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ABSTRACT

Can't 'Breathe' in St. Louis: A Googly-eyed Look at Air Quality and
Desire to Emigrate to Canada

This research paper delves into the unexpected relationship between air quality in St.
Louis and the Google searches for "how to immigrate to Canada." Our unconventional
investigation  pokes fun  at  the serious topic  of  air  quality  by  examining  its  potential
impact on people's desire to escape to the land of maple syrup and moose. Through the
use of data from the Environmental Protection Agency and Google Trends, we unveil a
correlation coefficient of 0.8564845 and p < 0.01 for the years 2004 to 2023, showing a
surprising link between deteriorating air quality and the urge to head north. Our findings
add a breath of fresh air to the field by demonstrating that the heart longs for Canada
when the lungs protest in St. Louis.

Keywords:

air quality, St. Louis, immigrate to Canada, Google searches, correlation coefficient, p value, 
Environmental Protection Agency, Google Trends, air pollution, desire to emigrate, health 
impacts, respiratory health, environmental impact

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



I. Introduction

Introduction

The quest for a breath of fresh air has taken on a new dimension in the digital age. Conventional 

wisdom suggests that people seek to immigrate to Canada for its pristine landscapes, friendly 

residents, and of course, the irresistible allure of maple syrup. However, our research takes a 

comical turn as we explore the unexpected link between air quality in St. Louis and the Google 

searches for 'how to immigrate to Canada.' Yes, you read that right – we're about to unravel the 

air-ifying connection between smog in St. Louis and the surging interest in donning a toque and 

embracing the Canadian way of life.

While it might sound like a breathless attempt to infuse a serious topic with a dash of whimsy, 

our investigation delves into the musty depths of air quality data. We're not just blowing hot air; 

we're backed by the data from the Environmental Protection Agency, and we've combed through 

Google Trends to catch a glimpse of the online migration to the Great White North.

The air may be thick with skepticism, but our findings are nothing to sneeze at. We've discovered

a correlation coefficient of 0.8564845 and p < 0.01 for the years 2004 to 2023, demonstrating a 

surprisingly robust relationship between deteriorating air quality and the yearning to seek refuge 

in the land of poutine. It seems that when the air quality plummets, the search for the nearest Tim

Hortons intensifies.

So, saddle up your moose and grab a double-double, because we're about to embark on a journey

through the polluted skies of St. Louis and into the virtual realm of Google searches. It's a 

whimsical odyssey that proves truth is indeed stranger than fiction, and sometimes, the desire to 
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immigrate is more than just a puck in the rink. Let's don our researcher's toques and dive into the 

data to uncover the enigmatic dance between air quality and the magnetic pull of Canada. Eh?

II. Literature Review

Prior studies have elucidated the impact of air quality on human health and well-being. Smith et 

al. (2015) observed a direct relationship between air pollution and respiratory ailments, 

emphasizing the detrimental effects of particulate matter on pulmonary function. Meanwhile, 

Doe (2018) delved into the psychological repercussions of living in areas with poor air quality, 

highlighting increased stress levels and reduced quality of life. Jones' work (2020) also shed light

on the economic toll of air pollution, revealing staggering healthcare costs and productivity 

losses associated with airborne contaminants.

However, as we shift our gaze towards the unconventional topic at hand, our foray into the 

whimsical realm of air quality and the allure of Canada takes a turn for the unexpected. Rather 

than trudging through the standard literature on air pollution and its consequences, we find 

ourselves venturing into uncharted territory - a fusion of serious inquiry and comedic 

exploration.

In "Air-ifying Escapes: How Breathing Influences Immigration Trends," the authors whimsically

muse over the curious correlation between air quality in various U.S. cities and the Google 

searches for emigrating to Canada. The authors posit a tongue-in-cheek hypothesis that as the air 

quality worsens, the siren call of Canada becomes increasingly irresistible. Their findings set the 
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stage for our own comical investigation into the air-ifying desire to bid adieu to the St. Louis 

smog in favor of the fresh northern air.

Drawing from the realm of non-fiction, works such as "Breathe Easy: The Science of Clean Air" 

and "Immigrating North: A Comprehensive Guide to Canada" provide a more serious lens to the 

subjects of air quality and immigration. However, our quest for knowledge extends beyond the 

confines of traditional academia.

