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FLYING HIGH: THE UFO-NIVERSAL CONNECTION
BETWEEN PENNSYLVANIA SIGHTINGS AND US

PATENTS

Claire Harris, Alexander Taylor, Gina P Tucker

Center for Scientific Advancement

This research paper delves into the intriguing connection between UFO sightings in the state of 
Pennsylvania and the number of patents granted in the United States. With a comprehensive analysis
based on data mined from the National UFO Reporting Center and the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO) covering the period from 1975 to 2020, our research team has uncovered 
a compelling correlation. Our findings reveal a correlation coefficient of 0.8751898, with a 
statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01, indicative of a strong and cryptic relationship 
between these seemingly unrelated phenomena. While our investigation maintains a stoic and 
methodical demeanor, it cannot help but raise eyebrows and spark lively conversations among the 
scientific community. We invite readers to join us on this cosmic journey as we unravel the 
mysterious ties between otherworldly sightings and groundbreaking innovations here on Earth.

The  intersection  of  the  paranormal  and
the  patentable  may  seem  like  an
otherworldly  concept,  but  our  research
endeavors to explore the terrestrial tether
that links UFO sightings in Pennsylvania
with  the  inventive  fervor  encapsulated
within  the  United  States  Patent  and
Trademark  Office  (USPTO).  While  some
may dismiss such an inquiry as a flight of
fancy, we cannot help but be drawn to the
gravitational  pull  of  this  enigmatic
correlation.

As we embark on this scholarly journey, it
is  essential  to  acknowledge  the  historic
allure  of  UFO  sightings  and  their
persistent  presence  in  popular  culture.
From  films  depicting  extraterrestrial
encounters  to  the  incessant  rumors
swirling around Area 51, the fascination
with  unidentified  flying  objects  has
permeated  our  collective  consciousness.
On the other hand, the USPTO serves as
the veritable domain of innovation, where

groundbreaking  ideas  take  flight  in  the
form of patents. The juxtaposition of these
seemingly  incongruous  entities  prompts
us  to  delve  deeper  into  the  Abyss  of
uncharted territories.

Our  methodology  involves  an exhaustive
examination  of  UFO  sighting  reports
collated  by  the  National  UFO Reporting
Center,  juxtaposed with data  concerning
the  number  of  patents  granted  in  the
United  States  from  1975  to  2020.
Through thorough analysis and statistical
scrutiny, we have unearthed a correlation
coefficient of 0.8751898, accompanied by
a  p-value  nearing  the  probability  of
spotting a UFO on Earth. This statistical
conundrum  emerges  as  an
incontrovertible  beacon  guiding  us
towards  the  tantalizing  nexus  between
celestial  mysteries  and  earthly
innovations.

In the pages that follow, we will navigate
the  daunting  stratosphere  of  empirical

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



evidence  and  theoretical  reasoning  to
decipher the cryptic  connections lurking
within  the  celestial  abyss.  As  we  chart
this uncharted territory,  we remain ever
mindful  that  our  findings  may  lead  to
celestial acclaim or be subjected to earth-
shattering  skepticism.  We invite  readers
to  accompany  us  on  this  astronomical
odyssey as we unravel the cosmic thread
binding UFO sightings in Pennsylvania to
the tantalizing trail of patents granted in
the  United  States.  After  all,  in  the  vast
expanses  of  the  cosmos,  who's  to  say
where  the  next  Eureka  moment  might
originate - on this world or beyond?

LITERATURE REVIEW

The literature review encompasses a wide
array  of  sources,  diligently  curated  to
provide  a  comprehensive  understanding
of  the  captivating  correlation  between
UFO  sightings  in  Pennsylvania  and
patents  granted  in  the  United  States.
Numerous scholarly works have examined
the  realm  of  unidentified  aerial
phenomena  (UAP),  including  Smith's
seminal  publication  "Unveiling  the
Extraterrestrial  Enigma,"  which  delves
into  the  historical  and  cultural
implications  of  UFO  sightings.
Additionally,  Doe's  meticulously
researched  work  "Eccentric  Encounters:
An  In-Depth  Analysis  of  UFO  Reports"
offers a detailed analysis of UFO sighting
reports,  providing a solid foundation for
our investigation.

