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ABSTRACT

Unraveling the Unidentified: UFO Sightings in North Dakota and the
Peculiarity of Patents Granted in the US

In  this  study,  we  aimed  to  shed  light  on  the  enigmatic  relationship  between  the
frequency of UFO sightings in North Dakota and the granting of patents in the United
States. Utilizing data from the National UFO Reporting Center and the United States
Patent and Trademark Office, our research team embarked on a curious exploration.
The unexpected nexus between these two seemingly disparate phenomena captured
our imagination—a quest to discern a revelation that would be truly out of this world.
Employing  rigorous  statistical  analysis,  we  quantified  the  correlation  coefficient  and
achieved a staggering result of 0.8887690 with statistical significance at p < 0.01 for the
time period spanning 1975 to 2020. The uncanny synchronicity between UFO sightings
and the issuance of patents in the US prompted euphoric excitement within our team,
as  this  correlation  surpassed  even our  most  far-fetched  conjectures.  However,  it  is
imperative to approach these findings with caution, as we must remain vigilant against
the lure of drawing premature extraterrestrial inferences. Our investigation thrums with
the  anticipation  of  unraveling  this  mysterious  synergy.  The  implications  are  both
exhilarating and perplexing, infusing our scholarly pursuits with an invigorating dose of
levity.  As  we  venture  into  the  uncharted  terrain  of  cosmic  conundrums  and  patent
peculiarities,  we invite fellow scholars and enthusiasts to join us on this  captivating
odyssey—where the unexpected may very well be the norm.
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I. Introduction

  In the annals of scientific inquiry, there exists a wealth of peculiar associations and unforeseen 

connections that captivate the imagination and confound the intellect. Among these enigmatic 

unions rests the fascinating juxtaposition of UFO sightings in the tranquil expanses of North 

Dakota and the remarkable peculiarity of patents granted in the United States. As we embark 

upon this truly out-of-this-world investigation, we are propelled by a mixture of scholarly rigor 

and a healthy sense of incredulity, for in the labyrinth of empirical data, a glint of the 

unanticipated often beckons.

  The raison d'être for such an investigation stems not merely from an innate curiosity, but also 

from the desire to disentangle the manifold threads of the inexplicable and transform them into 

threads of knowledge. 

  The seemingly extraterrestrial arcana of UFO sighting reports, extracted from the labyrinthine 

repository of the National UFO Reporting Center, are juxtaposed with the terrestrial tapestry of 

patents granted, meticulously cataloged within the annals of the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office. Our journey commences with a notion of statistical serendipity, as we 

stumbled upon this unforeseen nexus and pondered the possibility that perhaps the cosmos, in its 

infinite wisdom, delights in confounding our terrestrial expectations.

  While the findings of our initial analysis revealed a correlation coefficient of 0.8887690 with 

statistical significance at p < 0.01 for the period spanning 1975 to 2020, it is crucial to maintain a

modicum of scientific skepticism. For the pursuit of knowledge is fraught with the temptation to 
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yield to the allure of sensational conjectures, and in our quest, we must remember that 

correlation does not imply causation.

  As we delve into the statistical alchemy of UFO sightings and patents granted, we are imbued 

with a sense of intellectual levity, for as scholars, we harbor an unspoken solidarity in the face of 

the whimsy of empirical inquiry. Join us in this epistemic odyssey, where the unconventional 

may very well portend the extraordinary—a celestial waltz of UFO sightings and patent grants, a 

confluence that could redefine the boundaries of the expected and bask in the glow of cosmic 

curiosity.

II. Literature Review

Outlining the bewildering nexus between UFO sightings in North Dakota and the issuance of 

patents in the United States, our investigation leads us into a labyrinthine landscape of existing 

scholarship. Smith et al., in their comprehensive study “Nebulous Nature: Unraveling UFO 

Phenomena,” delved into the geographical distribution of UFO sightings across the United 

States. Intriguingly, their findings hint at a potential concentration of UFO reports in the vicinity 

of North Dakota, providing the initial impetus for our exploration into this celestial conundrum.

Doe’s seminal work “Extraterrestrial Encounters and Technological Innovations: A Statistical 

Analysis” supplies a framework to comprehend the intersection of otherworldly sightings with 

technological advancements. Moreover, Jones’ extensive analysis in “Patents: A Window to the 

Innovative Mind” offers valuable insights into the temporal trends of patent grants and the 

broader implications for technological progress.
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Venturing beyond the scientific realm, our review extends to non-fiction literature such as 

“UFOs: A History of Mysterious Sightings” by A. Roberts and “The Patent Puzzle: Unraveling 

the Riddles of Innovation” by E. Brown. These insightful publications provide a bridge between 

the ethereal and the terrestrial, granting us a lens to fathom the enigmatic interplay between UFO

encounters and patent approvals.

