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SPIN ME ROUND: THE VINYL FRONTIER –
EXPLORING THE CORRELATION BETWEEN AIR

POLLUTION IN AMERICUS, GEORGIA AND SALES
OF LP/VINYL ALBUMS

Chloe Harrison, Andrew Tucker, Grace P Turnbull

International College

In this study, we dust off an old record and delve into the curious connection between air pollution in 
Americus, Georgia and the sales of LP/vinyl albums. As the adage goes, "Where there's smog, there's 
grog," our research aimed to unravel this seemingly eccentric relationship. Leveraging data from the
Environmental Protection Agency and Statista, we conducted a rigorous analysis from 1993 to 2006, 
surfacing a correlation coefficient of 0.5721527 with a p-value less than 0.05. Our findings suggest 
that the presence of airborne pollutants in Americus may have contributed to a surge in the sale of 
vinyl records. While these results may seem like a vinyl record – a bit scratchy and outdated – they 
underscore the need for further investigation into the quirky interplay between environmental 
factors and consumer behavior in the music industry. So, let's keep our ears open and continue 
spinning the wheels of research in this peculiar realm.

The world  of  research often spins us in
unexpected  directions,  and  our  latest
study surely takes that concept to a whole
new  level.  As  we  dig  into  the  peculiar
relationship  between  air  pollution  in
Americus,  Georgia  and  the  sales  of
LP/vinyl  albums,  we find ourselves  on a
unique and groovy journey – one that's as
unpredictable as a record on a turntable.

In recent  years,  the resurgence of  vinyl
records  has  stunned  many  music
enthusiasts  and  industry  analysts  alike.
It's as if retro has become the new avant-
garde, with sleek phonographs reclaiming
their  place  in  living  rooms  and  hipster
hangouts  across  the  globe.  Amidst  this
resurgence, we find ourselves pondering
the curious notion: did the air in Americus
play a role in the revival of vinyl's charm?
This  study  aims  to  explore  that  very
question and, in doing so, bring a breath

of  fresh  air  to  the  often-stuffy  world  of
academic inquiry.

Harnessing  the  power  of  data  and
statistical analysis, our research seeks to
bridge  the  gap  between  seemingly
disparate realms – environmental science
and music consumption. By examining the
years 1993 to 2006, we aim to unravel the
peculiar  dynamics that tie  Americus'  air
quality  to  the  turntable  tunes  that
captured the hearts of its residents. While
the  notion  may  sound  like  a  symphony
played on kazoos, the implications of our
findings could strike a chord far beyond
the borders of Georgia.

Buckle  up,  fellow researchers,  for  we're
about  to  embark  on  a  musical  journey
through the ozone layer, in search of the
melodies that drift through the pollution.
Our study is set to prove that sometimes,
in  the  midst  of  the  haze,  remarkable
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discoveries  await  –  even those that may
seem as unlikely as a saxophone serenade
in  a  heavy  metal  concert.  So,  without
further  ado,  let's  drop  the  needle  and
groove  our  way  through  this  novel
exploration.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  exploration  of  seemingly  peculiar
correlations  has  long  captivated
researchers across diverse disciplines. In
the  realm of  environmental  science  and
consumer behavior, the quest to uncover
the  influence  of  air  quality  on  music
preferences has led to an array of studies.
Smith,  in  "A  Breath  of  Fresh  Air:  The
Impact  of  Environmental  Factors  on
Consumer  Choices,"  delves  into  the
interplay between airborne pollutants and
consumer behavior, shedding light on the
potential  ripple  effects  of  pollution  on
cultural consumption.  Similarly,  Doe and
Jones,  in  "Sounds  of  the  City:
Investigating  Urban  Air  Quality  and
Musical  Preferences,"  present  a
comprehensive analysis of how urban air
quality  has  shaped  the  musical
inclinations  of  city  dwellers.  These
studies,  among others,  set  the stage for
our  investigation  into  the  intriguing
relationship  between  air  pollution  in
Americus,  Georgia,  and  the  sales  of
LP/vinyl albums.

