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The  association  between  xkcd  comics  on  artificial  intelligence  (AI)  and  the
utilization of dried manure as fertilizer for land cultivation in the United States is a
topic that has not been thoroughly explored in academic literature. In this research,
we  aimed  to  analyze  the  potential  link  between  these  two  seemingly  unrelated
entities in a lighthearted approach. Why did the AI cross the road? To analyze its
impact on dried manure, of course! Using AI analysis of xkcd comics and data from
the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), we meticulously examined the
artistic depictions of AI in xkcd comics and the volumes of dried manure used as
fertilizer  from  2007  to  2015.  Our  findings  revealed  an  intriguing  correlation
coefficient of 0.7292790 with a statistically significant p-value of less than 0.05. This
suggests that there may indeed be a noteworthy relationship between the portrayal
of AI in xkcd comics and the application of dried manure as a fertilizer. It's a stinky
situation,  but  one  worth  investigating.  The  implications  of  these  results  are  far-
reaching and warrant further investigation to uncover the underlying mechanisms
of this association. This research sheds light on a whimsical yet thought-provoking
correlation that may have implications for agricultural practices and the popular
culture's perceptions of AI. As the old saying goes, "Why did the scarecrow win an
award? Because he was outstanding in his field!

The utilization of xkcd comics as a source of
insightful  commentary  on  artificial
intelligence (AI)  has long been recognized
by enthusiasts and scholars alike. Similarly,
the  use  of  dried  manure  as  a  fertilizer  in
agricultural  practices  has  been  a
longstanding  tradition  that  dates  back

centuries. However, the correlation between
these two seemingly unrelated domains has
not  received  the  attention  it  deserves  in
scientific  inquiry.  How  does  a  statistician
plow his field? With a pro-tractor.
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In this study, we embark on a light-hearted
yet  rigorous  exploration  of  the  potential
connection  between  the  portrayal  of  AI  in
xkcd  comics  and  the  application  of  dried
manure as fertilizer in the United States. Our
approach is not only unconventional but also
aims to add a touch of humor and whimsy to
the  typically  serious  realm  of  scientific
investigation.  Why  did  the  farmer  plant
money in his field? He wanted to grow rich!

By  employing  advanced  AI  technology  to
analyze  a  dataset  of  xkcd  comics  and
obtaining  comprehensive  agricultural  data
from the  USDA, we sought  to  unveil  any
hidden relationship between these disparate
subjects. Our efforts were not in "vain," as
the initial examination of the data revealed
intriguing  patterns  and  a  correlation  that
may have a greater significance than meets
the eye. What do you get when you cross a
snowman and a vampire? Frostbite.

The implications  of  uncovering a  potential
linkage  between  xkcd  comics  and  dried
manure fertilizer usage are as significant as
they  are  amusing.  This  research  not  only
contributes  to  the  understanding  of  the
societal impact of AI but also offers a unique
perspective on the agricultural practices that
sustain our food supply. Why was the math
book  sad?  Because  it  had  too  many
problems.

Next,  we  will  delve  into  the  methodology
employed  to  collect  and  analyze  the  xkcd
comics and agricultural data to tease out this
joke-worthy  correlation  between  AI  and
dried manure.

Prior research

In "Smith et al.," the authors find that xkcd
comics  have  been  utilized  as  a  tool  for

commentary  and  satire  on  various
technological  and  scientific  developments,
including  artificial  intelligence  (AI).
Concurrently,  in  "Doe  and  Jones,"  the
authors  highlight  the  long-established
tradition of using dried manure as a form of
organic  fertilizer  in  agricultural  practices.
The seemingly disparate nature of these two
topics  evokes  curiosity  and  warrants  a
thorough  investigation  into  the  potential
correlation  between  them.  Did  you  hear
about  the  mathematician  who's  afraid  of
negative numbers? He'll  stop at  nothing to
avoid them.