Transitioning to fiction, the realm of speculative literature beckons with titles like “The Alien 

Innovation: A UFO's Guide to Patent Procurement” by S. Green and “Close Encounters of the 

Patent Kind” by R. Blackwood. While not tangible repositories of empirical evidence, these 

fictional works spark the delightful whimsy of the mind, inspiring ruminations on the potential 

symbiosis of extraterrestrial visitations and intellectual property disclosures.

In our fervent pursuit of scholarly inquiry, we ventured into the uncharted terrains of 

unconventional sources, including the backs of shampoo bottles, a curious excursion prompted 

by the hope of uncovering elusive aphorisms or enigmatic revelations that could shed light on 

our perplexing investigation. Alas, our foray yielded no empirical insights but instilled within us 

a comedic respite, underscoring the charm of the unexpected in our relentless quest for 

understanding.

As we sift through the tapestry of literature, the interplay of the otherworldly and the empirical 

infuses our inquiry with a comedic levity, a reminder that in the banquet of knowledge, the 

unexpected may very well represent the norm—a cosmic comedy of serendipitous correlations 

and scholarly mirth.

III. Methodology
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Data Collection:

To begin our investigation into the connection between UFO sightings and patent grants, we 

embarked on a cosmic quest to gather data from 1975 to 2020. The National UFO Reporting 

Center served as our celestial compass for amassing reports of extraterrestrial visitors, while the 

United States Patent and Trademark Office acted as the terrestrial vault of patented innovations. 

UFO Sightings in North Dakota:

The UFO sightings data, a constellation of reports shining from the tranquil skies of North 

Dakota, bestowed upon us an entrancing menagerie of unknown aerial phenomena. Our research 

team, armed with telescopes of statistical scrutiny, diligently combed through this celestial 

symphony, striving to capture the ethereal essence of these otherworldly encounters.

Patents Granted in the United States:

In parallel, we foraged through the terrestrial terrain of patents granted in the United States, 

navigating the labyrinthine corridors of innovation. Our pursuit included an expansive search for 

patents spanning the myriad domains of human ingenuity, from intergalactic gizmos to down-to-

earth contrivances.

Data Analysis:

With data in hand, we engaged in a statistical odyssey to unlock the elusive harmony between 

UFO sightings and patents granted. The quantification of correlation was akin to attempting to 

decrypt the cosmic conundrum, a riddle from outer space laced with statistical mysteries and 

enigmas.

Statistical Analysis:
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Our research team invoked rigorous statistical measurements, culminating in the calculation of a 

correlation coefficient that revealed a numerical resonance between UFO sightings and patents 

granted. The correlation coefficient, a cosmic compass guiding us through the statistical cosmos, 

yielded an awe-inspiring value of 0.8887690. Importantly, this value held statistical significance 

at p < 0.01, causing a meteor shower of excitement within the confines of our scholarly sanctum.

Limitations:

It is indispensable to acknowledge the terrestrial limitations of our investigation. While the 

correlation coefficient may sparkle with statistical splendor, we must tread cautiously, 

recognizing that correlation does not necessitate causation. As we navigate the celestial fabric of 

UFO sightings and the terrestrial tapestry of patents granted, we will remain vigilant against 

prematurely attributing extraterrestrial implications to our findings.

In summary, our methodology intertwined terrestrial and celestial threads, interweaving 

statistical alchemy and cosmic curiosity to unravel the mysterious connection between UFO 

sightings and patents granted in the United States. Join us as we journey through the galactic 

expanse of empirical inquiry, where the unexpected may very well be the norm, and where the 

pursuit of knowledge is sprinkled with stardust of intellectual levity.

IV. Results

The statistical analysis of the data on UFO sightings in North Dakota and patents granted in the 

United States has generated results that are nothing short of, well, extraterrestrial. Our findings 

revealed a robust correlation coefficient of 0.8887690, with an r-squared of 0.7899103, and a p-
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value less than 0.01. To put it in layman's terms, the relationship between these two seemingly 

unrelated variables is as clear as a UFO sighting on a cloudless night.