Drawing  from  the  rich  tapestry  of
literature  on  environmental  influences
and consumer choices, our research takes
a  turn  into  uncharted  territories,  much
like  a  record  skipping  unexpectedly.  As
our journey unfolds, we move beyond the
realm of academic publications and delve
into the wealth of  knowledge embedded
in  books  pertinent  to  our  investigation.
"The  Air  We  Breathe"  by  John  Green
offers  a  poignant  exploration  of
environmental  issues,  serving  as  a
reminder  of  the  profound  impact  of
polluted air  on human experiences.  In a
similar vein, "Vinyl Frontier: The Cultural
Resurgence of  Long-Playing Records" by
Amanda Thompson provides insights into

the revival of vinyl albums, hinting at the
intersection  of  cultural  nostalgia  and
consumer  trends  amidst  a  changing
environmental landscape.

Venturing further into the realm of fiction,
we  encounter  unexpected  connections
that mirror the quirkiness of our research
endeavor.  In  "Scent  of  Vinyl:  A  Musical
Mystery"  by  Arthur  Conan  Doyle,  the
protagonist  navigates  a  perplexing  case
where air  pollution  intertwines with  the
enigmatic lure of vinyl records, offering a
fictional yet thought-provoking narrative.
Likewise, in "The Ozone Overture" by J.K.
Rowling,  the  mystical  realm  of  magic
intertwines  with  ecological  concerns,
highlighting  the  potential  consequences
of tainted air on the enchanting melodies
that  captivate  fictional  characters  and
readers alike.

Amidst  the  eclectic  mix  of  literary
influences,  our  pursuit  of  understanding
the  interplay  between  air  pollution  and
vinyl  album  sales  takes  an  unexpected
turn,  akin to  stumbling upon a treasure
trove  in  unlikely  places.  As  we  seek  to
unravel the peculiar correlation that lies
at  the  heart  of  our  study,  we  must
acknowledge the unconventional sources
that  have  informed  our  exploration.
Indeed, it is with a certain degree of jest
and  curiosity  that  we  unveil  the
unorthodox canvases from which we have
drawn inspiration – from fortune cookies
with  cryptic  messages  to  the  ubiquitous
but perplexing CVS receipts that seem to
hold within them the secrets of consumer
behavior.

In  the  spirit  of  scholarly  inquiry  and  a
sprinkle of whimsy, our literature review
embraces  the  unconventional,  offering  a
nod to the idiosyncrasies of our research
journey.  As  we  set  our  sights  on
unraveling  the  curious  connection
between  air  pollution  in  Americus,
Georgia, and the sales of LP/vinyl albums,
we invite fellow scholars to join us in this
whimsical expedition through the realms
of  music,  environmental  influences,  and
perhaps, a touch of absurdity. So, with a
twirl of the turntable and a dash of mirth,

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



let  us  continue  our  quest,  eager  to
unearth  the  harmonies  that  resonate
amidst the haze.

METHODOLOGY

Ah, methodology,  the meat and potatoes
of any academic study - or maybe the tofu
and  quinoa,  for  our  health-conscious
readers. In this section, we'll unravel the
intricate  web  of  data  collection  and
analysis that underpins our exploration of
Americus,  Georgia's  air  quality  and  its
peculiar  relationship  with  the  sales  of
LP/vinyl albums.

To  kick  things  off,  our  research  team
embarked on a virtual scavenger hunt on
the World Wide Web - think of it as a high-
stakes game of Where's Waldo, but with
statistical  significance  as  the  ultimate
prize.  We scoured the digital  landscape,
venturing  into  the  deepest  nooks  and
crannies  of  the  internet  to  uncover
treasure troves of  data.  Surprisingly,  we
didn't  have  to  dig  through  any  dusty
crates of vinyl records - we kept those for
inspiration  -  but  instead  focused  on
sources  such  as  the  Environmental
Protection  Agency  and  Statista.  These
resources provided us with a rich tapestry
of  environmental  data  and  sales  figures
that  formed  the  foundation  of  our
analysis.  It  was like panning for gold in
the digital  rivers of  1s and 0s,  with the
occasional  pop-up  ad  serving  as  our
unexpected hurdle - a reminder that even
in  academia,  you  can't  escape  the
clutches of internet marketing.

Once we had our hands on the data, we
summoned  the  powers  of  statistical
analysis like a modern-day Merlin calling
forth arcane magic. Armed with the trusty
software of choice - no, it wasn't a crystal
ball, but it might as well have been - we
performed a rigorous examination of the
information at hand. By wielding the tools
of  correlation  analysis,  we  sought  to
uncover  the  hidden  dance  between  air
pollution levels and vinyl album sales. It
was a bit like DJ-ing at a statistical soiree,
where the tracks were data points and the

dancefloor was our spreadsheet, and let's
just  say  the  correlation  coefficient  was
dropping some sick beats.

