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CHEESE AND CRIME: UNRAVELING THE CURD-
IOUS CONNECTION BETWEEN COTTAGE CHEESE

CONSUMPTION AND BURGLARIES IN
MASSACHUSETTS

Chloe Hart, Austin Travis, Gemma P Thornton

Elite Science Academy

The aim of this study was to investigate the potential link between cottage cheese consumption and 
burglary rates in Massachusetts. Utilizing data from the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) and the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, we embarked on a cheesy, yet compelling,
exploration. After analyzing the 1990 to 2021 data, our findings revealed a surprisingly strong 
positive correlation between per capita cottage cheese consumption and burglary rates, with a 
correlation coefficient of 0.9187611 and p < 0.01. It seems that while cottage cheese may be a 
delightful addition to one's diet, it may also have a curiously unraveling effect on criminal activities. 
Our study sheds light on this peculiar correlation, prompting further investigation into the complex 
interplay between dairy products and deviant behaviors.

Introduction

Cottage  cheese,  often  touted  as  the
quintessential  healthy  snack,  has  long
been  hailed  for  its  high  protein  and
calcium  content.  Yet,  beyond  its
nutritional  prowess,  could  this  lumpy
dairy  delight  possess  a  darker,  more
nefarious  connection?  As  we  delve  into
the intriguing world of  dairy  and crime,
we  unravel  the  curd-ious  connection
between cottage cheese consumption and
burglaries in the state of Massachusetts.

The notion of  dairy products influencing
criminal behavior may seem like a cheesy
gimmick  at  first  blush,  but  our
investigation takes this correlation quite
seriously.  The dairy industry's impact on
human  behavior  has  been  an  area  of
fascination  for  both  scholars  and
armchair  detectives  alike.  The
preconceived  notions  and  stereotypes
about dairy consumption being innocuous
have  curd-led  our  attention  toward  a

potentially unexplored facet of its effects
on societal dynamics.

As we delve into this uncharted realm, it
is  important  to  approach  our  subject
matter  with  the  utmost  professionalism,
even as we navigate the murky waters of
puns  and  wordplay.  Understanding  the
potential  implications  of  our  findings
requires a nuanced examination of data,
statistical  analyses,  and  a  keen
intellectual  palate  for  interpreting
correlations – as cheesy as they may be.

The cheesiness of this investigation, if you
will  pardon  the  pun,  is  not  to  be
overlooked.  The  obscure  connection
between  cottage  cheese  and  burglaries
has  led  us  down  a  path  lined  with
unexpected  twists  and  turns.  At  the
outset,  it  may be difficult  to fathom the
possible  interplay  between  dairy
consumption  and  criminal  activity.
However,  our  research  aims  to  bring
about  a  heightened  awareness  of  this
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enigmatic relationship and, dare we say,
separate  the  curds  from  the  whey  of
speculation.

In  the  following  sections,  we  delve  into
the  methodology,  data  analysis,  and
results  of  our  study,  leveraging  both
academic rigor and a pinch of playfulness.
Let us embark on this curious adventure
together,  as  we  drill  down  into  the
labyrinthine world of cottage cheese and
crime.  After  all,  when  it  comes  to
unraveling  the  mysteries  of  human
behavior, the truth may just be stranger
than fiction – or a well-aged cheddar.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In the quest to understand the perplexing
correlation  between  cottage  cheese
consumption  and  burglary  rates  in
Massachusetts,  a  plethora  of  literature
has  been  unearthed  -  some  widely
recognized  and  respected,  while  others
are,  quite  frankly,  more  on  the  'cheesy'
side of things. 

Smith  and  Doe  (2015)  delved  into  the
societal  impact  of  dairy  consumption  in
their  seminal  work  on  "The  Dairy
Dilemma:  Exploring  Unconventional
Connections,"  shedding  light  on  the
potential  influence  of  dairy  products  on
behavioral patterns. Their findings hinted
at  the  possibility  of  dairy  exerting
unforeseen  effects  on  human  behavior,
laying  the  groundwork  for  our
investigation into  the specific enigma of
cottage cheese and crime.

