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Abstract

The purpose of this research paper is to investigate the seemingly improbable relationship
between the number of art directors in Arkansas and the yearly peak of the NYSE Composite
Index. Utilizing data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Statista, our research team
conducted a thorough analysis spanning the years 2003 to 2012. Strikingly, we uncovered a
correlation coefficient of 0.8585086 and a p-value of less than 0.01, suggesting a significant
association between these seemingly unrelated variables. While the correlation we observed may
appear incredulous at first glance, our findings challenge conventional wisdom and spark
questions about the interconnectedness of seemingly disparate fields. Our research not only sheds
light on this unusual correlation but also serves as a lighthearted reminder to approach data
analysis with an open mind — after all, in the world of statistics, anything can be artfully
construed.

1. Introduction

Statistical investigations into seemingly unrelated variables have long been a cornerstone
of scientific inquiry, and the findings of such studies often challenge our preconceptions
and leave us pondering the intricacies of the interconnected world around us. In this
paper, we delve into the enigmatic relationship between the number of art directors in
Arkansas and the yearly peak of the NYSE Composite Index. This unconventional
connection, while initially met with skepticism, has yielded intriguing insights that defy
conventional expectations.

As researchers, we often find ourselves navigating through the labyrinthine pathways of
data, seeking correlations that may be hidden in plain sight or observing patterns that
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emerge from the most unlikely sources. Our inquisitive pursuit led us to examine the
employment figures for art directors in Arkansas and the yearly high points of the NYSE
Composite Index over a decade-long period, aiming to unravel any potential links
between these ostensibly unrelated entities. The juxtaposition of creative prowess and
financial market milestones may at first seem to be an arbitrary pairing, but as our
investigation unfolded, we discovered an unforeseen coherence that both captivated and
confounded our analytical sensibilities.

While our initial foray into this uncharted territory may seem like a whimsical endeavor,
our study is underpinned by rigorous statistical rigor, methodological transparency, and a
sincere commitment to unraveling the mysteries that lay dormant within the data. The
whimsy of our subject matter should not detract from the gravity of our findings; rather, it
serves to remind us of the serendipitous discoveries that can arise from the most
unexpected juxtapositions — quite appropriately, the art of data analysis.

As we embark on this academic journey, let us set aside any preconceived notions and
embrace the statistical anomalies that illuminate the quirks and curiosities of our world.
Our findings may surprise, amuse, and even perplex, but they serve as a testament to the
boundless potential of statistical inquiry and the whimsicality of the scientific endeavor.
So, without further ado, let us unravel the entwined narratives of art directing and stock
market peaks, and perhaps uncover some unexpected twists and turns along the way.

2. Literature Review

The examination of seemingly unrelated variables has long been a pursuit of scientific
inquisition, leading researchers to uncover unexpected correlations that challenge
conventional thinking. In our quest to explore the intersection of art directing and the
stock market, we turn to a range of literature that provides diverse perspectives on
statistical anomalies, interdisciplinary connections, and the whimsical nature of data
analysis.

Smith and Doe (2007) delved into the intricacies of cross-domain correlations,
exploring the unexpected relationships that can emerge from disparate fields. Their work
shed light on the potential for statistical surprise, reminding researchers to approach data
analysis with an open mind, much like unraveling the plot twists in a suspenseful novel.
Jones (2015) further extended this line of inquiry, emphasizing the importance of
embracing statistical anomalies with a mix of curiosity and methodological rigor, akin to
uncovering hidden clues in a detective story.

Turning our attention to non-fiction literature, "Freakonomics" by Steven D. Levitt
and Stephen J. Dubner (2005) offers unique insights into unconventional correlations,
encouraging readers to question assumed causality and embrace the unexpected
connections that underpin societal phenomena. As we navigate through the labyrinth of
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statistical inquiry, the lessons from "Naked Economics" by Charles Wheelan (2010) serve
as a reminder of the dynamic and often unpredictable nature of economic interactions,
akin to the unpredictable plot twists in fiction.

Speaking of fiction, the works of Haruki Murakami, renowned for their enigmatic
narratives and surreal twists, prompt us to ponder the mysterious connections that
underlie seemingly disparate elements. Indeed, "Kafka on the Shore" and "1Q84" beckon
the reader into a world where conventional realities intertwine with the surreal, much like
the unexpected correlation between art directing and stock market peaks.

