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The Braden Effect: A Lacrosse Lullaby

Catherine Horton, Anthony Tucker, Gabriel P Trudeau

International Research College

The study investigates the peculiar relationship between the popularity of the first name "Braden" and the performance of National Lacrosse Champions in
their final point outcomes. Utilizing data from the US Social Security Administration and Wikipedia, the research team delves into this quirky correlation
that has left  many scratching their  heads and pondering the question, "Who knew Braden had such an impact on the lacrosse field?" The correlation
coefficient of 0.8878281 and the significant p-value of less than 0.01 for the years 1998 to 2022 reveals the unexpected influence of a name on athletic
success. Dad Joke: Why did the lacrosse team invite Braden to strategize with them? Because they were hoping he'd bring the "lax" with him!

Braden, a name that brings to mind images of rugged athleticism
and undeniable charm, has also found its way into the annals of
lacrosse  lore.  This  seemingly  innocuous moniker  has  sparked
curiosity and amusement as it inexplicably intersects with the
world of national lacrosse champions' final point outcomes. One
might be tempted to exclaim, "What's in a name?" but as our
research  will  reveal,  when  it  comes  to  the  lacrosse  field,
apparently quite a lot!

Dad Joke: What  do you call  a  lacrosse player named Braden
who constantly scores the winning goal? "Bray-den the champ"!

The  field  of  name  popularity  and  its  potential  influence  on
various  domains  has  been  a  subject  of  both  fascination  and
skepticism. Yet, as the saying goes, "the proof is in the pudding"
-  or,  in  this  case,  the  lacrosse  championship  scoreboard.
Exploring this unorthodox connection adds a dash of whimsy to
the often serious realm of statistical analysis.

Dad Joke: Why did the lacrosse team have to change their name
to "Braden's Brigade"? Because they were tired of always being
called the "underDogs"!

Review of existing research

The existing literature  on the relationship between first  name
popularity  and  athletic  outcomes  is  limited  but  nonetheless
intriguing. Smith et al. (2015) examined the impact of popular
first names on various competitive sports and found a nominal
association between name popularity and success in football and
basketball.  Meanwhile,  Doe and Jones (2018) delved into the
world  of  extreme  sports,  uncovering  a  marginally  significant
link between unique first names and participation in adrenaline-
fueled activities.

Dad Joke: Why did Braden start  a lacrosse team named after
himself? Because he wanted to make it "Braden-famous"!

In "The Name Game" by Laura Wattenberg, the author dissects
the  cultural  significance  of  first  names  and  their  potential
influence  on  individuals’  lives.  Turning  to  fiction,  "The
Namesake" by Jhumpa Lahiri explores the weight of a name and
its  impact  on  personal  identity,  touching  upon the  themes  of
belonging and self-discovery.

Dad  Joke:  What  did  Braden  say  when  he  won  the
championship? "I guess you could say it was a *lax* of fate!"

As we attempt to unravel the mysterious connection between the
popularity of the name Braden and the final point outcomes of
National Lacrosse Champions, it is essential to acknowledge the
unorthodox nature of this investigation. The dearth of research
in this area necessitates a broad and unconventional approach to
the literature review. With a willingness to seek knowledge from
unexpected  sources  -  including,  perhaps,  fortune  cookies  and
whimsical  musings  -  the  researchers  are  set  to  embrace  the
quirks of this unique exploration.

Dad  Joke:  Is  Braden  daunted  by  the  pressure  of  being  a
namesake  for  potential  lacrosse  champions?  Nah,  he's  pretty
*lax* about it!

Procedure

The  methodology  employed  in  this  study  involved  data
collection  from  various  sources,  primarily  the  US  Social
Security  Administration  and  Wikipedia.  The  research  team
gathered  information  on  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
"Braden"  and  the  final  point  outcomes  of  National  Lacrosse
Champions from the years 1998 to 2022. The first step involved
scouring through extensive datasets and filtering out irrelevant
and duplicate entries to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the
data.

Dad  Joke:  Why  did  the  lacrosse  coach  enroll  in  a  statistics
course? To learn how to "lax" up the data!
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After  obtaining  the  necessary  datasets,  the  research  team
undertook a  rigorous process  of  data  cleaning and validation,
much like shaking off defenders and making a clear shot at the
goal.  This  involved  identifying  and  rectifying  any  anomalies,
inconsistencies,  and  missing  values  within  the  datasets  to
maintain the integrity of the analysis.

Dad Joke: What did the lacrosse team say to the data analyst?
"We need you to help us 'net' the right information!"

Subsequently, statistical analyses were conducted to explore the
relationship between the popularity of the first name "Braden"
and the final point outcomes of National Lacrosse Champions.
Correlation  coefficients  and  p-values  were  calculated  to
determine the strength and significance of the association, akin
to gauging the strength of a player's shot and the likelihood of it
hitting the mark.

Dad Joke: Did you hear about the lacrosse player who studied
statistics? He calculated the "net" gains on and off the field!

Additionally,  regression  models  were  employed  to  assess  the
predictive power of the popularity of the name "Braden" on the
final  point  outcomes  of  National  Lacrosse  Champions.  This
allowed for the estimation of the impact of changing levels of
name popularity on the championship success of lacrosse teams,
emphasizing the importance of strategic planning and foresight,
much like planning an offensive play on the field.

Dad Joke: Why did the lacrosse team ask the statistician to join
their game? Because they wanted to make sure they were "on
point" with their analysis!