In the realm of fiction, novels such as "The Great Migration" and "A Breath of Fresh Maple: A 

Canadian Escape Tale" whimsically weave tales of individuals seeking refuge in Canada, adding 

a touch of literary flair to our investigation. 

Furthermore, our exploration extends into the world of cinema, with movies like "Up in the 

Smog" and "The Great Canadian Escape" offering fantastical interpretations of the desire to seek 

a Canadian haven amidst environmental challenges.

Thus, our review of the literature introduces a divergent approach to the nexus of air quality in 

St. Louis and the Google searches for 'how to immigrate to Canada,' setting the stage for our 

whimsical journey into the heart of this enigmatic connection.

III. Methodology

Sure, let's get down to business with the methodology behind this zany yet thought-provoking 

investigation.

Data Collection

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



To unravel the perplexing link between air quality in St. Louis and the Google searches for "how 

to immigrate to Canada," we embarked on a journey through the labyrinth of the digital realm. 

Our first port of call was the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) treasure trove of air 

quality data. We meticulously sifted through a cornucopia of air quality indices, pollutant 

concentrations, and historical trends to capture the ebb and flow of St. Louis' atmospheric woes.

Having donned our virtual detective hats, we ventured into the boundless expanse of Google 

Trends, where the zeitgeist of the populace unfolds in search queries. Our eyes were peeled for 

any suspicious surges in searches pertaining to emigrating to the vast, polite land north of the 

border.

Data Analysis

Armed with a bounty of data from 2004 to 2023, we wrangled with statistical analysis fit for a 

rib-tickling adventure. We sashayed with correlation coefficients and tangos with p-values to 

discern the strength and significance of the relationship between these seemingly disparate 

variables.

We employed advanced time series analysis methods, dancing through the data with the finesse 

of a figure skating routine, to capture the nuanced fluctuations in air quality and the 

corresponding fluctuations in aspirations to adopt a Canadian lifestyle.

Given the unconventional nature of our inquiry, we rejected the notion of a conventional linear 

regression model. Instead, we opted for an outlandish yet effective approach that reflects the 

whimsical nature of our investigation. We named it the "Moose Antlers Method," which involves

twisting and turning the data until it resembles the majestic antlers of a Canadian moose. If the 
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data failed to assume a convincing moose antler shape, we solemnly moved on to other statistical

creatures, including the elusive maple leaf and the enigmatic beaver dam.

This colorful data analysis approach was buttressed by robust software tools including R, 

Python, and a dash of good old Canadian maple syrup for luck. 

Limitations

Amidst the revelry of our outlandish methodology, we acknowledge the limitations of our 

research. While our findings present a compelling narrative, causality remains as elusive as the 

fabled Sasquatch prowling through the misty Canadian forests. Our results are subject to the 

quirks of search engine behavior and the capricious winds of public sentiment.

Furthermore, our study is confined to the idyllic yet beleaguered city of St. Louis, and we cannot 

extrapolate our findings to other locales, no matter how appealing a Mountie-led migration may 

seem.

In conclusion, our methodology, like the inimitable charm of the Canadian spirit, exudes a 

distinct blend of rigor and whimsy, proving that even in the serious world of academic inquiry, 

there's room for a touch of maple-flavored merriment.

IV. Results

The analysis of the data revealed a surprisingly strong positive correlation between air quality in 

St. Louis and the frequency of Google searches for "how to immigrate to Canada." The 

correlation coefficient of 0.8564845 and r-squared of 0.7335657 indicate a robust relationship 
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between the two variables for the period from 2004 to 2023. This suggests that as air quality 

declines in St. Louis, the curiosity about emigrating to Canada intensifies, perhaps fueled by a 

desire for fresher air and the promise of endless landscapes.

Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01 underscores the statistical significance of this 

correlation, confirming that the observed relationship is unlikely to be due to random chance. It 

appears that when the air quality takes a nosedive, the search for avenues to relocate to Canada 

skyrockets, hinting at the potential impact of environmental factors on individuals' migration 

aspirations.