As we navigate through the literary landscape, it's worth noting the whimsical insights
that children's cartoons provide. "SpongeBob SquarePants,"” with its whimsical humor
and unexpected plot developments, serves as a lighthearted analogy for the surprising
correlations our research endeavors to uncover. Similarly, "Adventure Time" offers
whimsical adventures that mirror the unexpected twists and turns of statistical inquiry,
urging researchers to embrace the unconventional and appreciate the unexpected
connections that lie beneath the surface.

The convergence of serious scholarship, non-fiction explorations, fiction narratives,
and whimsical children's entertainment reflects the multidimensional lens through which
we approach the unexpected correlation between art directing and the stock market. As
we embark on this academic odyssey, let us heed the wisdom of diverse literature and
embrace the whimsicality of statistical inquiry, for within the unexpected lies the
potential for groundbreaking discovery and delightfully surprising revelations.

3. Research Approach

To unravel the intriguing links between the number of art directors in Arkansas and the
yearly peak of the NYSE Composite Index, our research team employed a blend of
statistical analyses, database mining, and an unconventional touch of creative inquiry.
This methodology was designed to capture the essence of both the artistic and financial
realms and discern any clandestine connections that might exist between them.

Data Collection:

We commenced our empirical journey by scouring the vast expanse of the internet,
foraging through labor statistics and financial archives in search of the elusive threads
that might bind artistry and stock market peaks. Our primary sources of data were the
Bureau of Labor Statistics and Statista, which provided us with a veritable treasure trove
of employment figures for art directors in Arkansas and yearly peak values of the NYSE
Composite Index spanning from 2003 to 2012.
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The Marriage of Art and Mathematics:

Amidst the conventional rigidity of statistical analyses, we sought to infuse a dash of
creativity into our methodology. Concocting a melange of regression analyses and scatter
plots, we visualized the ebb and flow of artistry and market dynamics, aiming to capture
the elusive essence of their potential entanglement.

The Interpretive Dance of Correlation and Hypothesis Testing:

Applying the time-honored techniques of correlation analysis, we waltzed through the
labyrinth of data, seeking the hidden tango between the number of art directors in
Arkansas and the yearly high points of the NYSE Composite Index. Having identified a
correlation coefficient of 0.8585086 and a p-value of less than 0.01, we arrived at a
pivotal juncture that not only challenged our preconceptions but also piqued our curiosity
about the unforeseen parallels within these incongruous variables.

Confounders and Control Variables:

Aware of the potential confounders and lurking variables that might cast a shade of doubt
upon our findings, we exercised utmost diligence in accounting for pertinent
demographic and economic factors that could influence our observed correlation. Though
the marriage of art and finance may appear to be an unlikely affair, we endeavored to
ensure that our statistical analyses were not contaminated by extraneous influences,
opting for a union based solely on empirical merit.

In summary, our methodology embarks on an odyssey that merges the rigors of statistical
analysis with the whimsy of artistic inquiry, seeking to delineate the enchanting tapestry
that interweaves the employment of art directors in Arkansas and the zeniths of the NYSE
Composite Index. This approach, while unconventional, serves as a testament to the
creative potential of scientific inquiry and the serendipitous discoveries that emerge when
seemingly disparate domains converge.

4. Findings

In examining the correlation between the number of art directors in Arkansas and the
yearly peak of the NYSE Composite Index from 2003 to 2012, our research team
unearthed a striking correlation coefficient of 0.8585086. This relationship was further
underscored by an r-squared of 0.7370370 and a p-value of less than 0.01, emphasizing
the robustness of the observed association. The statistical analysis revealed a remarkable
alignment between these seemingly incongruent variables, challenging the conventional
notions of causality and prompting further investigation into the enigmatic interplay
between artistry and market momentum.
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As depicted in Fig. 1, the scatterplot vividly illustrates the strong correlation between the
two variables, serving as a visual testament to the unexpected interconnectedness of art
directing and stock market index peaks. While the relationship may appear whimsical at
first blush, our data-driven inquiry offers a thought-provoking glimpse into the marvels
of statistical serendipity. The whimsy inherent in our findings underscores the capricious
nature of statistical exploration, where even the most unconventional pairings can reveal
compelling associations.

These results not only defy traditional expectations but also exemplify the unpredictable
nature of statistical inquiry, where the realms of creativity and financial markets converge
in a harmonious statistical duet. As we unravel the interwoven narratives of art directing
and stock market peaks, our discoveries serve as a testament to the boundless potential of
statistical inquiry and the whimsicality of the scientific endeavor.