Building  on the  serious  and  wittily-named
studies, it is essential to consider the impacts
of  popular  culture  and  humor  on  public
perception  and  practices.  In  "AI  and  You:
Understanding the Implications of Artificial
Intelligence,"  the  authors  delve  into  the
societal  and  ethical  implications  of  the
portrayal of AI in various media. This offers
a valuable foundation for understanding the
potential  influence  of  xkcd  comics  on  the
perception  and  portrayal  of  AI,  with  the
potential  to  spill  over  into  agricultural
practices.  In "Fertilize or Fossilize:  An In-
Depth Look at Organic Farming Practices,"
the  authors  explore  the  historical  and
contemporary  utilization  of  organic
fertilizers,  shedding  light  on  the  persistent
use of dried manure in agricultural settings.
The juxtaposition of high-tech AI and down-
to-earth  fertilizer  presents  an  intriguing
dichotomy  that  merits  further  exploration.
What do you get when you cross a computer
and a flower? A screen saver.

In "The Singularity is Near: When Humans
Transcend  Biology"  by  Ray  Kurzweil,  the
potential future implications of AI on human
society  and  the  environment  are  dissected
with meticulous  detail.  This prompts  us to
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consider the long-term repercussions of the
portrayal of AI in popular media on various
aspects  of  human  activities,  including
agriculture  and  food  production.
Furthermore, in "The Omnivore's Dilemma:
A Natural History of Four Meals," Michael
Pollan navigates  through the complex web
of  food  production  and  consumption,
presenting  a  kaleidoscopic  view  of  the
agricultural  industry  and  its
interconnectedness with societal trends. This
multifaceted  approach  encourages  us  to
consider  the  potential  ramifications  of
seemingly  unrelated  entities,  such  as  xkcd
comics on AI and dried manure as fertilizer,
on the broader agricultural landscape. Why
did the scarecrow win an award? Because he
was outstanding in his field.

In the realm of fiction, works such as "Do
Androids  Dream  of  Electric  Sheep?"  by
Philip K. Dick and "The Martian" by Andy
Weir  offer  fictional  depictions  of  AI  and
agricultural  challenges,  respectively.  While
these  may seem unrelated  to  our  research,
the  threads  of  technological  advancement
and  food  production  weave  an  underlying
connection  that  is  both  unexpected  and
illuminating. This serves as a reminder that
the  fusion  of  seemingly  unrelated  subjects
can yield unexpected insights that tickle the
intellect.  What  do  you  call  an  anxious,
solitary AI? Artificially Insecure.

Moreover,  drawing  from  cinematic
experiences,  films  such  as  "The  Matrix,"
"Interstellar,"  and  "WALL-E"  provide
thought-provoking  narratives  centered
around AI, environmental sustainability, and
the  future  of  humanity.  While  these  may
appear tangential to the current inquiry, the
intersection of technological innovation and
agricultural  practices  forms  a  thematic
undercurrent that interlaces the real and the

fantastical.  As  such,  they  prompt  us  to
explore  the  potential  interplay  between
xkcd's  humorous  takes  on  AI  and  the
grounded  reality  of  dried  manure  as  a
fertilizer,  with  a  touch  of  cinematic  flair.
How does  a  computer  get  drunk? It  takes
screenshots.

In aggregating the intellectual contributions
across  a  wide  spectrum  of  literature,  it  is
evident  that  the  integration  of  humor,
technology,  and  agriculture  engenders
thought-provoking  possibilities  and
unexpected  correlations.  As  we  plunge
further into the analysis of xkcd comics and
dried  manure  fertilizer  data,  the
amalgamation  of  serious  scholarly  works
and whimsically titled studies serves as an
invitation  to  unravel  the  comical  and
captivating  intertwining  of  AI  and
agricultural  practices.  What's  a  robot's
favorite snack? Computer chips!

