
Cheesy Behavior: Investigating the Curd Connection between Cottage
Cheese Consumption and Motor Vehicle Thefts in Wisconsin

Christopher Henderson, Ava Terry, Grace P Tucker

Abstract

Gouda news, everyone! In this paper, we delve into the
fascinating world of dairy consumption and crime in the
land of cheeseheads. Utilizing data from the USDA and
FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, we set out to
answer  the  burning  question  –  is  there  a  whey-ward
correlation  between  the  consumption  of  cottage  cheese
and the incidence of motor vehicle thefts in Wisconsin?
After  crunching  the  numbers  and  sprinkling  a  dash  of
statistical  magic,  our  research  team  uncovered  a
remarkable correlation coefficient of 0.8101951 with a p-
value of less than 0.01, spanning the years 1990 to 2021.
Could  it  be  that  the  love  for  cottage  cheese  has  been
driving some individuals to commit cheddarly deeds? Join
us  as  we  embark  on  a  journey  through  the  curdled
corridors  of  correlation,  separating  the  curds  from  the
whey in this udderly intriguing study.

1. Introduction

Ah,  Wisconsin  –  the  land  of  cheese,  cows,  and
surprisingly, motor vehicle thefts. It's a place where
the aroma of cheese curds mingles with the sound of
car alarms going off. In a state known for its dairy
products  and  Green Bay  Packers'  fans,  one  might
wonder if there's a link between the consumption of
cottage cheese and the frequency of motor vehicle
thefts. Could it be possible that someone is driving
away with more than just a block of cheddar?

As researchers, we often find ourselves drawn to the
most unusual and seemingly unrelated topics. After
all,  who  wouldn't  want  to  explore  the  intriguing,
albeit  bizarre,  intersection  of  dairy  delights  and
felonious  behavior?  In  this  study,  we  aim  to
investigate  this  "curd"  connection  and  explore
whether there's more to the love for cottage cheese
than meets the eye or rather, the palate.

In  the  following  pages,  we  will  unpack  the  data,
scrutinize the statistics, and, with a splash of humor,
present  our  findings  on  the  eyebrow-raising
correlation between cottage cheese consumption and
motor  vehicle  thefts  in  Wisconsin.  So  buckle  up,
hold on to your cheese hats, and let's embark on this
dairy-driven journey through the uncanny world of
correlation and crime. After all, in Wisconsin, it's not
just the cheese that's sharp!

2. Literature Review
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The  question  of  whether  there  exists  a  savory
correlation between cottage cheese consumption and
motor  vehicle  thefts  in  Wisconsin  has  piqued  the
interest of researchers and enthusiasts alike. Smith et
al.  (2015)  examined  the  impact  of  dairy  product
intake on criminal behavior, with a particular focus
on  the  consumption  of  cheese-related  products.
Their  study  provided  initial  insights  into  the
potential  influence  of  cheese  consumption  on
criminal inclinations, albeit  not specifically honing
in on cottage cheese.

In "The Big Cheese:  A Closer  Look at  Dairy and
Delinquency" by Doe (2008), an exploration of the
links  between  dairy  consumption  and  criminal
activities was undertaken, shedding light on a broad
spectrum  of  cheeses  but  failing  to  delve  into  the
peculiar  nuances  of  cottage  cheese  consumption.
However,  this  work  served  as  a  foundation  for
shifting  attention  towards  examining  the  granular
details of curd-related edibles and their involvement
in illicit activities.

Jones  et  al.  (2012)  surveyed the  dietary  habits  of
individuals  implicated  in  auto  theft  incidents  in
Wisconsin.  While  their  study  presented  intriguing
patterns regarding dairy intake, it regretfully lacked
a specific analysis of cottage cheese, leaving a void
that  this  current  research  aims  to  fill  -  or  rather,
curdle.

Venturing outside the traditional academic literature,
non-fiction  works  such  as  "The  Cheese  Lover's
Companion:  The  Ultimate  A-to-Z  Cheese  Guide
with  More  Than  1,000  Listings  for  Cheeses  and
Cheese-Related  Terms"  provided  insight  into  the
wide  array  of  cheese  types,  stimulating
contemplation  on  the  potential  distinctiveness  of
cottage cheese in relation to  criminal  propensities.
Similarly,  "Cheese:  A  Global  History"  by  Smith
(2019) hinted at the varied cultural and behavioral
implications  of  cheese  consumption,  prompting  a
metaphorical whirlwind of cheesy criminal theories.

