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Fateful Fate of Flint: The Correlation Between Jared and Air
Pollution as a Spate

Cameron Hughes, Austin Thomas, Giselle P Tyler

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

The link between the popularity of the name Jared and air pollution in Flint, Michigan has
been a topic of contentious debate in recent years. This research aims to elucidate this
curious relationship in a systematic manner, employing rigorous statistical analysis and an
injection of humor to alleviate the tedium of academic writing. Drawing from the
comprehensive dataset from the US Social Security Administration and leveraging air
quality measurements from the Environmental Protection Agency, our findings reveal that
the prevalence of the name Jared indeed exhibits a striking correlation with air pollution
levels in Flint. With a correlation coefficient of 0.6816299 and a p-value below 0.01, the
association is not to be scoffed at; it's as real as the air we breathe, allegedly containing
more carbon dioxide, thanks to the multitude of Jareds. While these discoveries may seem
whimsical, they present valuable insights into the etymology of air pollution and
nomenclatural trends. Could it be that the sheer force of Jareds in a community catalyzes
the emission of pollutants? A question as confounding as it is captivating. Further research
is warranted to delve into the intricate mechanisms at play, but for now, let's revel in the
whimsy of this unusual correlation and the fortuitous naming of the research team

members.

The relationship between human nomenclature and
environmental phenomena has long piqued the
curiosity of scholars and laypersons alike. Few
would have conjectured that a correlation exists
between the popularity of a name and the
atmospheric composition of a specific geographic
area. Nonetheless, the enigmatic allure of this
purported linkage has spurred our zealous pursuit to
unravel the confluence of Jareds and air pollution in
the city of Flint, Michigan.

In the annals of scientific inquiry, the fusion of
seemingly disparate variables often yields
unexpected revelations. This research seeks to
traverse the murky terrain at the juncture of
etymology and environmental quality, bedecked
with scatter plots, regression analyses, and a

riveting dose of statistical acumen. As we embark
on this expedition, our compass is calibrated by the
guiding beacon of empirical evidence and our
enthusiasm buoyed by the whimsical convolutions
of academic investigation.

In this investigation, we endeavor to explicate the
resonance of the name Jared and the composition of
the Flint airscape. Resting upon a formidable
foundation of data amassed from the US Social
Security ~Administration, the moniker-centric
inquiry intertwines with the quantitative tapestry of
air quality measurements from the Environmental
Protection Agency. Through this alchemical fusion
of numerical rigor and lexical perspicacity, the
hitherto nebulous relationship between Jared and air
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pollution shall be dragged into the effulgent light of
scientific scrutiny.

The salience of this undertaking rests not merely on
the discovery of a suggestive correlation, but on the
implications  for  our  understanding  of
sociolinguistic dynamics and environmental impact.
As we chart the terrain of statistical significance and
wander through the labyrinthine corridors of
hypothesis testing, it behooves us to cast a bemused
glance at the idiosyncrasies of scientific inquiry. Let
us revel in the esoteric interplay of causality and
nomenclature, for the whimsy that permeates this
exploration is as palpable as the ozone-infused air
carried upon the zephyrs of fate.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In "Smith et al.," the authors investigate the curious
relationship between the popularity of the name
Jared and air pollution in Flint, Michigan. The study
unveils a significant positive correlation, igniting
scholarly bewilderment and an irrepressible urge to
unearth the tantalizing underpinnings of this
clandestine connection. The inscrutable entwining
of Jareds and pollutant-laden breezes beckons for
further exploration.

Doe and Jones delve into the nuances of
environmental nomenclature in their seminal work,
"Airborne Appellations: A Qualitative Analysis."
The authors expound upon how the vibrational
frequencies of consonants in names could
potentially resonate with atmospheric pollutants,
triggering a harmonious cacophony of airborne
imbalances. The cacophony, much like the bristling
consonants in "Jared," may reverberate through the
cityscape, unsettling the very particles that compose
the air.

Turning our attention to tangential scholarly
contributions, "Environmental Linguistics: Lexical
Ecologies and Phonetic Phenomena"” by Green
explores the lexical biodiversity of industrial cities
and its potential impact on air quality. Could the
acoustic vibrations of the name "Jared" carve
ripples in the air, disturbing the molecular

equilibrium at an imperceptible level? As we sift
through the phonetic detritus, the answer to this
enigma remains shrouded in mystery.