Approach

The  methodology  utilized  in  this  research
involved a thorough and meticulous process
to  collect  and  analyze  the  data  from xkcd
comics and the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) regarding dried manure
fertilizer usage. Our approach is as rigorous
as  it  is  whimsical,  aiming  to  expose  any
underlying  correlation  between  these
seemingly  incongruent  domains.  Like  a
good  pun,  our  methods  were  designed  to
catch  the  reader's  attention  and generate  a
chuckle or two.

To  begin,  we  assembled  a  comprehensive
dataset  comprising all  xkcd comics  related
to artificial intelligence published from 2007
to 2015. Each comic was scrutinized for its
portrayal of AI in various contexts, ranging
from  the  humorous  to  the  thought-
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provoking.  These  comics  were  then
subjected  to  AI  analysis,  utilizing  cutting-
edge  algorithms  and  machine  learning
techniques to identify recurring themes and
sentiments. All this just to have a laugh at
some AI jokes – a bit over the top, perhaps,
but the pursuit of knowledge often leads us
down unexpected paths.

Simultaneously,  data  on  the  utilization  of
dried  manure  as  fertilizer  in  the  United
States from 2007 to 2015 was obtained from
the USDA. The voluminous records of this
rather  "down-to-earth"  material  were
collated and scrutinized for any fluctuations
or patterns over the years. It's a dirty job, but
someone has to do it – and who knows, it
might just yield some fruitful results!

Once the datasets were assembled, an initial
examination of the data was conducted, but
not before a few good quips and jests were
shared among the research team. Statistical
analyses  including  correlation  coefficients,
regression  models,  and  hypothesis  testing
were  then  employed  to  discern  any
meaningful relationship between the themes
presented in xkcd comics and the troves of
dried  manure  utilized  for  agricultural
purposes. It was a truly "punny" process, as
we sought to inject a bit of humor into the
typically  stoic  world  of  research
methodology.

Our rigorous methodologies are designed to
uncover unexpected connections and to lend
a smile to even the most discerning reader.
Sometimes, a sprinkling of humor can make
even the most complex statistical analysis a
little  more  digestible.  Why  couldn't  the
bicycle  stand up by itself?  Because it  was
two tired.

Results

The  analysis  of  the  data  collected  has
revealed  a  significant  correlation  between
the  number  of  xkcd  comics  related  to
artificial intelligence (AI) and the usage of
dried  manure  as  fertilizer  in  the  United
States during the period from 2007 to 2015.
We found a strong correlation coefficient of
0.7292790, indicating a positive relationship
between the two variables. This correlation
suggests that as the frequency of AI-related
xkcd  comics  increased,  there  was  a
corresponding rise in the application of dried
manure as fertilizer in the US. It seems that
even agricultural  practices are  not immune
to the influence of AI humor. Why did the
tomato  turn red? Because  it  saw the  salad
dressing!

The obtained r-squared value of 0.5318479
further  reinforces  the  strength  of  the
relationship  between  the  variables.  This
value  indicates  that  approximately  53.18%
of the variance in the use of dried manure as
fertilizer can be explained by the number of
xkcd  comics  addressing  AI.  It's  a  "dung
deal" that shouldn't be overlooked.

Furthermore, the statistical analysis yielded
a  p-value  of  less  than  0.05,  signifying
statistical  significance  in  the  relationship
between the variables. This finding indicates
that the observed correlation is  unlikely to
be  a  result  of  random  chance,  providing
substantial evidence to support the existence
of  a  noteworthy  association  between  xkcd
comics  on  AI  and  the  utilization  of  dried
manure  for  land  cultivation  in  the  US.  It
appears that even in the realm of agricultural
data, the joke’s on us.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Notably,  Fig.  1  portrays  a  scatterplot
illustrating  the  strong  positive  correlation
between  the  number  of  AI-related  xkcd
comics and the volume of dried manure used
as  fertilizer.  The  scatterplot  further
reinforces the robustness of the association,
serving  as  a  visual  representation  of  the
"fertilizing"  effect  of  AI  humor  on
agricultural  practices.  It's  a  "crop-load"  of
correlations waiting to be harvested.

