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ABSTRACT

GMOs and Global Gangplanks: A Corny Connection

This  study  investigates  the  seemingly  incongruous  relationship  between  the  use  of
genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in corn grown in Kansas and the prevalence of
pirate attacks globally. Utilizing data from the USDA and Statista, our research team
diligently  gathered  and  analyzed  information  to  answer  this  peculiar  question.
Surprisingly, a notable correlation coefficient of 0.9059764 and a statistically significant
p-value of  less than 0.01 were observed for  the years 2009 to  2022,  suggesting a
potential link between the two phenomena. This research not only sheds light on the
intricate interplay between agricultural practices and maritime security but also sparks
curiosity about the whimsical ways of the world.
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I. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

The relationship between GMO use in corn grown in Kansas and the occurrences of pirate 

attacks globally may seem as unlikely as finding a parrot in a petri dish or a plank in a lab. 

However, the aim of our research is to delve into this intriguing connection and unearth the 

tangled roots of this unlikely association.

The literature is rife with studies on GMOs and their impact on agricultural yields, food security, 

and even the behavior of insects. On the other hand, piracy has captured the public imagination 

with swashbuckling tales of derring-do on the high seas. Yet, few have dared to bridge the gap 

between these seemingly disparate domains of agriculture and maritime rogues. 

Our journey began with a whimsical observation that linked the consumption of GMO corn to an

uptick in global piracy. One might think this is as outlandish as an apple falling on one's head 

and revolutionizing physics, but data, like gravity, pulled us closer to this curious phenomenon. 

With rigorous analysis and an eye for patterns more hidden than pieces of eight, we set out to 

determine if there was more to this correlation than mere serendipity.

In this paper, we present our findings from a rather stalky study of GMOs in corn grown in 

Kansas and the prevalence of pirate attacks across the seven seas. We applied statistical analysis 

to the data, steering clear of any biases that might have caused us to jump to reckless 

conclusions. Our results may not be as easy to swallow as a banana in a beaker, but they present 

a potential challenge to conventional thinking in both agricultural and maritime domains.
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So, grab your compass and microscope, and let's embark on this scientifically adventurous 

expedition to uncover the corny connection between GMOs and global gangplanks.

II. Literature Review

The link between the utilization of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in corn cultivation in

Kansas and the incidence of pirate attacks worldwide is an unusual subject that has not been 

extensively explored, much like a treasure hidden in a cornfield. While the notion may initially 

appear as remarkable as discovering a parrot perched on a lab bench, our investigation into this 

unlikely connection has uncovered some intriguing findings.

In "Genetically Modified Corn and Agricultural Trends," Smith et al. explore the wide-ranging 

effects of GMOs on crop production and agricultural practices. However, the connection to 

maritime activities, particularly piracy, is conspicuously absent from their analysis, leaving a 

notable gap in the literature. Similarly, Doe and Jones, in "The Global Impact of Pirate Attacks," 

meticulously detail the historical and contemporary prevalence of piracy across the world's 

oceans. Regrettably, their work does not address the agricultural factors that may influence this 

phenomenon, thus overlooking a potentially significant aspect of pirate behavior.

Turning our attention to non-fiction books, "The Omnivore's Dilemma" by Michael Pollan 

provides a comprehensive exploration of the modern food industry, including the prevalence of 

GMOs in crop cultivation. While Pollan's work does not directly discuss pirate activities, one 

cannot help but wonder if there is a hidden link waiting to be discovered amidst the cornfields. In

a similar vein, "The Pirate World: A History of the Most Notorious Sea Robbers" by Angus 
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Konstam presents a captivating account of piracy throughout history, albeit without delving into 

the potential influence of agricultural practices on the behavior of pirates.

Delving further into the realm of fiction, "The Corn Identity" by Robert Ludlum, a thrilling tale 

of intrigue and espionage centered around the world of corn production, offers a unique 

perspective on the potential covert activities within the agricultural industry. Meanwhile, "Pirates

of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl," a popular film franchise and novel adaptation, 

immerses audiences in the swashbuckling world of pirates, perhaps providing some indirect 

insights into the enigmatic relationship between GMOs and maritime troublemakers.

In a curious twist, the board game "Settlers of Catan" presents a fictional world of resource 

trading and settlement building, where players compete for control of territories rich in various 

resources, including grain. While the game does not explicitly feature pirate attacks, its thematic 

focus on resource management and trade dynamics may offer tangential parallels to the interplay 

between agricultural production and maritime activities.

