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Abstract

This study delves into the intriguing connection between the performance of Formula One World Drivers' 
Champions and the consumption of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) in Belgium. While the concept may 
seem to be off the beaten track, our findings unravel a fascinating correlation that cannot be brushed 
aside lightly. Utilizing data from reliable sources such as Wikipedia and the Energy Information 
Administration, we employed rigorous statistical analysis to scrutinize the intricacies of this seemingly 
incongruous relationship. The results present a remarkable correlation coefficient of 0.6397846, with a p-
value of less than 0.01, spanning the years from 1980 to 2022. The implications of these findings cannot 
be underestimated, and the broader ramifications of this research may spark curiosity in unexpected 
quarters. This study not only sheds light on the interplay of factors influencing Formula One success but 
also offers a whimsical lens through which to view the interconnections of seemingly disparate 
phenomena.

Copyleft 2024 Center for Scientific Advancement.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

The pursuit of understanding the dynamics
that underpin the success of Formula One
World  Drivers'  Champions  has  long
fascinated  researchers  and  aficionados
alike. The gravitational pull of this enigmatic
correlation has drawn us into the world of
Liquefied  Petroleum  Gas  (LPG)
consumption  in  Belgium,  a  seemingly
unrelated  territory.  However,  as  we  dig

deeper  into  this  seemingly  peculiar
association, we unveil a web of intricacies
that may surprise even the most seasoned
Formula One enthusiasts. 

In the annals of motorsport,  the margin of
victory in the World Drivers'  Championship
has often been analyzed through the prism
of aerodynamics, tire strategies, and engine
performance.  Yet,  little  attention  has  been
paid  to  the  potential  impact  of  LPG
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consumption  in  Belgium  on  the
championship outcome. The whimsicality of
this subject matter is not lost on us, and yet,
as  we  ventured  into  uncharted  territories,
our study has unearthed a correlation that
cannot be dismissed outright.

In  a  pursuit  of  uncovering  the  uncanny
relationship  between  these  seemingly
distinct  entities,  we must  acknowledge the
collaborative  synergy  between  statistical
methodologies  and  gut  instincts.  Our
analysis spans a period from 1980 to 2022,
incorporating data from multifarious sources
including  Wikipedia  and  the  Energy
Information Administration of  Belgium. The
meticulous  examination  of  these  datasets
enabled  us  to  distill  our  findings  into  a
correlation coefficient of 0.6397846, a figure
not to be sniffed at, with a p-value less than
0.01. These results offer a compelling case
for the consideration of LPG consumption in
Belgium  as  a  factor  influencing  the
performance of Formula One World Drivers'
Champions.

As  we  proceed  with  this  peculiar  yet
thought-provoking discussion,  our  intention
is not to merely entertain, but to challenge
preconceived  notions  and  beckon  curious
minds to unravel  the interconnections that
permeate our world, even in the unlikeliest
of  places.  This  study  endeavors  to  shed
light  on  the  capricious  dance  of  variables
that shape success in Formula One, while
simultaneously  presenting  a  quirky  lens
through which to view the substantial impact
of seemingly unrelated phenomena. As we
embark on this unconventional journey,  let
us  not  underestimate  the  ripples  that  this
research  may  create  and  the  spark  of
curiosity it may kindle.

2. Literature Review

In their seminal work on automotive racing
championships, Smith et al. (2005) outlined
the  traditional  factors  influencing  the
success  of  Formula  One  World  Drivers'

Champions, such as car aerodynamics, tire
strategies,  and  engine  performance.
However,  the  overlooked  connection
between the performance of champions and
the consumption of liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG)  in  Belgium  has  remained  in  the
shadows of the motorsport literature, waiting
to be brought to light.

Adding  an  unexpected  twist  to  the
discussion,  Doe  (2010)  made  a  passing
mention of the potential influence of peculiar
fuel  choices  on  championship  outcomes,
casually noting the aberrant impact of LPG
consumption  in  specific  European  locales.
Jones (2015), in a comprehensive review of
unconventional  variables  affecting
motorsport victories, hinted at the existence
of  unexplored  correlations,  including  the
enigmatic  connection  between LPG usage
in Belgium and Formula One success.

