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Abstract

This study aimed to unravel the peculiar connection between the prevalence of the name "Bo" and the
fluctuation of PACCAR's stock price (PCAR). Leveraging data from the US Social Security Administration
and LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv), we delved into the uncharted territory of first name popularity and financial
markets. Our analysis revealed a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9276800 and a statistically significant
p-value of less than 0.01 for the period spanning from 2002 to 2022. While causation cannot be
definitively inferred from our findings, it is undeniably intriguing that the ascent and descent of the PCAR
stock price seems to mirror the ebb and flow of popularity for the name "Bo." Could it be mere
coincidence, or is there a deeper, underlying connection that eludes conventional wisdom? Our research
sheds light on this enigmatic phenomenon, prompting further inquiry into the whimsical world of baby
names and stock market trends. Amusingly, the "Bo"-tiful symmetry between these seemingly unrelated
variables begs the question: does Bo truly know stocks?

Copyleft 2024 Global Leadership University. No rights reserved.

1. Introduction unexpected contender has emerged in the
form of first names. Our curiosity was
piqgued when we stumbled upon a
correlation that seemed as unlikely as
finding a four-leaf clover in a Wall Street

The world of finance is often considered to
be a realm governed by cold, hard data and
unyielding market forces, yet a rather

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



hedge fund — the connection between the
popularity of the name "Bo" and PACCAR's
stock price (PCAR). This revelation
prompted our quest to investigate whether
there was more than meetS the "I" (and
PACCAR's ticker symbol) in this peculiar
relationship.

As researchers, we are accustomed to
delving into realms that are as unpredictable
as a Las Vegas buffet — but even we were
surprised by the enigmatic entanglement of
baby names and financial markets.
However, armed with statistical prowess
and a healthy dose of skepticism, we dared
to venture into this uncharted territory. The
aphorism “correlation does not imply
causation" reverberated through our minds
as we embarked on our quest, but the allure
of wunraveling this perplexing correlation
proved irresistible.

So, with a statistical magnifying glass in
hand, we examined data from the US Social
Security Administration and LSEG Analytics
(Refinitiv) spanning two decades. Our
rigorous analysis uncovered a correlation
coefficient that could rival the bond between
peanut butter and jelly, with a striking value
of 0.9276800. As if that weren't eyebrow-
raising enough, the accompanying p-value
of less than 0.01 sent our statistical radars
into overdrive, forcing us to confront the
possibility that this correlation might not be
a mere statistical fluke.

At this juncture, we must acknowledge the
critical distinction between correlation and
causation, as our findings do not
indisputably establish a cause-and-effect
relationship. Nevertheless, the undeniable
synchronicity between the undulating waves
of PCAR's stock price and the fluctuating
fortunes of the name "Bo" is as captivating
as it is confounding. The whimsical
symphony of statistical patterns and baby
names leaves us wondering: is there a
clandestine force at play, a hidden hand that
orchestrates the rise and fall of both the
stock market and baby names? Or are we

merely witnessing a serendipitous dance of
randomness and happenstance?

The confluence of these seemingly
disparate variables has left us pondering the
peculiar question: does Bo indeed know
stocks? Our research endeavors to pull
back the proverbial curtain and shed light on
this enigmatic relationship. As we embark
on this scholarly odyssey, we invite our
fellow researchers to join us in exploring the
wondrous, and perhaps hilariously absurd,
intersection of first name popularity and
financial market dynamics. For as Karl
Popper once quipped, "Science may be
described as the art of systematic over-
simplification” — and with this in mind, we
aim to embrace the comical complexity of
this enthralling conundrum.

2. Literature Review

The correlation between peculiar factors
and financial market trends has long
intrigued scholars, with researchers delving
into unexpected and often whimsical
variables. Studies such as those by Smith
(2010), Doe (2014), and Jones (2018) have
expounded on the connections between
various socio-cultural phenomena and stock
prices, unveiling intricate relationships that
defy conventional expectations. However,
the discovery of a correlation as seemingly
whimsical as the link between the
prevalence of the name "Bo" and the
fluctuations of PACCAR's stock price
(PCAR) has opened the floodgates to
uncharted and decidedly lighthearted
territory.

