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ABSTRACT

Flaming Connections: Assessing the Relationship Between Arson in
Colorado and Remaining Forest Cover in the Brazilian Amazon

This research paper explores the potential link between arson activities in the state of
Colorado and the remaining forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon. Employing data from
the  FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information  Services  and  Mongabay,  our  research  team
embarked  on  a  curious  and  fiery  investigation.  The  results  unveiled  a  significant
correlation coefficient of 0.9293423, with a p-value of less than 0.01, spanning the years
1987 to 2022. While the findings may kindle further discussion and speculation, we
suggest  approaching  the  results  with  caution  so  as  not  to  spark  unsubstantiated
conclusions. Join us as we delve into the smoldering realm of cross-continental arsons
and forest cover dynamics.

Keywords:

arson activities Colorado, forest cover Brazilian Amazon, correlation coefficient arson forest 
cover, FBI Criminal Justice Information Services data, Mongabay data, cross-continental arsons, 
forest cover dynamics

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



I. Introduction

Arson, the deliberate act of setting fire to property, has long been a concerning issue for both 

rural and urban communities. The devastating effects of arson are well-documented, leading to 

property damage, loss of life, and disruption of ecological systems. This form of criminal 

mischief, while recognized for its local impact, has also garnered attention in the realm of cross-

continental ecological dynamics. It is in this context that we delve into the fiery domain of 

exploring the potential interplay between arson activities in Colorado and the remaining forest 

cover in the Brazilian Amazon, a connection that has been met with both skepticism and ardent 

fascination.

The Brazilian Amazon, often referred to as the "lungs of the Earth," stands as a crucial 

component in the global ecosystem, regulating climate patterns and harboring unparalleled 

biodiversity. On the other end of the spectrum, Colorado, with its picturesque landscapes and 

rugged terrain, has unfortunately not been immune to the scourge of arson incidents. While these 

two geographical entities may seem poles apart both geographically and environmentally, our 

research aims to uncover if there exists a clandestine link that binds them in a fiery embrace.

As we ignite our exploration, it is imperative to acknowledge the delicate balance that exists 

between rigorous scientific inquiry and serendipitous discovery. This juxtaposition serves as the 

catalyst for our foray into the uncharted territory of arson and forest cover interdependencies. 

Join us as we uncover the smoldering connections between these seemingly disparate realms and 

venture into the uncharted territories where flames flicker, and ecological mysteries abound.
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II. Literature Review

The conflagration of literature on the topic of arson in Colorado and its potential impact on the 

remaining forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon has kindled much interest in recent years. Smith 

et al. (2018) provide a comprehensive analysis of arson incidents in Colorado, offering insight 

into the sociodemographic profiles of individuals involved in such activities, while 

simultaneously igniting discussions on ecological repercussions. Doe and Jones (2019) delve into

the intricacies of wildfire management and the role of deliberate arson in exacerbating forest 

loss, shedding light on the smoky nexus between human activity and environmental degradation.

Turning the page to non-fiction literature, "The Arsonist's Guide to Writers' Homes in New 

England" by Brock Clarke, while whimsically titled, explores the aftermath of arson and its far-

reaching consequences. In a more serious tone, "Forest Fires: Behavior and Ecological Effects" 

by Edward A. Johnson et al. offers a fiery glimpse into the ecological impacts of forest fires, 

drawing parallels to the potential repercussions of deliberate arson.

On the more imaginative end of the literary spectrum, "Where the Crawdads Sing" by Delia 

Owens, while not directly related to arson, delves into the untamed wilderness and the delicate 

balance of nature, tangentially addressing the themes of environmental vulnerability and human 

interference. In a similar vein, the classic "Fahrenheit 451" by Ray Bradbury explores the 

incendiary nature of human behavior and the potential for ecological devastation.

Venturing into the realm of animated entertainment, the researchers found themselves drawn to 

the whimsical world of "Avatar: The Last Airbender," where the elements of fire and forest 

intertwine in a saga of ecological balance and human conflict. Similarly, "FernGully: The Last 
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Rainforest" offers a lighthearted yet thought-provoking portrayal of the interconnectedness of 

forests and the perils they face.

As the literature review blazes onward, it becomes apparent that the topic at hand is not merely a 

tinderbox of academic interest, but a smorgasbord of interdisciplinary connections waiting to be 

illuminated.

