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This paper delves into a curious correlation that has sparked both intrigue and mirth - the
relationship between the total regular season games played by NHL star Nicklas Backstrom and
kerosene usage in Turkmenistan. With a lighthearted approach, we set out to investigate whether
there is any empirical evidence linking Backstrom's on-ice performance with the kerosene
consumption in Turkmenistan. Leveraging data from the NHL and the Energy Information
Administration, our analysis revealed a surprising correlation coefficient of 0.8245664 and p < 0.01
for the period spanning from 2002 to 2021. Our findings add a touch of amusement to the world of
statistical inquiry, shedding light on the unexpected and quirky intersections between seemingly
unrelated phenomena. We invite readers to join in the amusement and ponder the intricate, and

often comical, web of correlations in our world.

Research in the annals of statistics often
takes us to unexpected places, where the
connection between seemingly unrelated
variables can leave us scratching our
heads or, in this case, marveling at the
flickering flame of curiosity. The
confounding correlation between the total
regular season games played by the
talented NHL player, Nicklas Backstrom,
and the kerosene usage in the enigmatic
country of Turkmenistan has raised
eyebrows and drawn a fair share of
chuckles. As we delve into this enigmatic
correlation, we find ourselves in a world
where sports and energy data converge in
a whimsical dance of statistical analysis.

The idea that the number of regular
season games played by an ice hockey
maestro could have any bearing on the
kerosene consumption in the distant land
of Turkmenistan may sound like the start
of an elaborate jest. However, as

researchers, it is our duty to turn such
jests into inquiries, and inquiries into
findings. With a twinkle in our eyes and a
quest for both scientific veracity and
merriment, we set out to explore this
astonishing relationship.
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Amidst the labyrinth of variables and data
points, we stumbled upon a correlation
coefficient of 0.8245664 and a p-value
that was not to be laughed at (p < 0.01).
This discovery left us in a state of
bemusement, as it unveiled an
unexpected link between the prowess on
the ice and the fuel consumption in a
distant land. Our study offers a
lighthearted foray into the quirky, the
improbable, and the wonderfully
whimsical side of statistical inquiry. As we
lift the veil on this peculiar pairing, we
invite fellow researchers and enthusiasts
to join us in savoring the delightful
oddities that statistical analysis can
uncover.

So, dear reader, fasten your analytical
seatbelt and brace vyourself for an
amusing trot through the terrain of
unexpected correlations. As we unravel
the puzzling synergies between
Backstrom's game performance and
Turkmenistan's kerosene usage, we invite
you to savor the statistical whimsy that
lies at the heart of our investigation.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Smith (2015) revisited the classic
conundrum of improbable correlations,
leading a merry dance through the annals
of statistical inquiry. While many studies
have explored the connection between
sports performance and energy
consumption, the curious case of Nicklas
Backstrom's total regular season games
played and kerosene usage in
Turkmenistan has risen above the rest,
eliciting both intrigue and guffaws.

Doe (2017) conducted a comprehensive
analysis of hockey players' impact on
global energy consumption, offering a
thorough overview of the unexpected
intersections between sports and fuel
usage. Jones (2019) delved into the
whimsical web of correlations,
demonstrating that statistical inquiry is
not devoid of mirth and amusement.

Turning to non-fiction works related to
energy consumption, "The Economics of
Energy" by Brown (2018) provides a
sober assessment of fuel usage trends
around the world, while "The Global
Energy Landscape" by White (2016) offers
an illuminating exploration of energy
dynamics on the international stage.

In the realm of fiction, "The Fire Within"
by Blaze (2014) and "Hockey, Heat, and
Hijinks" by Iceberg (2019) capture the
spirit of our investigation with their titles
alone, hinting at the delightful interplay
between fire and ice, and the whimsically
unexpected connections between sports
and energy.

Moreover, social media posts have also
contributed to the discourse surrounding
this peculiar correlation. A tweet by
@PuckPodcastFan remarked, "Who knew
that Backstrom's goals would ignite a
statistical inferno in Turkmenistan?
#HockeyEnergyConnection." Meanwhile,
a Reddit thread entitled "Kerosene, Goals,
and Goofy Correlations" sparked lively
discussions on the far-reaching impact of
sports performance on global fuel usage.

With a touch of levity and a hearty
serving of statistical inquiry, our study
contributes to the burgeoning field of
whimsical correlations, inviting readers to
partake in the merry dance of unlikely
connections.

METHODOLOGY

To embark on our mirthful journey into
the captivating realm of correlation, we
employed a concoction of data collection
and statistical wizardry that would make
even the most stoic researchers crack a
smile. Our trusty research team scoured
the depths of the internet, winding
through the corridors of the NHL's game
logs and the ©Energy Information
Administration's kerosene consumption
data. Armed with spreadsheets,
calculators, and an unwavering sense of
whimsy, we gathered data spanning the
years 2002 to 2021 for Nicklas
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Backstrom's regular season games played
and Turkmenistan's kerosene usage.

Our method for data collection involved a
bit of statistical sleight of hand, as our
team deftly navigated the labyrinth of
online databases and archives, ensuring
that we captured the essence of both
Backstrom's on-ice performance and the
gleaming glow of Turkmenistan's
kerosene consumption. Rest assured, our
data collection process adhered to the
timeless principles of scientific rigor, all
while infusing our quest with a keen eye
for the peculiar and the unexpected.

With the gleeful tick-tock of the statistical
clock in the background, we then
wrangled our data points into submission,
organizing them with a touch of flair and
a dash of silliness. Software of the
statistical variety played a starring role in
our analysis, as we invoked the powers of
regression analysis and correlation
coefficients to unravel the intricacies of
the relationship between Backstrom's
games and Turkmenistan's kerosene
consumption. Amidst the whirl of
numbers and calculations, we maintained
a steadfast commitment to scientific
inquiry, sprinkled liberally with the charm
of investigative playfulness.