While  these  serious  and  scholarly  works
have  laid  the  foundation  for  our
investigation, it  is essential to broaden our
horizons  and  tap  into  a  diverse  array  of
sources. The literature on LPG consumption
in  Belgium  echoes  with  inconspicuous
whispers  of  correlation,  inviting  an
exploration  of  tangentially  related  texts.
"The LPG Saga: A Belgian Odyssey" (2020)
by  Gasman et  al.  offers  a  comprehensive
account  of  the  historical,  economic,  and
cultural  significance of  LPG in the Belgian
landscape,  tantalizingly  hinting  at  potential
synergies with the world of motorsport.

Venturing further into the realm of obscure
yet  potentially  illuminating  sources,  fiction
literature  also  provides  intriguing
perspectives  that  resonate,  albeit  with  an
element  of  whimsy.  Verne's  "Around  the
World in 80 Litres: A LPG Adventure" (1873)
presents a fanciful account of a globetrotting
LPG  enthusiast,  weaving  an  alternate
narrative of fuel-related intrigue that cannot
be  ignored.  Similarly,  "The  Mystery  of  the
LPG Turbines" (1940) by Christie highlights
the  covert  machinations  of  LPG-related
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subterfuge, with implications that transcend
the boundaries of mere fiction.

Drawing from our own eclectic experiences,
movie narratives have also invoked subtle
parallels  with  our  research  focus.  "LPG
Wars:  The  Fast  and  the  Fuel-efficient"
(2015)  and  its  sequels  showcase  high-
octane LPG-fueled races, with protagonists
embroiled  in  a  seemingly  bizarre  yet
captivating  pursuit  of  championship  glory,
providing  an  unexpected  blend  of
entertainment  and  tangential  relevance  to
our scholarly endeavors.

Thus,  this  literature  review  not  only
encompasses  the  foundational  works  of
esteemed researchers but also embarks on
a  whimsical  journey  through  a  myriad  of
literary genres and cinematic spectacles. As
we delve into the seemingly surreal tapestry
of  LPG  consumption  in  Belgium  and  its
relationship to Formula One World Drivers'
Champion's  Point  Margin,  we  invite  the
reader  to  join  us  in  this  scholarly  yet
delightfully eccentric pursuit.

3. Our approach & methods

In  this  offbeat  odyssey  of  correlation
exploration,  our  research  team  concocted
an  intricate  concoction  of  data  collection,
statistical analysis, and a pinch of whimsy to
unravel the mysterious connection between
Formula  One  World  Drivers'  Champion's
Point Margin and Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) consumption in Belgium.

Data Collection:

To  embark  on  this  peculiar  quest,  we
scoured  the  vast  expanse  of  the  internet
and dipped our ladles into the informational
broth,  relying  primarily  on  the  archives  of
Wikipedia  and  the  Energy  Information
Administration  of  Belgium.  Our  data
collection spanned the years from 1980 to
2022, capturing the ebb and flow of Formula
One glory alongside the fluctuations in LPG

consumption  in  the  picturesque  land  of
Belgium.

Quantitative Analysis:

With the inklings of a correlation tickling our
collective  fancy,  our  statisticians  donned
their proverbial thinking caps and channeled
their inner number whisperers to orchestrate
a  comprehensive  quantitative  analysis.
Employing sophisticated statistical tools and
mathematical  wizardry,  we  scrutinized  the
nuances  of  the  data  to  distill  the  elusive
relationship  between  these  seemingly
mismatched variables.

Theoretical Framework:

Guided by the unyielding spirit  of  curiosity
and  the  unwavering  quest  for  the
unexpected, our research team invoked the
whimsical  musings  of  scholarly  literature,
stretching  the  bounds  of  conventional
wisdom  to  embrace  an  unconventional
perspective. While the scholarly literature on
the  intersection  of  Formula  One  triumphs
and LPG consumption in Belgium may be
sparse,  our  study  ventured  into  uncharted
territory  with  a  dash  of  audacity  and  a
sprinkle of scientific rigor.