The  pivotal  study  conducted  by  Jones
(2018) in "Milk Misdemeanors: Exploring
White-Collar  Crimes  and  Dairy
Consumption"  also  proved  to  be  an
instrumental  precursor  to  our  current
research.  Jones’  work  traversed  the
clandestine  alleys  of  dairy-related
criminal  activity,  unearthing  surprising
connections  between white-collar  crimes
and dairy consumption. While not directly
related  to  cottage  cheese,  Jones'
exploration  into  the  broader  realm  of
dairy-based  misdeeds  inspired  our

curiosity  regarding  specific  dairy
products'  influence  on  criminal
tendencies.

However,  as  we  wade  deeper  into  the
realm  of  ludicrous  dairy-related
connections, it becomes apparent that our
unfolding  investigation  necessitates  a
shift  towards  more  eclectic  sources  of
inspiration.  The  works  of  "The  Big
Cheese: A Comprehensive Guide to Dairy-
based Anomalies" by Gouda and Cheddar
(2019)  provide  a  rather  unorthodox
perspective on the cosmic implications of
dairy products, from Milky Ways to crime-
laden constellations.  While their  content
might be more whimsical than empirical,
it  has  nevertheless  informed  the
imaginative  undercurrents  that  fuel  our
quest for understanding.

Transitioning  into  the  realm  of  fictional
narratives, we begrudgingly acknowledge
the  potential  wisdom  hidden  within  the
pages of  Agatha Christie's  "The Case of
the Burgled Brie"  and Sir  Arthur Conan
Doyle's "The Cottage Cheese Burglaries."
While these works primarily fall into the
genre of detective fiction, their tantalizing
titles  offer  a  playful  nod  to  the  subject
matter  at  hand,  albeit  with  a  dash  of
melodramatic flair.

Taking  a  brief  detour  into  the  realm of
television,  the authors feel  compelled to
mention  their  "research  endeavors"  into
shows such as "Cottage Crimes: Whodunit
with Dairy," and the riveting documentary
series  that  left  our  investigative  team
utterly  spellbound,  "Burglaries  and
Binges:  An  Exploration  of  Crime  and
Curds."  While  these  may  not  be
conventional  sources  for  scholarly
discourse, they have certainly contributed
to  the  authors'  mental  state,  if  nothing
else.

The  lively  medley  of  sources,  both
academic and otherwise, has imparted a
nuanced perspective  to  our  inquiry,  one
that embraces the multidimensionality of
the cottage cheese and crime conundrum.
As we journey forward, let us endeavor to
remain grounded in empirical rigor while
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embracing  the  whimsy  inherent  in  our
pursuit of knowledge. The rich tapestry of
literature, both serious and comical, has
paved  the  way  for  our  investigation's
unorthodox  trajectory,  and  we
wholeheartedly  invite  our  esteemed
readers  to  join  us  in  this  fromage-filled
expedition.

METHODOLOGY

METHODOLOGY

Data Collection

Our research team embarked on a quest
to  gather  data  encompassing  cottage
cheese consumption and burglary rates in
Massachusetts  from  1990  to  2021.  Our
data  mining  expedition  led  us  to  the
United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA)  and  the  FBI  Criminal  Justice
Information Services. We scoured through
various  databases,  feeling  like  dairy
archaeologists  unearthing  hidden
treasures  of  statistical  significance.
Utilizing  obscure  and  esoteric  data
retrieval  techniques  (okay,  mostly  just
Google  searches),  we  meticulously
documented  the  per  capita  consumption
of  cottage  cheese  obtained  from  the
USDA, relishing in the pun-derful world of
dairy  statistics.  Simultaneously,  we
harnessed the power of crime data from
the  FBI,  demonstrating  that  our
investigation had both brains and brawn,
or rather brie and burglar rates.

Data Analysis

With a cornucopia of data at our disposal,
we engaged in sophisticated data analysis
methods,  including  but  not  limited  to
regression  modeling  and  time  series
analysis.  Our  scientific  toolbox  was
equipped  with  state-of-the-art  statistical
software, which, much like a skilled sous-
chef, carefully sliced and diced the data to
extract  the  juiciest,  most  statistically
significant findings. We also implemented
advanced  techniques  such  as  cross-
correlation  analysis,  clustering
algorithms,  and  perhaps  a  sprinkle  of
magical dairy dust to unravel the web of

correlations and determine the extent of
the  cottage  cheese-burglary  connection.
All  the  while,  we  maintained  an  air  of
rigorous  analysis,  despite  occasional
verbal  slip-ups  acknowledging  the  grin-
inducing nature of our subject matter.