In alignment with the unmistakable spirit
of our inquiryy, we approached the
statistical analysis with equal parts
reverence and levity. Our calculations
danced merrily around the correlation
coefficient, landing on a figure that
prompted both delight and raised
eyebrows - an impressive 0.8245664. The
accompanying p-value, with its
conspicuous humility (p < 0.01), lent a
touch of solemnity to our gleeful revelry,
emphasizing the statistical significance of
our findings.

With the glimmering data and the
tantalizing statistical results in hand, we
barrelled down the path of empirical
inquiry, savoring each step as if it were a
punchline to a cosmic joke. Our
methodology, infused with both scientific
rigor and a penchant for the unexpected,

precipitated the curious and delightful
revelations that we are pleased to share
with you in this paper.

RESULTS

The analysis of the quirky connection
between the total regular season games
played by Nicklas Backstrom and
kerosene usage in Turkmenistan yielded
some perplexing yet amusing results.
With a correlation coefficient of
0.8245664 and an r-squared of
0.6799098, our findings painted a picture
that was nothing short of, dare I say,
flaming hot! The p-value of less than 0.01
further added fuel to this fiery
relationship, indicating a significant
association between these seemingly
disparate variables.

To  visually capture the  sizzling
correlation, we present a scorching
scatterplot in Fig. 1. This graph
beautifully illustrates the strong
relationship between the two variables,
igniting a sense of wonder and
amusement as we contemplate the
unexpected link between a hockey
maestro's performances and the kerosene
habits of a distant nation.

Our findings not only add a spark of
interest to the world of statistical inquiry
but also kindle a flame of curiosity
regarding the mysterious ways in which
seemingly unrelated phenomena can
intertwine. We invite our readers to join
us in marveling at the marvelously
unlikely connections that statistical
analysis can reveal, and to bask in the
delightful warmth of these unexpected
correlations.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Years 2002-2021, r=0.825, p<0.01

80 -3
60 LI
40 *

20 4

Total regular season games
played by Nicklas Backstrom

048
0 1 2 3 a

Kerosene used in Turkmenistan

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

DISCUSSION

In elucidating the paradoxical tie between
the total regular season games played by
the enigmatic Nicklas Backstrom and the
utilization of kerosene in the far-flung
lands of Turkmenistan, our study has not
only unveiled a captivating correlation but
also ignited a bonfire of revelry in the
field of statistical inquiry.

The findings of our investigation align
with the scholarly whimsy of Smith
(2015), who championed the cause of
improbable correlations with a jocular
flourish. This correlation, though initially
met with amused skepticism, has proven
to be a veritable blaze of statistical
significance, bolstering the merry band of
researchers who have dared to tread the
path of unlikely connections.

Doe's (2017) comprehensive foray into the
domain of hockey players' impact on
global energy consumption has certainly
found a spark of validation in our study.
The link between Backstrom's on-ice
prowess and the kerosene affairs in
Turkmenistan stands as a testament to
the unexpected intersections between
sports and fuel usage that Doe so
sagaciously illuminated.

Moreover, the pun-laden approach of
Blaze (2014) and Iceberg (2019) in their
fictional works "The Fire Within" and
"Hockey, Heat, and Hijinks" resonates
with our findings, as the fiery spirit of
statistical inquiry blazes forth in the

unlikeliest of connections. Indeed, the
statistical inferno ignited by our results
invites both amusement and
contemplation, as we grapple with the
delightfully improbable convergence of
Backstrom's game performances and
Turkmenistan's kerosene consumption.

The scorching correlation coefficient of
0.8245664 and the tantalizing p-value of
less than 0.01 reflect a revelatory dance
between fire and ice, reinforcing the
notion that statistical inquiry is not devoid
of mirth and amusement, as Jones (2019)
so eloquently put forth in his exploration
of whimsical correlations.

In sum, our findings embrace the spirit of
inquiry with a generous dash of levity,
ushering in a delightful era of statistical
amusement. As we continue to uncover
the unexpectedly comical web of
correlations in our world, may this study
serve as a fiery beacon of insight and
entertainment, illuminating the whimsical
connections that statistical analysis can
unveil.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our study has shed a
comically incandescent light on the
captivating correlation between the total
regular season games played by the
esteemed Nicklas Backstrom and the
kerosene usage in Turkmenistan. The
scorching correlation coefficient of
0.8245664 and the pulsating p-value of
less than 0.01 have left us in a state of
statistical combustion, proving that this
connection is no mere statistical fluke.

As we fanned the flames of inquiry, we
couldn't help but wonder about the fiery
dynamics at play here. Could Backstrom's
on-ice prowess be igniting a spark of
inspiration that transcends borders,
leading to an uptick in kerosene usage in
Turkmenistan? Or perhaps there's an
unseen force at play, fanning the flames of
performance on the ice and burning
bright in the kerosene consumption data.
These questions add a delightful whimsy
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to the otherwise serious world of
statistical analysis, reminding us that
sometimes, correlations can be as
unpredictable and amusing as a surprise
goal in a hockey match.

The sizzling scatterplot in Fig. 1
encapsulates the torrid relationship
between the variables, serving as a visual
testament to the enchanting dance of data
that we've uncovered. This unexpected
link between the NHL and energy
consumption has certainly lit a spark in
the realm of statistical inquiry, reminding
us that even the most unusual
connections can fuel our curiosity and
ignite a flame of amusement.

In the spirit of scientific merriment, we
assert that further research in this area
would risk extinguishing the delightfully
unpredictable nature of our findings.
After all, some statistical mysteries are
best left to smolder in the annals of
wonderful absurdity.
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