The aforementioned literature, both scholarly and fictional, collectively provides a backdrop for 

our investigation into the complex interplay between GMO use in corn grown in Kansas and the 

prevalence of pirate attacks globally. As we delve deeper into this peculiar nexus, it becomes 

increasingly apparent that the relationship between agricultural modifications and maritime 

mischief holds the potential for unexpected revelations and, quite possibly, a generous serving of 

whimsy.

III. Methodology
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Data Collection:

The data for this study was gathered using a combination of serious internet scouring and a hint 

of whimsical serendipity. Information pertaining to GMO usage in corn grown in Kansas was 

sourced from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), while data on pirate attacks 

was obtained from the ever-reliable Statista. It is important to note that the internet, like the high 

seas, can be a treacherous place, and the veracity of the data was cross-verified to ensure its 

reliability.

Quantitative Analysis:

To unravel the enigmatic relationship between GMOs in Kansas corn and global pirate activity, 

an assortment of statistical methods as diverse as a treasure trove were employed. The 

preliminary data churned out by the trusty internet machinery was subjected to rigorous scrutiny 

using regression analysis, correlation coefficients, and other statistical tools. It was imperative to 

sail through the sea of numbers with the precision of a seasoned navigator, while remaining 

mindful of potential lurking biases.

Correlation Detection:

The splicing and dicing of the data revealed a correlation coefficient that was as striking as 

spotting an octopus in a cornfield, measuring an eyebrow-raising 0.9059764. This finding, much 

like a message in a bottle, hinted at a potential link between the use of GMOs in Kansas corn and

the incidence of pirate attacks globally. However, caution was exercised to avoid jumping to 

conclusions faster than Jack Sparrow escaping a sticky situation.

Significance Testing:
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In addition to the compelling correlation coefficient, the statistical analysis unveiled a p-value of 

less than 0.01. This result, akin to finding a golden doubloon in a pile of sand, pointed to the 

statistical significance of the observed relationship between GMO usage in Kansas corn and the 

prevalence of pirate attacks worldwide. It was critical to navigate the treacherous waters of 

statistical significance with the precision of a seasoned mariner.

Period of Study:

The data collection and analysis for this study encapsulated the years 2009 to 2022, providing a 

comprehensive snapshot of the corny evolution of GMO usage and pirate activity over a 

considerable timeframe. This timeframe was selected to capture the ebb and flow of both 

agricultural and maritime developments, akin to studying the changing tides of the scientific 

ocean.

Robustness Checks:

To ensure the reliability and robustness of the findings, sensitivity analyses were conducted to 

examine the impact of potential confounding variables. This process involved scrutinizing the 

data with the cautious eye of a discerning pirate inspecting a dubious treasure map, aiming to 

identify and mitigate any lurking threats to the validity of the observed relationship.

The methodology adopted in this study aimed to navigate the complex maze of agricultural 

practices and seafaring antics with the precision of a scientific corsair. The combination of 

internet data scrutiny, statistical analysis, and cautionary skepticism formed the compass guiding 

this adventurous quest to unearth the corny connection between GMOs and global gangplanks.
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IV. Results

Our analysis of the data unearthed a surprisingly robust correlation between the use of 

genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in corn grown in Kansas and the frequency of pirate 

attacks globally. The correlation coefficient of 0.9059764 indicates a strong positive relationship 

between these two seemingly unrelated phenomena. While we can't claim causation, the 

correlation hints at a potential link between GMO corn in the American Midwest and 

swashbuckling escapades on the open seas, making one wonder if there's more to these stalks 

than meets the eye.

The r-squared value of 0.8207932 suggests that approximately 82.08% of the variability in pirate

attacks can be explained by the variability in GMO use in corn grown in Kansas during the 

period of our study. It's almost as if the GMO corn is whispering sweet nothings to the pirates, 

encouraging them to set sail for adventure. This surprising level of explanation prompts further 

investigation into the mechanisms through which GMOs could be influencing global pirate 

activity.

Furthermore, the statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01 provides strong evidence 

against the null hypothesis and supports the notion that there is a true association between GMO 

use in Kansas corn and pirate attacks worldwide. It's as if the data itself is saying, "Avast, matey, 

there be a link between these variables!" The p-value's admonition to "reject the null hypothesis" 

echoes through the hallowed halls of statistical significance, raising both eyebrows and curiosity 

about the connection between agricultural biotechnology and maritime plundering.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Figure 1 presents a scatterplot that beautifully illustrates the striking correlation between GMO 

use in Kansas corn and global pirate attacks. The data points are as clear as a cloudless night at 

sea, depicting a strong and positive relationship that defies conventional wisdom. The figure 

serves as a visual testament to the unlikely but undeniable link between these two peculiar 

variables, beckoning researchers to unravel the mystery behind this unexpected bond.

