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THE MASON MYSTIQUE: UNRAVELING UFOS AND
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This study takes a whimsical yet rigorous look at the correlation between the burgeoning popularity 
of the first name "Mason" and UFO sightings in the state of Iowa. Leveraging data from the US 
Social Security Administration and the National UFO Reporting Center, our research team embarked
on a cosmic journey to shed light on this peculiar connection. In the spirit of exploring celestial 
mysteries, we aimed to illuminate whether the spike in the name "Mason" was associated with a 
surge in unexplained aerial phenomena in the Hawkeye State. Our findings unveiled a remarkable 
correlation coefficient of 0.9086814 and a p-value of less than 0.01 for the years spanning 1975 to 
2021. This indicates a strong statistical relationship between the ascent of the name "Mason" and the
incidence of UFO sightings in Iowa. The data provided compelling evidence of a synchronous rise in 
both phenomena, prompting jestful speculation about whether extraterrestrial beings are drawn to 
individuals with this particular moniker. It seems that not only are Masons skilled in bricklaying, but 
they may also have an otherworldly allure. These revelations have undoubtedly added an unexpected
twist to the ongoing discourse about UFO encounters, offering a cosmic puzzle worthy of further 
investigation. As we navigate the celestial and the terrestrial realms, this study embodies the 
collision of statistical inquiry and whimsical intrigue, proving that even in the realm of academia, 
there's always room for a bit of cosmic comedy.

The enigmatic allure of UFO sightings has
captivated  the  public  imagination  for
decades, prompting both serious scientific
inquiry and whimsical speculation. In the
realm of statistical analysis, investigating
the  potential  correlates  of  such
unexplained  phenomena  presents  a
unique  challenge,  and  perhaps  an
opportunity  for  a  few  extraterrestrial
puns.  As  we  embark  on  this  celestial
escapade,  it's  worth  noting  that  the
cosmic  stage  has  become  increasingly
populated  with  unorthodox  characters,
including  the  enigmatic  rise  in  the  first
name  "Mason."  One  might  say  we're
"building"  quite  the  case  for  an
otherworldly connection here.

The link between UFO sightings and the
popularity  of  the  name  "Mason"  in  the
state  of  Iowa  piques  curiosity  and

beckons  for  a  lighthearted  exploration.
After all, if a "Mason" can lay bricks, can
they  also  lay  claim  to  attracting
unidentified  flying  objects?  While  the
landscape  of  statistical  research  may
seem  buoyant  and  uncharted,  it  is
essential to approach this oddity with the
rigor and skepticism it deserves - despite
the tempting puns at our disposal.

In  our  study,  we  sought  to  dissect  the
statistical  relationship  between  the
escalating frequency of the name "Mason"
and the occurrence of  UFO sightings in
Iowa.  Our analytical  journey delved into
data  from  the  US  Social  Security
Administration  and  the  National  UFO
Reporting  Center,  guiding  us  through  a
cosmic  odyssey  to  unravel  this  peculiar
and, dare we say, extraterrestrial mystery.
Our  aim  was  to  discover  whether  the

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



cosmic convergence of these phenomena
reveals  a  statistical  bond  or  merely  an
intergalactic jest. 

As we delve into the interstellar realms of
statistics,  this  study  undertakes  a  jovial
yet  robust  investigation  into  the
synchronous ascent of the name "Mason"
and the reported UFO sightings in Iowa.
We are eager to untangle the cosmic yarn
and  determine  whether  these  celestial
encounters are truly drawn to the earthly
calling  of  individuals  bearing  this
particular  moniker.  This  research
represents a cosmic collision of statistical
scrutiny  and  whimsical  intrigue,
mirroring the dual  nature of  the cosmic
and the comic, and proving that even in
the  academic  ether,  a  dash  of  cosmic
comedy is never out of place.

Stay tuned as we analyze the data - it may
turn  out  that  the  cosmic  "Mason"  has
interstellar appeal or perhaps a penchant
for  intergalactic  "masonry"  that  defies
statistical  logic.  The findings promise to
be out of this world - pun intended!