An examination of first name popularity and
its potential ramifications on financial
markets calls for a multidisciplinary
approach, drawing from fields as diverse as
sociology, psychology, and — somewhat
surprisingly — baby name books. In "The
Name Book: Over 10,000 Names - Their
Meaning, Origins, and Spiritual
Significance” by Dorothy Astoria, the
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authors emphasize the significance of
names in shaping individuals' identities,
suggesting that the popularity of a name
may inadvertently influence the collective
psyche of a society. Could it be that the
resurgence of the name "Bo" coincides with
shifts in investor sentiment and market
sentiment, ultimately manifesting in the ebb
and flow of stock prices? The intersection of
nomenclature and financial dynamics is
indeed a curious puzzle to ponder.

On a more fictional note, the works of Dan
Brown, particularly "The Da Vinci Code" and
"Angels & Demons," have popularized the
notion of uncovering cryptic connections in
seemingly disparate realms. In the spirit of
Brown's riveting plots, the proposition that
there exists an enigmatic symbiosis
between the name "Bo" and PCAR's stock
price becomes akin to deciphering an
elaborate puzzle. Could it be that a
clandestine society of name enthusiasts and
traders manipulates the stock market
according to the rise and fall of "Bo" in an
intricate  web of subterfuge and market
psychology? While the prospect is
undeniably humorous, it is an intriguing
avenue to explore.

Additionally, the world of cinema has not
been devoid of serendipitous connections.
In the film "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty,"
the titular character embarks on a
globetrotting adventure, encountering
bizarre and inexplicable occurrences that
challenge his perception of reality. Could the
revelation of a connection between the
name "Bo" and PCAR's stock price be on
par with Walter Mitty's surreal escapades?
The whimsical nature of this correlation
certainly adds an element of farcical intrigue
to the otherwise austere realm of financial
market analysis.

As the authors aim to unravel this curiosity,
their study stands at the intersection of
statistical analysis, socio-cultural influences,
and a dash of serendipity. While the
juxtaposition of "Bo" and PCAR may evoke

laughter and disbelief, it is with scholarly
rigor and discerning inquiry that the
researchers endeavor to shed light on this
captivating, albeit hilariously absurd,
correlation.

3. Our approach & methods

In our pursuit of unraveling the mystifying
connection between the fervor for the name
"Bo" and the pecuniary perambulations of
PACCAR's stock price (PCAR), we
employed a methodological concoction that
would make the most intrepid of statistical
aficionados raise an eyebrow — or two, for
good measure. Our data, akin to a rare
species, was diligently culled from the
labyrinth of the Internet, with a special nod
to the US Social Security Administration and
LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv), where we sought
refuge in the sanctum of trustworthy
datasets for the period spanning 2002 to
2022.

The first step in our whimsical waltz through
this scholarly labyrinth was the acquisition
of quantitative data on the yearly prevalence
of the name "Bo" from the US Social
Security Administration. With the finesse of
a connoisseur selecting fine wine, we
meticulously sifted through the compendium
of names, ensuring that our beloved
moniker "Bo" did not languish in anonymity
or obscurity. Meanwhile, the financial
melodies emanating from PACCAR's stock
price, courtesy of LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv),
formed the symphonic backdrop to our
statistical soiree.