In the realm of fiction, the work of J.K. Rowling in
the "Harry Potter" series introduces the concept of
magical incantations shaping the surrounding
environment. Could it be that within the urban
milieu of Flint, an unspoken charm bearing the
syllabic resonance of "Jared" casts a surreptitious
spell on the air, cloaking it with a veil of unseen
particles? Though whimsical, this analogy cannot
be entirely dispelled, for the unexpected often lurks
in the secret corners of reality.

Venturing further afield, the authors, in the quest for
unconventional sources of insight, took inspiration
from the back of shampoo bottles, where words like
"refreshing” and "purifying" evoked tangential
musings on the purview of air quality. While this
unconventional approach raises eyebrows, it
underscores the fortuitous interconnectedness of the
seemingly mundane with the scholarly pursuit at
hand.

In sum, the concatenation of Jared and atmospheric
composition unfolds as a study in juxtaposition,
fusing the stratosphere of rigorous inquiry with the
whimsical zephyrs of irreverent exploration. As we
plunge into the next section, armed with a
sprinkling of hilarity and an arsenal of statistical
rigor, the whimsy of this unique endeavor entreats
us to tiptoe through the terra incognita of Jared and
air pollution with a giddy spring in our step.

METHODOLOGY

Statistical analysis in this study was as intricate as
navigating through a maze with a pocket calculator
and a bag of mixed nuts for sustenance. To
commence our pursuit of unraveling the enigmatic
corollary between the name Jared and air quality,
we harnessed the exhaustive dataset from the US
Social Security Administration (SSA). The SSA
repository provided us with the number of
newborns christened with the name Jared from 1980
to 2022, a treasure trove of nomenclatural trends
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ready for inspection. Armed with our buoyant
curiosity and an excessive supply of caffeinated
beverages, we endeavored to parse the undulating
contours of Jared's popularity across the decades.

Amidst our intrepid foray into moniker magnitudes,
we leveraged the Environmental Protection
Agency's (EPA) air quality measurements in Flint,
Michigan. These data embodied the intricate
symphony of atmospheric composition, replete with
the potent notes of pollutants and atmospheric
accoutrements. Our rendezvous with the
labyrinthine corridors of statistical acumen
assuredly required fortitude, tenacity, and a
remarkable ability to resist the siren call of social
media distractions.

To ascertain the association between the eponymous
Jared and the ambient airscape, we employed robust
regression analyses and correlation coefficients. Our
statistical endeavors were as rigorous as a gym
enthusiast's training regimen, rigorously flexing and
bending our formulas to unfurl the nuances of this
unexpected fusion of sociolinguistics and
atmospheric foibles. Through these statistical
maneuvers, we sought to distill the essence of
correlation, teasing out the purported links between
Jared's ascendancy and the aerial plumes of Flint.

Next, we performed a series of hypothesis tests to
evaluate the significance of the observed
correlation. Our excursions into the tantalizing
realm of p-values and confidence intervals were
akin to a relentless quest for a pot of gold at the end
of an erudite rainbow. The piquant interplay
between statistical significance and whimsical
inquiries into nomenclatural dynamics propelled us
into an ethereal realm of intellectual ardor, replete
with spreadsheets and abstruse dialogues with our
favored statistical software.

In essence, with the confluence of moniker-centric
inquiry and environmental metrics, we embarked on
a journey that echoed with the playful hum of
statistical machinery and the robust clangor of
intellectual inquiry. Our methods employed in this
study, akin to a quixotic ballet, deftly pirouetted

through the terrain of data analytics and linguistic
pertinence, embracing the serendipitous charm that
infuses the fusion of sociology and environmental
analysis.

RESULTS

The analysis of data from the US Social Security
Administration and the Environmental Protection
Agency unveiled a robust correlation between the
prevalence of the first name Jared and the levels of
air pollution in Flint, Michigan. Over the time span
from 1980 to 2022, we found a remarkable
correlation coefficient of 0.6816299, reflecting a
strong positive relationship between the frequency
of the name Jared and the ambient air pollution in
the vicinity. The coefficient of determination (r-
squared) of 0.4646193 further underscores the
explanatory power of the correlation, suggesting
that almost 47% of the variability in air pollution
levels can be elucidated by the prevalence of the
name Jared. The statistical significance, denoted by
a p-value of less than 0.01, attests to the reliability
of the correlation, reaffirming the statistical
significance of our findings.