The scatterplot (Fig. 1) illustrates the strong positive linear relationship between air quality and 

Google searches for emigration to Canada. Each data point on the plot signifies a specific time 

period within the observed years, clearly demonstrating the upward trend in the frequency of 

Google searches as air quality deteriorates.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These findings shed a humorous yet compelling light on the influence of air quality on 

individuals' propensities to entertain thoughts of migrating to Canada. While the serious 
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implications of air pollution cannot be overstated, our research adds a touch of whimsy by 

showcasing how the longing for Canada's fresh air and open spaces becomes increasingly 

palpable as the air quality in St. Louis declines. This unexpected association emphasizes the 

interconnectedness of environmental factors and human behavior, proving that sometimes, the 

lure of the Great White North transcends mere curiosity and becomes a search for a lungful of 

relief.

V. Discussion

In the words of the modern philosopher Celine Dion, "Near, far, with poor air, I'll search for 

Canada." Our investigation into the connection between air quality in St. Louis and the surge in 

Google searches for "how to immigrate to Canada" has unearthed a correlation that is anything 

but stale. 

Our findings not only align with existing research but also elevate the importance of 

acknowledging the whimsical interplay between air quality and the allure of Canada. It appears 

that the longing for the beauty of the Great White North becomes increasingly profound as St. 

Louis air quality takes a turn for the worse. This unusual correlation adds a breath of fresh air to 

the literature, affirming the comically unexpected link between environmental factors and 

migration musings.

Now, let's make some serious fun of it. Remember the whimsical musings of "Air-ifying 

Escapes: How Breathing Influences Immigration Trends"? The air truly does have an 

'emigratory' effect! Our robust correlation coefficient and statistical significance dance in tandem
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with the musings of this whimsical work, demonstrating a clear parallel between deteriorating air

quality and the pull towards Canadian shores. As it turns out, when the air quality dips, the itch 

to pack one's bags and bid adieu to the smog in favor of Canada's fresh northern air intensifies.

In the realm of fiction, novels like "A Breath of Fresh Maple: A Canadian Escape Tale" might not

be as far-fetched as they seem. As the p-value dips to less than 0.01, our findings breathe life into

the whimsical reveries of those seeking refuge in Canadian havens amidst environmental 

challenges. The siren call of Canada becomes increasingly irresistible, perhaps fueled by a desire

for fresher air and the promise of endless landscapes.

While our inquiry represents a lighthearted departure from conventional academia, it underscores

the weighty connection between air quality and human aspirations. Thus, our research adds a 

touch of whimsy to the serious implications of air pollution, demonstrating that sometimes, the 

lure of the Great White North transcends mere curiosity and becomes a search for a lungful of 

relief. Our investigation stands as a testament to the unexpected influence of air quality on 

individuals' propensities to entertain thoughts of migrating to Canada.

In the words of the poet Drake, "Just hold on, we're breathing." It seems our findings bring a 

breath of fresh air to the discourse on environmental factors and migration aspirations. While this

correlation may raise an eyebrow or two, it emphasizes the undeniable interconnectedness of 

seemingly disparate elements, proving that sometimes, the path to Canada unfolds amidst a cloud

of smog in St. Louis.

VI. Conclusion
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In conclusion, our study uncovers a breath of fresh air in the realm of air quality research, 

demonstrating a quirky yet compelling link between air pollution in St. Louis and the yearning to

migrate to Canada. The robust positive correlation between diminished air quality and increased 

Google searches for emigration to the land of poutine and politeness provides a whimsical 

insight into the unanticipated connection between environmental factors and migration 

aspirations.

These findings not only offer a comical twist to the seemingly serious topic of air quality but also

highlight the lighthearted human response to environmental challenges. As the air quality in St. 

Louis turns grim, the virtual migration to Canada surges, painting a picture of individuals 

seeking refuge in the fresh, pine-scented air of the Great White North.

The results of our study may prompt a chuckle or two, but they also emphasize the impact of 

environmental conditions on the human desire for a change of scenery. From the hazy skies of St.

Louis to the digital landscapes of Google searches, the quest for cleaner air and greener pastures 

unfolds in a quirky dance of migration curiosity.

In the spirit of academic rigor and a good laugh, we assert that our findings highlight the need for

a good sense of humor in the face of environmental challenges. As the old adage goes, when the 

air gets stuffy, the search for a cozy igloo becomes irresistible.

With this, we confidently declare that further research in this hilariously captivating area is 

unnecessary. After all, sometimes, the most unexpected connections are the ones that leave us 

gasping for air – either from laughter or the need for fresher pastures.
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