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Abstract

This groundbreaking study delves into the unlikely connection between the conferral of Bachelor's 
degrees in Theology and religious vocations and its impact on Ford Motor Company's stock price (F). By 
drawing upon data from the National Center for Education Statistics and LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv), our 
research team unveils an unexpected correlation between theological education and the performance of 
Ford's stock. Our findings reveal a remarkably strong positive correlation, with a correlation coefficient of 
0.8174665 and a p-value of less than 0.01 from 2012 to 2021. This paper not only challenges 
conventional assumptions about the forces driving stock prices, but also provides a theological twist to the
dynamics of financial markets. We offer a holy grail of insights where divine inspiration meets motor 
industry, leaving us to contemplate, "Is there truly a 'higher power' behind Ford's stock performance?
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1. Introduction

When  one  thinks  of  the  intersection  of
theology  and  finance,  visions  of  divine
intervention in the stock market might not be
the  first  thing  that  comes  to  mind.
Nevertheless,  in  the  spirit  of  academic
inquiry  and  perhaps  a  touch  of  divine
inspiration, our research team embarked on
a quest to uncover the mystical relationship

between  the  awarding  of  Bachelor's
degrees in Theology and the fluctuations of
Ford Motor Company's stock price.

The  notion  of  theological  education  acting
as a harbinger of stock market trends may
seem rather esoteric,  but  let  us not  forget
that  in  the  world  of  statistics,  correlation
does  not  imply  causation  –  or  divine
intervention,  for  that  matter.  As  much  as
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we'd like to imagine a celestial hand guiding
stock  traders  towards  theology  graduates,
there's  a  more  down-to-earth  explanation
waiting to be unearthed.

We are standing at the crossroads of piety
and  profit,  where  the  empirical  meets  the
theological,  and  where  finance  and  faith
converge.  The  premise  of  this  discussion
might indeed prompt one to question if we
are crossing into the territory of "holy" and
"Ford"bidden knowledge. But rest assured,
our  exploration  is  firmly  rooted  in  the
scientific method, and we aim to tread the
line between reverence and research with
as  much  grace  as  one  can  muster  when
delving into such an unexpected correlation.

In  this  paper,  we  will  venture  through  the
hallowed  halls  of  statistical  analysis,
navigating the twists and turns of regression
models and hypothesis testing to shed light
on  the  seemingly  enigmatic  relationship
between academic pursuits in Theology and
the  gears  that  drive  Ford's  stock
performance.  So  buckle  up  and  brace
yourselves  for  a  ride  that  will  Iteologically
challenge  your  preconceptions  about  the
stock  market  and  perhaps  inspire  some
divine puns along the way.

2. Literature Review

In  the  quest  to  uncover  the  mystical
connection between Bachelor's  degrees in
Theology and Ford Motor Company's stock
price,  researchers  have  delved  into  the
annals  of  academia,  seeking  knowledge
that transcends mere mortal understanding.
Smith  et  al.  (2015)  conducted  a
comprehensive  analysis  of  the  societal
impact of theological education, uncovering
correlations  between  religious  vocations
and various industries. However, it is in the
divine intersection of theology and the motor
industry  that  we  set  our  sights,  aiming  to
bridge the gap between the sacred and the
stock exchange.

Doe  and  Jones  (2018)  ventured  into  the
uncharted  territory  of  interdisciplinary
correlations,  shedding light  on unexpected
relationships between academic disciplines
and economic indicators. Yet, little did they
know that their groundbreaking work would
pave the way for our investigation into the
enigmatic  link  between  theological
education  and  the gears  that  drive  Ford's
financial  performance.  Who  would  have
thought  that  the  celestial  realms  of
theological  contemplation  could  intersect
with the mechanical prowess of  the motor
industry in such an uncanny manner?

