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This study delves into the curious relationship between the number of bachelor's
degrees awarded in engineering technologies and the frequency of Google searches
for the 'white house hotline'. In an attempt to shed some light on this intriguing
correlation, we employed data from the National Center for Education Statistics and
Google  Trends  spanning  from  2012  to  2021.  Our  analysis  revealed  a  striking
correlation coefficient of 0.9711989 and a statistically significant p-value of less than
0.01, indicating a strong association between these two variables. As we unraveled
the  data,  it  became clear that  as  the  number of  engineering technology degrees
awarded increased, so did the Google searches for the 'white house hotline'. This
puzzling  relationship  begs  the  question:  do  individuals  with  a  penchant  for
engineering technologies also harbor a keen interest in contacting the White House?
Perhaps they simply enjoy discussing high-voltage topics. The implications of our
findings are as serious as a heart attack, or as whimsical as a physics joke–they raise
more  questions  than they answer.  Further research is  warranted to  unravel  the
underlying mechanisms of this unexpected connection.

The  correlation  between  educational
attainments  and  public  interests  has  long
been a topic of fascination for researchers.
As our title suggests, this study delves into
the intersection of engineering technologies
and  the  ever-mysterious  'white  house
hotline' Google searches. It is a connection
that has left  many scratching their  heads -
much  like  a  technician  troubleshooting  a
faulty circuit.

The  commencement  of  this  investigation
was  not  without  an  element  of  surprise  -
much like finding a hidden 'Easter egg' in an
intricate line of code. Our initial foray into
the  data  revealed  a  striking  correlation
between  the  number  of  bachelor's  degrees
awarded in engineering technologies and the
frequency of Google searches for the 'white
house  hotline'.  One  might  say  the
relationship was as clear  as a well-defined

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



algorithm, and as unexpected as a software
bug in a spacecraft's navigation system.

What  began  as  a  seemingly  inexplicable
association  between  these  two  distinct
variables  provoked  a  measure  of  curiosity
that  was  as  insatiable  as  a  black  hole's
appetite.  Further  analysis  uncovered  a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9711989  and  a
statistically  significant p-value of less than
0.01, akin to discovering a rare gem amidst a
sea of ordinary rocks.

The  emergence  of  this  robust  statistical
relationship prompts the inevitable question
-  are  individuals  with  a  proclivity  for
engineering  technologies  also  harboring  a
keen interest  in  reaching out  to  the  White
House? It is an inquiry as enigmatic as the
concept of dark matter, yet as compelling as
a thrilling cliffhanger in a scientific mystery
novel.

As  we  delve  into  this  inexplicable
connection,  one  cannot  help  but  wonder
whether those drawn to the complexities of
engineering  also  possess  an  inclination  to
engage  in  civic  discourse.  Perhaps  they
believe in "ohm" rule of law, or they simply
enjoy  pondering  the  "current"  state  of
affairs. Nevertheless, the implications of this
unanticipated  relationship  are  as  thought-
provoking as a philosophical debate – they
beckon for a deeper exploration.

This  study  aims  to  shed  light  on  the
confluence  of  these  seemingly  disparate
phenomena,  offering  an  opportunity  to
unravel this enigmatic connection and pave
the way for future research. While we may
not have all the answers at this juncture, this
investigation  marks  the  first  step  in
elucidating  what  may  be  a  complex  and
multi-faceted association.

Prior research

The  relationship  between  educational
attainment  and curious  public  interests  has
been a topic of considerable interest in the
academic  community.  Smith  et  al.  (2015)
observed a marked correlation between the
number  of  bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in
engineering  technologies  and  the  Google
searches for the 'white house hotline'.  This
unexpected finding prompted a measure of
curiosity,  much  like  uncovering  a  hidden
'Easter egg' in an intricate line of code. 

Doe  and  Jones  (2018)  also  discussed  the
surprising  correlation  between  educational
backgrounds  in  engineering  technologies
and  online  search  behaviors  related  to
governmental communication. However, the
underlying mechanisms of this  relationship
remained shrouded in mystery, much like an
elusive particle in theoretical physics.

Turning to related literature, in "Engineering
Wonders," the authors delve into the impact
of  technological  advancements  on  societal
interests, shedding light on the intersection
of engineering and public curiosity. 

In the fictional  realm, "The Signal  Tower"
by Amelia E. Barr and "The Electric Kool-
Aid Acid Test" by Tom Wolfe are two works
that,  despite  their  intriguing  titles,  do  not
directly relate to the topic at hand. However,
their presence adds a touch of humor, much
like a well-placed pun in a scientific study. 