In conclusion, the investigation into the link
between  xkcd  comics  on  AI  and  the
application of dried manure as fertilizer has
unveiled  a  surprising  and  amusing
correlation. This research not only presents a
novel  perspective  on  the  influence  of
comedic  art  on  practical  agricultural
activities  but  also  underscores  the
interconnectedness  of  seemingly  unrelated
facets of human culture and technology. As
they say, "Why don’t scientists trust atoms?
Because they make up everything!"

Discussion of findings

The  significant  correlation  between  the
frequency of xkcd comics tackling artificial
intelligence (AI) and the utilization of dried
manure  as  fertilizer  in  the  United  States
offers  a  whimsical  yet  thought-provoking

perspective  on  the  influence  of  popular
culture on agricultural  practices.  It  appears
that the comedic musings of xkcd may have
a  tangible  impact  on  the  domain  of
agricultural fertilizers. It seems that not even
manure  can  escape  the  excre-"AI"  table
influence of tech humor!

Building upon the serious yet wittily-named
studies in the literature review, our findings
extend  and  support  prior  research  on  the
potential  interplay  between  humor,
technology,  and  agricultural  activities.  The
significant  correlation  coefficient  of
0.7292790 aligns with previous speculations
regarding the influence of AI-related content
on  human  activities.  It's  a  "barnyard
brouhaha"  of  unexpected  connections,
giving  new  meaning  to  the  phrase
"cultivating a sense of humor."

The integration of AI-themed xkcd comics
and  the  application  of  dried  manure  as
fertilizer  underscores  the  surprising
interconnectedness  of  seemingly  disparate
realms  of  human  culture  and  technology,
accentuating the ripple effect  of humor on
practical  endeavors.  My  puns  may  be
"manure," but the correlations are certainly
nothing to "squabble" about!

The  intriguing  positive  relationship
identified in this study underscores the need
for further exploration into the mechanisms
underlying the influence of popular culture
on agricultural practices. While our research
brings  to  light  a  statistically  significant
association,  the  specific  channels  through
which  AI-themed  satire  impacts  fertilizer
application  warrant  more  in-depth
investigation.

The moderate r-squared value of 0.5318479
suggests that approximately 53.18% of the
variability in dried manure use as fertilizer
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can be attributed to the number of AI-related
xkcd comics. It's a "fertilizing" thought that
tickles  the  intellect,  signaling  the  potential
sway  of  tech  humor  on  down-to-earth
agricultural activities.

From a statistical standpoint, the revealed p-
value of less than 0.05 further bolsters the
case  for  an  authentic  relationship  between
the variables, mitigating concerns about the
statistical  “cow"cophony  surrounding
spurious  correlations.  It  seems  that  even
when  surrounded  by  agricultural  data,  the
jests of AI cannot be plowed under!

Conclusion

In conclusion, this study has brought to light
the  amusing  yet  intriguing  correlation
between  the  portrayal  of  artificial
intelligence  (AI)  in  xkcd  comics  and  the
utilization of dried manure as fertilizer in the
United  States.  The  statistically  significant
correlation  coefficient  and  p-value  suggest
that  there  is  indeed  a  robust  relationship
between these seemingly disparate entities.
It's  a  "com-post"  of  comedic  art  and
agricultural  practice  that  warrants  further
investigation. 

The findings of this research not only serve
as  a  testament  to  the  whimsical
interconnectedness  of  human  culture  and
technological  satire  but  also  highlight  the
potential  impact  of  humor  on  real-world
activities.  It's  a  "crop"  of  correlations  that
have been plowed and harvested to reveal a
surprising  linkage  between  AI  humor  and
agricultural practices. As they say, "Why did
the  scarecrow  win  an  award?  Because  he
was outstanding in his field!"

It is evident that no more research is needed
in this area, as the results of this study have

sufficiently  fertilized  the ground for  future
exploration  of  unconventional  correlations
in the scientific realm.
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