Turning  to  the  literary  landscape  for
insights, "The Theology of Automobiles" by
Lorem  Ipsum  (2013)  provides  a  thought-
provoking  exploration  of  the  parallels
between  religious  philosophies  and
vehicular  engineering  –  a  work  that,  until
now,  has  mainly  served  as  a  source  of
amusement for automotive scholars.

The  fiction  realm  has  not  been  shy  in
playing with the juxtaposition of  spirituality
and  motorcraft,  with  "Divine Drivetrains:  A
Theological Odyssey" by Imaginus Fictionus
(2009) offering a fantastical exploration of a
world where engines hum in harmony with
ethereal hymns.

Delving  into  pop  culture,  the  animated
series  "The  Motorvangelist"  and  the
children's  show "The  Theology  of  Transit"
have  sprinkled  hints  of  theological
underpinnings within the vehicular domain,
teasing  a  synergy  that  transcends  the
ordinary laws of physics and faith.

As  we  navigate  the  realm  of  theological
puns and stock market surprises, we invite
readers  to  fasten  their  seatbelts  for  a
scholarly  rollercoaster  that  promises  to
leave  no  stone  unturned  in  the  pursuit  of
uncovering  the  divine  drivetrain  that
intertwines  theology  and  Ford's  stock
performance.  Let  us  embark  on  this
intellectual joyride with a fervent hope that
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along the way, our findings will stall neither
in humor nor in profundity.

3. Our approach & methods

To  unravel  the  mysterious  connection
between the conferral of Bachelor's degrees
in Theology and the stock performance of
Ford  Motor  Company,  our  research  team
voyaged through the turbulent seas of data
collection, arriving at the shores of statistical
analysis  and  econometric  modeling.  Our
study  harnessed  the  powers  of  extensive
data,  courtesy  of  the  National  Center  for
Education  Statistics  and  LSEG  Analytics
(Refinitiv), covering the years 2012 to 2021.
We thereby cast our net wide, capturing the
movements  of  both  theological  education
and Ford's stock price to discern any hidden
patterns or divine revelations.

The  first  step  in  our  convoluted  quest
involved  the  utilization  of  descriptive
statistics to paint a portrait of the trends in
Bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in  Theology.
We sought to capture the ebbs and flows of
theological  pursuits,  employing  measures
such  as  mean,  median,  and  standard
deviation  to  provide  a  glimpse  into  the
distribution  of  this  peculiar  academic
endeavor.  We then  waded into  the murky
waters  of  time-series  analysis,  seeking  to
uncover the temporal trajectory of theology
degrees  and  religious  vocations,  akin  to
deciphering  the  cryptic  scriptures  of
financial data.

Following  this,  we  invoked  the  spirits  of
correlation and regression analysis to probe
the  relationship  between  the  conferral  of
Bachelor's degrees in Theology and Ford's
stock price. Our correlation analysis served
as a divining rod to detect any synchronous
movements  between  these  seemingly
disparate entities,  while  regression models
acted as our compass, guiding us through
the  treacherous  terrain  of  variable
relationships and model specifications.

In  order  to  ensure  the  robustness  of  our
findings, we subjected the data to rigorous
hypothesis  testing,  as  if  putting  medieval
theological doctrines through the crucible of
empirical scrutiny. Throughout this process,
we  rigorously  assessed  the  statistical
significance  of  the  relationship  between
theological  education  and  Ford's  stock
performance,  illuminating  the  path  with  p-
values  and  confidence  intervals  as  our
beacons  in  the  multidimensional  space  of
statistical inference.

As  with  any  arduous  journey,  we
encountered  pitfalls  and  challenges,
navigating  the  choppy  seas  of  data
limitations and exogenous factors that might
obscure  the  clear  view  of  our  research
destination.  Nevertheless,  armed  with
statistical tools and an unwavering spirit of
inquiry,  we forged ahead,  being guided by
the  belief  that  in  the  realm  of  research,
fortitude and a dash of spiritual humor can
illuminate  even  the  most  arcane  of
relationships.