Eager to detect even the subtlest of
statistical staccatos, we diligently
preprocessed the data with the precision of
a diamond cutter refining a gemstone. The
tantalizing datasets were subjected to a
tango of statistical transformations,
including data cleansing, normalization, and
handling missing values — ensuring that our
subsequent analysis was free from the
clutter of statistical cacophony.
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With our preprocessed datasets gleaming
like a rare jewel in the statistical firmament,
we regaled in the harmonious dance of
correlation analysis. Channeling the spirit of
illustrious statisticians past and present, we
invoked the revered Pearson correlation
coefficient to quantify the degree of
association between the ebbs and flows of
"Bo" popularity and PCAR's stock price.
Like Marcel Proust savoring a madeleine,
we indulged in the statistical feast, revealing
a correlation coefficient of 0.9276800, a
value so pronounced that it would make any
statistician's heart flutter with delight.

But wait, there's more! The accompanying
p-value, our trusty statistical sidekick, also
emerged from obscurity to steal the
limelight. With a p-value of less than 0.01,
we found ourselves standing at the
crossroads of statistical significance, where
the jaws of probability yawned wide open to
engulf our every hypothesis with unyielding
scrutiny.

The statistical debauchery did not end
there. Emboldened by our revelry in
correlation, we ventured into the domain of
time series analysis, seeking to divine the
temporal nuances of this enigmatic
correlation. Through the clairvoyance of
autoregressive integrated moving average
(ARIMA) models, we endeavored to capture
the mercurial rhythms of "Bo" popularity and
PCAR's stock price, teasing apart the
threads of causation and coincidence in this
intriguing tapestry.

In our quest for scientific rigor, we applied a
series of diagnostic tests to our model's
entrancing predictions, ensuring that it did
not succumb to the siren's call of statistical
overfitting or spurious correlations. With
bated breath, we scrutinized our model's
fidelity to reality, seeking validation in the
pristine domain of statistical goodness-of-fit
measures.

In summary, our methodological escapade
traversed the hallowed halls of data

acquisition,  preprocessing,  correlation
analysis, and time series modeling,
culminating in a cornucopia of statistical
insights. With each step, we approached
our research with the exuberance of intrepid
explorers, guided by the whimsical spirit that
sings in the heart of every researcher — for
in the immortal words of Albert Einstein,
"The most beautiful thing we can
experience is the mysterious. It is the
source of all true art and science." And so,
armed with data, statistics, and a sprinkle of
scholarly whimsy, we ventured forth into the
enigmatic nexus of first names and financial
markets, embracing the comical complexity
of this scholarly pursuit.

4. Results

The data analysis revealed a robust
correlation between the popularity of the
name "Bo" and PACCAR's stock price
(PCAR) over the period from 2002 to 2022.
The correlation coefficient of 0.9276800
indicated a remarkably strong positive
relationship between these seemingly
unrelated variables. It's as if "Bo" whispered
stock market secrets to investors in their
sleep, creating an uncanny harmony in their
fluctuations.

The scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually captures this
unexpected connection, depicting a nearly
linear relationship akin to finding a needle in
a haystack, or in this case, the uncanny
symmetry between "Bo" and PCAR. The r-
squared value of 0.8605901 further
reinforced the robustness of this correlation,
suggesting that nearly 86% of the variability
in PCAR's stock price could be explained by
the popularity of the name "Bo" - a
statistical marvel that would make even the
most stoic economist raise an eyebrow.

With a p-value of less than 0.01, our
findings provide compelling evidence that
this correlation is not merely a figment of
statistical imagination. It seems that "Bo"
isn't just a popular name; it might also hold
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some mysterious sway over the stock
market, or vice versa. The statistical
significance of our results lends weight to
the notion that there may be an underlying
link, albeit one that remains shrouded in
mystery and speculation.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

While our study could not definitively
establish causation — after all, correlation
isn't causation, unless you're talking about
coffee consumption and productivity — the
parallels between the name "Bo" and
PCAR's stock price fluctuations are as
intriguing as they are puzzling. This
enigmatic relationship beckons further
investigation, drawing attention to the quirky
confluence of human behavior and market
dynamics. Much like a good magician, the
nuanced interplay between these variables
leaves us wondering what untold secrets
"Bo" might hold about the financial world.

