*The Center for Applied Memetics Research and
Development Review
2024 Vol. 11, No. 9, 515-529

Copyleft The Center for Applied Memetics Research and
Development, no rights reserved. Contents may be shared
with whoever you feel like. They can be copied, emailed,
posted to a list-serv, printed out and tacked on a colleague's
office door. Whatever you want.

EYE OF THE STORM: TRACKING THE 'MR. BEAST"
EFFECT ON ATLANTIC HURRICANE ACTIVITY

Charlotte Hughes, Ava Taylor, George P Tillman

International College

In this paper, we explore the peculiar relationship between Google searches for 'Mr. Beast' and the
number of Atlantic hurricanes each year. Utilizing data from Google Trends and Wikipedia, we
conducted a rigorous analysis covering the years 2007 to 2022. We discovered a surprisingly strong
correlation coefficient of 0.8204936, with p < 0.01, indicating a significant association between these
seemingly unrelated phenomena. Despite the initial skepticism surrounding this investigation, the
results were nothing short of a whirlwind. Our findings reveal a remarkably close connection
between the popularity of 'Mr. Beast' and the intensity of Atlantic hurricane seasons. However, we
must resist the temptation to attribute causation to correlation; it seems unlikely that Jimmy
Donaldson's charitable antics are directly affecting weather patterns. As the saying goes, "Some
phenomena are just a gust of wind away from being blown out of proportion." Our study offers an
unexpected twist to the ongoing discourse on the influence of popular culture on environmental
occurrences. As for the future, further research is needed to unravel the enigmatic bond between
internet search trends and meteorological events. Ultimately, this investigation confirms that, in the
grand scheme of things, even the most unconventional variables may hold a storm of significance. In
conclusion, our research sheds light on an unanticipated relationship, demonstrating that in the
realm of statistical analysis, there's always a whirlwind of surprises waiting to be uncovered. We
hope this study sparks a storm of curiosity and continues to blow away any preconceived notions
about the connections between seemingly disparate phenomena.

The world of meteorology is no stranger
to unexpected correlations and curious
coincidences, but the link between Google
searches for 'Mr. Beast' and the number
of Atlantic hurricanes each year is a
tempest in a teapot that has left many
scratching their heads. This peculiar
pairing seems as unlikely as finding a
polar bear in a snowstorm, but as
researchers, it's our duty to explore these
gusts of curiosity to uncover the truth, no
matter how windswept the path may be.

As we wade into the swirling seas of data,
it's  important to remember that
correlation does not imply causation. Just
because there's a strong relationship
between the popularity of a YouTube
sensation and the frequency of
hurricanes, it doesn't mean that Mr. Beast

is summoning storms with his extravagant
philanthropy. It's a bit like saying that the
number of ice cream sales causes an
increase in shark attacks - a correlation
ripe for skepticism, but worth
investigating nonetheless. As they say,
"The truth is out there, but it might be
floating in the eye of a hurricane."

Our journey into this unlikely connection
began with the realization that statistics,
like hurricanes, can sometimes take us by
storm. The numbers don't lie, and they
certainly don't take vacations in the
Bahamas during hurricane season. As we
delved into the data from Google Trends
and Wikipedia, we couldn't help but
marvel at the swirling dance of digits,
conducting a symphony of statistics that
made even the most  steadfast
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researcher's head spin. It's as if we were
trying to predict the path of a hurricane
with a barometer made of spaghetti - a
challenging endeavor, but one that
promises a whirlwind of intellectual
adventure.

Now, before we get swept away by the
statistical significance of our findings,
let's not forget to approach this research
with a healthy dose of skepticism and
humor. After all, as they say "A
statistician can have his head in an oven
and his feet in ice, and on average, he's
comfortable." So, channeling our inner
data detectives, we set out to uncover the
truth behind this unlikely relationship,
hoping to weather the storm of skepticism
and emerge with a clear understanding of
the forces at play.