In  the  next  section,  we  will  unveil  our
findings, shedding light  on the unexpected
correlation  that  emerged  from  the  fog  of
statistical analysis, and perhaps, along the
way,  revealing  the  potential  for  divine
intervention  in  the  dynamics  of  modern
financial markets. Stay tuned for an analysis
that  will  leave  you  pondering  both  the
theological  and  financial  conundrums,  and
hopefully chuckling at a few puns along the
way.

4. Results

The  results  of  our  study  have  unveiled  a
surprising  and,  some  might  say,  divine
correlation  between  the  conferral  of
Bachelor's  degrees  in  Theology  and
religious vocations and the performance of
Ford Motor Company's stock (F) from 2012
to 2021. Our statistical analysis revealed a
strikingly  strong  positive  correlation
coefficient of 0.8174665, indicating a robust
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relationship  between  these  seemingly
unrelated variables. The r-squared value of
0.6682515  further  emphasizes  the
substantial proportion of variability in Ford's
stock  price  that  can  be  explained  by  the
number of Theology degrees awarded. It's
as  if  a  higher  power  was  directing  these
trends,  or  at  least  that's  what  one  might
divine from these results!

The p-value of less than 0.01 bolsters the
credibility  of  our  findings,  suggesting  that
the observed correlation is highly unlikely to
have occurred by chance. The probability of
obtaining such a strong correlation purely by
random  fluctuations  in  the  data  is
infinitesimally  small,  prompting  us  to
consider whether there might be a celestial
hand guiding the movements of Ford's stock
price – a divine intervention, if you will.

To  visually  encapsulate  the  magnitude  of
this  otherworldly  relationship,  we  present
Fig.  1,  a  scatterplot  depicting  the  tight
clustering of data points around a positively
sloped  trendline.  This  plot  unmistakably
illustrates the interplay between theological
education  and  the  fluctuations  in  Ford's
stock price, leaving us to wonder if there are
truly  "holy"  forces  at  work  in  the  financial
markets.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our  findings  not  only  challenge  traditional
notions  about  the  influences  driving  stock
prices,  but  also  raise  thought-provoking

questions  about  the  intersection  of  faith,
education,  and  finance.  Could  there  be  a
transcendental  force  guiding  investors
towards  companies  associated  with
theological  education?  Or  is  this  simply  a
statistical  anomaly,  a  "God's  work  or
random  fluctuation"  type  of  conundrum?
These  questions  warrant  further
investigation  and may even inspire a new
branch  of  financial  theology  –  a  field  ripe
with  potential  "stockphecies"  and
"divinestments."

In conclusion,  our research has shed light
on  an  unorthodox  correlation  that
transcends  the  boundaries  between
academia  and  industry,  leaving  us  to
contemplate  the  mysteries  of  the  financial
cosmos and the potential reverberations of
theological  education  in  the  stock  market.
It's a revelation that challenges conventional
wisdom and infuses a  dash of  theological
intrigue into the world of finance.

5. Discussion

Our investigation into the unlikely pairing of
theological  education  and  Ford's  stock
performance has uncovered a correlation of
biblical  proportions.  Our  results  not  only
confirm  the  prior  research  conducted  by
Smith  et  al.  (2015)  and  Doe  and  Jones
(2018),  but  they  also  sprinkle  a  divine
seasoning on the statistical soup, creating a
broth of implications that are as tantalizing
as a forbidden fruit in the Garden of Econ.

The  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8174665
stands tall and proud, much like a cathedral
spire,  symbolizing  the  strong  positive
relationship  between  the  conferral  of
Bachelor's  degrees  in  Theology  and  the
gyrations of Ford's stock price. This hearty
correlation coefficient is indeed a revelation,
suggesting  that  as  theological  education
flourishes, so does Ford's stock price, akin
to the rise of Lazarus or the multiplying of
loaves and fishes.  The r-squared value of
0.6682515  further  accentuates  the
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magnitude  of  this  relationship,  as  if
statistical  angels  are  singing  in  unison  to
endorse the profound impact of theological
education  on  Ford's  stock  market
performance.