As  we  delved  into  the  relationship
between air pollution and vinyl sales, we
didn't just stay in the present; we took a
journey  through  time,  much  like  Marty
McFly  in  a  DeLorean,  navigating  the
winding roads of data from 1993 to 2006.
This  temporal  odyssey  allowed  us  to
capture  the  nuances  of  these  seemingly
disparate  phenomena  across  a  span  of
years, much like collecting multiple vinyl
records  to  appreciate  a  musician's
evolution. We didn't just want a snapshot;
we wanted the entire album, bonus tracks
and all.

And  thus,  with  digital  escapades,
statistical sorcery, and a temporal odyssey
under our belt, we present the findings of
our  quest  to  unveil  the  esoteric
connection between air pollution and the
melodic  embrace  of  vinyl  records  in
Americus,  Georgia.  So  sit  back,  adjust
your  oversized  headphones,  and  let's
groove our way through the results.

RESULTS

The  results  of  our  analysis  unveiled  a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.5721527
between air pollution levels in Americus,
Georgia and the sales of LP/vinyl albums
during  the period of  1993 to  2006.  The
coefficient  of  determination  (r-squared)
was calculated to be 0.3273587, and the
p-value was found to be less than 0.05. In
other  words,  there's  a  statistically
significant  relationship  between the  two
variables, and it's as clear as when your
favorite vinyl has been cleaned with a top-
notch record brush.

As  depicted  in  Figure  1,  the  scatterplot
showcases the robust correlation between
air pollution and LP/vinyl album sales. It's
as if  the data points are dancing to the
tunes  of  an  invisible  DJ,  with  the  air
pollution levels setting the tempo for the
vinyl sales. The relationship is so striking
that one might wonder if the vinyl records
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were  acting  as  a  filter,  capturing  the
essence  of  the  polluted  air  and
transforming it into musical gold.

This  finding  may seem reminiscent  of  a
vinyl  record  itself  –  old-fashioned and a
bit crackly – but its significance is not to
be underestimated. The link between air
pollution  and  the  resurgence  of  vinyl
records  in  Americus,  Georgia  hints  at  a
melody  of  environmental  influence  on
consumer behavior. It's as if the polluted
skies were whispering a siren song, luring
the  residents  to  seek  solace  in  the
nostalgic crackles and pops of vinyl tunes.
One might even say that in Americus, the
sound of music is in the air, both literally
and figuratively.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The unexpected harmony between these
seemingly  unrelated  variables
underscores  the  need  for  further
investigation into the peculiar interplay of
environmental  factors  and  consumer
choices.  After  all,  who  would  have
thought  that  pollution and vinyl  records
could  harmonize  in  such  an unexpected
duet? In the grand symphony of scientific
discoveries, this uncanny coupling strikes
a  chord  that  resonates  beyond  the
boundaries of Americus, echoing through
the  halls  of  academia  and  the  groovy
dance  floors  of  music  aficionados
worldwide. As we uncover more about the
idiosyncrasies  of  this  relationship,  it's
clear that the airwaves of research hold
more surprises than a vinyl treasure hunt
at a flea market.

DISCUSSION

The perplexing yet intriguing correlation
between  air  pollution  in  Americus,
Georgia and the sales of LP/vinyl albums,
as  unearthed  in  our  study,  mirrors  the
unexpected  harmonies  that  one  might
stumble upon in a vinyl record store. Our
findings  not  only  aligned  with  prior
research, but they also offered a melodic
cadence to the chorus of scholarly inquiry
into seemingly peculiar connections.

Drawing  from  the  literary  tapestry  we
highlighted  in  our  literature  review,  it
becomes  evident  that  the  resonance  of
our  results  was  indeed  in  tune  with
previous investigations. Smith's "A Breath
of Fresh Air" and Doe and Jones' "Sounds
of the City" may have set the stage for our
exploration, but it is our study that adds
the  groovy  riff  to  the  symphony  of  air
pollution  and  consumer  behavior
research. Just like John Green's "The Air
We  Breathe"  and  Amanda  Thompson's
"Vinyl Frontier," our findings hit the right
notes,  hinting  at  the  lyrical  dance
between  environmental  influences  and
musical preferences.

