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Abstract

This paper investigates the curious and, dare I say, "stock-i-ng" relationship between the number
of  Associates  degrees  awarded  in  Family  and  Consumer  Sciences/Human  Sciences  and  the
Annual Percentage Change of the NYSE Composite Index. Using data from the National Center
for Education Statistics and 1stock1, we analyzed the annual percentage change in the NYSE
Composite  Index from 2011  to  2021 and the  number  of  Associates  degrees  awarded  in  the
aforementioned fields  during  the  same period.  Our  results  revealed  a  statistically  significant
correlation  coefficient  of  0.6037859  (p  <  0.05),  indicating  a  moderate  positive  relationship
between the two variables.  The findings suggest  that  there  may be more to  these seemingly
distinct realms of academia and finance than meets the eye. Perhaps we could even say they have
a "stake" in each other's success! One might wonder, is there a financial aspect to choosing a
career in Family and Consumer Sciences? Are there "stock" options for those pursuing Human
Sciences? While we shouldn't jump to "conclusions" just yet, these findings certainly offer food
for thought.

1.  Introduction

Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS) and Human Sciences have long been associated
with  the  study  of  important  life  skills  such  as  nutrition,  parenting,  and  resource
management.  These  fields  aim  to  enrich  the  lives  of  individuals  and  families  by
equipping them with  the  knowledge to  navigate  the  complexities  of  everyday living.
However,  it  is  rare  for  these  disciplines  to  find  themselves  mentioned  in  the  same
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conversation as the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) Composite Index. The unlikely
bedfellows of aprons and stock options have raised many an eyebrow and prompted a few
quizzical looks, but as the saying goes, "Where there's a will, there's a way – and where
there's a won't, there's a won't!" 

One might ask, "What does the NYSE have to do with Family and Consumer Sciences?"
Well, dear reader, that is precisely the question we sought to answer in this study. As we
delve into the world of finance, let us not forget that there's always room for a little bit of
"stock" humor to lighten the mood. After all, why did the financial analyst bring a ladder
to work? He heard the market was on the rise! (Cue the collective groans.)

The aim of this research is to explore the potential relationship between the number of
Associates degrees awarded in Family and Consumer Sciences/Human Sciences and the
Annual  Percentage  Change  of  the  NYSE  Composite  Index.  By  uncovering  any
correlations  between  these  seemingly  disparate  entities,  we  hope  to  shed  light  on  a
connection that  may have gone unnoticed or neglected in the academic and financial
spheres. If nothing else, we might uncover some "stocking" secrets that have been hiding
in plain sight.

The significance of  this  inquiry  lies  not  only in  its  potential  to  elucidate  unexplored
intersections between education and economics but also in the opportunity it presents to
add a quirkier dimension to the study of these fields. One could say we are venturing into
uncharted "stock" territories in pursuit of knowledge and a good pun or two. After all,
why did the economist bring embezzled funds to the picnic? He wanted to be sure he had
a "stake" in it!

2.  Literature Review

Numerous studies have sought to explore the relationship between academic degrees and
financial indicators. In "Smith et al. (2015)," the authors find a compelling correlation
between  STEM  degrees  and  the  NASDAQ  Composite  Index,  demonstrating  the
interconnectedness of educational pursuits and stock market trends.

Now,  as  we delve  into  the  curious  realm of  Family  and  Consumer  Sciences/Human
Sciences,  one  might  wonder:  are  there  any  "stock-i-ng"  parallels  waiting  to  be
uncovered? It appears that the intersection of these fields with the financial domain may
hold more surprises than initially anticipated.  As the plot thickens, one can't help but
wonder: Are there "stock" secrets hidden within the folds of aprons and financial reports?

In  "Doe  and  Jones  (2018),"  the  authors  delve  into  the  complexities  of  household
economics and financial decision-making, shedding light on the intricate dance between
domestic management and monetary considerations. How fitting it is to contemplate such
matters alongside the annual percentage change of the NYSE Composite Index.
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Speaking of household matters,  what  did the financial  planner say to the chef? "You
should invest in the stock pot market!" (Cue the resounding laughter, or perhaps just a
few pity chuckles.)

In  the  realm  of  non-fiction  literature,  "The  Complete  Tightwad  Gazette"  by  Amy
Dacyczyn and "Your Money or Your Life" by Vicki Robin and Joe Dominguez offer
invaluable  insights  into  frugality,  financial  independence,  and  the  management  of
household  resources.  It's  remarkable  how  discussions  of  budgeting  and  saving  can
seamlessly segue into contemplations of stock market performance.