LITERATURE REVIEW

The investigation of celestial phenomena
and their potential correlates with earthly
quirks has inspired a peculiar assortment
of  studies,  ranging  from  the  rigorously
scientific to the fancifully speculative. In
"Smith  et  al.'s  study,"  an  earnest
examination  of  UFO  sightings  in  the
Midwest  collided  with  socio-cultural
trends,  laying  the  groundwork  for  the
cosmic  caper  at  hand.  Doe's
comprehensive analysis of naming trends
in  the  United  States  shed  light  on  the
intriguing  ascent  of  the  first  name
"Mason"  over  the  past  few  decades,
raising eyebrows and perhaps prompting
a cosmic chuckle or two.

Turning  our  gaze  toward  literature  that
explores  quirky  confluences  and  cosmic
curiosities,  "Unexplained  Mysteries  of
Iowa" by Jones delves into the enigmatic
encounters in the Hawkeye State, offering
a wealth of anecdotes that, much like our

research,  blend  the  terrestrial  with  the
extraterrestrial. On the less serious side,
the  fictional  works  of  "UFOs  Over  Des
Moines" and "Mysteries of Mason Manor"
may  not  directly  address  our  statistical
inquiry,  but  they  certainly  captivate  the
imagination  with  their  whimsical  blends
of  celestial  phenomena  and  earthly
quirks.

In  a  departure  from  conventional
academic sources,  it is worth noting the
unorthodox yet enlightening approach we
employed  in  this  literature  review.  In
addition  to  standard  scholarly
publications,  our  team  pored  over  the
enigmatic musings found on the backs of
various  shampoo  bottles,  which,
surprisingly,  provided  a  smattering  of
pseudoscientific  whispers  about  cosmic
alignments and the irresistible magnetism
of the name "Mason." While these sources
may not withstand rigorous scrutiny, they
certainly added a dash of cosmic humor to
our  investigation,  reinforcing  the  notion
that  even  in  the  realm  of  statistical
inquiry, a bit of celestial levity never hurt
anyone.

As we navigate the cosmic currents and
unravel the whimsical waltz of statistical
inference and celestial whimsy, our foray
into the Mason mystique and its potential
link to UFO sightings in Iowa stands as a
testament  to  the  enduring  interplay
between the cosmic and the comic. In the
spirit of exuberant inquiry, it seems that
our  investigation  has  steered  into
uncharted  celestial  waters,  where
statistical  absurdity  encounters  cosmic
caprice - a collision that promises to yield
an abundance of unexpected delights, and
perhaps a few dad jokes along the way.

METHODOLOGY

To rigorously investigate the celestial and
terrestrial  confluence  of  the  name
"Mason" and UFO sightings in Iowa, we
employed a methodological approach that
blended statistical  analysis  with a touch
of  cosmic  curiosity.  Our  data  sources
primarily  comprised  the  US  Social
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Security Administration and the National
UFO  Reporting  Center,  reflecting  an
eclectic  blend  of  earthly  monikers  and
extraterrestrial encounters.

To begin, we conducted a comprehensive
retrieval  of  data  pertaining  to  the
frequency of the name "Mason" in Iowa,
spanning  the  years  from 1975  to  2021.
With  the  planetary  precision  of  a  UFO
tracking  system,  we  meticulously
extracted the public records of individuals
bestowed with this particular appellation
from  the  US  Social  Security
Administration's  dataset,  ensuring  a
robust  representation  of  this  moniker's
popularity within the state.

With  a  wink  to  the  cosmos,  we  then
juxtaposed  this  information  with  reports
of  UFO sightings in  Iowa,  sourced from
the  archives  of  the  National  UFO
Reporting Center. As we embarked on this
statistical  odyssey,  we  navigated  a
constellation  of  datasets,  cross-
referencing an earthly phenomenon with
intergalactic anomalies in a manner that
might prompt even the most skeptical of
astronomers to crack a smile.

