination of data spanning from
1980 to 2022 revealed a strong positive
correlation between the popularity of the
first name "Jared" and air pollution levels in
Flint, Michigan, with a correlation coefficient
of 0.6816299 and an r-squared value of
0.4646193. The p-value of less than 0.01
further underscores the statistical
significance of this relationship, casting a
spotlight on the unexpected influence of
nomenclature on environmental dynamics.

Notably, the scatterplot (Fig. 1) depicting the
correlation between the prevalence of the
name "Jared" and air pollution levels paints
a compelling picture of the association. The
visual representation captures  the
convergence of these seemingly disparate
factors, encapsulating the quirkiness of our
findings.

The robust statistical evidence challenges
traditional assumptions and provokes
contemplation on the intricate interplay
between human phenomena and
environmental conditions. While the initial
whimsy of our subject matter may invite
amusement, the empirical data add depth
and credibility to our exploration, anchoring
the "Jared" effect in the realm of scholarly
inquiry.

Years 1980-2022, r=0.682, p<0.01

Popularity of the first name

0% 5% 10% 15%

Air pollution in Flint,
Michigan

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

5. Discussion

The counterpart in current research has lent
credence to the hypothesis that individuals'
names can indeed hold sway over diverse
aspects of social, economic, and
environmental spheres. The present
investigation corroborates the broader trend
of the "name game," as evidenced by prior
studies examining the impact of
nomenclature on employment prospects,
philanthropic inclinations, and romantic
dynamics (Smith et al., 2010; Doe, 2015;
Jones, 2018). These scholarly pursuits,
while initially perceived as whimsical, have
unmasked  the nuanced influences
underlying the choice and reception of
names in diverse domains. Our findings add
a novel layer to this narrative, underscoring
the unanticipated connection between the
prevalence of the name "Jared" and air
pollution levels in Flint, Michigan.

In aligning with the preceding academic
forays into the impact of names on
environmental phenomena, our study
tangibly underscores the potential interplay
between  nomenclature and  natural
conditions. The light-hearted exploration by
Johnson and Lee (2013) and the
imaginative representations in works such
as "Eco-Nomicon: Chronicles of
Environmental Naming" (Sinclair, 2005) and
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"The Airenomicon: A Fantasy of Names and
Nature" (Thompson, 2012) have paved the
way for our investigation, bridging the
realms of language, culture, and the
environment. Our in-depth analysis of the
"Jared" effect not only affirms the validity of
this broader discourse but also injects a
dash of eccentricity into the scholarly arena,
offering a fresh perspective on the potential
impact of human names on environmental
dynamics.

The robust positive correlation between the
prevalence of the name "Jared" and air
pollution levels in Flint, Michigan serves as
a testament to the intricate web of factors
shaping our surroundings. While the specific
mechanisms underlying this association
warrant further exploration, our study
provides a compelling entry point into the
intriguing  intertwinement of  personal
nomenclature and environmental conditions.
The statistical significance of the "Jared"
effect, as indicated by the correlation
coefficient and p-value, underlines the
substantive nature of this relationship,
challenging conventional perceptions and
inviting a reevaluation of the subtleties at
play in our surroundings.

Through the lens of scholarly inquiry, the
offbeat topic of the "Jared" effect has
ushered in a refreshing wave of
contemplation, galvanizing a more dynamic
and inclusive perspective on the potential
influences shaping environmental dynamics.
As academic discourse strides forward, it is
incumbent upon researchers to embrace the
unexpected and the idiosyncratic,
recognizing the inherent complexity and
richness of the phenomena under
investigation. In this light, the "Jared" effect
not only contributes a quirky element to the
tapestry of environmental research but also
prompts a reconsideration of the
multifaceted interactions between human
phenomena and the natural world.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study delved into the
curious relationship between the prevalence
of the first name "Jared" and air pollution
levels in Flint, Michigan. The statistically
significant  correlation  coefficient  of
0.6816299 and p < 0.01 unearthed a
surprising connection, challenging
traditional paradigms in environmental
research. Such findings may prompt a
reevaluation of the factors influencing air
quality, shedding light on a factor as
unexpected as the name "Jared" itself.

The robust statistical evidence presented in
this study encourages reflection on the
whimsical and unpredictable nature of
human phenomena and their potential
impact on the environment. It seems that
the air in Flint, Michigan may indeed have
been affected by something more than just
factory emissions and unforeseen chemical
reactions. The plot thickens — or should we
say, the air thickens?

While the implications of our findings may
prompt a chuckle or a furrowed brow, the
empirical evidence warrants a closer
examination of the "Jared" effect and its
wider applicability. As we draw the curtains
on this unconventional investigation, it is
evident that the confluence of human
nomenclature and environmental dynamics
holds potential for further inquiry. We may
have just scratched the surface (or in this
case, the polluted air) of a phenomenon
with broader implications.

Nonetheless, it appears that no more
research in this area is needed.
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