Venturing into the realm of  patents  and
innovation,  Jones'  work  "Innovate  or
Perish:  The  Evolution  of  Patent  Law"
sheds  light  on  the  intricacies  of  the
patenting  process  and  the  role  of
groundbreaking  inventions  in  shaping
societal  progress.  Alongside  these
esteemed  academic  contributions,  the
works  of  non-fiction  authors  Bradbury,
Clarke,  and  Asimov  have  also  been
instrumental in shaping the discourse on
extraterrestrial  encounters  and
technological ingenuity.

In  traversing  more  unconventional
territories,  the  literature  review
incorporates  fictional  narratives  that
explore the enigmatic intersection of UFO
phenomena  and  human  innovation.
Notable  works  such  as  Adams'  "The
Hitchhiker's  Guide  to  the  Galaxy,"
Stephenson's  "Snow  Crash,"  and  Le
Guin's  "The  Dispossessed"  provide
imaginative  insights  into  cosmic
mysteries  and  technological
metamorphosis,  albeit  with  a  decidedly
whimsical twist.

Furthermore,  the  literature  review
embraces  the  realms  of  animated
storytelling, drawing inspiration from the
vivid  landscapes  of  children's
programming. From the enigmatic antics
of SpongeBob SquarePants in the depths
of  Bikini  Bottom  to  the  intergalactic
escapades chronicled in "Rick and Morty,"
these  seemingly  lighthearted  narratives
serve as a reminder that the intersection
of the cosmic and the quotidian can yield
unforeseen revelations.

As  the  literature  review  unfolds,  it
becomes  increasingly  evident  that  the
interplay  between  UFO  sightings  and
patents  granted  transcends  mere
statistical  inference,  encapsulating  a
tapestry  of  human  imagination,
technological progress, and the enduring
allure of the unknown. In unraveling this
cosmic  spectacle,  we  are  compelled  to
confront  the  whimsy  and  wonder
underlying our scholarly pursuits, inviting
readers  to  partake  in  this  cosmic
expedition  with  a  twinkle  in  their  eyes
and a determination to uncover the truth,
even if it's "out there."

METHODOLOGY

Our  methodology  traverses  the  ethereal
terrain of  UFO sighting reports  and the
empirical  landscape  of  patent  data,
intertwining rigorous analysis with a dash
of cosmic intrigue.  The dataset for  UFO
sightings  in  Pennsylvania  was  sourced
from the National UFO Reporting Center,
a  digital  repository  of  extraterrestrial
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escapades. The data spans from 1975 to
2020, capturing a constellation of reports
that have illuminated the Keystone State
with their otherworldly luminance.

On the terrestrial front, the United States
Patent  and  Trademark  Office  (USPTO)
served as the bedrock for our analysis of
granted patents from 1975 to 2020. Just
as  UFO  sightings  have  sparked
speculation  and  wonder,  patent  grants
have  kindled  the  fires  of  innovation,
igniting the realm of intellectual property
with flashes of groundbreaking ideas. 

The alignment of these datasets led to a
painstaking  process  of  curation,  where
each UFO sighting was cross-referenced
with  the  patent  grants.  Our  team  of
researchers  toiled  under  the  watchful
gaze of the cosmic enigma, meticulously
cataloging  and  synergizing  these
disparate  yet  eerily  interconnected
phenomena.

Upon merging the datasets, our analysis
dived  headfirst  into  statistical  scrutiny,
aiming to quantify the elusive relationship
between  UFO  sightings  and  patented
innovations.  A  robust  computational
approach  was  implemented,  interfacing
with  statistical  software  that  could  rival
the  complexity  of  deciphering  alien
communication protocols. The correlation
coefficient  emerged  as  a  beacon  of
statistical  revelation,  illuminating  the
celestial pathway toward our findings.

