
Master's Degrees in Mix It Up, then Sushi to Sup

Christopher Hart, Anthony Tate, Gabriel P Tate

Abstract

This  research  investigates  the  surprising  relationship
between  the  number  of  Master's  degrees  awarded  in
Multi/Interdisciplinary  Studies  and  Google  searches  for
'sushi near me'. Using data from the National Center for
Education  Statistics  and  Google  Trends,  a  correlation
coefficient of 0.9854975 and p < 0.01 for the period 2012
to  2021  was  observed,  suggesting  a  strong  positive
correlation. These findings add a flavorful  touch to our
understanding  of  educational  trends  and  consumer
behavior. We discuss the potential  implications of these
findings with a grain of wasabi and a dash of skepticism.

1. Introduction

        The pursuit of knowledge is often compared to
diving  into  a  sea  of  possibilities,  a  metaphor  that
becomes  quite  fitting  when  considering  the
multi/interdisciplinary  studies  field.  With  its
blending  of  different  perspectives  and  disciplines,
this academic realm resembles a bubbling cauldron
of  intellectual  exploration.  At  the  same  time,  the
culinary  world  offers  its  own  fusion  experience,
where flavors and ingredients from diverse cultures
come together  to  create  harmonious  and palatable
dishes.  In  this  study,  we  embark  on  an
unconventional  journey  to  explore  the  seemingly
disparate  worlds  of  higher  education  and
gastronomy.

        While the link between academic pursuits and
culinary  preferences  may  appear  tenuous  at  first
glance,  recent  data  has  illuminated  an  unexpected
overlap.  In  a  delectably quirky turn of  events,  we
found that the number of Master's degrees awarded
in Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies exhibits a peculiar
connection to the frequency of Google searches for
'sushi  near  me'.  Despite  the  seemingly  unrelated
nature  of  these  two  subjects,  our  analysis  has
uncovered a statistical relationship that adds a hint
of umami to the otherwise predictable landscape of
educational research.

        The aim of this research is  to present  our
findings on this unorthodox correlation and consider
the  implications  it  holds  for  both  academia  and
consumer behavior. The amalgamation of scholarly
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pursuits  and gastronomic predilections might  seem
humorous  at  first,  but  the  statistical  evidence  we
present  is  as  robust  as  the  texture  of  a  perfectly-
prepared  rice  ball.  Moreover,  this  unexpected
connection  invites  us  to  ponder  the  interplay
between  educational  choices  and  culinary
inclinations,  offering a fresh perspective that  is  as
refreshing as a plate of chilled sashimi on a warm
summer day.

2. Literature Review

     In their comprehensive study, Smith et al. (2017)
delve  into  the  complexities  of  interdisciplinary
education,  highlighting  the  evolution  of
multi/interdisciplinary  studies  as  a  vibrant  and
dynamic field. The authors underscore the increasing
appeal  of  programs  that  transcend  traditional
disciplinary  boundaries,  attracting  students  with  a
penchant  for  intellectual  exploration  and  a
willingness  to  venture  into  uncharted  academic
territories.

     Meanwhile, Doe and Jones (2019) examine the
rising  trend  of  Google  searches  for  culinary
establishments,  shedding  light  on  the  growing
influence of digital  platforms in shaping consumer
dining  preferences.  Their  analysis  offers  valuable
insights  into  the  behavior  of  individuals  seeking
gastronomic  experiences,  revealing  patterns  in  the
search  for  specific  cuisines  in  relation  to  varying
demographic factors.

     Moving  beyond  the  conventional  academic
discourse, the literature presents a diverse array of
works  that  offer  intriguing  perspectives  on  the
intersection  of  education  and  gastronomy.  "The
Omnivore's  Dilemma" by  Michael  Pollan  paints  a
vivid  picture  of  the  intricate  relationship  between
food production and consumption, while "Salt, Fat,
Acid,  Heat"  by  Samin  Nosrat  celebrates  the
harmonious  balance  of  flavors  and  textures  in
culinary creations. These non-fiction works provide
a nuanced understanding of the culinary landscape,
serving  as  a  flavorful  backdrop against  which  the
unanticipated correlation between Master's  degrees
in multi/interdisciplinary studies and sushi cravings
unfolds.

     Furthermore,  fiction  works  such  as  "Kitchen
Confidential" by Anthony Bourdain and "Sushi for
Beginners"  by  Marian  Keyes  offer  fictionalized
accounts  of  culinary  adventures,  capturing  the
essence  of  culinary  exploration  and  the  allure  of
diverse  culinary  traditions.  While  these  literary
creations may not present empirical evidence, they
infuse the discourse with a dash of narrative flair,
inviting  readers  to  savor  the  rich  tapestry  of
gastronomic experiences.

