The Journal of Absurd Connections
2024, Vol. 334, No. 9, 810-828

Copyleft 2024 by The Institute for Transnational Energy Economics and Sociology
S56875-1861(2738)7901-8 DOI: 12.7053/536348305322

Lunacy or Logic? Linking Liquefied Petroleum Gas in Spain to Assistant
Professor Salaries in the States

Catherine Hoffman, Amelia Thomas, Gloria P Tyler

Advanced Research Consortium

In this paper, we unleash the bizarre and bewildering world of correlations, exploring the unlikely connection between the consumption of Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG) in the beautiful country of Spain and the salaries of Assistant Professors in the United States. With a twinkle in our eyes and a sprinkle
of statistical wizardry, we dived into the data from the Energy Information Administration and the National Center for Education Statistics. To our utter
disbelief, we unearthed a rather robust correlation coefficient of 0.9032385 and a jaw-dropping p-value of less than 0.01 for the period spanning from 2009
to 2021. Amidst the furrowed brows and raised eyebrows, we invite readers to join us in pondering the preposterous possibility of a link between the fiery
demand for LPG and the blazing earnings of our esteemed Assistant Professors. Could it be a mere coincidence, or is there some mysterious, yet-to-be-
revealed force at play? The implications, should this connection prove more than a statistical fluke, are as far-reaching as they are mind-boggling. We
encourage fellow researchers and skeptics alike to approach our findings with an open mind and a healthy dose of skepticism, but beware... one may never

look at gas or academia in quite the same way again.

In the world of research, it is not uncommon to stumble upon
perplexing correlations that leave even the most seasoned
scholars scratching their heads in bewilderment. One such
curious conundrum that has recently piqued our interest is the
connection between the consumption of Liquefied Petroleum
Gas (LPG) in Spain and the salaries of Assistant Professors in
the United States. This improbable pairing has raised eyebrows
and sparked incredulous murmurs throughout the academic
community, prompting us to embark on a journey to unravel the
enigma that lies within this unexpected association.

As we delve into the realm of statistical analysis and data
mining, we are met with a mishmash of skepticism and curiosity,
akin to a mad scientist concocting a bizarre experiment in an
underground laboratory. The very notion of a relationship
between the fiery fervor for LPG in Spain and the sizzling
paychecks of Assistant Professors in the US seems more suited
to a whimsical work of fiction rather than the hallowed halls of
scholarly inquiry. Nevertheless, armed with a trove of data from
the Energy Information Administration and the National Center
for Education Statistics, we embark upon a journey that
promises to be as amusing as it is illuminating.

Our methods are as rigorous as they are audacious, our
expectations tempered by a healthy dose of academic humility
and a willingness to entertain even the most improbable of
results. To our astonishment, the numbers reveal a robust
correlation coefficient of 0.9032385, coupled with a p-value that
elicits gasps of disbelief—an outcome that would make even the
most seasoned statistician do a double take. The period spanning
from 2009 to 2021 serves as our temporal canvas, allowing us to
paint a portrait of the perplexing relationship between LPG
consumption in Spain and the salaries of Assistant Professors in
the US.

As we present our findings, we invite the scholarly community
to join us in an exercise of intellectual gymnastics, where we
ponder the profound implications of this unlikely correlation.
Could there be a logical explanation hiding behind the veil of
statistical quirks, or are we simply witnessing a cosmic
coincidence of combustible proportions? Our paper aims to
navigate these uncharted waters with a blend of gravitas and
humor, urging our readers to approach our findings with an open
mind and a willingness to marvel at the sheer absurdity of the
statistical universe.

In the pages that follow, we will unpack the nuances of this
confounding correlation, teasing apart the threads that connect
the seemingly unrelated realms of energy consumption and
academic remuneration. By doing so, we hope to shed light on a
puzzle that is both amusing and intellectually stimulating, all
while retaining a healthy dose of scholarly skepticism that keeps
the flames of inquiry burning bright. So, dear reader, buckle up
and prepare to venture into a world where the peculiar and the
profound converge in a most unexpected manner.

Review of existing research

In "Smith et al.'s Study of LPG and Academic Salaries," the
authors find a puzzling correlation between the consumption of
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) in Spain and the salaries of
Assistant Professors in the United States. While this initial
discovery raised more than a few eyebrows, it also prompted a
deep dive into the existing literature to shed light on this
unexpected association.

Doe and Jones, in their comprehensive analysis of fuel
consumption and educational compensation, further expound
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upon this unforeseen relationship. Their findings echo those of
Smith et al., leaving researchers and scholars alike scratching
their heads in an attempt to unravel the enigmatic connection
between LPG usage on the Iberian Peninsula and the earnings of
Assistant Professors across the Atlantic.

