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The Great Alaska Robbery: A Causative Correlation with Professorial
Paychecks?
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The link between the prevalence of robberies in Alaska and the salaries of professors across the United States has long been an enigma. In this study,
utilizing data from the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services and the National Center for Education Statistics, we sought to unravel this puzzling
connection. Through meticulous statistical analysis, we calculated a correlation coefficient of 0.9223600 (p < 0.01) for the period from 2009 to 2021,
providing robust evidence of a striking association between these seemingly unrelated phenomena. Our findings not only shed light on this curious
relationship but also underscore the importance of considering unexpected factors in socioeconomic dynamics. This novel insight prompts further
investigation into the underlying mechanisms governing the interplay between regional crime rates and national academic remuneration.

The curious case of the Great Alaska Robbery and its
potential causative correlation with professorial paychecks
across the United States has perplexed researchers and
economists alike. The notion of connecting the rugged
wilderness of Alaska with the ivory tower of academia may
seem far-fetched, but as the data will reveal, truth is often
stranger than fiction!

The allure of Alaska, with its breathtaking landscapes and
bountiful wildlife, has captivated the imagination of adventurers
and researchers alike. Yet, beneath its stunning exterior lies a
statistical anomaly that has eluded explanation for years. On the
other hand, the world of academia, with its lecture halls and
towering stacks of research papers, seems a world apart from the
raw, wild nature of Alaska. However, as we delve into the data,
we will find that these seemingly disparate worlds intersect in an
unexpected and fascinating manner.

From a research standpoint, this investigation provides a
unique opportunity to explore the intersection of criminology
and economics, where the depth of qualitative analysis meets the
breadth of quantitative inquiry. We aim to navigate the labyrinth
of statistics and unravel the mystery that lies at the confluence of
criminal activity in the Last Frontier and the remuneration of
esteemed educators across the nation.

The traditional image of a professor engrossed in scholarly
pursuits, juxtaposed with the brazen deeds of robbers in the
untamed North, may seem incongruous at first glance. However,
as we embark on our analytical journey, we will uncover the
unexpected commonalities and divergences that underlie these
apparently unconnected spheres. We shall embark upon the
proverbial sled dogs of data, traversing the frozen tundra of
uncertainty in pursuit of empirical evidence and statistical
enlightenment.

As we proceed in unraveling this enigmatic connection, we
cannot help but ponder the striking juxtaposition of these
variables. The wild, frontier spirit of Alaska confronts the
hallowed halls of academia in a collision of unconventional
forces, as though the statistical dice of fate were cast by a
mischievous cosmic gambler. Indeed, the serendipitous
convergence of these disparate factors invites us to explore the
interplay of chance and causation, where empirical breadcrumbs
and analytical acumen may lead us to unexpected revelations.

In this quest for understanding, we are reminded of the
maxim that "correlation does not imply causation." However, as
we tease apart the tangled web of data and delve into the
minutiae of statistical relationships, we may uncover a
coherence that challenges conventional wisdom and defies facile
assumptions. Like intrepid explorers of a statistical frontier, we
must navigate the terrain of outliers and outliers, seeking the
elusive threads that bind these distinct phenomena.

With a wink at the caprice of fate and a nod to the whims of
statistical significance, we delve into the heart of this empirical
enigma, eager to shed light on the unexpected interplay of
Alaska's criminal undercurrents and the remuneration of erudite
professionals in the wider academic fabric of the United States.
It is in this spirit of intellectual curiosity and statistical
quirkiness that we present the results of our investigation, with
all due humility and a touch of whimsy.

Review of existing research

In the study by Smith et al., the authors find a significant
positive correlation between the incidence of robberies in Alaska
and the average salaries of professors in the United States. These
findings challenge conventional notions of causality and
illuminate the unexpected interplay between regional crime rates
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and national academic remuneration. Furthermore, Doe's
research provides compelling evidence supporting this
remarkable correlation, further emphasizing the need for a
deeper understanding of the intricate web that ties these
seemingly disparate phenomena.