 "What do you call a UFO enthusiast who
takes measurements?  An extraterrestrial
surveyor."

The  interplay  between  these  datasets
necessitated  an  astronomical  level  of
precision,  establishing  a  temporal
alignment  and  ensuring  that  the
statistical analyses reflected a consistent
relationship  across  the  years  under
scrutiny.  With  the  diligence  of  cosmic
cartographers, we meticulously organized
and processed the data to prepare for the
quantitative  exploration  of  the  Mason-
UFO nexus.

Employing a rigorous statistical analysis,
we calculated correlation coefficients and
p-values  to  discern  the  degree  of
association  between  the  ascent  of  the
name "Mason" and the reported instances
of  UFO sightings in Iowa.  We leveraged
these  analyses  to  illuminate  any
gravitational  pull  between  these
seemingly  disparate  phenomena,

cognizant  of  the  potential  for  statistical
serendipity amidst the cosmic complexity
of our inquiry.

 "Why did the statistical analyst bring a
ladder to the UFO sighting? To reach the
p-value in the stars."

In essence, our methodology presented a
cosmic dance between statistical  inquiry
and celestial whimsy, affirming that even
amid the rigors of  academia,  a touch of
cosmic comedy can serve as intellectual
warp  drive.  With  this  approach,  we
endeavored to honor the humorous charm
of our unconventional investigation while
upholding  the  unyielding  principles  of
statistical scrutiny, paving the way for an
unmistakably  cosmic  and  statistically
rigorous analysis.

RESULTS

The results of  our investigation into the
correlation between the popularity of the
first name "Mason" and UFO sightings in
Iowa  from  1975  to  2021  revealed  a
remarkably high correlation coefficient of
0.9086814.  This  coefficient  indicates  a
very strong positive relationship between
the  two  variables,  surpassing  the
expectations  even  of  the  most  avid
conspiracy theorists.  One might say that
the  extraterrestrials  have  really  taken a
"shine" to the name "Mason".

Furthermore,  the  R-squared  value  of
0.8257018  signifies  that  approximately
82.57% of the variability in UFO sightings
in  Iowa  can  be  explained  by  the
popularity  of  the  name  "Mason."  It
appears  that  when it  comes  to  celestial
encounters,  the  name  "Mason"  carries
more  weight  than  just  the  kilograms  of
bricks they might handle. The p-value of
less than 0.01 reinforces the significance
of  this  relationship,  indicating  that  the
observed correlation is  not  a product of
mere cosmic chance.

Our analysis culminated in the creation of
a  scatterplot  (see  Fig.  1)  that  vividly
portrays  the  robust  positive  relationship
between  the  escalation  of  the  name

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



"Mason"  and  the  incidence  of  UFO
sightings in Iowa. The scatterplot serves
as  a  visual  testament  to  the  statistical
bond  that  defies  earthly  explanation,
leaving researchers and enthusiasts alike
to ponder the cosmic forces at play.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The implications of these findings are as
intriguing  as  they  are  enigmatic.  The
correlation  between  the  surge  in  the
name  "Mason"  and  the  heightened
frequency of UFO sightings in Iowa opens
the  door  to  whimsical  yet  thought-
provoking  discussions  about  the  cosmic
appeal  of  this  particular  name.  Perhaps
the extraterrestrials aren't just looking to
make crop circles; maybe they've also set
their sights on a few "Masonic" circles.

In conclusion, our research has unearthed
a  statistically  significant  relationship
between the popularity of the first name
"Mason"  and  the  incidence  of  UFO
sightings in Iowa, leaving us to marvel at
the cosmic conundrum and consider  the
otherworldly  magnetism  of  this
inexplicable  connection.  This  study
challenges  conventional  statistical
wisdom  and  embraces  the  unexpected
cosmic zing, proving that in the world of
statistical inquiry, there's always room for
a galactic giggle.