Reaching slightly beyond the boundaries of serious academic literature,  we encounter
fiction works such as "Rich Dad Poor Dad" by Robert T. Kiyosaki and "The Wealthy
Barber"  by  David  Chilton.  While  fictional  in  nature,  these  books  offer  engaging
narratives  that  intertwine  financial  wisdom  and  storytelling,  presenting  a  fusion  of
practical advice and entertainment that speaks to the current inquiry.

But  what  about  the  whimsical  and  light-hearted  depictions  of  home  economics  and
financial matters? Consider the subtle yet valuable lessons dispersed throughout beloved
children's  shows and cartoons,  such as  "Blue's  Clues" and "Arthur."  These delightful
programs often showcase everyday life scenarios, which may subtly shape the financial
sensibilities of young viewers, indirectly influencing their future educational and career
choices.

In the spirit of unexpected connections, perhaps we should ask: What do you get when
you cross a financial analyst and a family counselor? Investment advice with a "side" of
emotional support!

3.  Research Approach

To investigate  the relationship between the number of Associates degrees awarded in
Family and Consumer Sciences/Human Sciences and the Annual Percentage Change of
the NYSE Composite Index, a series of rigorous and, one might say, "stocking" research
methods were employed.

Firstly,  data  on  the  number  of  Associates  degrees  awarded in  Family  and Consumer
Sciences/Human Sciences from 2011 to 2021 was collected from the National Center for
Education Statistics. This information was then cross-checked with data from 1stock1 to
ensure its accuracy, because as any cautious investor knows, it's always wise to verify
your sources. As part of the data validation process, any outliers were scrutinized with a
level of suspicion befitting a particularly speculative stock.

Next, the Annual Percentage Change of the NYSE Composite Index from 2011 to 2021
was obtained from reliable financial databases. This process involved filtering out any
irregularities or market anomalies that might disrupt the statistical analysis. One couldn't
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help  but  think  of  the  parallels  between  filtering  data  and filtering  coffee  –  both  are
essential for a smooth and robust result.

The  statistical  analysis  of  the  data  involved  using  a  variety  of  modeling  techniques,
including  linear  regression  and  correlation  analysis.  A  correlation  coefficient  was
calculated to assess the strength and direction of the relationship between the number of
Associates degrees awarded in Family and Consumer Sciences/Human Sciences and the
Annual  Percentage Change of the NYSE Composite Index.  This coefficient  was then
scrutinized with the attentiveness of a cautious investor watching the market for signs of
volatility.

Furthermore, to account for any potential confounding variables, a series of sensitivity
analyses were conducted. These analyses aimed to ensure that the observed relationship
between the  academic  and financial  variables  was  not  unduly influenced by external
factors.  It  was  imperative  to  maintain  a  level  of  scrutiny  akin  to  that  of  an  investor
carefully evaluating a stock's performance in the face of market fluctuations.

In addition,  a sub-analysis  exploring the potential  impact  of specific  subfields  within
Family and Consumer Sciences/Human Sciences on the NYSE Composite  Index was
undertaken.  This  sub-analysis  aimed  to  provide  a  nuanced  understanding  of  how
particular areas of study within these disciplines might relate to fluctuations in the stock
market – a sort of "investment portfolio" of academic pursuits, if you will. 

Finally, the robustness of the findings was assessed through a range of sensitivity tests
and robustness checks. These measures were undertaken to ensure that the results were
not merely a flash in the pan, but rather stood firm like a well-diversified investment
portfolio in the face of market volatility.

Together,  these  methodological  approaches  formed  a  comprehensive  and  robust
framework  for  investigating  the  intriguing  connection  between  Associates  degrees  in
Family and Consumer Sciences/Human Sciences and the NYSE Composite Index Annual
Percentage  Change.  One might  even  say  that  the  comparison between  academic  and
financial realms was a "stock-i-ng" revelation. It may seem like a stretch, but given the
nature of our research, we were willing to "invest"igate.

4.  Findings

The analysis of the data revealed a statistically significant positive correlation between
the number of Associates degrees awarded in Family and Consumer Sciences/Human
Sciences and the Annual Percentage Change of the NYSE Composite Index for the time
period 2011 to 2021. The correlation coefficient was found to be 0.6037859, with an r-
squared of 0.3645574, indicating that 36.46% of the variability in the NYSE Composite
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Index  Annual  Percentage  Change  could  be  explained  by  the  number  of  Associates
degrees awarded in Family and Consumer Sciences/Human Sciences. 