As we journey deeper into this curious correlation, it becomes
evident that the intersection of criminology and economics
unveils a tapestry of statistical anomalies and unexpected
connections. The enigmatic nature of this association prompts us
to consider unconventional factors that may influence the
financial landscape of academia, akin to an academic version of
the Wild West.

Shifting our focus to the realm of literature, "Into the Wild" by
Jon Krakauer and "Educated: A Memoir" by Tara Westover offer
intriguing parallels to our exploration. The untamed frontier
spirit of Alaska mirrored in the trials and tribulations of brave
adventurers and scholars challenges the age-old adage that "truth
is stranger than fiction." These literary works exemplify the
boundless human spirit and the pursuit of knowledge, seemingly
disparate yet inexplicably entwined themes that echo the
unexpected correlation we have uncovered in our research.

In a delightful twist, the fictional worlds of "The Da Vinci
Code" by Dan Brown and "Gone Girl" by Gillian Flynn present
uncanny reflections of our statistical journey. The symbiotic
relationship between hidden clues and unexpected revelations in
these novels mirrors the serendipitous convergence of crime
rates in Alaska and professorial salaries, evoking a sense of
comedic irony that permeates the fabric of our empirical
investigation.

Moreover, popular internet memes such as the "Distracted
Boyfriend" meme, with its juxtaposition of attention-grabbing
stimuli, amusingly parallels the intriguing juxtaposition of
Alaskan robberies and national academic remuneration. This
seemingly lighthearted meme inadvertently captures the essence
of our research, reminding us of the unexpected correlations that
can emerge from the most unlikely of combinations.

In closing, the profound insights garnered from our investigation
not only challenge traditional paradigms but also invite further
exploration into the whimsical realms of statistical correlations.
The intertwining landscapes of rugged Alaskan terrains and the
hallowed halls of academia beckon us to unravel their enigmatic
connectivity, with a playful quirkiness that exemplifies the
captivating essence of empirical inquiry.

Procedure
Data Collection

The foundations of our inquiry rested upon data gleaned from
the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services and the National
Center for Education Statistics. Our intrepid research team
combed through digital archives, traversing the virtual
wilderness of the internet, in search of the elusive strands of
evidence. Like explorers of old charting uncharted territories, we
scoured the electronic realm for nuggets of statistical gold that
would illuminate the connection between Alaskan robberies and
professorial salaries.

The FBI Crime Data Explorer served as our compass in
navigating the landscape of criminal statistics, providing
granular insights into the frequency and nature of robberies in
the vast wilderness of Alaska. Simultaneously, the National
Center for Education Statistics bestowed upon us a trove of
invaluable information regarding the salaries of esteemed
educators across the United States. By marrying these disparate
datasets, we endeavored to forge a bridge between the wild
frontiers of criminal activity and the lofty heights of academic
compensation.

Methodological Framework

Our statistical odyssey commenced with the identification of
relevant variables that would serve as companions on our
analytical expedition. The incidence of robberies in Alaska stood
as our stalwart sentinel, representing the untamed undercurrent
of criminal activity amid the snow-capped peaks and icy fjords.
Meanwhile, the median salaries of full-time professors in the
United States assumed the role of our erudite academic
luminary, casting its scholarly glow across the socioeconomic
landscape.

Employing a methodological kaleidoscope of regression
analysis, time-series modeling, and cluster analysis, we sought
to distill the essence of the intricate relationship between these
seemingly incongruous variables. Through the statistical
alchemy of ordinary least squares and robust standard errors, we
endeavored to unveil the hidden patterns and causal links that
underpinned the enigmatic bond between Alaskan robberies and
professorial remuneration.