In conclusion, our research offers a
lighthearted yet thought-provoking glimpse
into the unexpected camaraderie between
baby names and stock market movements.
It invites further exploration into this
whimsical pairing, posing the playful
proposition: does Bo indeed know stocks?
As we navigate this peculiar juncture of first
name popularity and financial intricacies,
our study raises more questions than it
answers, leaving us with the delightful
challenge of unraveling this charming yet
confounding correlation.

5. Discussion

The elucidation of a substantial correlation
between the popularity of the name "Bo"
and the stock price of PACCAR (PCAR)
provides a comical yet intriguing addition to
the steadily expanding literature on offbeat
variables in financial market trends. Our
findings not only confirm but also extend the
works of Smith (2010), Doe (2014), and
Jones (2018), injecting new whimsy into the
often austere realm of market analysis.
Armed with statistical evidence that rivals
the serendipitous discovery of a unicorn in a
forest, we have bolstered the argument that
there exists a legitimate and robust
correlation between the enigmatic "Bo" and
the mercurial PCAR stock price.

The amusing parallels witnessed in our
analysis are reminiscent of a rendezvous
between Bertie Wooster and Jeeves from
P.G. Wodehouse's legendary tales - an
unexpected duo that, against all odds,
seems to collaborate with undeniable
harmony. However, our research does not
merely serve as fodder for humorous
anecdotes; rather, it underscores a curious
undercurrent in the intertwined tapestry of
human behavioral influences and financial
dynamics.

Our meandering exploration into the
unassuming territory of baby names and
stock prices has yielded a discovery that is
akin to stumbling upon a particularly
amusing [Easter egg in a serious
mathematical thriller. The striking correlation
coefficient and the delightfully diminutive p-
value effectively fortified our contention that
the "Bo"-tiful relationship between the name
"Bo" and PCAR's stock price movements is
not merely a figment of statistical whimsy.
Our results demand that we entertain the
notion that there may indeed be a hitherto
unacknowledged, quasi-mystical
connection, possibly involving psychic
whispers of "Bo" gently guiding market
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forces or the astute perception of investors
channeling their trust into the name "Bo."

While the specter of causation remains
tantalizingly elusive, like a cleverly
concealed Easter egg that teases and
taunts the observer, it is clear that the name
"Bo" wields an unexpectedly potent
influence in the financial domains, leaving
researchers and market aficionados alike
bemused and captivated. As we gaze at this
serendipitous symphony of statistical
significance and comic relief, we are drawn
to wonder: perhaps the fabled "Bo" truly
knows stocks? This whimsical conundrum,
much like a dazzling magic act, compels us
to look beyond the veneer of conventional
expectations and invites us to embrace the
enchanting peculiarity of this correlation.

6. Conclusion

In wrapping up our exploration of the
delightful dalliance between the name "Bo"
and PACCAR's stock price, we find
ourselves amidst the intriguing interplay of
statistics and whimsy. While our findings
unveil a correlation that's as snug as two
peas in a pod, we must tread lightly in
assuming causation — after all, correlation
doesn't imply causation, unless you're
talking about umbrellas and rain. The
statistical aura surrounding this captivating
correlation, with a robust correlation
coefficient akin to finding a unicorn in a
haystack, beckons us to venture deeper into
this endearing enigma.

As we bid adieu to this scholarly sojourn, we
do so with a lighthearted grin and a promise
that no more research is needed in this
curious domain of "Bo" and stocks. For as
Dorothy Parker cheekily remarked, "The
cure for boredom is curiosity. There is no
cure for curiosity." And with this, we leave
our fellow researchers with the amusing
camaraderie of our findings — a testament to
the charming caprice of statistical romance,
where "Bo" may just know stocks after all.

So, on that note, we tip our hats to the
fascinating world of baby names and
financial markets, bidding adieu with a
twinkle in our eyes and an irrepressible
curiosity for the delightful mysteries that
await in the scholarly playground of
charming correlations.
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