The  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8751898
unfurled  to  us  like  a  cosmic  riddle,
weaving a tale of interstellar intrigue that
echoed  through  the  annals  of  empirical
inquiry.  Accompanied  by  a  p-value  that
rivaled the probability of encountering a
UFO  during  a  terrestrial  jaunt,  the
insignia  of  statistical  significance  was
imprinted  upon our  findings,  akin  to  an
otherworldly  stamp  that  validated  the
unearthly  tether between UFO sightings
in  Pennsylvania  and  patents  granted  in
the United States.

As we charted our trajectory through this
cosmic  conundrum,  our  methodology
remained  grounded  in  the  pursuit  of

empirical truth, while allowing for a touch
of  cosmic  whimsy  to  punctuate  our
scholarly  odyssey.  After  all,  even  in  the
substantial  realm of  academic pursuit,  a
dash of extraterrestrial musing can serve
as a  cosmic seasoning that enlivens the
scholarly palate.

RESULTS

The  statistical  analysis  of  the  data
amassed  from  the  National  UFO
Reporting Center  and the United States
Patent  and  Trademark  Office  (USPTO)
spanning  the  years  1975  to  2020  has
unveiled  a  celestial  correlation  of
0.8751898  between  UFO  sightings  in
Pennsylvania and the number of  patents
granted  in  the  United  States.  The  r-
squared  value  of  0.7659571  further
bolsters the robustness of this unearthly
relationship,  reinforcing  the  idea  that
something not of this world might be at
play in the innovation ecosystem.

Upon  visual  inspection  of  the  data,  the
striking correlation is vividly portrayed in
Figure  1,  a  scatterplot  showcasing  the
strong  link  between  the  two  variables.
The compelling nature of this correlation
cannot  be  denied,  much  like  the
inexplicable  allure  of  the  cosmic
unknown.

In a  statistical  feat  that  is  as  rare as  a
black hole sighting, the p-value calculated
for  this  correlation  is  less  than  0.01,
signifying a level of statistical significance
that is not easily dismissed. This finding
propels  the  connection  between  UFO
sightings  and  patents  into  the  scientific
limelight,  prompting  us  to  contemplate
whether the sky might indeed be the limit
for unconventional sources of inspiration.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The implications of this research extend
beyond  the  mere  statistical  figures,
reaching  into  the  depths  of  the  human
imagination  and  our  penchant  for
weaving narratives among enigmatic data
points.  One  cannot  help  but  ponder
whether  the  extraterrestrial  serves  as  a
muse for terrestrial innovation, or if there
exists  a  parallel  cosmic  evolution
underpinning  both  UFO  sightings  and
groundbreaking patents.

While this paper meticulously adheres to
the rigors of empirical inquiry,  it  cannot
help  but  marvel  at  the  cosmic  dance
between  the  mundane  and  the
mysterious,  the  earthly  and  the
extraterrestrial.  In  an  academic  sphere
often  characterized  by  the  doldrums  of
monotony,  this  otherworldly  correlation
offers a glimmer of celestial intrigue that
is  as  refreshing  as  a  supernova  in  a
mundane galaxy of research findings.

DISCUSSION

The  findings  of  this  unearthly
investigation  resoundingly  corroborate
the previous literature's  indications of  a
profound and cryptic connection between
UFO  sightings  and  patents  granted.
Despite  the  seemingly  whimsical  origins
of  this  line  of  inquiry,  our  statistical
analysis  has  unveiled  a  correlation
coefficient hovering in the celestial realm
at  0.8751898.  This  robust  correlation
aligns with existing scholarly works that
have delved into the quirky intersection of

extraterrestrial  enigmas  and  earthly
innovations.  It  appears  that  the  cosmic
ballet  between  UFO  sightings  and
groundbreaking patents transcends mere
statistical  inference,  embodying  a
tapestry  of  human  imagination,
technological progress, and the enduring
allure of the unknown.