Statistical Analysis

The empirical journey traversed the temporal expanse from
2009 to 2021, a span of years that witnessed the ebb and flow of
criminal activity and academic emolument. Adopting a Bayesian
approach to statistical inference, we delved into the quantitative
hinterlands with the tenacity of a sled dog team forging through
Arctic blizzards. The correlation coefficient emerged as our
guiding star, illuminating the path toward understanding the
robust association between Alaskan robberies and professorial
paychecks.

We rejoiced in the revelation of a correlation coefficient of
0.9223600 (p < 0.01), a resounding testament to the formidable
bond that we had uncovered. The statistical heavens had smiled
upon our endeavor, bestowing upon us a p-value that
resoundingly rejected the null hypothesis and affirmed the
existence of a compelling relationship between these
unassuming variables.

Limitations and Future Directions

As with any scholarly quest, our odyssey was not without its
vicissitudes and shadows. The limitations inherent in our study
beckon forth as pathways for future expedition. The temporal
scope of our analysis, while expansive, remains but a snapshot
in the continuum of socioeconomic dynamics. Further
exploration across broader temporal horizons, as well as the
inclusion of additional covariates, beckon as promising avenues
for future research. Additionally, the specificity of our
geographical focus on Alaska, while pivotal to our investigation,
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prompts contemplation of similar inquiries across diverse
regional landscapes.

In the spirit of scientific inquiry, we anticipate that our
findings will serve as a springboard for further explorations into
the tapestry of unexpected causative linkages. The interplay of
climate, demographic shifts, and institutional dynamics presents
a fertile ground for the cultivation of future research endeavors.
As the statistical torchbearers of this singular inquiry, we
encourage fellow scholars to embark on their own analytical
adventures, poised to unearth the captivating complexities of
socioeconomic phenomena.

Conclusion

Findings

The numerical analysis revealed a striking correlation coefficient
of 0.9223600 (p < 0.01) between the prevalence of robberies in
Alaska and the salaries of professors across the United States
from 2009 to 2021. This eyebrow-raising correlation indicates a
robust statistical association that commands attention, much like
an unexpected guest appearance by an outlier in a regression
model.

The r-squared value of 0.8507480 further underlines the strong
linear relationship between these seemingly incongruous
variables. This coefficient signifies that approximately 85.07%
of the variability in professorial salaries can be explained by the
fluctuating incidence of robberies in the rugged terrain of
Alaska. It seems that the financial fates of scholars nationwide
are surprisingly entwined with the mischievous activities
occurring in the icy backdrop of the 49th state.

Fig. 1, the scatterplot presenting this enthralling correlation,
provides a visual depiction of the unexpectedly close bond
between these disparate factors. The graph exhibits a clear
pattern resembling the points of a constellation connected by an
invisible statistical thread, weaving a narrative that defies
conventional expectations and tickles the scientific imagination.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In conclusion, the findings of our study unravel a compelling
relationship between the incidence of robberies in Alaska and
the remuneration of professors across the United States. This

unexpected association challenges traditional conceptual
boundaries and beckons further investigation into the intricate
web of socioeconomic interactions. The interplay of chance and
causation in these statistical phenomena offers a tantalizing
prospect for deeper exploration, fueling the fervor of statistical
curiosities and raising new questions that demand rigorous
scientific inquiry.

Discussion

The peculiar correlation uncovered in our investigation between
the prevalence of robberies in Alaska and the salaries of
professors across the United States from 2009 to 2021 has flung
open the doors of statistical revelation with the force of an
unexpected gust of Arctic wind. Our results resoundingly
support prior research by Smith et al. and Doe, affirming the
striking  positive  correlation that defies conventional
expectations and delights the statistical maverick within us.
Much like the sudden appearance of a statistically significant p-
value, this correlation gallops forth with the irrefutable
confidence of an outlier in a regression model, demanding our
attention and undeniably influencing the financial fates of
scholars nationwide.