As we embark on this scientific odyssey
into the eye of the storm, we invite
readers to grab their raincoats and join us
in exploring the uncharted territory of
internet culture's impact on natural
phenomena. So, batten down the hatches,
secure your hypothesis like a sturdy
anchor, and let's set sail into the tempest
of discovery. After all, when it comes to
unexpected correlations, there's always a
pun-dant joke waiting to blow you away.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The connection between unusual
phenomena and unexpected correlations
has long been a source of fascination and
bewilderment in the scientific community.
In "Smith et al. (2015)," the authors delve
into the complexities of statistical
anomalies, likening them to trying to
predict the trajectory of a hurricane using
a compass that only points in the
direction of the nearest ice cream parlor.
Even in the face of seemingly nonsensical
relationships, the pursuit of
understanding remains unwavering, much
like a determined meteorologist in the
midst of a particularly turbulent storm.

Diving deeper into the realm of
unconventional relationships, "Doe and

Johnson (2018)" highlight the need to
approach data with a discerning eye,
cautioning against attributing causation
to correlation. They emphasize that just
because two variables display a strong
statistical association, it doesn't mean
that one is the direct cause of the other.
As they humorously quip, "Correlation
does not always imply causation, but it
can certainly lead to some ‘stormy'
discussions."

Venturing into the realm of popular
culture and its potential impact on natural
phenomena, "Jones (2020)" presents a
thought-provoking analysis on the
influence of internet search trends on
environmental occurrences. The study
suggests that contemporary digital
phenomena may exert a greater influence
on traditional metrics than previously
thought, revealing the hidden currents
that underlie seemingly unrelated
phenomena. Indeed, the impact of online
trends on real-world events presents a
veritable whirlwind of possibilities, much
like trying to predict the path of a
hurricane using a magic eight ball.

Transitioning to the world of non-fiction
literature, the works of "Kerry Emanuel"
and "Erik Larson" lend valuable
perspective on the intricacies of
meteorological phenomena and the
historical impact of natural disasters.
While outwardly unrelated to our
investigation, these works serve as
important anchors, reminding us of the
complexity and gravity of our subject
matter. As the saying goes, "In a storm,
the safest place is in the eye," and these
texts offer a steady vantage point from
which to survey the tempest of our
research.

In the realm of fiction, the literary works
of "Isaac's Storm" and "Storm Front"
carry titles that are more than
coincidentally relevant to our current
investigation. While the content of these
novels may not directly pertain to the
statistical relationship between 'Mr
Beast' and Atlantic hurricanes, their titles
stand as a whimsical reminder that
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sometimes, the tempest of reality and
fiction can converge in unexpected ways.
As they say, "In the eye of the literary
storm, there's always a pun waiting to
blow you away."

Adding a contemporary touch to our
exploration, social media posts from
platforms such as Twitter and Reddit have
revealed an undercurrent of speculation
regarding the curious correlation
between 'Mr. Beast' and Atlantic
hurricanes. These digital conversations
serve as a reminder that even in the age
of information, the winds of curiosity
continue to blow, stirring up a flurry of
unexpected connections and providing
fertile ground for scientific inquiry.

In the words of the renowned scholar Dad
Jostein Gaadstorm, "Statistics may seem
like a dry subject, but when you add a
dash of humor, it becomes a perfect storm
of entertainment and insight." The
literature reviewed here provides a solid
foundation for our investigation, serving
as a guide through the turbulent seas of
statistical analysis and popular culture's
impact on natural phenomena. As we
navigate the uncharted waters of this
unlikely relationship, it's clear that in the
grand scheme of statistical analysis,
there's always a whirlwind of surprises
waiting to be uncovered.

METHODOLOGY

To begin our journey into the statistical
tempest, we utilized data from Google
Trends and Wikipedia to track the annual
volume of searches for 'Mr. Beast' and the
recorded number of Atlantic hurricanes
from 2007 to 2022. We opted for Google
Trends as our primary data source due to
its detailed insights into search patterns,
allowing us to ride the wave of public
interest in the enigmatic figure of 'Mr.
Beast'. As we delved into this task, it
became evident that navigating research
on internet trends and meteorological
activities is akin to chasing a hurricane
with an wumbrella - a challenging

endeavor, but one that promises a
whirlwind of discoveries.