     Additionally, cinematic productions such as "Jiro
Dreams  of  Sushi"  and  "Eat  Pray  Love"  provide
cinematic  insights  into  the  cultural  and  personal
significance  of  culinary  experiences,  further
amplifying  the  fusion  of  academic  inquiry  and
culinary appreciation.  The  visual  medium expands
the  scope  of  our  exploration,  adding  a  cinematic
flavor to our inquiry into the unexpected correlation
between  educational  pursuits  and  culinary
inclinations.

     As we venture into this uncharted territory of
academic investigation,  we embrace the whimsical
juxtaposition  of  intellectual  pursuits  and  culinary
cravings,  recognizing  the  potential  for  flavorful
discoveries  beyond  the  confines  of  traditional
research  paradigms.  This  interdisciplinary  journey
promises  to  serve  up  a  buffet  of  novel  insights,
spiced with a hint of academic irreverence and a zest
for unconventional intellectual inquiry.

3. Methodology

Data Collection:

The first step in our culinary journey was to procure
the necessary data to satisfy our intellectual hunger.
We tapped into the vast repository of the National
Center for Education Statistics to obtain information
on the number of Master's degrees awarded in the
field of Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies from 2012 to
2021. Concurrently, we delved into the digital flavor
scape of Google Trends to extract the frequency of
searches  for  'sushi  near  me'  during the same time
period.  It  should  be  noted  that  while  the  data
collection  process  was  as  meticulous  as  a  sushi
chef's  knife  skills,  the  link  between  educational
pursuits  and  gastronomic  cravings  unsurprisingly
raised a few eyebrows among our peers.
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Data Analysis:

Once the ingredients of our dataset were gathered,
we applied statistical methods with the precision of a
seasoned  sushi  chef  creating  a  delicate  roll.  To
examine the potential  correlation between Master's
degrees in Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies and 'sushi
near  me'  searches,  we  calculated  Spearman's  rank
correlation coefficient. This robust measure, akin to
the perfectly balanced flavors in a well-crafted sushi
dish, allowed us to assess the strength and direction
of any association between the number of degrees
awarded  and  the  frequency  of  sushi  searches  in
various regions. Our statistical analysis served as a
flavorful  concoction  of  numeric  integrity  and
empirical curiosity, capturing the delicious ebb and
flow of academic achievement and culinary desire.

Control Variables:

To ensure the purity of our statistical sushi roll, we
considered  potential  confounding  variables  that
might have spiced up our analysis. Factors such as
regional cultural variations, population density, and
availability  of  sushi  establishments  were  carefully
explored and factored into our models. By seasoning
our analysis with these control variables, we aimed
to  provide  a  nuanced  interpretation  of  the
relationship  between  academic  pursuits  and  the
quest for sushi, without getting lost in the sauce.

Ethical Considerations:

As conscientious researchers,  we handled our data
with the same care and precision as a sushi master
crafting  a  delicate  nigiri.  The  anonymity  of  both
educational institutions and individual search queries
was rigorously maintained to uphold the privacy and
integrity of our sources. Our commitment to ethical
research  practices  was  unwavering,  allowing  our
findings  to  stand  as  tantalizing  morsels  of
knowledge  without  compromising  the  trust  of  our
data sources.

Just  as  a  master  sushi  chef  combines  a  myriad of
flavors  to  create  a  harmonious  dish,  we  blended
statistical  rigor,  academic  curiosity,  and  a  dash  of
whimsy  to  uncover  the  unexpectedly  delightful
linkage  between  Master's  degrees  in
Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies and Google searches
for  'sushi  near  me'.  With  our  methodology  as
meticulous as the art of sushi-making itself, we are

poised to present findings that are as satisfying to the
academic palate as a perfectly rolled sushi.

4. Results

The analysis  revealed a  strikingly high correlation
coefficient  of  0.9854975  between  the  number  of
Master's degrees awarded in Multi/Interdisciplinary
Studies  and  Google  searches  for  'sushi  near  me'
during the period from 2012 to 2021. The strength of
this correlation, as indicated by the r-squared value
of  0.9712054,  suggests  that  the  pursuit  of
interdisciplinary education and the craving for sushi
are intertwined in a manner that goes beyond mere
coincidence.

Fig.  1  showcases  the  scatterplot  illustrating  the
robust  relationship  between  these  seemingly
unrelated variables.  The  scatterplot  depicts  a  clear
upward  trend,  signifying  that  as  the  number  of
Master's  degrees  in  Multi/Interdisciplinary  Studies
rises, so does the frequency of Google searches for
'sushi  near  me'.  It's  as  if  the  students'  craving  for
knowledge spills over into a craving for sushi!