Moving beyond the academic realm, sources such as "The
Economics of Gas Prices" by Economic Scholar and "The
Energy Dilemma" by Energy Expert, while not directly related
to our specific focus, provide valuable insights into the broader
implications of fuel usage and its impact on economic variables.

As we venture into the realm of fiction, the novels "The Spark of
Success" by John Literally and "Igniting Ambition" by Penelope
Plotline offer a whimsical departure from the scholarly
landscape, yet their titles seem strangely apropos considering
our peculiar subject matter.

In the pursuit of comprehensive inquiry, it should be noted that
this literature review does not exclude more unconventional
sources. For instance, while perusing the aisles of the local
bookstore, it came to the attention of the authors that "Gasoline
and Grains: A Comparative Analysis" by Anonymous Receipt
Collector and "Propane: More Than Just Hot Air" by Punny
Pundit may have inadvertently contributed to the scholarly
discourse on our topic.

As we navigate the trove of literature and perspectives, it
becomes abundantly clear that our investigation transcends the
conventional boundaries of research, inviting humor and oddity
into the fold. Thus, armed with a blend of academic rigor and a
penchant for the whimsical, we march forward to unravel the
enigma that is the association between LPG consumption in
Spain and the salaries of Assistant Professors in the US.

Procedure

To unravel the perplexing enigma of the correlation between
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) consumption in Spain and
Assistant Professor salaries in the United States, we embarked
on a data-driven odyssey that combined rigorous statistical
analysis with a touch of whimsy. Our methodology, much like a
mad scientist’s concoction, involved a blend of audacious
exploration and meticulous scrutiny of data spanning from 2009
to 2021.

Data Collection:

We scoured the vast expanse of the internet, akin to intrepid
explorers seeking treasure in uncharted territories, to gather
information on LPG consumption in Spain. The Energy
Information Administration served as our lighthouse in this
nautical adventure, providing us with a beacon of data on the
consumption patterns of this fiery fuel. Meanwhile, the National
Center for Education Statistics illuminated the path to
knowledge regarding Assistant Professor salaries in the US,
allowing us to navigate the labyrinthine corridors of academic
remuneration.

Statistical Analysis:

Armed with our trove of data, we donned our proverbial wizard
hats and unfurled the scroll of statistical incantations. Our
analysis involved the computation of correlation coefficients and
p-values, transforming raw data into insights with the flair of a
magician pulling a rabbit from a hat. With the solemnity of a
sorcerer performing a mystical ritual, we scrutinized the
relationship between LPG consumption in Spain and Assistant
Professor salaries, unearthing a correlation coefficient that
would make even the most stoic statistician raise an eyebrow in
astonishment.

Cross-Referencing and Validation:

Much like detectives piecing together clues in a thrilling
mystery novel, we cross-referenced our findings with existing
literature and research. This involved digging through scholarly
archives and economic analyses, using the keen eye of a
detective to validate our discoveries and ensure that our
conclusions were not mere figments of statistical happenstance.

Mitigation of Confounding Factors:

In our quest for academic truth, we diligently combed through
the data to identify and mitigate any confounding factors that
might have cast a shadow of doubt over our findings. This
meticulous process involved sifting through potential variables
that could have influenced both LPG consumption in Spain and
Assistant Professor salaries, ensuring that our correlation was
not a mirage in the statistical desert.

Limitations:

No academic endeavor is without its limitations, and our study is
no exception. We acknowledge the potential for lurking
variables and unexplored nuances that may have eluded our
analysis, like riddles waiting to be unraveled. As such, our
findings are presented with a dose of scholarly humility, inviting
further exploration and scrutiny from the academic community.

In this methodological journey, we combined the rigor of
scholarly inquiry with the spirit of adventure, pursuing the
peculiar link between LPG consumption in Spain and Assistant
Professor salaries with an earnestness that belied our somewhat
whimsical subject matter. The methods employed, while aiming
for academic precision, also allowed for a dash of levity amidst
the serious pursuit of statistical truth.

Findings

The results of our analysis unveiled a surprisingly strong
correlation between Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG)
consumption in Spain and the salaries of Assistant Professors in
the United States. The correlation coefficient of 0.9032385
indicated a robust relationship between these seemingly
unrelated variables. Furthermore, the r-squared value of
0.8158398 suggested that approximately 81.58% of the variation
in Assistant Professor salaries could be explained by the
variations in LPG consumption in Spain. The p-value of less
than 0.01 provided compelling evidence to reject the null
hypothesis of no correlation, leaving us scratching our heads in
disbelief.
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To visually demonstrate this eyebrow-raising association, we
present a scatterplot (Fig. 1) that depicts the conspicuous
clustering of data points, affirming the strength of the
correlation. The plot serves as a visual testament to the
inexplicable link we've uncovered, like an optical illusion that
leaves one questioning the very foundations of reality.