On  the  fiction  side,  books  such  as  "The  Curious
Incident of the Cottage Cheese in the Night-Time"
and  "The  Great  Gatsby:  Gouda  &  Gambling"
transported  readers  into  a  world  where  cottage
cheese  and crime mix  in  unexpected and,  frankly,
ludicrous  ways.  The  blending  of  whimsical
narratives  with  cheese-inspired  criminal  intrigue

opened  up  avenues  of  thought  that,  while  not
academic  in  nature,  certainly  added  a  lighthearted
dimension to our contemplation of the cheese-theft
relationship.

Turning to popular culture, episodes of "SpongeBob
SquarePants" featuring Plankton's elaborate schemes
and the captivating allure of Krabby Patties injected
an  element  of  whimsy  into  the  exploration  of
criminal motivations and food fetishes. The parallels
drawn between the cunning manipulation of  chum
by  Plankton  and  potential  cottage  cheese-related
misdemeanors served as a delightful departure from
the rigidity of scholarly examination, bringing levity
to an otherwise weighty topic.

With a  lighthearted spirit,  we have telescoped our
gaze  upon  a  constellation  of  literature,  both
scholarly and imaginative, in pursuit  of untangling
the curd-conjuring quandary that has churned in the
depths of dairy discourse.

3. Methodology

To crack open the case of the mysterious correlation
between  cottage  cheese  consumption  and  motor
vehicle  thefts  in  Wisconsin,  our  research  team
employed  a  mixture  of  statistical  analysis,  data
wrangling, and a sprinkle of cheesy humor. First, we
gathered data on cottage cheese consumption from
the USDA, delving into the per capita consumption
figures spanning from 1990 to 2021. We wanted to
ensure that no curd was left  unturned,  so our data
collection process involved scouring through dairy
reports,  dairy  industry  publications,  and  even
curiously  whimsical  cheese  enthusiast  forums  for
any nuggets of information.

Next,  turning  our  attention  to  the  motor  vehicle
thefts,  we  acquired  data  from  the  FBI  Criminal
Justice Information Services, examining the reported
incidents  in  the  cheese-loving  state  over  the  same
time  period.  We  couldn't  help  but  chuckle  at  the
thought  of  detectives  investigating  cases  of  stolen
cars while munching on cheese curds; it's a gouda
thing our research didn't take place at midnight, or
we  might  have  been  tempted  to  embark  on  a
vigilante mission to stop these cringe-worthy dairy-
related crimes!
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After the data gathering escapades, we embraced the
delightful  challenge  of  data  analysis.  Armed  with
our  trusty  statistical  software,  we  performed  a
myriad of analyses, from simple correlations to more
complex  time  series  modeling.  Our  goal  was  to
scrutinize  the  numbers  with  the  same  level  of
meticulousness  one  might  apply  to  creating  the
perfect  cheese  platter  –  a  fine  balance  of  flavors,
textures, and statistical significance.

To  ensure  the  robustness  of  our  findings,  we
performed  sensitivity  analyses,  rigorously  testing
different  statistical  models  and  adjusting  for
potential confounding variables. We wanted to be as
thorough as a dairy farmer checking each cow for
the quality of its  milk – although in our case,  we
were milking the data for all the correlations it had
to offer, rather than lactose.

Ultimately,  the  culmination  of  our  methodological
escapades  led  us  to  uncover  a  remarkably  high
correlation  coefficient,  prompting  a  collective
raising of eyebrows among our research team. Our
findings were as surprising as finding a cheese grater
in  a  car  thief's  toolkit,  but  with  more  scientific
significance and less criminal intent.

In the end, armed with our data, statistical prowess,
and a sense of whimsy, we emerged with a gouda
understanding  of  the  intertwining  relationship
between  cottage  cheese  consumption  and  motor
vehicle  thefts  in  Wisconsin.  And  just  like  a  good
cheese platter, our findings were ripe, complex, and
left a lingering aftertaste of curiosity.

4. Results

  After  analyzing the data  with the  precision of  a
lactose-intolerant  person  checking  labels,  our
research team found a striking correlation coefficient
of  0.8101951 between the consumption of  cottage
cheese and the occurrence of motor vehicle thefts in
Wisconsin. It seems that the love for curdled dairy
may  be  driving  more  than  just  a  craving  for  a
creamy snack.

  The  correlation  reached  an  r-squared  value  of
0.6564161,  which  indicates  that  a  considerable
proportion of the variability in motor vehicle thefts
can  be  explained  by  variations  in  cottage  cheese
consumption. With a p-value of less than 0.01, our

findings  serve  as  a  Wisconsin-sized  wheel  of
evidence supporting the notion that there's more at
play in the world of dairy products than we might
have initially thought.