DISCUSSION

The astronomically intriguing findings of
our  study  have  unearthed  a  statistically

significant  correlation  between  the
spiking  popularity  of  the  name "Mason"
and  the  increased  frequency  of  UFO
sightings  in  Iowa.  Our  results  not  only
affirm the prior research of Smith et al.
and Doe but also transcend the terrestrial
realm, hinting at a celestial affinity for the
moniker. It seems that the celestial beings
up there have a soft spot for individuals
named  "Mason"  down  here,  prompting
one  to  wonder  if  the  extraterrestrial
community  has  its  own  "name  of  the
decade."

Our  cosmic  examination  supports  the
notion that anomalous aerial phenomena
have an unexpected affinity for the name
"Mason." This singular revelation not only
challenges  conventional  statistical
wisdom but also ushers in a new chapter
of cosmic humor, where the inexplicable
correlation between earthly nomenclature
and extraterrestrial encounters leaves us
musing over celestial jests. One can't help
but hope that the extraterrestrial beings
are  using  their  otherworldly  sense  of
humor to name their UFO models,  as in
"Mason's Millennium Cruiser."

The  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9086814 and the associated p-value of
less  than  0.01  emphasize  the  striking
statistical relationship between the ascent
of  the  name  "Mason"  and  the  surge  in
UFO  sightings.  This  correlation,  though
surprising,  aligns  with  the  findings  of
Jones’  work,  which  delved  into  the
enigmatic  encounters  in  Iowa.  It  seems
Iowa  has  become  a  hotbed  of  both
unexplained  phenomena  and unorthodox
baby names,  making it  a  focal  point  for
statistical abstraction and cosmic caprice.

Furthermore,  the  scatterplot  vividly
portrays the celestial dance between the
popularity of "Mason" and the occurrence
of  UFO  sightings,  underscoring  the
statistical  bond  that  leaves  enthusiasts
and  researchers  alike  pondering  cosmic
forces at play. It's clear that there's more
to the name "Mason" than meets the eye,
with  its  celestial  allure  transcending
statistical  rationality.  One can't  help but
wonder if the celestial beings are hosting
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their  very  own  "Mason  Convention"  up
there,  preparing  to  bestow  intergalactic
accolades  for  individuals  bearing  this
seemingly magnetizing name.

In conclusion, our study has shattered the
boundaries  of  conventional  statistical
inquiry  and  unearthed  a  cosmic
connection  that  tantalizes  the
imagination. Our findings echo across the
universe,  prompting  a  chuckle  in  the
cosmic  chasm  and  propelling  us  into
uncharted  celestial  waters  where
statistical  absurdity  encounters  cosmic
caprice. The inquisitive reader is left with
the stark realization that, in the realm of
academia, there’s always room for a bit of
cosmic comedy. One might say that with
these revelations, we've truly "unearthed"
the  cosmic  mystery  of  Mason  and  the
UFOs.

CONCLUSION

  

In  sum,  our  investigation  into  the
correlation  between  the  burgeoning
popularity of the first name "Mason" and
UFO sightings  in  Iowa has  led  to  some
extraterrestrial  revelations.  The
remarkably high correlation coefficient of
0.9086814 and a p-value of less than 0.01
have  left  us  astounded,  almost  as
astounded  as  a  deer  in  headlights  –  or
should I say a UFO beam? 

These findings suggest that there is more
to the name "Mason" than meets the eye,
or perhaps, more than meets the celestial
lens. It seems that the universe may have
a soft spot for these appellations, creating
a  cosmic  "Mason"-ic  bond  that  defies
statistical  explanation and embraces the
enigmatic  allure  of  the  unknown,  not
unlike an Area 51 enthusiast chasing after
cryptic rumors.

Our  study  has  certainly  added  an
unexpected twist to the ongoing discourse
about  UFO  phenomena,  proving  that
statistical inquiry can be both illuminating
and  entertaining.  However,  while  our

findings  are  as  intriguing  as  a  close
encounter of the third kind, it is clear that
no further research is needed in this area.
The evidence is as clear as the night sky -
the "Mason" mystery and its connection to
UFO sightings in Iowa has been revealed.
It's  time to let  this otherworldly enigma
float off into the ether.
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