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Abstract

The pursuit of knowledge often leads us down unexpected
avenues,  and  our  research  into  the  correlation  between
Associates  degrees  in  Social  Sciences  and  Google
searches  for  'cold  shower'  exemplifies  this  perfectly.
Using  data  from  the  National  Center  for  Education
Statistics  and  Google  Trends,  we  aimed  to  uncover  a
potential link between academic pursuits and the yearning
for  refreshment.  Our  findings  revealed  a  staggering
correlation coefficient  of  0.9863256 and p < 0.01 from
2011 to 2021, highlighting a striking connection between
the two seemingly disparate domains. Join us as we dive
into  the  humorous  side  of  academia  and  uncover  the
chilly truth behind this unexpected association!

1. Introduction

When we first  embarked on this  research journey,
we never anticipated that we would find ourselves
knee-deep  in  the  frigid  waters  of  'cold  shower'
Google  searches.  Yet,  as  they  say,  truth  is  often
stranger than fiction, and our investigation into the
relationship  between  Associates  degrees  in  Social
Sciences  and  the  craving  for  an  icy  dousing  has
indeed been an enlightening odyssey.

As  scholars  of  the  social  sciences,  we  are
accustomed to examining the complexities of human
behavior,  unraveling  the  mysteries  of  society,  and
occasionally pondering the existential quandaries of
life. However, little did we know that our pursuit of
knowledge  would  lead  us  to  probe  the  seemingly
whimsical  connection  between  academic
achievement  and the  urge to  take a  bracing rinse.
This  study  has  been  a  refreshing  dip  into  the
juxtaposition of  serious  academic  pursuits  and  the
lighthearted whimsies of Google searches.

The  idiosyncratic  nature  of  our  research topic  has
allowed  us  to,  quite  literally,  dive  into  uncharted
waters,  bridging  the  realms  of  academia  and  the
colloquial curiosities of everyday life. In uncovering
this surprising correlation, we hope to infuse a bit of
levity into the often somber and meticulous world of
academic  research.  So,  fasten  your  seat  belts  (or
perhaps your shower handles),  as we embark on a
journey through the wondrous yet wacky landscape
of statistical analysis and societal quirks.
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2. Literature Review

In "Smith et  al.  (2018)," the authors find a strong
positive  correlation  between  the  number  of
Associates degrees awarded in Social Sciences and
the frequency of Google searches for 'cold shower'
in  the  United States.  The  study,  conducted over  a
ten-year period, explores the intriguing relationship
between academic achievement and the desire for a
shivery  escapade  under  the  showerhead.  The
findings demonstrate an unexpected connection that
has sparked curiosity among researchers and tickled
the funny bones of academia.

Building  upon  this  foundation,  Doe  and  Jones
(2020) delve into the psychological motives behind
seeking chilly reprieve post-academic triumph. Their
research suggests that  the pursuit  of  an Associates
degree  in  the  Social  Sciences  may  stimulate  a
subconscious  yearning  for  a  refreshing  interlude,
manifesting  in  the  form  of  'cold  shower'  Google
queries. As the authors uncover the mysterious allure
of cold showers,  they invite  readers to ponder the
peculiar  ways  in  which  academic  endeavors
intertwine with seemingly unrelated whims.

Drawing from the world of non-fiction literature, the
works of Tony Robbins and Malcolm Gladwell offer
insights into human behavior and the motivators that
drive individuals to seek unconventional sources of
rejuvenation.  In  "Awaken  the  Giant  Within,"
Robbins elucidates the profound impact of personal
empowerment,  while  Gladwell's  "Outliers:  The
Story  of  Success"  explores  the  unexpected
correlations  that  shape  human achievement.  These
thought-provoking  texts  lay  the  groundwork  for
understanding the multifaceted dimensions of human
aspiration,  including  the  overlooked  desire  for  a
brisk shower experience.

On the literary front, the works of Haruki Murakami
and  Gabriel  Garcia  Marquez  provide  a  whimsical
lens through which to examine the complexities of
human  desires  and  the  serendipitous  nature  of
discovery. Murakami's "Kafka on the Shore" delves
into the enigmatic yearnings of the human psyche,
embracing  the  surreal  and  the  unexpected  with
nonchalant  curiosity.  Similarly,  Garcia  Marquez's
"One  Hundred  Years  of  Solitude"  blurs  the  lines
between  reality  and  fantasy,  inviting  readers  to

ponder  the  inexplicable  idiosyncrasies  of  human
existence.  These  literary  masterpieces  echo  the
unexpected  twists  and  turns  encountered  in  the
pursuit  of  knowledge,  mirroring  the  whimsical
nature of our own research journey.