If one were to take a lighthearted approach, they might joke that
Assistant Professors' salaries are "heating up" in synchronization
with the surge in LPG consumption in Spain. However, we tread
carefully, balancing levity with academic rigor, as we cautiously
ponder the implications of this unlikely relationship.

Years 2009-2021, r=0.903, p<0.01

02018

@
o

2016

-
o

2017

~
o

#2020

in Spain
o
&

=)
=]

ezoamoos T
02021

Liquefied petroleum gas used
w
w

@011 92014
| ®20%2013

[
o

$80K $82K $84K
Assistant Processor salaries
in the US

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our findings challenge conventional wisdom and beckon the
scholarly community to venture into uncharted territories of
statistical analysis, where the unpredictable dance of data leads
to unexpected revelations. While we refrain from drawing hasty
conclusions, the sheer audacity of this correlation demands
attention and contemplation.

In sum, our results underscore the bizarre and perplexing nature
of statistical relationships, leaving us all the more intrigued by
the tantalizing enigma that binds LPG consumption in Spain to
Assistant Professor salaries in the US. The flames of curiosity
have been stoked, and we eagerly anticipate further exploration
of this bewildering correlation.

Discussion

In the illustrious tradition of scholarly inquiry, we delve into a
discussion that simultaneously embraces the gravity of our
findings and the lighthearted allure of statistical anomalies. Our
pursuit of understanding the unfathomable connection between
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) consumption in Spain and the
salaries of Assistant Professors in the US has brought us to a
crossroads where the fantastical meets the empirical. As we
simmer in the afterglow of our results, let us embark on an
expedition of the mind, endeavoring to unravel the mysteries
that defy conventional logic.

Drawing upon the literature review's peculiar yet pertinent
sources, we find ourselves alighting upon the prior work of
"Smith et al." and their beguiling discovery of the unexpected

correlation between LPG consumption in Spain and the earnings
of Assistant Professors in the US. The findings of our study lend
credence to these enigmatic precedents, as we too observed a
robust correlation between these seemingly unrelated variables.
The empirical support for this unlikely relationship echoes the
bewildering musings of "Smith et al.," paving the way for a
shared nod of acknowledgment to the whimsy that permeates
our academic pursuit.

The statistical wizardry that led to a correlation coefficient of
0.9032385 and a p-value of less than 0.01 aligns seamlessly with
the uncanny observations of our predecessors. Indeed, the path
we tread mirrors the footprints that precede us, as we find
ourselves tantalizingly close to decoding the riddle that has
captivated scholarly minds. The convergence of our results with
those of prior research infuses our findings with a sense of
kinship, underlining the unity that binds academic quests for
truth, no matter how far-flung their subjects may be.

As we reflect upon the voracious appetite for LPG in Spain
casting an unexpected glow upon the salaries of Assistant
Professors, we can't help but marvel at the unforeseen symphony
of statistical harmony. While our study refrains from frolicking
in the realm of definitive causation, it does beckon us to regard
this inexplicable correlation with a quizzical eye, evoking a
renewed appreciation for the capricious nature of empirical
inquiry.

In reviewing the unexpected marriage of LPG consumption in
Spain with the salaries of Assistant Professors, we stand in awe
of the wondrous curiosities that intersect the realms of scientific
pursuit and whimsical fascination. The outcome of our
investigation strengthens the bond between the improbable and
the empirical, inviting fellow scholars to ponder the peculiar
threads that weave our academic tapestry. As we conclude our
discussion, we do so with a nod to the fantastical and the factual,
for in the interplay of the extraordinary and the empirical lies the
essence of scholarly discovery.

Conclusion

In this flammable foray into the world of statistical exploration,
we have unraveled a correlation so uncanny that it could make a
rational person question their grasp on reality. Our findings have
illuminated a robust relationship between the consumption of
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) in Spain and the salaries of
Assistant Professors in the United States, sparking more
eyebrow raises than a symposium on facial contortions.

As we ponder the implications of this unearthed connection, we
couldn't resist the temptation to crack a few puns about "heating
up" Assistant Professor salaries in sync with the surge in LPG
consumption. Despite the temptation to ignite a firestorm of
witticisms, we maintain our composure and refrain from fanning
the flames of jest too vigorously.

The statistical wizardry has spoken, and the numbers don't lie—
much like the timeless wisdom of a fortune-telling statistical
oracle. Yet, amidst the statistical cacophony, one can't help but
marvel at the confounding dance of data and the mysteries it
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unravels, like a particularly perplexing crossword puzzle with
answers that defy all logic.

In closing, we assert with utmost confidence that no further
research is needed in this area, as we can confidently conclude
that Assistant Professors' salaries and LPG consumption are
inextricably linked, more so than peanut butter and jelly. So let
us bid adieu to this bizarre but bewitching correlation, and
venture forth to uncover even more improbable connections in
the surreal tapestry of statistical relationships.
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