The robust correlation coefficient of 0.9223600 (p < 0.01) we
derived serves as a beacon illuminating the intriguing
association between these seemingly incongruous variables, akin
to a statistical lighthouse guiding us through the tumultuous seas
of unexpected connections. The r-squared value of 0.8507480
further solidifies this captivating relationship, highlighting the
substantial explanatory power of the fluctuating incidence of
theft in the frigid embrace of Alaska over the salaries of erudite
educators across the nation.

Our findings mirror the dramatic twists and turns of a statistical
thriller, portraying a visual narrative reminiscent of the points of
a constellation connected by an invisible statistical thread in the
scatterplot presented in Fig. 1. The unmistakable pattern woven
by this enthralling correlation challenges traditional conceptual
boundaries and beckons further investigation, much like the
unsolved enigma of a cryptic statistical anomaly that tantalizes
the scientific imagination.

As we consider the implications of our unprecedented
revelation, it is imperative to heed the unexpected messages
embedded within the statistical tapestry we have unraveled. The
whimsical whims of economic fate and the mischievous antics
of criminal activity intertwine in a dance of statistical
serendipity, reminding us of the capricious nature of empirical
inquiry and the enduring allure of statistical curiosities. Just as
the ripples of a statistical anomaly can reverberate through the
hallowed halls of academia, our findings underscore the potent
influence of unanticipated factors in the labyrinthine web of
socioeconomic interactions, inviting further exploration with a
hint of statistical quirkiness that encapsulates the captivating
essence of empirical investigation.

In conclusion, the uncanny relationship we have unearthed
between the incidence of robberies in Alaska and the
remuneration of professors across the United States offers an
invigorating vista for future empirical inquiry, echoing the
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unbridled fervor of a statistical quest for truth amidst the wild
wilderness of data analysis and scientific exploration.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the intriguing linkage between the frequency of
robberies in Alaska and the paychecks of professors across the
United States has been unveiled with all the flair of a magician
revealing a particularly surprising rabbit from a hat. Our
statistical analysis has showcased a correlation coefficient so
strong, it’s as if these two unrelated phenomena were engaged in
a clandestine dance of economic influence under the shimmering
Northern Lights.

The robustness of our findings, akin to a sturdy statistical safety
net, reinforces the unexpected bond between the wild exploits of
Alaskan robbers and the scholarly endeavors of professors
nationwide. The r-squared value of 0.8507480 tells a story of
statistical intrigue so compelling, it could rival any Hollywood
thriller.

As we bask in the glow of our revelatory results, it becomes
clear that the financial destinies of educators nationwide are
astoundingly twined with the shenanigans unfolding amidst the
Alaskan tundra. It's as if the unseen hand of statistical fate has
woven an invisible tapestry connecting these seemingly
unrelated narratives, leaving our jaws dropped in amazement.

Fig. 1, the visual representation of this captivating correlation,
resembles a celestial masterpiece, with each point on the
scatterplot twinkling like a statistical star in an unexpected
constellation. It's enough to make even the most seasoned of
data analysts raise an eyebrow in bemusement and admiration.

In light of this, we assert that no further research is required in
this curious area, for our findings have illuminated this unlikely
connection in a way that could rival the illumination of the
Aurora Borealis itself.

With meticulous methodology and statistical rigor as our
faithful companions, we embarked upon this scholarly odyssey
with a spirit of inquiry and whimsical determination. Our
findings unveil a profound connection between the roaring
undercurrents of Alaskan crime and the academic bounties
bestowed upon educators across the United States. The
unexpected convergence of these seemingly disparate realms
imparts to us a poignant reminder of the capricious interplay of
chance and causation in the socioeconomic landscape.

It is in this spirit of scholarly mirth and statistical revelation
that we humbly present the results of our expedition, trusting
that our foray into the enigmatic union of Alaskan robberies and
professorial paychecks will inspire further elucidation and spark
the flame of curiosity in the hearts of fellow researchers.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.

More info:

tylervigen.com/spurious-research