  A picture is worth a thousand words – or in this
case,  perhaps  a  thousand  slices  of  cheese.  Fig.  1
displays  a  scatterplot,  revealing  a  visually  evident
connection between cottage cheese consumption and
motor vehicle thefts in Wisconsin. It's not every day
that one gets to see a graph that resembles a game of
connect-the-dots between curds and cars!

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In conclusion,  it  appears  that  there's  a  'whey'ward
correlation  between  the  consumption  of  cottage
cheese and the incidence of motor vehicle thefts in
the  land  of  cheeseheads.  Our  findings  raise
intriguing,  albeit  humorous,  questions  about  the
potential  impact  of  dairy  delights  on  criminal
behavior. So, with this odd connection in mind, it's
safe to say that when it comes to crime in Wisconsin,
the  guilty  party  might  just  be  found  in  the  dairy
aisle.

5. Discussion

Cheese and crimes, a pairing we never thought we'd
investigate! Our findings have added a sprinkle of
zing  to  the  growing  body  of  cheesily  serious
research on the correlation between dairy products
and criminal inclinations. Smith et al.'s (2015) initial
foray  into  the  impact  of  dairy  product  intake  on
criminal behavior, while not specifically honing in
on  cottage  cheese,  certainly  set  the  stage  for  our
curd-centric  exploration.  We followed up on these
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insights and found a whey-ward correlation between
cottage cheese consumption and motor vehicle thefts
in Wisconsin.

While Doe (2008) and Jones et al. (2012) partially
touched  upon  the  broader  influence  of  cheese
consumption on criminal activities, their neglect of
the peculiar nuances of cottage cheese consumption
left us feeling like a slice of Swiss cheese - full of
holes! Our data have now filled in those gaps and
shown that our cheesy hypotheses were not just a pie
in the sky.

The lighthearted literature review leads us to ponder
the  unexpected  twists  and  turns  our  research  has
taken.  From  "The  Great  Gatsby:  Gouda  &
Gambling" to "The Curious Incident of the Cottage
Cheese in  the  Night-Time,"  we've seen cheese-led
capers  play  out  in  fictional  worlds.  Our  findings
contributed  an  unexpected  twist  of  their  own,
proving that 'cheesy' criminal behavior may not be
as far-fetched as these titles suggest.

Our results not only affirmed the earlier findings but
also  added  a  layer  of  depth  to  the  relationship
between dairy consumption and criminal activities.
As we teased apart the data like unraveling a ball of
mozzarella,  the  significant  correlation  coefficient
and r-squared value convincingly demonstrated that
there's more at stake in the dairy aisle than meets the
eye.  It's  plain  to  see,  plain  as  cottage  cheese  –
sometimes the truth is stranger than fiction!

In  the  end,  our  findings  are  a  testament  to  the
unforeseen  connections  that  can  emerge  when  we
delve  into  the  curdled  corners  of  academia.  So,
while others may focus on the seriousness of crime
and  its  root  causes,  let's  not  forget  to  'brie'
lighthearted  and  'whey'sy  in  our  pursuit  of
knowledge. After all, the criminal underbelly of the
dairy aisle  may just  be  the next  big 'whey'  of  the
future!

6. Conclusion

In the words of the esteemed Sir Mix-a-Lot, "I like
big  curds  and  I  cannot  lie."  Our  research  has
uncovered  a  dairy  tale  of  cottage  cheese
consumption and motor vehicle thefts in Wisconsin.
The correlation coefficient of 0.8101951 has left us
'grater'ly surprised, and with an r-squared value of

0.6564161, we can confidently say that there's more
than just 'moo-tive' at play here.

The  scatterplot  tells  a  story  that  even  the  most
'Caerphilly' skeptic would find hard to dismiss. It's a
'Gouda' day when you see data points aligning like
they've just  met  on a  cheese platter.  But  all  jokes
aside, our findings suggest that there's a whey-ward
correlation  worth  exploring  –  who  knew  that  the
love for cottage cheese could drive someone to take
a joyride in a stolen car?

While  we've  had  a  'gouda'  time  unraveling  this
cheesy mystery, we're 'cutting the cheese' on further
investigation  in  this  area.  It  seems  that  the
connection  between  cottage  cheese  and  motor
vehicle thefts is as solid as a well-aged cheddar. So,
let's put an 'end-dairy' to this topic and move on to
less 'cheddarrible' research paths. As for Wisconsin,
the next time you're shopping for dairy,  remember
that  the  only  thing  that  should  be  stolen  is  your
heart, not your car!

In the end,  as we 'wheyve'  our fondue farewell  to
this study, we can confidently say that the curds have
spoken  –  no  more  research  is  needed  in  this
'cheesetastic' realm.
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