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Fuel Fossil Frenzy in Sri Lanka: A Wiener of a Connection to the 
Consumption of Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Competition Champion

Caroline Henderson, Alice Thomas, Gabriel P Tompkins

Evanston, Illinois

Hot dog! This research paper delves into the unexpected correlation between fossil fuel use
in  Sri  Lanka  and  the  hotdogs  consumed  by  the  esteemed  Nathan's  Hot  Dog  Eating
Competition Champion. Utilizing data from the Energy Information Administration and
Wikipedia, our study found a strong correlation coefficient of 0.9479548 and p < 0.01 for
the years 1980 to 2021.  It's no "bunder" that this sizzling connection has raised some
eyebrows, but our findings are no baloney. Join us as we unravel the meaty relationship
between fossil fuel consumption and the hotdog-eating prowess of champions.

Ladies and gentlemen, esteemed colleagues, and hot
dog enthusiasts, welcome to a study that promises
to be quite the sausage fest! Today, we embark on a
journey  to  explore  the  unlikely  but  tantalizing
connection between fossil fuel use in Sri Lanka and
the  consumption  of  hotdogs  by  the  esteemed
Nathan's  Hot  Dog Eating  Competition  Champion.
It's  a  research  venture  that's  sure  to  leave  you
relishing the unexpected and perhaps even feeling a
bit mustard.

As the renowned saying goes, "Let's be frank" – no
pun intended – the intertwining of fossil  fuel  use
and hot dog consumption is not exactly a pairing we
often  think  of,  much  like  the  bizarre  courtship
between a bun and a sausage. However, as we delve
deeper  into  the  data  and  unleash  the  power  of
statistical  analyses,  we will  uncover  a  correlation
that is as intriguing as finding a pickle in the middle
of a hot dog.

Picture  this:  a  world  where  the  burning  of  fossil
fuels  and  the  scarfing  down  of  hot  dogs  are  as
connected as condiments on a bun. It sounds quite a
"relishing"  tale  –  pun  absolutely  intended  –  and
indeed,  our  study  has  uncovered  some  meaty

statistics that might just knock your socks off. We
dive into the depths of energy consumption in Sri
Lanka, a country known for its lush landscapes, rich
culture, and now, unexpectedly, an improbable link
to the competitive munching of franks. Don't worry;
we won't "ketchup" with the punchlines just yet.

Now,  you  might  be  thinking,  "What's  the  beef?"
And  to  that,  we  say,  worry  not  –  we're  not  just
"wienering"  away  our  time  with  frivolous
correlations. Our findings, rooted in solid scientific
methodology and meticulous data analysis, reveal a
connection  as  real  as  the  crunch  of  biting  into  a
perfectly grilled hot dog. It's  a discovery that's as
surprising  as  finding  a  stray  mustard  seed  in  a
haystack,  and  we're  sausaging  you'll  enjoy  our
savory revelation.

Just  wait  until  you  see  the  "bunder"  of  evidence
we've uncovered. It's a sizzling conundrum that's as
puzzling  as  trying  to  figure  out  the  correct
condiment-to-hotdog ratio. Strap in and grab some
napkins – this is going to be one heck of a wild ride.
With that said, let's "relish" the opportunity to sink
our teeth into this  curious correlation and bask in
the  delight  of  uncovering  unexpected links  in  the
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annals of research. So, without further adieu, let's
meat our findings head on and dig in!

LITERATURE REVIEW

In "The Dynamics of Fossil  Fuel Consumption in
Developing  Nations,"  Smith  et  al.  delve  into  the
complex  relationship  between  economic
development and fossil fuel use in countries such as
Sri Lanka. Their comprehensive analysis sheds light
on the various factors driving fuel consumption, but
they may have missed a crucial link in the form of a
plump, juicy hot dog.

Speaking of juicy, in "Nathan's Famous: The First
100  Years"  by  William  Handwerker,  the  author
provides a scrumptious history of the iconic hot dog
brand. As we digested this information, we couldn't
help but wonder if there is more to the story than
meets the bun.

Enter  "The  Art  of  Eating"  by  M.F.K.  Fisher,  a
literary feast for the senses that explores the cultural
significance  of  food.  While  Fisher's  work  is  a
delightful  read,  it  left  us  salivating  for  a  deeper
understanding  of  the  hot  dog's  role  in  the  global
culinary landscape.

And  who  can  forget  the  classic  "Charlie  and  the
Chocolate Factory" by Roald Dahl? While the book
primarily  focuses on Willy Wonka's  confectionary
creations, we couldn't help but entertain the thought
of  a  "Hot  Dog  Factory"  and  the  potential
implications for our study.

Not to  "sausage"  your  patience,  but  our  literature
review didn't stop there. In a bold move that some
might call "cheesy," we turned to the unlikeliest of
sources  for  inspiration  –  the  back  of  shampoo
bottles.  While  the  correlation  between  fossil  fuel
use and hot dog consumption might not leap off the
ingredient  list,  we  found  ourselves  lathering  in
curiosity  over  the  unexpected  insights  lurking
within the world of personal care products.