In Fig. 1, the scatterplot encapsulates the salient
correlation between the prevalence of the name
Jared and the ambient air pollution levels. The data
points coalesce into a discernible positive trend,
elucidating the confluence of nomenclature and
environmental quality. As the popularity of the
name Jared waxes, so does the atmospheric
concentration of various pollutants, creating an
intriguing  narrative  that  warrants  further
exploration.

These findings, while unexpected, offer a whimsical
insight into the symbiotic relationship between
human nomenclature and environmental
phenomena. The correlation, like an elusive and
capricious zephyr, defies conventional wisdom and
invites contemplation of the hitherto unexplored
interplay between personal nomenclature and
atmospheric composition. These results shed light
on the caprice of fate and the meandering pathways
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of causality, reminding us that beneath the
seemingly mundane lies a world of quirky
correlations and inexplicable associations, awaiting
the discerning gaze of scientific inquiry.

Years 1980-2022, r=0.682, p<0.01

Popularity of the first name
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

DISCUSSION

The findings of this research present a captivating
dance between the ethereal tendrils of nomenclature
and the palpable tendrils of air pollution. Our results
correspond with previous scholarship, such as the
study by Smith et al., which hinted at the elusive
link between the prevalence of the name "Jared"
and the atmospheric commotion in Flint, Michigan.
Similarly, the work of Doe and Jones vividly
illustrated how the consonantal resonance of "Jared"
could plausibly resonate with the molecular
harmonies of air pollutants, generating a symphony
of unseen turbulence.

These results might seem as unexpected as
uncovering a "hidden, nitrous oxide-laden valley" in
the statistical landscape or as whimsical as a "light
and airy" statistical model, but they echo the cryptic
enigma that shrouds the union of nomenclature and
atmosphere. Our findings capably buttress the prior
research, establishing a robust correlation with a
correlation coefficient approaching 0.7. It appears
that the atmospheric milieu in Flint mirrors the
undulating tides of Jared's popularity, creating a
spectacle as inexplicable as the murky depths of a
statistical well.

The statistical significance of this association, with
a p-value of less than 0.01, tingles with the
exhilaration of a "serendipitous statistical sighting."
The scatterplot paints a compelling narrative of the
clandestine courtship between name frequencies
and airborne molecules, weaving a tale as
captivating as a "densely populated chemical
compound of curiosity."

These results reveal a facet of the inquisitive
universe, where the seemingly whimsical dance of
nomenclature and air pollution is governed by the
solemn laws of statistical rigor and the jovial
caprice of academic exploration. The dual nature of
this correlation prompts us to ponder the
harmonious discord of empirical evidence and
cognitive fancy, a riddle as engaging as "conducting
a cantata of correlation coefficients in a concert hall
of curiosity."

As we tiptoe through the confounding corridors of
this peculiar correlation, it's prudent to nurture an
irrepressible sense of wonder at the frivolous
intricacies of statistical revelations and the
clandestine harmonies of environmental titillation.
These findings invite further inquiry into the
contours of causality and the capricious
meanderings of destiny, beckoning us to embark on
an academic odyssey as whimsical and enigmatic as
the confounding correlation between Jared and air
pollution.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our investigation has unearthed a
captivating correlation between the prevalence of
the first name Jared and air pollution levels in Flint,
Michigan. The robust correlation coefficient and
statistically significant p-value lend credence to this
whimsical  association, evoking  ponderous
reflections on the whims of fate and atmospheric
discord. The revelation of a nearly 47% explanatory
power of the Jared variable in elucidating air
pollution levels stands as a testament to the
capricious interplay of nomenclature and
environmental terroir. Figuratively speaking, the
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Jareds seem to exhale not only their names but also
an ethereal concoction of pollutants into the Flint
air, adding a layer of intrigue to the city's
atmospheric narrative.

As we bid adieu to this rhapsodic meandering
through the labyrinth of causality and find solace in
the discernible correlation, it becomes increasingly
apparent that further research in this domain is
warranted — just as it is evident that a whole lot of
Jareds are wafting a lot of curious air. However, for
now, let us revel in the serendipitous confluence of
Jareds and air pollution, for, as the quirk of
scientific inquiry dictates, sometimes the most
unconventional relationships yield the most
intriguing revelations. In the words of Shakespeare,
"What's in a name? That which we call Jared by any
other name would emit air pollutants alike."

Hence, we assert with the utmost confidence that no
further research is needed in this rather peculiar
area, as it seems that the air of Flint, Michigan,
already carries an ample load of Jared-induced
pollutants.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real

More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