As we cast our net for data, we
encountered the daunting task of
ensuring the validity and reliability of our
search trend information. Given the ever-
shifting currents of internet culture, we
faced the challenge of distinguishing
genuine interest in 'Mr. Beast' from
fleeting surges, akin to deciphering the
subtleties of a tropical depression amidst
the tumult of the digital ocean.
Nevertheless, we employed robust
statistical methods to triangulate our
data, minimizing the risk of capturing
mere ripples in the cyberspace rather
than substantial waves of interest.

Being conscientious researchers
navigating  uncharted  waters, we
incorporated additional sources to

corroborate our findings. Wikipedia, with
its trove of historical hurricane data,
acted as a sturdy life raft in our quest for
supplemental information. Like seasoned
sailors seeking multiple navigational aids,
we cross-referenced our Google Trends
data with established records of
hurricane activity to ensure we weren't
merely chasing a red herring in the storm
of statistical analysis.

With such a wide range of data sources,
we faced the challenge of harmonizing
disparate datasets, akin to orchestrating a
symphony of numbers that would
resonate with the rigors of academic
inquiryy Much like a meteorologist
interpreting a complex weather system,
we sifted through the digital downpour to
distill a coherent narrative, ensuring that
our findings didn't fizzle out like a storm
with no thunder.

Ultimately, our methodology involved a
careful balance of agility and rigor, much
like a seasoned surfer navigating the
tumultuous waves of data abundance. As
any seasoned seafarer knows, a sturdy
vessel of methodology is essential to
embark on a voyage through the gales of
empirical exploration. So, with our
compass of curiosity firmly in hand, we
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set sail on the turbulent sea of research,
buoyed by the restless winds of statistical
inquiry and the promise of unearthing
unexpected correlations amidst the storm
of data.

RESULTS

The  analysis conducted on the
relationship between Google searches for
'Mr. Beast' and the number of Atlantic
hurricanes from 2007 to 2022 revealed a
surprising correlation coefficient of
0.8204936, indicating a strong positive
association between these two seemingly
disparate variables. To put it simply, there
seems to be a storm of a connection
between the popularity of a YouTube
sensation and the frequency of Atlantic
hurricanes. It's as if these two phenomena
were caught in a whirlwind romance - a
love affair between internet trends and
meteorological events that even a
meteorologist would find unexpected.

The r-squared value of 0.6732097
suggests that approximately 67.3% of the
variability in the number of Atlantic
hurricanes can be explained by the
variability in Google searches for 'Mr.
Beast.' It's a bit like predicting the path of
a hurricane with a magic eight ball -
surprisingly accurate, but with a touch of
unpredictability = that keeps things
interesting. Like the swirling winds of a
tropical storm, this statistical relationship
has certainly  blown away our
expectations.

As for the p-value of less than 0.01, it
provides compelling evidence against the
null hypothesis, indicating that this
correlation is not just a chance
occurrence. It's as if the statistical winds
have whispered to us, "There's more to
this connection than meets the eye - a
tempest of significance that demands
further investigation."
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The figure (Fig. 1) presents a scatterplot
illustrating the strong positive correlation
between Google searches for 'Mr. Beast'
and the number of Atlantic hurricanes.
The data points coalesce into a swirling
pattern, reminiscent of the intricate
dance of atmospheric pressures guiding
the formation of a hurricane. It's a visual
representation of the  unexpected
interplay between internet search trends
and meteorological phenomena, a stormy
affair that defies conventional wisdom.

In conclusion, our findings highlight the
intriguing relationship between the online
popularity of 'Mr. Beast' and the
frequency of Atlantic hurricanes. This
research, like a zephyr stirring the leaves,
has breathed new life into the exploration
of seemingly unrelated variables. As we
continue to wunravel the mysteries of
statistical correlations, remember, in the
world of research, there's always a
chance of stumbling upon the eye of a
statistical storm.

DISCUSSION

The results of our investigation provide
compelling evidence of a significant
association between Google searches for
'Mr. Beast' and the number of Atlantic
hurricanes, confirming and extending the
prior research in this area. Our findings
align with the studies by Smith et al.
(2015) which likened statistical anomalies
to trying to predict the trajectory of a
hurricane using only a compass that
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points to the nearest ice cream parlor. In
our case, it seems that the internet
compass may be pointing us in the
direction of 'Mr. Beast' whenever a
hurricane is about to make landfall.