Furthermore,  the  internet  meme "Is  This  a
Pigeon?"  resonates  with  the  theme  of
confusion  and  unexpected  correlations,
much  like  the  perplexing  connection
between  engineering  technologies  and
Google  searches  for  the  'white  house
hotline'. 
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As we navigate through the literature,  it  is
evident  that  the  intersection  between
educational  backgrounds  in  engineering
technologies  and  public  interests  in
governmental  communication  presents  a
conundrum as confounding as a perplexing
riddle. The implications of this unexpected
relationship  are  as  baffling  as  a  cryptic
crossword puzzle - they beckon for further
inquiry, prompting us to unravel the tangled
web  of  connections  between  seemingly
disparate phenomena.

Approach

To  investigate  the  intriguing  correlation
between  the  number  of  bachelor's  degrees
awarded in engineering technologies and the
frequency of Google searches for the 'white
house  hotline',  our  research  team
meticulously employed a mix of quantitative
and qualitative analyses. Our approach was
as  thorough  as  a  code  review  and  as
meticulous as debugging a software system.

We  meticulously  gathered  data  from  the
National Center for Education Statistics and
Google Trends, harnessing the power of the
vast  information  available  on  the  internet.
The  selection  of  the  National  Center  for
Education  Statistics  was  akin  to  carefully
choosing the right tool for the job, ensuring
the  reliability  and  consistency  of  the
educational data. 

Our  study  encompassed  a  timespan  from
2012  to  2021,  capturing  a  comprehensive
view  of  the  trends  in  bachelor's  degrees
awarded in engineering technologies and the
frequency of Google searches for the 'white
house  hotline'.  This  extended  period
provided  a  robust  foundation  for  our
analyses,  much  like  a  sturdy  bridge
connecting two distant shores.

To  establish  the  association  between  the
number  of  bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in
engineering technologies and the frequency
of  Google  searches  for  the  'white  house
hotline',  we  employed  robust  statistical
methods. The data was as carefully handled
as  delicate  laboratory  equipment,  ensuring
the accuracy and integrity of our findings.

We calculated the correlation coefficient and
performed regression analyses with a level
of  precision  as  sharp  as  a  newly  honed
scalpel.  This  meticulous  approach  ensured
that  our  findings  were  as  reliable  as  an
experienced engineer's blueprint.

Our statistical analyses incorporated controls
for  potential  confounding  variables,
meticulously  accounting  for  any  nuances
that  could  influence  the  observed
relationship.  The  attention  to  detail  in  our
approach  was  as  meticulous  as  ensuring
every line of code in a complex algorithm
runs flawlessly.

In addition to the quantitative analyses, our
research  team  conducted  exploratory
qualitative  investigations  into  the  potential
underlying  factors  driving  the  correlation
between engineering technology degrees and
searches for the 'white house hotline'.  This
qualitative  exploration  provided  a  richer
understanding  of  the  nuanced  dynamics  at
play, akin to peeling back the layers of an
intricate engineering design.

Our investigation was not without its share
of  challenges  and  complexities,  but  our
approach was as resilient as a sturdy firewall
deflecting cyber threats. The comprehensive
integration  of  quantitative  and  qualitative
analyses allowed us to unravel the enigmatic
connection  between  these  seemingly
incongruous  variables,  shedding light  on a
correlation as unexpected as encountering a
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computer  error  message  without  an
accompanying error code.

This  thorough  and  multidimensional
approach  has  enabled  us  to  unravel  a
correlation that is as fascinating as a paradox
in quantum physics and as unexpected as an
elusive  software  bug.  Our  methods  paved
the  way for  a  rigorous  exploration  of  this
intriguing  phenomenon,  offering  insights
into  a  connection  as  puzzling  as  a  cryptic
algorithm waiting to be decoded.

Results

The analysis of the data obtained from the
National Center for Education Statistics and
Google Trends from 2012 to 2021 revealed a
robust  and  eyebrow-raising  correlation
between  the  number  of  bachelor's  degrees
awarded  in  engineering  technologies  and
Google  searches  for  the  'white  house
hotline'.  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9711989 indicated a near-perfect positive
relationship  between  these  seemingly
unrelated variables. This association was as
clear as a well-honed diamond cutter, and as
surprising  as  finding  a  hidden  talent  for
puns.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.9432274  further
emphasized the strength of the relationship,
suggesting that over 94% of the variation in
Google searches for the 'white house hotline'
could  be  explained  by  the  number  of
engineering  technology  degrees  awarded.
The statistical significance, with a p-value of
less than 0.01, underscored the reliability of
the  observed  relationship,  much  like  the
unwavering reliability of a well-constructed
bridge.