In the realm of popular culture, the infamous "Too
Hot,  Turn  Cold"  meme  has  permeated  internet
forums,  humorously  juxtaposing  the  dichotomy of
temperature preferences in showers and beverages.
This viral sensation highlights society's fascination
with  the  interplay  of  hot  and  cold  sensations,
infusing a lighthearted perspective into the broader
discourse  on  temperature-related  preferences.  The
meme's playful undertones resonate with the jovial
spirit  of  our own investigation,  offering a comical
backdrop to the scholarly contemplation of academic
pursuits and cold showers.

As we navigate the scholarly landscape, it becomes
evident that the pursuit of knowledge often leads us
down  unexpected  paths.  The  correlation  between
Associates  degrees  in  Social  Sciences  and Google
searches  for  'cold  shower'  presents  a  captivating
juxtaposition of serious academic endeavors and the
delightful  quirks  of  everyday  life.  Our  research
seeks  to  shed  light  on  this  amusing  relationship,
celebrating the whimsical intricacies that continue to
astonish and delight us in the world of academia.

3. Methodology

The methodology for this research was as intricate
as a Gordian knot, but fear not, we shall unravel it
for you with as much grace and humor as possible.
Our approach was as refreshing as a cold shower on
a sweltering day, utilizing the data from the National
Center for Education Statistics and Google Trends.
We chose these sources because, let's face it, where
else can you find a blend of academic achievement
and the yearning for a chilly wake-up call? Ah, the
wonders  of  the  internet,  serving  up  insights  as
diverse as the flavors of an ice cream parlor!

To kick off our data-gathering escapade, we delved
into  the  National  Center  for  Education  Statistics,
scouring  through the details  of  Associates  degrees
awarded in the Social Sciences from 2011 to 2021.
We  wanted  to  see  just  how many  scholarly  souls
were  venturing  into  the  realms  of  sociology,
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anthropology, and psychology, itching to explore the
enigmatic workings of the human mind and society.
It was like embarking on a quest to find the golden
ticket in a sea of academic parchment.

Next, we turned our attention to the virtual oracle of
all  things search-related – Google  Trends.  Oh,  the
joy of quantifying the collective human yearning for
a bracing cascade of icy water with nothing but  a
few keystrokes and a cup of coffee. We meticulously
recorded the search interest for 'cold shower,' teasing
out the peaks and troughs of curiosity that ebbed and
flowed  over  the  years.  It  was  like  watching  the
waves  of  digital  information  crashing  against  the
shores of our curiosity, each data point a sparkling
droplet in the vast ocean of human inquiry.

Now, every daring endeavor has its challenges, and
our  quest  for  correlation  was  no  different.  We
wrangled  with  statistical  tools  and  software  like
intrepid  sailors  battling  choppy  seas,  navigating
through  the  tempestuous  realms  of  regression
analysis and correlation coefficients.  We sought to
uncover  the  hidden  patterns  in  the  data,  sifting
through  the  grains  of  information  like  eager
beachcombers on a quest for the shiniest seashells.

The linchpin of our methodology lay in the elegant
dance  of  numbers,  as  we  employed  Pearson's
correlation coefficient  to measure  the strength and
direction  of  the  relationship  between  Associates
degrees  awarded  in  Social  Sciences  and  Google
searches for 'cold shower.' We wanted to see if there
was a dance of academia and aqua, a symphony of
scholarly  pursuits  and  a  hankering  for  a  shock of
cold water that transcended mere coincidence.

In  the  end,  our  methodology  was  a  quirky
amalgamation  of  scholarly  rigor  and  whimsical
wonder,  an  ode  to  the  spirit  of  exploration  that
defines  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.  So,  dear  reader,
join us as we unravel the icy enigma that permeates
the nuanced tapestry of academic achievement and
the thirst for a shiver-inducing plunge – for it is in
these unexpected juxtapositions that the true magic
of research unfolds.

4. Results

In  the  pursuit  of  uncovering  the  enigmatic
correlation  between  Associates  degrees  in  Social

Sciences and Google searches for 'cold shower', our
research journey has taken us on a whimsical and,
dare  I  say,  refreshing  adventure.  The  data  we
gathered  from  the  National  Center  for  Education
Statistics and Google Trends yielded a remarkably
strong correlation coefficient of 0.9863256, with an
r-squared of 0.9728382 and p < 0.01 from 2011 to
2021. It's safe to say that we were left feeling quite
chilled by these findings!

Fig.  1  (see  below)  showcases  the  scatterplot  that
vividly  illustrates  the  robust  relationship  between
these  two  seemingly  unrelated  variables.  It  seems
that as the number of Associates degrees awarded in
Social  Sciences rises,  so too does the interest  in a
bracing  cold  shower.  It's  like  discovering  an
unexpected  synergy  between  intellectual  pursuits
and the desire for a shiver-inducing wake-up call!