Our study also lends support to the
cautionary advice offered by Doe and
Johnson (2018), emphasizing the need to
resist attributing causation to correlation.
While the statistical relationship between
'Mr. Beast' searches and Atlantic
hurricanes is robust, we must
acknowledge that Jimmy Donaldson's
charitable antics are unlikely to have a
direct impact on atmospheric pressure
systems; perhaps he could consider a
weather sponsorship, and we could call it
a "Mr. Breeze" initiative.

Furthermore, our results seem to echo
the sentiment expressed in Jones' (2020)
analysis, bringing to light the influence of
contemporary digital phenomena on
conventional metrics. It's as if the online
trends and meteorological events are
engaged in a waltz, leaving us mere
mortals to spectate the intricate dance of
seemingly unrelated variables. Perhaps in
the grand ballroom of statistical analysis,
the 'Mr. Beast Effect' and Atlantic
hurricanes have found an wunexpected
harmony.

As for the unexpected literature review
items, it's clear that these whimsical
references have meaningfully contributed
to our understanding of the interplay
between  unusual phenomena and
unexpected correlations. In the tradition
of stormy puns, our findings have not only
weathered the statistical scrutiny but
have also blown away any skepticism
surrounding the association between 'Mr.
Beast' and Atlantic hurricanes. It's almost
as if statistical analysis has a sense of
humor of its own, occasionally tossing a
dad joke our way to keep things light.

In the realm of statistical research, our
investigation has certainly brought a
tempest of surprises, proving that even in
the most unconventional variables, there
may be a storm of significance brewing.

As Dad Jostein Gaadstorm so eloquently
put it, statistics may seem dry, but with a
sprinkle of humor, it becomes a whirlwind
of entertainment and insight. In essence,
our study has shattered any preconceived
notions about the connections between
seemingly disparate phenomena. After all,
in the realm of research, there's always a
chance of stumbling upon the eye of a
statistical storm, or in this case, a 'Mr.
Beast Effect.’

CONCLUSION

In closing, our investigation into the
peculiar connection between Google
searches for 'Mr. Beast' and the number
of Atlantic hurricanes has left us feeling
like we've been caught in a whirlwind of
statistical serendipity. The results of our
analysis have blown away any doubts
about the surprisingly strong correlation
coefficient, leaving us calmer than a
meteorologist in a gentle breeze.

As we reflect on the implications of these
findings, it's important to remember that
correlation does not imply causation. Just
because there's a strong association
between Mr. Beast's popularity and
hurricane frequency doesn't mean he's
cooking up a storm with his videos - but if
he did, we'd certainly call it a "hurri-cain't
miss."

The r-squared value of 0.6732097 reveals
that approximately 67.3% of the
variability in Atlantic hurricanes can be
explained by Google searches for 'Mr.
Beast.' It's like predicting the path of a
hurricane with a crystal ball -
mysteriously accurate, but with a touch of
whimsy that adds excitement to the
forecast. Our results have certainly blown
our expectations out of the water, much
like a powerful gust of wind.

With a p-value of less than 0.01, the
evidence against the null hypothesis has
spoken louder than a hurricane's howl,
emphasizing the significance of this
unexpected relationship. It seems that,
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statistically speaking, this is more than
just a passing breeze - it's a veritable
tempest of interconnectedness.

In conclusion, our research has
illuminated an enigmatic bond between
internet search trends and meteorological
events, showcasing the whimsical nature
of statistical correlations. This
investigation has provided a hurricane of
insights, reminding us that in the realm of
research, even the most unlikely variables
can stir up a storm of significance.

Finally, we assert that no further research
is needed in this area. We've weathered
the statistical storm and can confidently
say that the 'Mr. Beast' effect on Atlantic
hurricane activity has been thoroughly
examined. It's time to set sail for new
scientific horizons, leaving this tempest in
a teapot behind us.
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