Now,  you might  be  thinking,  "What  do  shampoo
bottles  have  to  do  with  hot  dogs?"  It's  a  valid

question,  and one that we have pondered at  great
length.  After  all,  sometimes  the  most  unlikely
connections  yield  the  juiciest  results  –  much like
stumbling upon a relish-covered hot dog in a pile of
data.

METHODOLOGY

In  order  to  sink  our  teeth  into  this  unusual
connection between fossil fuel use in Sri Lanka and
the  consumption  of  hotdogs  by  the  Nathan's  Hot
Dog Eating Competition Champion,  we utilized a
combination of data collection, statistical analyses,
and a pinch of creativity to grill up some sizzling
findings.

First,  we scoured  the  internet,  or  "relished in  the
vast expanse of online information," as we like to
call it, to gather data on fossil fuel consumption in
Sri  Lanka  from 1980 to  2021.  Our  main  sources
included  the  Energy  Information  Administration,
where we dug deep into the excavation of data, and
supplemented  our  findings  with  the  hotbed  of
knowledge that is Wikipedia. It was quite the "dig"
into  the  world  of  energy  statistics  –  a  veritable
archaeological  expedition,  if  you  will.  We  also
made sure to double-check the authenticity of our
data,  because  nobody  likes  a  dubious  wiener,
especially when it comes to scholarly research!

To cook up our connection with the Nathan's Hot
Dog Eating Competition Champion, we delved into
the  consumption  statistics  of  hotdogs  from  the
annual competition records. It was no easy feat, as
we had to sift through plenty of buns and numbers,
but  we  were  determined  to  "ketchup"  with  the
correlation.

With our data in hand, we then fired up the grill
with  some  robust  statistical  analyses.  We  first
computed the correlation coefficient between fossil
fuel  use in Sri  Lanka and the number of hotdogs
consumed by the  champion,  employing the  trusty
formula as if we were donning statistical chef hats.
It's safe to say that we seasoned our data with some
meticulous  calculations  and  a  sprinkle  of  charm,
hoping to spice up the numbers.
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Next,  we  served  up  some  regression  analyses  to
further  explore  the  relationship  between  these
seemingly  disparate  variables.  We  adjusted  for
confounding factors like global hot dog demand and
the  influence  of  other  competitive  eaters,  akin  to
carefully  balancing  the  ingredients  in  a  complex
recipe. We didn't want any flavor to overshadow the
true essence of our findings, after all.

Now, all this might sound like a meaty task, but we
assure  you,  dear  readers,  that  the  process  was  as
fascinating  as  finding a  particularly  rare  breed  of
hot  dog.  It's  essential  to  approach such uncharted
correlations with both methodological  rigor  and a
hint of whimsy, after all.

In addition, we performed a meticulous time-series
analysis, treating the data points as if they were the
sizzling  seconds  ticking  away  during  a  fierce
competitive  eating  competition.  We  sought  to
capture the dynamics of change over time, as if each
data point carried the aroma of a fresh, sizzling hot
dog.

Overall,  the  concoction  of  methods  and  analyses
resulted in a delectable platter of findings that we
are  eager  to  present.  We're  confident  that  our
methodology laid the groundwork for uncovering a
correlation  as  surprising and delightful  as  finding
the perfect balance between the bun and the frank.
Now, onto the mouth-watering results – hold onto
your condiments!

RESULTS

Well,  folks,  it's  time  to  mustard  the  courage  to
present  the  results  of  our  finger-licking  good
research. Our statistical analysis revealed a Pearson
correlation coefficient of 0.9479548, an r-squared of
0.8986184, and a p-value of less than 0.01 between
fossil  fuel  use  in  Sri  Lanka  and  the  number  of
hotdogs consumed by the revered Nathan's Hot Dog
Eating  Competition  Champion.  That's  a  strong
correlation,  stronger  than  the  aroma  of  a  freshly
grilled bratwurst on a summer day!

Fig.  1  captures  the  sizzling  connection  between
these  seemingly  unrelated  variables  with  a
scatterplot  that  will  make  you  say,  "Holy
guacamole!" Now, that's a steaming hot correlation
if I've ever seen one.

But hold on to your buns, because our findings don't
stop  there.  The  meat  of  the  matter  is  that  this
significant correlation means that as fossil fuel use
in Sri  Lanka increased over the years,  so did the
number of hotdogs devoured to victory at the Coney
Island  classic.  It's  a  relationship  as  surprising  as
finding a wiener dog in a hare race!

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Now, it's time for a good ol' dad joke to relish in the
moment. It seems that when it comes to competitive
hot  dog  eating,  the  "fuel"  really  does  make  an
impact,  whether  it's  from  fossil  sources  or  the
perfect grilling of a beefy frank.

But wait,  there's more! Our data uncovered a link
that's as unexpected as finding a pickle in your ice
cream. It's a reminder that in the world of research,
the most unexpected links can sometimes be hiding
in plain sight, like finding an extra sausage in the
pack.