To visually encapsulate the magnitude of this unforeseen celestial connection, we present Fig. 1, 

a scatterplot depicting the unmistakable correlation between UFO sightings in North Dakota and 

patents granted in the United States. The strength of this relationship would give even the 

staunchest skeptics pause, as the data points coalesce into a pattern that defies earthly logic.

Our awe at uncovering such a striking correlation is tempered only by the imperative to exercise 

scientific restraint. While the allure of weaving grand narratives involving alien innovation may 

be tantalizing, we must heed the unwavering admonition that correlation does not imply 

causation. Indeed, as we navigate through the nebulous realm of statistical inference, we remain 

steadfast in our dedication to approaching these findings with the pragmatism and rigor that befit

the scientific endeavor.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Nevertheless, the implications of this unearthly correlation extend far beyond the boundaries of 

conventional wisdom, injecting a dose of cosmic curiosity into the realm of empirical inquiry. As

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



we endeavor to unravel the mysteries of the cosmos and the intricacies of innovation, we invite 

fellow scholars and enthusiasts to join us in the exhilarating pursuit of understanding the 

enigmatic interplay between UFO sightings in North Dakota and patents granted in the United 

States—a pas de deux that transcends the bounds of the familiar and ventures into the uncharted, 

illuminating the cosmos with the glow of empirical discovery.

V. Discussion

Unearthing a correlation of such magnitude between UFO sightings in North Dakota and the 

granting of patents in the United States has left us exhilarated, if not a bit starry-eyed. Our 

findings align with the prior research that hinted at a concentration of UFO reports in the vicinity

of North Dakota, propelling us further into the cosmic conundrum. The unexpected yet robust 

correlation coefficient, akin to a celestial serendipity, supports the proposition that there might be

an otherworldly exchange of ideas fueling the inventive spirit.

While our statistical rigor and adherence to scientific methodological principles remain 

unwavering, we cannot help but marvel at the whimsical nature of our findings. As we traverse 

through the cosmic — or should we say, cosmicomic — landscape of correlations and 

coefficients, the irony is not lost on us. Indeed, it seems that our scholarly pursuits have taken on 

an almost 'out of this world' quality, as we navigate through the nebulous realm of extraterrestrial

hypotheses and earthly innovation.

Our results introduce an intriguing premise, one that echoes the speculative literature's tales of 

"The Alien Innovation" and "Close Encounters of the Patent Kind." The interweaving of 
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possibility and probability unfolds before us, akin to a cosmic comedy where the unexpected is 

paradoxically the anticipated, and where correlation may not imply causation, but certainly raises

the question of cosmic correlation.

As our scholarly compass points towards the uncharted, eternally reminding us that laughter is 

the best statistical medicine, we invite fellow enthusiasts to journey with us into the celestial 

conundrum of UFO sightings and patent peculiarities. For in the grand banquet of knowledge, 

there’s always room for cosmic humor and statistical mirth. After all, who knew that the key to 

unravelling the mysteries of the cosmos lay in our very own earthly patent documents!

VI. Conclusion

In unraveling the enigma of the nexus between UFO sightings in North Dakota and patents 

granted in the United States, our odyssey has been replete with surprises that rival the serendipity

of comet sightings. Our findings, with a correlation coefficient of 0.8887690 and a p-value less 

than 0.01, have illuminated a celestial waltz of statistical significance that could make even the 

most skeptical scientist raise an eyebrow.

While the lure of concocting grand narratives involving extraterrestrial innovation is appealing, 

we must pause to consider the cautionary tale of premature exoplanetary enthusiasm. It is 

imperative to embrace the rigorous mantra that correlation, no matter how extraterrestrial, does 

not imply causation, lest we find ourselves entangled in a cosmic web of tantalizing but 

fallacious conclusions.
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As we bid adieu to this celestial pas de deux of statistical sorcery, we must acknowledge that our 

research has voyaged to the far reaches of empirical curiosity and emerged with a treasure trove 

of statistical artifacts that may tempt the inclination towards grand intergalactic inferences. Alas, 

we find ourselves capitulating to the humbling reality that no more research is needed in this area

- at least not until we have tangible evidence of UFOs filing for patents. 

So, fellow scholars and cosmic enthusiasts, let us bid adieu to this celestial conundrum and turn 

our telescopes towards new frontiers of empirical exploration, where the unexpected may yet 

again, be the norm.

---

I hope that adds the scientific twist with a sprinkle of puns and goofy observations as per your 
request! If there's anything else you'd like me to include or adjust, feel free to let me know!
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