The  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  provides  strong
evidence  against  the  null  hypothesis  of  no
correlation,  further  cementing  the  validity  of  our
findings.  This  suggests  that  the  likelihood  of
observing such a strong association purely by chance
is less than 1%, making the relationship statistically
significant.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These unanticipated results offer a fresh perspective
on  the  intersection  of  academic  pursuits  and
gastronomic  interests,  injecting  a  dash  of  surprise
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into  the  otherwise  predictable  landscape  of
educational  research.  The  implications  of  this
peculiar  correlation  raise  questions  about  the
underlying mechanisms driving this connection and
the broader sociocultural factors that may influence
individuals' educational and culinary choices. As we
digest these findings, it's clear that there is more to
the world of  scholarly pursuits  and sushi  cravings
than meets the eye.

5. Discussion

The unprecedented correlation between the number
of  Master's  degrees  awarded  in
Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies and Google searches
for 'sushi near me' unveiled in this study beckons us
to  further  investigate  the  savory  intertwining  of
educational  pursuits  and  gastronomic  proclivities.
Our findings align with the literature, demonstrating
a  complementary  relation  between  the  evolving
landscape  of  interdisciplinary  education  and  the
burgeoning interest in diverse culinary experiences.

Smith et al. (2017) cogently expounded on the allure
of  interdisciplinary  education,  akin  to  the  rich
umami flavor found in a well-crafted sushi roll, both
offering a multisensory journey that  captivates  the
mind and palate. Doe and Jones (2019) shed light on
the  evolving  consumer  dining  preferences,
reminiscent of the diverse academic explorations in
multi/interdisciplinary  studies,  as  individuals  seek
novel  experiences  and  flavors  that  transcend
traditional  boundaries.  These  studies  provide  a
compelling  backdrop,  emphasizing  the  shared
exploratory  spirit  that  permeates  both  educational
and culinary domains, fueling our understanding of
the observed correlation.

The  robust  positive  correlation  depicted  in  our
results implies a parallelism between the intellectual
vigor  driving  interdisciplinary  education  and  the
palpable  zest  for  culinary  exploration  apparent  in
Google  searches  for  'sushi  near  me'.  As  students
delve  into  the  multifaceted  realms  of
interdisciplinary studies, they not only broaden their
academic  horizons  but  also  exhibit  a  heightened
propensity for diverse culinary experiences, perhaps
seeking  to  savor  the  intellectual  and  gastronomic
fusion in the cosmopolitan melting pot of knowledge
and taste.

The  implications  of  this  unexpected  correlation
extend beyond statistical intrigue, transcending into
the realms of  educational  pedagogy and consumer
behavior.  Unveiling  the  association  between
academic pursuits and culinary inclinations paints a
vital paradigm where the divide between intellectual
nourishment and epicurean delights begins to blur.
As  we  digest  these  findings,  the  odyssey  of
interdisciplinary education and the culinary tapestry
of  sushi  beckon  us  to  explore  the  confluence  of
knowledge and flavor.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  has  provided
compelling evidence of the unexpected link between
Master's  degrees  in  Multi/Interdisciplinary  Studies
and the search for 'sushi near me' on Google. The
robust correlation coefficient and significance level
discovered  suggest  a  strong  association  between
these seemingly disparate domains.  It  appears  that
the pursuit  of  educational  breadth and the craving
for culinary delights are intertwined in a manner that
defies conventional wisdom and leaves us pondering
the deeper complexities of human behavior.

The implications of these findings are as tantalizing
as a perfectly seasoned tuna roll.  One could argue
that the interdisciplinary nature of sushi mirrors the
interdisciplinary  field  of  study,  as  both  bring
together a variety of elements to form a harmonious
whole. However, caution is advised in drawing hasty
conclusions  -  after  all,  correlation  does  not  imply
causation,  and  we  must  savor  the  flavor  of
skepticism  as  we  digest  this  unconventional
connection.

While  our  findings  shed  light  on  this  curious
correlation,  there  is  no  shortage  of  unanswered
questions.  Further  research  into  the  psychological
and  sociocultural  factors  driving  this  association
could provide a richer understanding of the human
experience.  As  we  chew on the  idea  of  academic
diversity and culinary diversity intersecting, we are
left  with  a  lingering  taste  of  curiosity  about  the
underlying mechanisms at play.

In  the  spirit  of  academic  inquiry,  we  must
acknowledge the limitations of our study. The scope
of  our  investigation  focuses  on  the  correlation
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between Master's degrees in Multi/Interdisciplinary
Studies and Google searches for 'sushi near me', and
while  our  findings  are  flavorful,  they  do  not
encompass  the  entire  buffet  of  educational  and
culinary interactions. Nonetheless, our research adds
a dash of seasoning to the academic discourse and
serves  as  a  reminder  that  unexpected  connections
can lead to savory insights.

After savoring these findings, we assert that the seal
has been cracked on this remarkable correlation, and
no further investigation in this area is needed. The
fusion  of  scholarly  pursuits  and  sushi  cravings,
while unexpected, has provided a satisfying dish of
statistical  intrigue,  leaving  us  with  a  data-driven
smile as we close the menu on this peculiar pairing.
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