Our results unveil a correlation so strong that even
the  most  skeptical  of  statistical  skeptics  would  be
left  contemplating  the  frigid  allure  of  data.  This
unexpected connection between scholarly endeavors
and the quest for a chilling experience prompts us to
ponder the idiosyncrasies of human behavior and the
ways in which academic pursuits may influence our
everyday inclinations.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  summary,  our  findings  not  only  highlight  a
compelling correlation but also serve as a reminder
that even the most unconventional connections can
offer  valuable  insights.  So,  grab  your  analytical
mindset and a towel, and join us as we dive into the
refreshing and slightly eccentric world of academia
and 'cold shower' Google searches. After all, in the
realm of academic research, the real warmth comes
from uncovering the unexpected, even if it's in the

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



form of statistical correlations that leave you feeling
a bit... well, chilled!

5. Discussion

Our  investigation  into  the  correlation  between
Associates  degrees  in  Social  Sciences  and Google
searches  for  'cold  shower'  has  left  us  with  some
delightfully  thought-provoking  and  quite  literally
chilling findings. Building on the ticklish research of
Smith  et  al.  (2018),  we  too  found  a  shockingly
strong  positive  correlation,  which  aligns  with  the
psychological motives suggested by the work of Doe
and Jones (2020). It's as if the pursuit of knowledge
in the Social Sciences triggers an innate desire for a
chilly interlude, substantiating the whimsical effects
of  academic  achievements  on  the  quest  for
refreshment.

In line with the unexpected correlations highlighted
by  Robbins  and  Gladwell,  as  well  as  the  surreal
revelations of Murakami and Garcia Marquez,  our
research journey has indeed unfolded like the plot of
a  whimsical  novel,  offering unexpected twists  and
turns that are as refreshing as a cold shower on a hot
day.  The  "Too  Hot,  Turn  Cold"  meme's  playful
undertones  resonate  with  the  lighthearted  spirit  of
our investigation, serving as a comical backdrop to
the  scholarly  contemplation  of  academic  pursuits
and cold showers.

Our results vividly illustrate the robust relationship
between  these  seemingly  unrelated  variables,
inviting  us  to  ponder  the  idiosyncrasies  of  human
behavior and the ways in which academic endeavors
may  influence  our  everyday  inclinations.  It's  as
though the  pursuit  of  an  Associates  degree  in  the
Social Sciences provides the intellectual foundation
for a refreshing escapade. And as the interest in cold
showers  rises  alongside  the  number  of  Social
Science degrees, we are reminded that even the most
unconventional  connections  can  offer  valuable
insights.

So,  while  our  findings  showcase  a  compelling
correlation, they also remind us that in the world of
academic  research,  the  real  warmth  comes  from
uncovering the unexpected, even if it's in the form of
statistical correlations that leave you feeling a bit...
well,  chilled!  The  surprising  connection  between

academic  endeavors  and  the  quest  for  a  chilling
experience prompts us to ponder the peculiar ways
in  which  knowledge-seeking  intertwines  with
everyday whims and desires.

In conclusion, our research embodies the delightful
quirks  of  everyday  life  and  academia,  with  the
unexpected correlation between Associates degrees
in  Social  Sciences  and  Google  searches  for  'cold
shower' serving as a whimsical reminder that even in
the  serious  pursuit  of  knowledge,  there's  always
room  for  a  refreshing  surprise  or  two.  Here's  to
embracing the unexpected and uncovering the chilly
truths that tickle our curiosity!

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  research  has  left  us  feeling
delightfully  frosty  as  we  ponder  the  peculiar
connection  between  Associates  degrees  in  Social
Sciences and Google searches for 'cold shower'. It's
astonishing  to  think  that  the  pursuit  of  academic
knowledge  may  indeed  be  correlated  with  the
yearning  for  a  brisk  bathing  experience.  This
correlation, with its strength rivaling the chilliest of
winter  gusts,  has  certainly  sent  shivers  down  our
statistical spines.

As we wrap up our findings, we are reminded that
academic  inquiry  has  a  way  of  leading  us  down
unexpected paths,  just like stumbling upon an ice-
cold  shower  on  a  scorching  summer  day.  It's  like
finding  a  data-driven diamond in the  rough,  or  in
this  case,  the  frost.  The  juxtaposition  of  scholarly
pursuits and the lighthearted whimsy of cold shower
searches has certainly been a refreshing dip into the
offbeat world of research.

In the spirit of academic merriment, let's raise a toast
–  or  should  we  say,  an  icicle?  –  to  the  quirky
revelations  uncovered  in  this  chilly  endeavor.  Our
statistical  sleuthing has shed light  on a correlation
that  is  as  unexpected as  finding a  polar  bear  in  a
library.  With  such  a  remarkable  correlation
coefficient  and  p-value,  it's  safe  to  say  that  our
findings are as cool as a cucumber – or should we
say, as cool as a... well, cold shower!

With that, we assert that no further research in this
area is needed – it seems we've already uncovered
the chilly truth behind this unexpected association.
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Let's  leave  the  rest  to  the  imagination  and  the
occasional burst of statistical serendipity. After all,
in  the  realm  of  research,  sometimes  the  most
peculiar connections can be the most enlightening.
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