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ABSTRACT

The Social Science of Comics: An Analysis of the Correlation between
College Sociology Teachers in Tennessee and xkcd Comics on

Hobbies

This paper presents a quantitative investigation into the intriguing relationship between
the  demographic  distribution  of  college  sociology  teachers  in  Tennessee  and  the
representation  of  hobbies  in  xkcd  comics.  Using  data  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics and artificial intelligence analysis of xkcd comics published between 2007 and
2021, we have computed a correlation coefficient of 0.6995228 (p < 0.01) that warrants
further  exploration.  Our  findings  not  only  shed  light  on  the  potential  influence  of
academic specialization on the portrayal of leisure activities, but also provide fodder for
some lighthearted musings at the intersection of academia and pop culture.
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I. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

In the vast and wacky world of pop culture, the realm of webcomics holds a special place. One 

particular webcomic, xkcd, has captivated audiences with its unique blend of humor, science, and

stick-figure artwork. While many have marveled at the wit and wisdom embedded within the 

panels of xkcd, few have ventured into the uncharted territory of unraveling the mysterious 

connections between the comic's content and the demographic landscape of academia.

Intriguingly, the present study aims to explore the often-overlooked correlation between the 

number of college sociology teachers in Tennessee and the portrayal of hobbies in xkcd comics. 

Yes, you read that right – we are delving into the realm of academic demographics and 

webcomic musings, a juncture where data analysis meets doodles, and statistical significance 

dances with stick figures.

Although this unconventional pairing may raise more than a few eyebrows, it beckons us to 

ponder: Could the distribution of sociology pedagogues in the Volunteer State subtly sway the 

topics of pastimes that grace the pixels of xkcd? Or are we merely chasing shadows in the land of

correlations and quips?

With an ever-curious spirit and an appreciation for the offbeat, we embark on this scholarly 

escapade to shed light on this quizzical conundrum and to perhaps unearth a few chuckles along 

the way. So, don your academic spectacles and buckle up for a journey that promises to be equal 

parts thought-provoking and light-hearted. Together, we shall navigate the intersection of 
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sociological demographics and webcomic whimsy, seeking to unveil the unanticipated patterns 

that emerge when academia and pop culture collide.

II. Literature Review

     The investigation into the relationship between college sociology teachers in Tennessee and 

the portrayal of hobbies in xkcd comics is a novel endeavor that bridges the realms of academia 

and pop culture. Previous research by Smith (2015) and Doe (2017) has primarily focused on the

impact of academic demographics on cultural representations in various media forms. However, 

none have dared to venture into the peculiar domain of webcomics and the specific nexus of 

universities in Tennessee and stick-figure humor.

     Smith (2015) delved into the influence of academic specialization on the portrayal of leisure 

activities in television shows, while Doe (2017) examined the manifestation of sociological 

themes in popular literature. These studies lay the groundwork for understanding the potential 

effects of scholarly concentrations on cultural depictions. Moving forward, our study seeks to 

extend this line of inquiry to the distinctive landscape of webcomics and the idiosyncratic world 

of xkcd.

     Expanding beyond academic literature, books such as "Leisure and Society" by Williams 

(2018), and "The Sociology of Pop Culture" by Brown (2020) have provided significant insights 

into the intersection of leisure, sociology, and cultural representation, offering valuable 

theoretical frameworks for our investigation. Furthermore, fictional works such as "The Comic 

Book Story of Video Games" by Hennessey and McGowan (2017) and "The Sociology of The 
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Simpsons" by Turner (2003) offer playful, yet insightful perspectives that highlight the potential 

for interplay between sociological concepts and popular media.

     With an abundance of scholarly and fictional resources at our disposal, the literature review 

process for this study has been as rigorous as it has been entertaining. In addition to traditional 

academic sources, unconventional methods, including scouring through the back covers of 

shampoo bottles, have also been employed as part of an exhaustive effort to comprehensively 

grasp the multifaceted relationship between college sociology teachers in Tennessee and xkcd 

comics about hobbies.

III. Methodology

To explore the quirky correlation between the number of college sociology teachers in Tennessee

and the portrayal of hobbies in xkcd comics, we embarked on a data odyssey that could rival 

even the most epic webcomic adventure. Our research team first obtained data on the 

demographic distribution of college sociology teachers in Tennessee from the Bureau of Labor 

Statistics. This data, while not as visually stimulating as a webcomic, provided the necessary 

groundwork for our statistical escapade.

Meanwhile, we delved into the whimsical world of xkcd comics, where stick figures and 

scientific ponderings collide in a delightful symphony of wit. To quantify the representation of 

hobbies in xkcd, we employed the sophisticated technique of artificial intelligence (AI) analysis. 

This involved training a model to identify and categorize the myriad pursuits and pastimes 
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depicted in the comic series, an endeavor that required a keen eye for detail and a dash of 

algorithmic whimsy.

With data in hand, we set forth on the arduous yet exhilarating task of establishing a quantitative 

link between the two seemingly disparate domains. Through rigorous statistical analysis, we 

computed a correlation coefficient that stood as a testament to the enigmatic relationship between

sociology academia and webcomic musings. Our data spanned the years 2007 to 2021, capturing 

a wide swath of sociological pedagogical trends and xkcd whimsy, allowing us to unravel 

patterns and peculiarities that may have otherwise remained hidden in the virtual ether.

In the spirit of scholarly zaniness, our methodology embraced the unconventional and celebrated 

the unexpected. By combining traditional demographic data with cutting-edge AI analysis, we 

ventured into uncharted territory, where the rigors of statistical inquiry intertwined with the 

whimsy of webcomic interpretation. It was an endeavor that demanded equal parts logic and 

levity, and our research team embraced the challenge with fervor and a healthy dose of humor.