Interdisciplinary Cross-Pollination:

As we meandered through this unorthodox
labyrinth  of  inquiry,  we  embraced  the
serendipitous  flutterings  of  interdisciplinary
cross-pollination.  Drawing  upon  insights
from  the  realms  of  motorsport  fervor  and
energy  economics,  our  study  synthesized
diverse threads of  knowledge,  weaving an
intricate tapestry of insight that transcends
the boundaries of traditional disciplines.

Ethical Considerations:

While  treading  the  winding  paths  of  this
unconventional  investigation,  we  remained
steadfast  in  upholding  the  tenets  of
academic  integrity  and  ethical  research
conduct.  Our  commitment  to  transparency
and  veracity  underpins  the  fabric  of  our
findings, ensuring that our quirky pursuit of
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knowledge adheres to the highest standards
of scholarly rigor.

Empirical Scrutiny:

Armed with a blend of empirical scrutiny and
fanciful intrigue, we sifted through the layers
of  data  and  statistical  analyses  with  the
precision  of  alchemists  seeking  to
transmute  base  correlations  into  golden
insights.  Through  the  lenses  of  empirical
inquiry, we sought to illuminate the contours
of this enigmatic relationship, shedding light
on the interplay of Formula One glory and
the enigmatic dance of LPG consumption in
Belgium.

4. Results

The analysis of the data gathered from 1980
to  2022  revealed  an  intriguing  correlation
between  the  Formula  One  World  Drivers'
Champion's  Point  Margin  and  the
consumption  of  liquefied  petroleum  gas
(LPG) in Belgium. The correlation coefficient
of 0.6397846 indicates a moderately strong
relationship  between  these  seemingly
unrelated  variables.  This  finding  suggests
that there may be more to the success of
Formula  One  champions  than  meets  the
eye,  or  should  we  say,  than  meets  the
Formula One track?

The  scatterplot  in  Fig.  1  visually
demonstrates  the  notable  correlation,
showcasing  the  unanticipated  connection
between the point margin of Formula One
World  Drivers'  Champions  and  the
consumption of LPG in Belgium. While the
relationship may seem as unexpected as a
pit stop in the middle of a race, our findings
call for further exploration into the impact of,
dare we say, gas on the performance of the
racing elite.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.4093243  adds
weight  to our findings,  indicating that  over
40% of  the variability  in  the Formula  One
World Drivers' Champion's Point Margin can
be  explained  by  the  usage  of  LPG  in

Belgium.  This  certainly  raises  eyebrows,
just  like the reaction of the crowd when a
driver makes an unexpected maneuver on
the track.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Perhaps,  just like the finely tuned engines
on  the  Formula  One  cars,  the  drivers'
success is not only dependent on their skills
and tactics but also on the unassuming LPG
consumption in Belgium. This correlation is
a  gentle  reminder  that,  in  the  world  of
statistical  analysis,  there may be no finish
line for unexpected discoveries.

5. Discussion

The  results  of  our  study  unearth  an
unexpected  connection  between  the
Formula  One  World  Drivers'  Champion's
Point  Margin  and  the  consumption  of
liquefied  petroleum gas (LPG) in  Belgium.
This  resonance  with  prior  research
underscores  the  intricate  interplay  of
seemingly  disparate  variables  in  the
motorsport  arena.  As  we  delve  into  the
implications  of  this  correlation,  it  is
imperative to glean insights not solely from
the conventional racing paradigms but also
from the hitherto overlooked world of LPG.

As the literature review playfully hinted, the
enigmatic  relationship  between  LPG  and
motorsport  success  has  often  been
dismissed  as  mere  fluff.  However,  the

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



substantial  correlation  coefficient  of
0.6397846  reaffirms  the  validity  of  this
seemingly  whimsical  pursuit.  This  finding
not only aligns with the expectations set by
Smith et al. (2005) regarding "peculiar fuel
choices" but also resonates with the subtle
undertones of LPG-related synergy echoed
in Gasman et al.'s (2020) "The LPG Saga: A
Belgian  Odyssey."  The  nod  to  these
unconventional connections opens the door
to  a  broader  conversation  about  the
manifold  influences  on  Formula  One
victories.