III. Methodology

To unravel the elusive connection between arson in Colorado and the remaining forest cover in 

the Brazilian Amazon, our research team pieced together a methodological mosaic that would 

rival the complexity of a crime investigation board. First, we scoured the depths of the internet, 

navigating through a forest of data sources to extract relevant information. Our primary sources 

included the hallowed archives of the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, where details 

of arson incidents in Colorado were meticulously cataloged. Additionally, we ventured into the 

digital undergrowth of the Mongabay database, where the verdant narratives of forest cover in 

the Brazilian Amazon awaited us.

The data collection process resembled a treasure hunt, with each new dataset akin to uncovering 

a hidden gem. We diligently amassed records spanning from 1987 to 2022, ensuring that our 

temporal scope embraced the evolving landscapes of both arson and forest cover dynamics. This 

extensive time frame allowed us to capture the nuances of temporal patterns while also 

accommodating the meandering trails of statistical fluctuations.
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Having harvested our data bounty, we set about rigorously cleansing and organizing the 

information, akin to untangling a fiery web of chaos. With utmost precision, we established a 

meticulously curated database that became the foundational bedrock for our subsequent analyses.

Each datum was lovingly scrutinized, dusted for discrepancies, and aligned with the precision of 

a meticulous watchmaker, ensuring that our analyses would be built upon a sturdy scaffolding of 

data integrity.

Now, in the spirit of scientific transparency, it is important to address the intricacies of our 

analytical regimen. Our study employed a sophisticated array of statistical methods to untangle 

the enigmatic web of correlations between arson in Colorado and the remaining forest cover in 

the Brazilian Amazon. Through an intricate ballet of regression analysis, correlation coefficients, 

and p-values, we unearthed the subtle yet potent associations that underpin the intersecting 

narratives of arson and ecological fragility.

In the domain of statistical modeling, our approach navigated the treacherous terrain of 

multivariate analyses, delicately encapsulating the myriad variables that could potentially 

influence the observed patterns. As we traversed this statistical landscape, we remained vigilant 

against the lurking specter of spurious correlations, steadfastly ensuring that our interpretations 

were grounded in empirical rigor rather than being misled by statistical mirages.

In a bizarre yet fortuitous turn of events, our investigation led us down an unexpected path 

towards the emergence of a remarkable correlation coefficient of 0.9293423, coupled with a p-

value that shimmered at levels deemed statistically significant. This statistical revelation, akin to 

stumbling upon a hidden treasure chest, instilled within us a sense of cautious exuberance, urging

us to tread lightly in the realm of interpretation and inference. While the allure of such robust 
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statistical indicators kindles excitement, it is imperative to approach the findings with a tempered

curiosity, thus thwarting the premature ignition of unwarranted conclusions.

As our methodological odyssey comes to an end, we stand poised to unleash the findings of our 

investigative escapade, shedding light on the smoldering connections that entwine the 

flamboyant narratives of arson in Colorado and the fragile tapestry of remaining forest cover in 

the Brazilian Amazon. With the embers of curiosity glowing brightly, we invite our fellow 

scholars to join us as we traverse the uncharted territories where flames flicker, correlations 

converge, and ecological mysteries abound.

IV. Results

The statistical analysis of the data revealed a strong correlation between arson activities in 

Colorado and the remaining forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon. The correlation coefficient of 

0.9293423 indicated a robust positive relationship between the two variables, suggesting that as 

incidences of arson in Colorado increased, the remaining forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon 

declined. The high R-squared value of 0.8636772 indicated that approximately 86.4% of the 

variation in the remaining forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon could be explained by the 

variation in arson activities in Colorado. Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01 provided 

compelling evidence to reject the null hypothesis and support the presence of a significant 

relationship between the two variables.

In Fig. 1, the scatterplot visually depicts the correlation between arson in Colorado and the 

remaining forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon. The figure portrays a clear and compelling 
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trend, as the data points cluster tightly along a positively sloped line, affirming the strength of the

association between the two variables. This visual representation solidifies the quantitative 

findings, underscoring the notable link between arson activities and forest cover dynamics.

Strikingly, these results illuminate the potential cascading effects of arson activities in one 

geographical area on the ecological landscape of another distant region. It is as if the flames from

Colorado leap across continents to exert their influence on the verdant expanses of the Brazilian 

Amazon. This unexpected bond between what may seem like incongruous locations deserves 

further examination and may hold implications for the broader understanding of ecological 

interconnectivity. As the saying goes, "where there's smoke, there's fire," and in this case, it 

appears that where there's arson, there's a significant impact on forest cover in the Brazilian 

Amazon. 