Findings

The results of the study revealed a strong positive correlation (r
= 0.8878281) between the popularity of the first name "Braden"
and the final point outcomes of National Lacrosse Champions
from 1998 to 2022. The coefficient of determination (r-squared
=  0.7882388)  indicated  that  approximately  78.8%  of  the
variability in the lacrosse champions' final point outcomes could
be  explained  by  the  popularity  of  the  name  "Braden."  This
finding suggests a remarkable influence of this particular first
name on the performance of lacrosse champions in their pivotal
moments of triumph.

Dad Joke:  Why don't  lacrosse players  ever  go hungry during
games? Because they always bring their appet-“lacrosse”!

The significance level, with a p-value of less than 0.01, further
underscored the robustness of the correlation, lending credence
to  the  notion  that  the  popularity  of  the  name  "Braden"  is
associated with the final point outcomes of National Lacrosse
Champions.  This  unexpected  connection  raises  intriguing
questions  about  the  potential  impact  of  seemingly  unrelated
factors  on  athletic  success.  One  might  mull  over  the  age-old
question, "What's in a name?" Well, it turns out, in the world of
lacrosse, there may be more than meets the eye.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Figure  1  depicts  a  scatterplot  illustrating  the  strong  positive
correlation between the popularity of the first  name "Braden"
and the final point outcomes of National Lacrosse Champions
from 1998 to 2022. The upward trend depicted in the scatterplot
provides  a  visual  representation  of  the  significant  association
between the two variables, supporting the quantitative findings
of the study.

Overall,  the  results  of  the  study  illuminate  the  captivating
"Braden Effect"  in  the domain of  lacrosse outcomes,  inviting
further exploration and speculation about the curious interplay
between names and athletic achievements.

Dad Joke: What do you get when you cross a popular name with
a lacrosse game? A "Braden-winning" combination!

Discussion

The robust  positive  correlation between the popularity  of  the
first  name "Braden" and the final point outcomes of National
Lacrosse  Champions  lends  support  to  the  quirky  findings  of
prior research. Smith et al. (2015) hinted at the influence of first
names on athletic success, and while their focus was on football
and basketball,  our  study extends this insight  to the realm of
lacrosse. It seems that the implications of a name on sporting
achievements may transcend the boundaries of specific sports,
echoing  the  significance  of  a  first  name  in  diverse  athletic
endeavors.  It  appears  that  Braden's  influence  reaches  far  and
wide,  much  like  a  well-thrown  lacrosse  pass  –  it's  hard  to
escape!

Similarly,  the  work  of  Doe  and  Jones  (2018)  exploring  the
connection  between  unique  first  names  and  extreme  sports
participation provides an intriguing backdrop for our findings.
While our study may not have delved into the realm of extreme
sports, it does shed light on the unexpected impact of a popular
first name on a widely respected and physically demanding sport
like lacrosse. The unmistakable link between the name "Braden"
and  the  final  point  outcomes  of  lacrosse  champions  offers  a
thought-provoking parallel to the burgeoning research on unique
names and extreme sports participation. It seems that "Braden"
has become the ultimate trailblazer, paving its way through the
world of sports with resounding impact!
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Though  our  investigation  may  have  sounded  whimsical  and
lighthearted,  the  substantial  correlation  coefficient  and  the
significant p-value of less than 0.01 underscore the empirically
grounded nature of our findings. The statistical robustness of the
connection cannot  be ignored,  leaving us  with the tantalizing
conclusion that there might indeed be something truly magical
about  the  name  "Braden"  when  it  comes  to  lacrosse
championships. Who knew that a simple name could carry such
weight in the world of sports? It seems that in the conundrum of
athletic  success,  Braden's  name  is  a  definitive  player  –  a
"lacrosse phenom," if you will!

Conclusion

In conclusion, the findings of this study have shed light on the
unexpected and statistically significant relationship between the
popularity  of  the  first  name  "Braden"  and  the  final  point
outcomes  of  National  Lacrosse  Champions.  The  robust
correlation  coefficient  and  the  compelling  p-value  have
confirmed the presence of what we can only dub as the "Braden
Effect" in the realm of lacrosse triumphs.

Dad Joke: Why was Braden so good at  lacrosse? Because he
always had a "stick" with him – both on and off the field!

The implications of this peculiar correlation extend beyond mere
statistical interest, delving into the intriguing interplay between
seemingly unrelated factors and athletic success. As we ponder
the "Braden Effect," it becomes evident that there may be more
nuances to the dynamics of competitive sports than previously
perceived.

Dad  Joke:  Why  didn't  Braden  ever  bring  an  umbrella  to  the
lacrosse  game?  Because  he  was  used  to  "shooting"  –  not
"blocking"!

The captivating nature of this connection piques curiosity and
invites  speculation  about  the  potential  influence  of  names  in
various domains. However, it is essential to exercise caution in
extrapolating these findings beyond the scope of this study.

Dad  Joke:  What  did  the  lacrosse  team  say  when  Braden
proposed  a  new  strategy?  "Braden,  let's  'field'  test  that  idea
first!"

Given  the  compelling  evidence  presented,  it  is  reasonable  to
assert  that  further  research  in  this  area  may  yield  limited
additional  insights.  The  "Braden  Effect"  stands  as  a  notable
anomaly,  and  it  is  time  to  appreciate  its  quirkiness  without
delving further into the lacrosse-laden world of first names.

No more research is needed in this area.
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