The  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  provides  a  visual  representation  of  the  strong  relationship
between these variables. It's  almost as if they were meant to be together, like a well-
matched pair of socks - or should we say "stocks"?

These results suggest a compelling link between educational pursuits in the realms of
Family  and  Consumer  Sciences/Human  Sciences  and  the  ebb  and  flow of  the  stock
market. It's as if these disciplines have been quietly investing in each other all along,
much like a proud parent discreetly acquiring shares in their child's lemonade stand.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The dad joke can't help it, can it? It's like the punchline to a well-timed quip at a financial
conference - unexpected, yet oddly fitting.

5.  Discussion on findings

The present study set out to examine the relationship between the number of Associates
degrees  awarded in  Family  and Consumer  Sciences/Human Sciences  and the  Annual
Percentage Change of the NYSE Composite Index. Our findings indicated a statistically
significant positive correlation between these variables, aligning with previous research
that has explored the interconnectedness of academic pursuits and financial indicators.

The moderate positive correlation coefficient of 0.6037859 (p < 0.05) observed in our
study echoes the findings of Smith et al. (2015) in their investigation of STEM degrees
and  the  NASDAQ  Composite  Index.  These  consistent  results  suggest  that  academic
disciplines in seemingly disparate fields may indeed have a "share"d interest in the stock
market's performance. It appears that the financial footprints left by educational choices
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may  extend  beyond  the  expected  realms  of  business  and  economics,  resembling  a
cleverly executed investment strategy.

The  scatterplot  depicting  the  relationship  between  Associates  degrees  in  Family  and
Consumer Sciences/Human Sciences and the Annual Percentage Change of the NYSE
Composite Index serves as a visual testament to the bond observed in the quantitative
analysis. It's as though these variables are engaged in a harmonious dance, much like a
well-coordinated couple navigating the ballroom of financial data. One might even say
they are "bullish" on each other's prospects, forging a partnership as enduring as that of
bread and butter – or rather, stocks and bonds.

In  light  of  the  literature  review's  reflections  on  the  interplay  between  household
economics  and  financial  decision-making,  it  becomes  apparent  that  the  unexpected
connection uncovered in this study is not without precedent. If financial planners and
chefs can find common ground in the "stock pot market," then why shouldn't academic
disciplines and stock market trends form a similarly robust relationship?

While we stop short of drawing definitive conclusions at this juncture, the findings lend
credence to the notion that educational choices within the realm of Family and Consumer
Sciences/Human Sciences may hold implications for, and be influenced by, stock market
performance.  It's  almost  as  though these  academic  pursuits  and financial  fluctuations
have been engaged in a subtle tango, their steps harmonizing with rhythm and finesse
akin to a well-orchestrated investment portfolio.

This study, in all its seriousness and statistical rigor,  casts a lighthearted yet thought-
provoking  "light"  on  the  potential  connectedness  of  academic  degrees  and  financial
movements. Who knew that academic pursuits and stock market dynamics could form
such a compelling duet, harmonizing in a manner as captivating as a well-tuned piano
performance? The melody of this connection, much like a perfectly timed dad joke, enters
unexpectedly yet resonates deeply with its audience.

6.  Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has shed light on the hitherto overlooked correlation between the
number  of  Associates  degrees  awarded  in  Family  and  Consumer  Sciences/Human
Sciences and the Annual Percentage Change of the NYSE Composite Index. The results
indicate  a  statistically  significant  positive  relationship  between  these  variables,
suggesting that the financial market and the pursuit of knowledge in everyday living may
indeed have more in common than meets the eye.

One might even say that this relationship is as strong as a well-constructed portfolio – it
just "makes cents"! 
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This  unexpected  connection  between  seemingly  unrelated  domains  prompts  further
inquiry  into  the  potential  underlying  mechanisms  driving  this  correlation.  Is  there  a
factor, yet to be uncovered, that explains the interplay between education in life skills and
the dynamics of the stock market? Or is it simply a case of "two peas in a portfolio"
finding their way to each other in the grand garden of academia and finance?

Given these findings, it is evident that there is a need for a broader conversation on the
symbiotic relationship between education and financial systems. After all, who wouldn't
want to understand the "commodity" of knowledge and its impact on the trading floor?
It's a discussion that deserves a prime spot in the academic and financial arenas.

Therefore,  with our results  in  mind,  we confidently assert  that  no further  research is
needed in this area. It seems we've "stocked" the knowledge shelves to capacity!
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