In conclusion, our results not only uncover a corny connection between GMOs and global 

gangplanks but also invite further exploration into the fascinating interplay between agricultural 

practices and maritime security. Amidst the sea of data, we set sail on this peculiar journey and 

emerged with a discovery that challenges traditional notions in both the agricultural and maritime

realms. The allure of the unknown beckons us to dive deeper into this enigmatic correlation, 

leaving us to ponder the whimsical ways of the world and the unexpected threads that tie 

together the fields of science and adventure.

V. Discussion
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The robust correlation between GMO use in corn grown in Kansas and global pirate attacks 

uncovered in our study is as surprising as stumbling upon buried treasure in a cornfield. Our 

findings not only support the existing literature on agricultural modifications and their potential 

influences but also add a swashbuckling twist to the intricate interplay between agricultural 

practices and maritime security. The unexpected revelation of a strong positive relationship, as 

indicated by the high correlation coefficient and significant p-value, has sparked curiosity about 

the whimsical ways of the world and the hidden connections waiting to be discovered amidst the 

stalks of genetically modified corn.

Recalling the tangential parallels to the interplay between agricultural production and maritime 

activities, as highlighted in the literature review, we find ourselves in the midst of a research 

adventure akin to "The Corn Identity" by Robert Ludlum or "Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse

of the Black Pearl." Much like the characters in these fictional narratives, our investigation has 

navigated uncharted waters and unearthed a treasure trove of data suggesting a potential link 

between GMO corn and maritime mischief. The statistical results not only shed light on the 

corny connection between GMOs and global gangplanks but also beckon researchers to uncover 

the mechanisms through which agricultural biotechnology could be influencing the behavior of 

pirates.

While we must heed the cautionary note that correlation does not imply causation, the high r-

squared value indicates that a substantial portion of the variability in pirate attacks can be 

explained by the variability in GMO use in corn grown in Kansas during the period of our study. 

It's almost as if the pirates are heeding the call of the genetically modified corn, setting sail for 

adventure driven by the whispers of agricultural biotechnology. This unexpected level of 
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explanation prompts further exploration into the potential channels through which GMOs may be

exerting their influence on global pirate activity. 

The scatterplot, akin to a map charting the course of our research voyage, beautifully illustrates 

the striking correlation between GMO use in Kansas corn and global pirate attacks. The visual 

testament to this unlikely but undeniable link beckons researchers to unravel the mystery behind 

this unexpected bond and sets the stage for future inquiries into the role of agricultural practices 

in shaping maritime security dynamics.

  

In light of these findings, our study not only contributes to the scientific landscape but also 

serves as a reminder of the unexpected threads that tie together the fields of science and 

adventure. The allure of the unknown and the whimsical ways of the world spur us on to future 

explorations, leaving us to ponder the comical conjunction of cornfields and corsairs, and the 

peculiar interplay between agriculture, piracy, and the enigma of the world's connections.

VI. Conclusion

In summary, our research has unearthed a peculiar correlation between the use of genetically 

modified organisms (GMOs) in Kansas corn and the prevalence of pirate attacks worldwide, 

providing a new twist in the tale of agricultural and maritime interplay. The robust correlation 

coefficient and the statistically significant p-value serve as a beacon, guiding us through the 

stormy seas of data analysis and steering us toward an unexpected discovery. It seems that the 
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GMO corn may be whispering sweet nothings to the pirates, luring them to new adventures on 

the high seas. This revelation is as surprising as finding a treasure map in a haystack. 

The r-squared value sheds light on the extent to which variability in pirate attacks can be 

explained by the variability in GMO use in Kansas corn, hinting at a potential influence that is as

curious as a cat in a chemistry lab. The scatterplot beautifully illustrates this unlikely connection,

painting a picture as vivid as a parrot's plumage. It's almost as if the GMO corn and pirate ships 

are engaged in a dance as intricate as a DNA double helix. 

Further exploration into the mechanisms behind this offbeat correlation could lead to a deeper 

understanding of the whimsical ways of the world, unveiling connections as unexpected as a 

scientific conference on a pirate ship. However, it may be as elusive as finding a needle in a 

haystack to decipher the exact nature of this peculiar relationship. 

In conclusion, our findings open a new chapter in the annals of agricultural and maritime 

research, proving that there is more to the world than meets the eye. Building on these findings, 

there is no need for further research in this area, as our study has already uncovered a corny 

connection between GMOs and global gangplanks that will keep researchers guessing for years 

to come.
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