Statistical Testing

To  ascertain  the  robustness  of  our
findings,  we  subjected  our  correlation
coefficients  and  regression  models  to
rigorous  statistical  testing.  The  results
were  scrutinized  using  conventional
significance  thresholds,  albeit  with  a
modicum of cheesy skepticism. We aimed
to  uncover  the  truth  hidden  amid  the
statistical  noise,  akin  to  excavating  a
trove  of  gouda  amidst  a  pile  of  bland
mozzarella.  The  statistical  tests
conducted were chosen for their ability to
capture  the  nuanced  yet  robust
relationship  between  cottage  cheese
consumption  and  burglary  rates,  thus
ensuring  that  our  findings  were  not
merely coincidental, but rather whey-ting
to be uncovered.

Ethical Considerations

Adhering to ethical guidelines, we sought
to  ensure  that  our  data  collection  and
analysis  process  maintained  the  highest
standards  of  integrity  and  objectivity,
despite  the  occasional  temptation  to
inject cheesy humor into our discussions.
Every  effort  was  made  to  uphold  the
principles  of  scientific  integrity  and
transparency in our research endeavors,
even  amid  the  temptation  to  embellish
our findings with dairy-related puns.

In conclusion, our methodology employed
a blend of academic rigor and a touch of
whimsy  in  the  quest  to  unravel  the
mysterious  connection  between  cottage
cheese  consumption  and  burglaries  in
Massachusetts.  Our  approach  was  both
scrupulous and spirited, striving to serve
up a slice of scientific inquiry with a side
of subtle, dairy-inspired delight.

RESULTS
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The  intriguing  association  between
cottage cheese consumption and burglary
rates in Massachusetts yielded surprising
findings.  Our  analysis  of  the  data
spanning from 1990 to  2021 revealed a
remarkably  strong  positive  correlation,
with  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9187611,  an  r-squared  of  0.8441220,
and a p-value less than 0.01. 

Fig.  1  displays  a  scatterplot  illustrating
the  robust  relationship  between  per
capita  cottage  cheese  consumption  and
burglary rates.  The scatterplot depicts a
compelling trajectory that mirrors the rise
and  fall  of  cottage  cheese  intake  in
tandem with the ebb and flow of burglary
incidents in the state. If a picture is worth
a thousand words, this scatterplot is the
Mona  Lisa  of  dairy-related  crime
correlations.

These  results  leave  us  lightheartedly
contemplating  whether  "cheese  Louise"
could  be  the  exclamation  of  a  startled
burglar  upon  encountering  a  fridge
stocked  with  cottage  cheese.  As  we
ponder the implications of our findings, it
becomes clear  that  the  cheesy  allure of
cottage  cheese  may  extend  beyond  its
delectable  taste  and  into  the  realm  of
social order. The correlation we observed
could be perceived as a gouda news, bad
news  situation—depending  on  one's
perspective.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our study contributes to the burgeoning
literature  on  the  influence  of  dietary
choices  on  human behavior,  providing  a

substantial foundation for future research
into  the  dairy-crime  nexus.  It  certainly
seems that when it  comes to unraveling
the  mysteries  of  criminology,  the
breadcrumbs  might  just  lead  to  the
cheese aisle.

DISCUSSION

The  findings  of  our  study  provide
compelling  evidence  supporting  the
hypothesized association between cottage
cheese consumption and burglary rates in
Massachusetts. While the initial foray into
this research endeavor may have sparked
some incredulity,  the  results  stand  as  a
testament  to  the  unexpectedly  strong
correlation unearthed in our analysis. The
robust  positive  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9187611 and a  p-value  less  than 0.01
unequivocally lend credence to the notion
that  cottage  cheese  consumption  may
indeed  be  intricately  linked  to  deviant
behaviors,  specifically  burglary  in  this
context.

Drawing  inspiration  from  the  rather
eclectic  array  of  literature  reviewed  in
our study, particularly the unconventional
perspectives  of  Gouda  and  Cheddar
(2019), we are prompted to consider the
broader  ramifications  of  our  findings.  It
seems  that  the  cosmic  implications  of
dairy products, as whimsically posited by
these  authors,  may  not  be  entirely  far-
fetched.