The p-value of less than 0.01 serves as a
statistical  exclamation  mark,  bravely
asserting the unlikelihood of this correlation
being a mere fluke.  It  is  as if  the odds of
such  a  powerful  correlation  happening  by
chance are as slim as a camel squeezing
through the eye of a needle. This statistical
righteousness  encourages  us  to  ponder
whether a celestial  presence might indeed
be at  play in  influencing the movement of
Ford's stock price. Could it be that a higher
power  is  whispering  investment  advice  to
the  faithful,  steering  them  towards
companies  associated  with  theological
education?  Perhaps  the  markets  are  not
solely  driven  by  algorithms and  economic
indicators, but by a divine hand that leaves
a set of celestial tire tracks in its wake.

The  scatterplot  in  Figure  1  beautifully
encapsulates  the  data,  much  like  an
illuminated  manuscript  from  the  Middle
Ages.  The  positively  sloped  trendline,
reminiscent  of  Jacob's  Ladder,  not  only
visually depicts the undeniable intertwining
of  theological  education  and  Ford's  stock
price,  but  it  also  beckons  us  to  ponder
whether there might be holy forces at work
in  the  financial  markets.  These  visual
representations  serve  as  a  stained-glass
window into the divine drivetrain that  links
theology  and  Ford's  stock  performance,
inviting  us  to  contemplate  the  enigmatic
interplay  between  sacred  education  and
secular finances.

In  the  solemn  halls  of  academia,  our
findings  challenge  the  boundaries  of
existing  knowledge  and  inspire
contemplation  of  the  profound  impact  of
theology on the stock market. This unearthly
correlation  transcends  the  mundane  and
enters  the  realm  of  speculative  theology,
sparking discourse and inviting researchers

to  explore  the  intersection  of  faith,
education, and finance. As our investigation
journeys  through  uncharted  territories,  it
ignites  the  fires  of  curiosity  and  prompts
daring explorations into the mysteries of the
financial  cosmos.  With  a  twinkle  in  our
academic eye and a whimsical stroke of the
statistical  quill,  we  venture  forth  into  this
uncharted frontier, where financial theology
and divine investments await their scholarly
prophets.

6. Conclusion

The  revelation  of  the  uncanny  correlation
between  Bachelor's  degrees  in  Theology
and  Ford's  stock  price  has  opened  the
floodgates  to  a  holy  stream  of  puns  and
wisdom. Our findings seem to suggest that
when  it  comes  to  Ford's  stock,  perhaps
there's a divine drive at play. Could it be that
investors  are  seeking  salvation  in  their
portfolios  by  turning  to  companies
associated  with  theological  education?  Or
are  we  simply  witnessing  the  workings  of
some statistical deity, playing dice with the
stock market?

As much as we'd love to don the robes of
financial  prophets  and  divine  the  future
movements of Ford's stock, we must temper
our  enthusiasm  with  a  healthy  dose  of
skepticism.  After  all,  correlation  does  not
imply  causation,  and  we dare  not  baptize
these findings as gospel truth without further
investigation.

While our research may have unearthed a
correlation  that  tickles  the  theological  and
financial  senses,  we  must  heed  the
statistical  commandment  to  not
overinterpret  our results.  For now, we can
appreciate  the  curiosity  this  unexpected
relationship  has sparked and the potential
for  further  research  in  this  delightfully
unconventional  intersection  of  academia
and industry.
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In the grand tradition of academic humility,
we  must  resist  the  urge  to  draw  hasty
conclusions  and  instead  invite  future
researchers  to  delve  deeper  into  this
"divinancial" mystery. Let us not treat these
findings  as  a  revelation  carved  in  stone
tablets,  but rather as a beacon guiding us
toward  new  avenues  of  inquiry  and
delightfully punny research pursuits.

In the words of statistical wisdom, "Further
research is not needed!" There's no need to
put our "faith" in more data.
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