The  scatterplot  in  Fig.  1  functions  as  a
visual  testament  to  the  unexpected
marriage  of  LPG  consumption  in  Belgium
and the point margin of Formula One World
Drivers'  Champions.  This  unanticipated
correlation  serves  as  a  reminder  that  the
pursuit  of  knowledge often leads us down
unforeseen tracks, much like a hairpin bend
in the heat of racing action. The r-squared
value  further  solidifies  the  substantiated
impact  of  LPG  in  Belgium,  echoing  the
surprising twists and turns that characterize
both  motorsport  races  and  academic
inquiries.

Amidst  the  seriousness  of  statistical
analysis,  it  is  important  to  remember  the
delightful  unpredictability  of  research  and
the  charming  idiosyncrasies  that  underpin
the pursuit of knowledge. Just as a race car
hurtles  through  a  chicane,  our  findings
prompt  us  to  appreciate  the  whirlwind  of
incongruous  factors  that  contribute  to  the
success  of  Formula  One  World  Drivers'
Champions.  This  study  is  not  just  an
exploration of statistics; it  is an ode to the
unpredictable  elegance  of  scholarly
investigations and the delightful revelations
that lie around every corner.

In a realm where conventional wisdom often
steers  the  ship,  this  research  offers  a
refreshing  reminder  that  unconventional
variables  such  as  LPG  consumption  in
Belgium  can  yield  decidedly  tangible
outcomes.  As  we  steer  our  scholarly

pursuits  onto  the  uncharted  track  of  LPG
and motorsport success, let our intellectual
pit stop be not just a moment of respite, but
a  chance  to  refuel  our  curiosity  with  the
exhilarating possibilities that lay ahead.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  not  only
navigated the labyrinthine world of Formula
One  World  Drivers'  Champion's  Point
Margin  but  has  also  peered  into  the
underbelly  of  Liquefied  Petroleum  Gas
(LPG)  consumption  in  Belgium.  The
correlation coefficient of 0.6397846, with a
p-value of less than 0.01, has raised more
than  a  few  eyebrows  and  potentially
spawned more questions than answers. The
ripples of this discovery, much like the roar
of a Formula One car, may resonate across
disciplines,  beckoning  further  exploration
into the unexpected interplay of  seemingly
disparate variables.

Our  findings,  though  beguiling,  cannot  be
taken lightly, unlike the weight of a Formula
One car hurtling down the track. This study
serves  as  a  gentle  nudge  to  researchers,
imploring  them  to  venture  into  uncharted
territories and uncover hidden correlations,
even if they seem as outlandish as a driver
preferring LPG over conventional fuels. The
implications of our research may transcend
the confines of the Formula One world and
cascade into realms hitherto untouched by
the specter of LPG consumption in Belgium.

As we bring this unconventional journey to a
close,  we  dare  to  suggest  that  the
idiosyncratic  nature  of  our  findings,  much
like  the  twists  and  turns  of  a  race  track,
invites  a  reevaluation  of  the  factors
influencing success in competitive domains.
In  the  spirit  of  intellectual  inquiry,  we
suggest that this study is not merely another
pit  stop  but,  perhaps,  a  starting  grid  for
novel  investigations  into  the  enigmatic
interplay  of  variables  that  shape  the
outcomes we often take for granted.
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In summation, as we step off the gas pedal
of this particular exploration, we assert that
no further research is needed in this area.

In our offbeat venture through this curious 
terrain of unlikely connections, we strived 
not only to uncover empirical truths but also 
to embrace the capricious dance of 
variables that pervades the fabric of our 
world. With a twinkle in our eyes and a 
fervor for the whimsical, we embarked on 
this peculiar journey, harnessing the power 
of data, statistical wizardry, and the audacity
of curiosity to unravel the curious nexus 
between Formula One triumphs and LPG 
consumption in Belgium.
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