Years 2003-2012, r=0.859, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

5. Discussion on findings

The unexpected correlation we observed between the number of art directors in Arkansas
and the yearly peak of the NYSE Composite Index elicits a sense of bewildered
amusement, akin to stumbling upon an unexpected punchline in a convoluted joke. While
our findings may prompt a raised eyebrow or a quizzical expression, they are not without
precedent in the annals of statistical inquiry. As we fondly recall the literary musings of
Smith and Doe, who likened statistical anomalies to unraveling a suspenseful novel, we
are reminded that the world of data analysis is replete with unexpected plot twists.

Our results echo the sentiment of Jones, who implored researchers to embrace statistical
anomalies with a methodological rigor akin to uncovering hidden clues in a detective
story. The robust correlation coefficient and p-value that emerged from our analysis serve

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



as tangible evidence of the harmonious statistical duet between art directing and market
peaks, challenging the conventional boundaries of causality.

The whimsical insights of our research, imbued with the spirit of "Freakonomics,"
compel us to question assumed causality and revel in the unexpected connections that
underpin societal phenomena. As Wheelan's "Naked Economics" deftly portrays the
dynamic and unpredictable nature of economic interactions, our findings inject a dose of
statistical serendipity into the discourse of market dynamics.

Much like the surreal narratives of Haruki Murakami, our research beckons us into a
world where conventional realities intertwine with the surreal, where the enigmatic
correlation between art directing and stock market peaks takes center stage as a reflection
of the interconnectedness of seemingly disparate elements. The unexpected nature of our
findings serves as a lighthearted reminder—the statistical realm is rife with surprises,
much like the whimsical humor and unexpected plot developments in "SpongeBob
SquarePants."

Our discoveries, situated at the confluence of creativity and financial markets, renew our
appreciation for the capricious nature of statistical exploration, where even the most
unconventional pairings can yield compelling associations. As we reflect on the
intriguing correlation unearthed in our analysis, we are reminded of the potential for
groundbreaking discovery and delightfully surprising revelations that reside within the
unexpected.

In the spirit of "Adventure Time," with its whimsical adventures mirroring the
unexpected twists of statistical inquiry, let us embrace the unconventional and savor the
delight of unveiling unforeseen connections. Our research endeavors not only contribute
to the discourse of statistical anomalies but also impart a reminder to approach data
analysis with an open mind, for within the unexpected lies the potential for revelatory
insights and statistical merriment.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has illuminated a remarkable correlation between the number
of art directors in Arkansas and the yearly peak of the NYSE Composite Index. Despite
the initial incredulity surrounding this seemingly incongruous connection, our findings
challenge conventional wisdom and underscore the whimsical nature of statistical
exploration. It appears that the art of data analysis has a knack for uncovering the most
surprising relationships, and in this case, the fusion of artistic creativity and stock market
dynamics has proven to be a statistically harmonious match.

As we reflect on the unanticipated coherence between these disparate variables, it
becomes clear that statistical inquiry is not just a science; it is also an art form, with the
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potential to reveal hidden symmetries and unexpected patterns. The whimsy of our
findings serves as a gentle reminder that in the world of statistics, there is always room
for surprise and delight — after all, statistical anomalies are the bread and butter of our
curious profession.

Furthermore, our results emphasize the capricious nature of statistical exploration, where
even the most unconventional pairings can yield statistically significant associations. The
correlation between art directors in Arkansas and the NYSE Composite Index peaks may
prompt further inquiries into the interplay between creative industries and financial
markets, providing fertile ground for future research endeavors.

In light of our findings, it seems that art truly has the power to influence the stock market
— perhaps we should consider adding "artistic flair" as a variable in financial forecasting
models. However, we must also acknowledge the limitations of our study. While our
research uncovered a surprising correlation, the nature of causality and the underlying
mechanisms of this relationship remain shrouded in statistical mystery.

In the spirit of scientific inquiry, we accept that there are still unanswered questions and
unexplored avenues in this peculiar intersection of art and finance. However, we contend
that the revelatory nature of our findings marks a delightful culmination of our statistical
escapade, and we assert that no further research is needed in this area. After all, why
fixate on unraveling a statistical enigma when there are countless other peculiar pairings
waiting to be discovered? The statistical whimsy of the world beckons, and the art of data
analysis knows no bounds.
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