The  detailed  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  visually
displays  the  unmistakable  positive

correlation between the two variables.  The
points  on  the  plot  are  as  intricately
interconnected as a network of circuitry in a
technological marvel, and as surprising as a
sudden  spark  of  insight  in  the  midst  of
confusion.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The puzzling relationship unearthed in this
study raises many questions,  much like an
inscrutable  algebra  problem  or  an
unexpected  twist  in  a  detective  novel.
Further investigation is warranted to unravel
the  underlying  mechanisms  of  this
unexpected connection, invoking a sense of
curiosity akin to unraveling a tangled web of
code.

Discussion of findings

The  results  of  this  study  provide  further
credence to the prior research concerning the
unexpected correlation between the number
of  bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in
engineering technologies and the frequency
of  Google  searches  for  the  'white  house
hotline'.  As posited by Smith et  al.  (2015)
and  Doe  and  Jones  (2018),  the  robust
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9711989
observed in this study lends support to the
notion  that  there  is  indeed  a  strong
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association  between  these  seemingly
disparate  variables.  It  appears  that
individuals with a proclivity for engineering
technologies  also  exhibit  an  inclination  to
engage  in  internet  searches  related  to
governmental communication. The findings
of  this  study  reinforce  the  notion  that  the
link  between  educational  backgrounds  in
engineering  technologies  and  public
interests in governmental communication is
as intriguing as unlocking a hidden feature
in a complex software program.

The  statistically  significant  p-value  of  less
than 0.01 further substantiates the reliability
of  the  observed  relationship.  This
underscores  the strength  of  the association
between  the  number  of  engineering
technology  degrees  awarded  and  Google
searches for the 'white house hotline', much
like  the  robustness  of  a  well-engineered
structure. The r-squared value of 0.9432274
indicates that over 94% of the variation in
Google searches for the 'white house hotline'
can  be  explained  by  the  number  of
engineering  technology  degrees  awarded,
providing  substantial  evidence  for  the
solidity of this unanticipated connection.

In line with the literature review, the results
of this study emphasize the need for further
inquiry into the underlying mechanisms of
this  unexpected  relationship.  The  detailed
scatterplot  visually  portrays  the
unmistakable  positive  correlation  between
the  two  variables,  reminiscent  of  the
intricate interconnections found in complex
technological  systems.  The  implications  of
these  findings  are  as  confounding  as  a
puzzling  enigma,  inviting  additional
investigation  to  disentangle  the  web  of
connections  between  engineering
technologies  and  public  interests  in

governmental  communication,  much  like
solving a captivating mystery novel.

The  unexpected  connection  between  the
number  of  bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in
engineering  technologies  and  Google
searches  for  the  'white  house  hotline'
presents  a  compelling  avenue  for  future
research. As this study has proven, there are
still many unanswered questions to explore,
not  unlike  the  twists  and  turns  of  a
particularly enigmatic crossword puzzle.

This unexpected correlation also presents a
great  opportunity  for  tongue-in-cheek
observations,  much  like  the  surprising
discovery  of  a  dad  joke  in  the  midst  of
serious scientific inquiry. For example, one
might  say  that  those  with  an  affinity  for
engineering technologies and a penchant for
Google  searches  related  to  governmental
communication  have  truly  "engineered  a
connection"  between  seemingly  unrelated
domains,  much  like  the  unexpected  punch
line of a well-crafted jest.

Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation has revealed
a  compelling  and  perplexing  relationship
between  the  number  of  bachelor's  degrees
awarded  in  engineering  technologies  and
Google  searches  for  the  'white  house
hotline'.  The  near-perfect  positive
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9711989 leaves
little room for doubt regarding the strength
of  this  association.  It  is  as  striking  as  the
sudden realization that a lead-acid battery is
not  a  good  source  of  power,  but  rather  a
well-charged cup of coffee.

This unexpected connection raises the age-
old question: do individuals with a proclivity
for engineering technologies also possess a
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fervent  desire  to  reach  out  to  the  White
House?  It's  a  puzzling  conundrum,  much
like  contemplating  whether  a  parallel
universe  is  just  a  "current"  trend  in
theoretical  physics  or  a  "resistance"  to
traditional thinking. 

The  implications  of  these  findings  are  as
profound  as  an  unfathomable  engineering
problem,  yet  as  lighthearted  as  a  physics
joke - they beckon for further exploration. It
is  as  if  we  have  stumbled  upon  a  hidden
"eureka"  moment  in  the  vast  labyrinth  of
research.

However, much like a well-timed punchline,
we  must  assert  that  no  further  research  is
needed in this  area.  After  all,  we wouldn't
want  to  be  as  persistent  as  a  bad  case  of
static electricity.
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