In  supporting  the  previous  works  by
Smith  and  Doe  (2015)  as  well  as  Jones
(2018),  our  study  reinforces  the  notion
that  dairy  products,  in  a  broader sense,
may  exert  unforeseen  influences  on
human  behavior.  The  dairy-related
criminal activities unraveled by Jones and
the societal impact of dairy consumption
explored  by  Smith  and  Doe  serve  as
compelling  antecedents  to  our  curd-ious
inquiry. However, our findings introduce a
novel  specificity to this line of research,
delving into the distinct impact of cottage
cheese on criminal activities. As such, our
results  not  only  validate  the  previously
established  links  between  dairy

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



consumption  and  deviant  behaviors  but
also  contribute  significantly  to  the
literature  by  pinpointing  the  peculiar
association with cottage cheese.

Indeed, the scatterplot depicting the rise
and  fall  of  cottage  cheese  intake  in
parallel with the fluctuations in burglary
incidents  presents  an  image  that  is  as
compelling as it  is  amusing.  One cannot
help but wonder whether the exclamation
"cheese  Louise"  might  indeed punctuate
an encounter between a startled burglar
and a stockpile of cottage cheese. These
quirks  aside,  our  findings  prompt  a
deeper  consideration  of  the  potential
societal implications of our results.

The  implications  of  our  study  extend
beyond  the  mere  statistical  association
between cottage cheese consumption and
burglary rates. These findings underscore
the need for further investigation into the
underlying mechanisms by which dietary
choices,  including  specific dairy  product
preferences,  may  influence  criminal
tendencies. Moreover, they open the door
to  a  host  of  questions  surrounding  the
potential societal interventions that could
be  informed  by  understanding  such
curious correlations.

Ultimately,  our  study  presents  an
engaging  addition  to  the  scholarly
discourse  on  the  influence  of  dietary
choices  on  human  behavior.  As  we
progress in our endeavor to unravel the
mysteries  of  criminology,  it  becomes
increasingly  evident  that  the  intriguing
landscape  of  crime  research  harbors
unexpected  twists  and  turns,  perhaps
even as unpredictable as the trajectory of
cottage cheese-related correlations.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  into  the
correlation  between  cottage  cheese
consumption  and  burglary  rates  in
Massachusetts  has illumined a curd-ious
connection that warrants further scrutiny.
The robust positive correlation unearthed,
with  a  correlation  coefficient  of

0.9187611 and a p-value less than 0.01,
illustrates a compelling relationship that
demands  attention.  While  our  findings
may  initially  appear  as  a  "gouda"  joke,
they  have  serious  implications  for
understanding  the  intricate  interplay
between  dietary  habits  and  societal
dynamics.

It is important to approach these findings
with the gravity they deserve, even as we
savor  the  pun-derful  possibilities  they
present.  The  unsuspected  link  between
cottage  cheese  and  burglaries  has
undoubtedly  piqued  our  scholarly
appetite,  prompting  us  to  consider  the
potential  influence  of  dairy  products  on
deviant  behaviors.  This  unexpected
connection adds a new layer of complexity
to the age-old "whodunit" mystery, leaving
us to wonder if perhaps the culprit didn't
leave  behind  fingerprints,  but  rather  a
telltale cottage cheese residue.

As we wrap up this cheesy investigation,
it  is  clear  that  our  findings  have  curd-
ential  implications  for  future  research
endeavors.  However,  it  is  important  to
note  that  correlation  does  not  imply
causation, and further studies are needed
to  delve  into  the  mechanistic
underpinnings  of  this  association.  While
this  may seem like  the  "whey"  forward,
we must resist the temptation to jump to
any conclusions in haste.

In  light  of  our  study,  we  urge  fellow
researchers to churn out further inquiries
into  the  enigmatic  relationship  between
dairy consumption and criminal activities.
However,  as  tempting  as  it  may  be  to
"whey" our excitement for more research,
we  must  acknowledge  the  need  for
caution in drawing definitive conclusions.
At  the  end  of  the  day,  it's  important  to
approach the subject matter with a sense
of  humor,  but  also  a  healthy  dose  of
academic rigor.

In  sum,  we  have  sliced  through  the
cheese  of  speculation  and  presented
compelling evidence that warrants further
investigation.  The  thread  that  connects
cottage cheese and burglaries may seem
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comically improbable at first glance, but
the data tells a compellingly different tale.
With that said, we can confidently affirm
that no further research is needed in this
area.
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