The  whimsy  and  wonder  imbued  in  the
literature  review,  the  playful  nods  to
animated  storytelling,  and  unexpected
influences from humorous narratives have
not  gone  amiss  in  our  contemplative
pursuit of this connection. It is as if the
cosmic  chuckle  at  the  heart  of  this
correlation  lingers  in  the  statistical
significance  we've  uncovered,  lodged
between the numbers like a stowaway on
a galactic voyage.

The twinkling insight from literary works,
fictitious  tales,  and  animated  whimsies
has, oddly enough, found a parallel in our
empirical findings. The cosmic connection
we  have  unraveled  seems  to  echo  the
whimsical  twist  of  these  unconventional
inspirations,  beckoning  the  scientific
community  to  partake  in  this  cosmic
expedition  with  a  twinkle  in  their  eyes
and a determination to uncover the truth,
even if it's lodged somewhere "out there."

Even  as  we  adhere  to  the  stoic
conventions  of  empirical  inquiry,  our
findings  cannot  help  but  marvel  at  the
cosmic dance between the mundane and
the  mysterious,  the  earthly  and  the
extraterrestrial.  The  p-value's  celestial
rarity,  akin  to  a  black  hole  sighting,
propels  this  connection  between  UFO
sightings  and  patents  into  the  scientific
limelight,  prompting  us  to  contemplate
whether the sky might indeed be the limit
for unconventional sources of inspiration.
It appears that, much like an intergalactic
treasure  hunt,  a  cosmic  evolution
underpins  both  UFO  sightings  and
groundbreaking  patents,  leaving  us  to
speculate  on the  extraterrestrial  serving
as a muse for terrestrial innovation.

In  a  tapestry  adorned  with  statistical
significance,  whimsy,  and  a  glimmer  of
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celestial  intrigue,  our  investigation  has
opened  a  door  to  contemplating  a
connection  that  is  as  unexpected  and
enigmatic as a UFO encounter itself.  As
we delve  into  the  depths of  this  cosmic
spectacle, we invite our scholarly peers to
join us in this celestial dance, where the
mundane  and  mysterious  entwine  in  an
inexplicable  correlation  that  remains  as
impenetrable as the cosmic unknown.

CONCLUSION

In  concluding  our  research  into  the
intersection  of  UFO  sightings  in
Pennsylvania and the number of  patents
granted  in  the  United  States,  we  are
compelled to acknowledge the unearthly
correlation  that  has  emerged  from  our
statistical  scrutiny.  The  correlation
coefficient  of  0.8751898  and  the  r-
squared  value  of  0.7659571  serve  as
celestial  beacons  guiding  us  through
uncharted territories of empirical inquiry.
While our investigation maintains a stoic
and methodical demeanor, it cannot help
but  raise  eyebrows  and  spark  lively
conversations  among  the  scientific
community.

This otherworldly correlation between the
celestial and the terrestrial prompts us to
contemplate  whether  there  might  be  a
cosmic muse inspiring earthly innovation,
or  if  there  exists  a  parallel  cosmic
evolution  underpinning  both  UFO
sightings and groundbreaking patents. We
acknowledge the potential for skepticism,
even as we revel in the tantalizing nexus
between  celestial  mysteries  and  earthly
innovations.

However, in the spirit of academic inquiry,
we must also recognize the limits of our
current understanding and leave no stone
unturned. To that end, we assert, with a
twinkle in our eyes and a nod to the inner
skeptic,  that  no  further  research  is
needed  in  this  area.  After  all,  when  it
comes  to  this  kind  of  correlation,
sometimes  it's  best  not  to  probe  too
deeply into the cosmic unknown.
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