In the chapters that follow, we invite readers to join us on this scholarly romp, where data-driven 

analysis and comic-inspired capers converge. Through the lens of our unique methodology, we 

aim to not only shed light on the correlation at hand but also to inject a touch of whimsy into the 

often-serious realm of academic inquiry. So, dear reader, prepare to embark on a journey that 

promises both statistical revelations and comic relief, as we navigate the intriguing intersection 

of sociological demographics and webcomic wonder.

IV. Results
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The main objective of this study was to explore the potential correlation between the number of 

college sociology teachers in Tennessee and the portrayal of hobbies in xkcd comics. Our 

analysis covered the period from 2007 to 2021, during which we meticulously collected data 

from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and ruthlessly scrutinized a grand assembly of xkcd comics 

through the lens of artificial intelligence. The resulting correlation coefficient of 0.6995228, with

an r-squared of 0.4893321 and a p-value less than 0.01, may initially seem surprising, but it 

offers some tantalizing food for thought - and amusement.

A striking visual representation of our findings is encapsulated in Figure 1, a scatterplot 

illustrating the robust correlation between the two variables. The scatterplot not only serves as 

evidence of the statistically significant association uncovered in our analysis but also beckons the

viewer to reflect on the curious dance of sociological demographics and web-based humor.

This correlation value of 0.6995228 suggests a strong positive relationship between the number 

of college sociology teachers in Tennessee and the frequency of xkcd comics featuring hobbies. 

While this may seem amusingly nonsensical at first, the statistical significance of this 

relationship demands further exploration and contemplation. Are the musings of Randall 

Munroe, the creator of xkcd, subtly influenced by the academic landscape of Tennessee? Or is 

this correlation simply a whimsical quirk of happenstance?
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our quantitative findings not only underscore the potential impact of academic demographics on 

the thematic content of a well-loved webcomic but also invite enthusiasts of both sociology and 

stick-figure art to engage in some playful pondering. It appears that the interplay between 

academia and webcomics is not just an amusing side note but a dimension worthy of deeper 

inquiry. This intersection offers a canvas for scholarly amusement and intellectual curiosity, 

encouraging us to consider the multifaceted influences that shape the content of our favorite 

webcomics.

V. Discussion

The findings of our research have revealed a surprisingly strong correlation between the number 

of college sociology teachers in Tennessee and the portrayal of hobbies in xkcd comics. While 

this connection may initially seem as unexpected as finding an accidental pun in a serious 

conversation, it is crucial to recognize the significance of this discovery in understanding the 

interplay between academic demographics and cultural representation.
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Our results are in line with the previous studies by Smith (2015) and Doe (2017), which have 

also indicated the potential influence of academic expertise on the portrayal of leisure activities 

in various media forms. This correlation not only adds a whimsical twist to the rather serious 

world of academia but also highlights the pervasive nature of scholarly influence, even in the 

seemingly carefree domain of webcomics.

In particular, the statistical significance of our findings reinforces the notion proposed by 

Williams (2018) and Brown (2020) that sociological concepts and academic specializations can 

shape the portrayal of leisure and popular culture. This presents an amusing paradox - the serious

business of academia impacting the lighthearted world of hobby-centric webcomics, akin to 

stumbling upon a doctoral dissertation about the sociological implications of the "dad jokes" in 

comic strips.

Additionally, our study underscores the potential for scholarly amusement and intellectual 

curiosity at the intersection of academia and popular culture, echoing the playful yet insightful 

perspectives offered by Hennessey, McGowan (2017), and Turner (2003). The correlation we 

have uncovered not only serves as a source of amusement but also invites the academia-minded 

readers to engage in some delightfully quirky contemplation about the potential factors 

influencing webcomic content.

In summary, our study offers a lively anecdote in the academic landscape, shedding light on the 

unexpected connections between sociology and stick-figure humor. The statistical correlation we 

have unveiled between college sociology teachers in Tennessee and xkcd comics about hobbies 

serves as a reminder that even in the realm of serious research, surprising and amusing 

discoveries are waiting to be unveiled. This correlation beckons us to ponder: the next time a 

Tennessee-based sociologist reads an xkcd comic about hobbies, will they find themselves 
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unintentionally analyzing its sociocultural implications, or simply enjoying a punny moment of 

leisurely respite?

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has brought to light a rather unexpected yet statistically robust 

relationship between the number of college sociology teachers in Tennessee and the depiction of 

hobbies in xkcd comics. The correlation coefficient of 0.6995228, coupled with a p-value less 

than 0.01, paints a compelling picture of the intertwined nature of a seemingly disparate 

academic demographic and the whimsical world of webcomics.

While it may be tempting to dismiss this correlation as a mere quirk of fate, or perhaps a 

consequence of a particularly sociologically-inclined comic artist residing in Tennessee, our 

findings prod us to ponder the deeper undercurrents at play. Could it be that the academic milieu 

of Tennessee exerts a faint yet discernible influence on the thematic landscape of xkcd? Or is this

correlation an elaborate ruse concocted by the mischievous tendrils of statistical coincidence?

As we bid adieu to this unusual undertaking, we are reminded of the myriad peculiarities that 

infuse the tapestry of human experience – an academic curiosity in sociology and the 

lighthearted musings of a webcomic artist, intertwined in a delightful dance of correlation. While

our contributions may have tickled the fancy of both academia and comic enthusiasts, it is with a 

hint of whimsy that we declare: no further research in this delightful intersection is warranted. 

The comedy and sociology world can rest easy knowing that this enigmatic correlation has been 

given its due moment in the scholarly spotlight.
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