So, there you have it, folks. Our findings serve up a
tantalizing  connection  that  highlights  the
unexplored  corners  of  the  culinary  and
environmental  world.  It's  a  reminder  that  in  the
grand buffet of research, the most delectable results
can often be found in the most unexpected pairings.
And with that, let's raise a toast – or should I say a
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hot dog in a bun – to the uncovering of this juicy,
statistical adventure. Cheers!

DISCUSSION

The findings of our study have unearthed a sizzling
correlation between fossil fuel use in Sri Lanka and
the astonishing number of hotdogs devoured by the
Nathan's  Hot  Dog Eating  Competition  Champion.
These results are as surprising as finding a ketchup
bottle in the fossil record – an unexpected twist in
the annals of research.

Our statistical analysis supported the previous work
of  Smith et  al.,  who delved into the dynamics of
fossil  fuel  consumption  in  developing  nations.
While they focused on economic factors, our study
has added a savory dimension to the discussion by
revealing  a  hearty  connection  between  fuel
consumption  and  hot  dog  consumption.  It's  as  if
we've uncovered the missing link in the evolution of
energy  use,  akin  to  finding  a  mustard  stain  on  a
fossilized brontosaurus bone.

Similarly,  the  work  of  Handwerker  in  "Nathan's
Famous: The First 100 Years" has taken on a new
layer of significance in light of our findings.  Our
results  underscore  the  far-reaching  impact  and
global  ramifications  of  hot  dog  consumption,
paving  the  way  for  a  new  era  of  gastronomical
geoeconomics.  It's  as  if  the meaty essence of  hot
dogs has seeped into the very fabric of international
energy usage,  like  finding a  hot  dog stand in  the
middle of an oil field.

Moreover, our findings lend credence to the literary
explorations of M.F.K. Fisher, whose work on the
cultural  significance  of  food has  taken  on  a  new
flavor. It appears that the humble hot dog holds a
deeper connection to our world's energy story, akin
to discovering an onion ring in a sea of statistical
analysis.  Just  as  Fisher's  prose  invites  readers  to
savor  the  complexities  of  culinary  tradition,  our
study  invites  researchers  to  relish  the  unexpected
intersections of energy and gastronomy.

Even  the  delightful  whimsy  of  "Charlie  and  the
Chocolate  Factory" by Roald Dahl  takes  on fresh
relevance  in  the  context  of  our  research.  Just  as
Dahl's  tale  unfolds  in  surprising  and  delightful
ways,  our  findings  have uncovered a  narrative of
interconnectedness  between  fossil  fuel  use  and
competitive  hot  dog consumption.  It's  as  if  we've
stumbled  upon  a  golden  ticket  in  the  form  of  a
statistical  insight,  unlocking  a  world  where  the
sweet and salty flavors of hot dogs commingle with
the earthy essence of fossil fuels.

In  conclusion,  our  study has  uncovered  a  link  as
tantalizing  as  finding  a  hot  dog  topped  with
statistics. It underscores the importance of exploring
unexpected  connections,  as  sometimes  the  most
delectable  results  can  be  found  in  the  most
unexpected  pairings  –  much  like  discovering  the
perfect combination of toppings for a hot dog. As
researchers, let us continue to peel back the layers
of  seemingly  disparate  variables  to  reveal  the
flavorful tapestry of statistical intrigue that lies just
beneath the surface. Cheers to the union of science
and the art of the hot dog!

CONCLUSION

As we wrap up this research journey, it's clear that
our findings have sparked more sizzle than a pack
of firecrackers on the Fourth of July. The significant
correlation between fossil fuel use in Sri Lanka and
the  consumption  of  hotdogs  by  the  Nathan's  Hot
Dog Eating Competition Champion has left us with
an  insatiable  appetite  for  more  pun-tastic
correlations.

In the world of statistics, it seems that even the most
unrelated  variables  can  come  together  like  the
perfect  blend  of  ketchup  and  mustard  on  a
summertime frank. Our findings tantalize the taste
buds  of  scientific  inquiry,  reminding  us  that
research can be a real wiener of a adventure...  or
should I say, "research can really cut the mustard!"

From a statistical standpoint, our results serve up a
compelling  case  that  cannot  be  dismissed  with  a
mere  shrug  of  the  shoulders.  The  connection
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between fossil fuel use in Sri Lanka and the hotdog-
eating prowess of champions is as real as the relish
on your Chicago-style dog. It's  a reminder that in
the  world  of  science,  sometimes  the  most
unexpected links can be hiding in plain view, much
like that rogue pickle amidst the ice cream.

So,  where  do  we  go  from  here?  Our  findings
suggest  that  no  further  research  is  needed in  this
area.  After  all,  when  it  comes  to  uncovering  the
sausage  of  unexpected  connections,  it  seems  like
we've  grilled  up  the  juiciest  findings  already.  It's
time to ketchup on some new studies and mustard
the courage to explore uncharted territories in the
vast universe of research.

As we bid adieu to this meaty correlation, let's all
relish in the joy of uncovering statistical surprises
and embark on new scientific escapades. After all,
there's  always  another  "bunder"  of  discovery
waiting around the corner, just like an unanticipated
hot dog topping at the condiment bar. Cheers to the
endless adventure of research – may it always be as
enchanting as finding the perfect balance between
hot dog and bun!
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