The  statistically  significant  correlation
coefficient and p-value,  akin to a catchy
rhythm and hook, not only supported the
potential  influence  of  air  pollution  on
vinyl  album  sales  but  also  echoed  the
findings  of  past  studies,  much  like  a
familiar  tune  that  reappears
unexpectedly.  Our results, much like the
twists  in  "Scent  of  Vinyl"  and  the
allegorical  resonance  of  "The  Ozone
Overture,"  lend  credence  to  the  notion
that  the murkiness of  polluted air  could
indeed  entwine  with  the  allure  of  vinyl
melodies.

The robust relationship illustrated in our
scatterplot,  akin  to  a  visual
representation  of  an  improvised  jazz
session,  showcased  the  unmistakable
synchrony between air pollution and vinyl
sales.  It's as if  the hazy air of Americus
was choreographing a dance of consumer
choices, where vinyl records took center

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



stage  in  an  unlikely  pas  de  deux  with
pollutants.  This  discovery  fit  seamlessly
into  the  evolving  narrative  of
environmental  influence  on  artistic
consumption,  adding  a  whimsical  yet
substantial  verse  to  the  ballad  of
interdisciplinary research.

Our study, much like the cryptic messages
in fortune cookies and the enigmatic CVS
receipts,  brought an element of jest and
curiosity  to  the  scholarly  discourse,
perhaps  akin  to  a  playful  xylophone
interlude  in  a  grand  orchestral
performance.  As  we  beckon  fellow
scholars  to  join  us  on  this  quirky
expedition,  the unorthodox orchestration
of  air  pollution,  vinyl  albums,  and
scholarly inquiry promises a symphony of
enlightenment and amusement, where the
unexpected  yet  harmonious  connections
serve  as  the  delightful  refrains  in  the
melody of academic exploration.

In  the  grand  refrain  of  scientific
discovery, our findings teeter on the brink
of  a  delightful  surprise,  much  like
stumbling upon a treasure trove amid the
unlikely  nooks  of  research.  The  melodic
interplay between air pollution and vinyl
records not only adds a whimsical allure
to  our  understanding  of  environmental
influences on consumer behavior but also
hints at the potential for more surprising
discoveries  in  the  realms  of  air  quality
and cultural inclinations.

So, as we swivel the turntable of curiosity
and mirth, let us continue to uncover the
enigmatic melodies that resonate amidst
the  haze,  embracing  the  offbeat
harmonies  and  idiosyncratic  symphonies
that  enrich  our  scholarly  pursuits.  After
all,  who  knew  that  the  atmospheric
musings of Americus could ring through
in the nostalgic crackles of vinyl records
with such unexpected harmony?

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  not  only
uncovered  a  funky  correlation  between
air pollution in Americus, Georgia and the

sales  of  LP/vinyl  albums  but  has  also
given us a lot to groove about in the world
of  research.  It  seems  that  in  Americus,
when the air gets dirty, the records start
spinning!  This  unexpected  harmony
between  pollution  and  vinyl  sales  is  a
testament  to  the  surprising  connections
that can emerge in the swirling vortex of
data  analysis.  It's  like  finding  a  hidden
track on your favorite album – delightfully
unexpected  and  strangely  satisfying  at
the same time.

Our findings have raised more questions
than a vinyl collector at a flea market. Do
the crackles and pops of classic records
provide  a  comforting  escape  from  the
polluted  skies,  or  is  there  something
about  the  musty  scent  of  old  vinyl  that
beckons  music  enthusiasts  in  times  of
environmental  distress?  These  are  the
riddles  of  our  time,  my  fellow
researchers,  and  they  make  for  a
veritable jukebox of intriguing mysteries.

Now,  as  we tip  our  hats  to  the  oddball
romance between air pollution and vinyl
sales, let's remember that sometimes, the
most offbeat connections lead to the most
harmonious insights. So, as we drop the
needle  on  this  discussion,  let's  declare
that no more research is needed in this
area. It's time to let this peculiar pair of
variables dance off into the sunset like a
vinyl  record  spinning  into  the  horizon.
After  all,  we  wouldn't  want  to  overplay
this funky melody – until the next oddball
research symphony beckons!
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