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

While the findings certainly kindle curiosity and prompt further inquiry, it is essential to 

approach the implications with caution. As tempting as it may be to fan the flames of intrigue, 

we must be wary of drawing hasty inferences or igniting unwarranted conclusions. This 
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correlation, while striking, does not necessarily imply causation, and additional research is 

warranted to unravel the nuanced mechanisms behind this fiery association.

In conclusion, our findings shed light on the fiery nexus between arson activities in Colorado and

the remaining forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon. This revelation invites a closer examination 

of the intricate web of cross-continental ecological relationships and beckons researchers to stoke

the flames of inquiry in this rich, albeit unexpected, area of study. Join us as we venture into the 

scorching domain where arson and forest cover converge, unraveling the enigmatic interplay that

fuels the ecological mysteries of our world.

V. Discussion

Our investigation has ignited a tantalizing understanding of the potential correlation between 

arson activities in Colorado and the remaining forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon. The 

findings of this study not only underscore the robust statistical relationship that we anticipated, 

but also kindle further fascination with the interplay of ecological dynamics across 

geographically distinct areas.

Our results bolster the prior research by Smith et al. (2018) and Doe and Jones (2019), who, 

although not in pursuit of the same outcome, inadvertently stoked the flames of interest in this 

peculiar area of inquiry. Their works provided an invaluable foundation upon which our own 

research could be built – a veritable spark that ignited our delving into the fiery world of cross-

continental ecologic connections.
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While some might find it peculiar that the fantastical world of "Avatar: The Last Airbender" and 

the lighthearted musings of "FernGully: The Last Rainforest" were cited in the literature review, 

the themes of balance, conflict, and interdependence between fire and forests in these works 

offered unexpected yet insightful parallels to the very real-world dynamics we have uncovered.

In the realm of statistical analysis, our robust correlation coefficient and high R-squared value 

serve as the spark that ignites the inferno of evidentiary support for the potential causal link 

between arson in Colorado and forest cover loss in the Brazilian Amazon. The scatterplot, akin to

a visual bonfire, portrays a clear and compelling trend, serving as a beacon for our understanding

and underscoring the impressive strength of the association between these seemingly disparate 

phenomena.

The implications of our findings, while certainly fueling curiosity, must be approached with 

caution. It would be unwise to fan the flames of speculation without further research into the 

nuanced mechanisms behind this intriguing association. This correlation may be akin to the 

sizzling sound of bacon in a skillet, but it does not necessarily imply causation. As the fiery 

phrase goes, "jumping from the frying pan into the fire" should be avoided in drawing 

unwarranted conclusions.

Our research, much like the crackling of a freshly lit campfire, beckons others to gather around 

and add to the kindling of knowledge in this fascinating area of study. Whether our findings 

merely add fuel to the fire of curiosity or lead to the burning realization of deeper ecological 

interconnectivity, one thing is certain – our investigation has sparked further interest in the 

smoldering domain where arson and forest cover converge.
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VI. Conclusion

In closing, the findings of our study have illuminated a notable correlation between arson 

activities in Colorado and the remaining forest cover in the Brazilian Amazon. The robust 

relationship observed suggests that, much like a game of hot potato, the flames from one region 

can pass the ecological torch to another. These results not only ignite curiosity but also 

underscore the interconnectedness of seemingly distant ecological systems. However, much like 

a campfire story, it is essential to approach these findings with caution, as correlation does not 

necessarily imply causation, and the flickering flames of further research are warranted to fully 

uncover the mechanisms and implications of this surprising connection.

Despite the temptation to stoke the fires of further investigation, we assert that no more research 

is needed in this area. After all, too much scrutiny might just smoke out the mystery, leaving us 

with a case of "arson overload." As the old saying goes, "don't burn the candle at both ends," and 

in this case, it seems prudent to let the flames of curiosity simmer down and bask in the glow of 

our current findings.

Therefore, we douse the flames of further inquiry in this particular niche of research and bid 

adieu to the smoldering conundrum of the intercontinental arson-forest cover connection. That 

being said, it's always important to keep an eye on the fire, both literally and figuratively, for you

never know when a new spark of insight might light the way to unforeseen discoveries.
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