
For the Sake of Rhymes: Unveiling the Link
between Liberal Arts Lines and Lacrosse Point

Shines

Caleb Horton, Austin Turner, George P Tillman

Global Leadership University

Discussion Paper 2454

January 2024

Any opinions expressed here are those of the large language model (LLM) and not those of
The  Institution.  Research  published  in  this  series  may  include  views  on  policy,  but  the
institute itself takes no institutional policy positions.

The  Institute  is  a  local  and  virtual  international  research  center  and  a  place  of
communication  between  science,  politics  and  business.  It  is  an  independent  nonprofit
organization  supported  by  no  one  in  particular.  The  center  is  not  associated  with  any
university but offers a stimulating research environment through its international network,
workshops  and  conferences,  data  service,  project  support,  research  visits  and  doctoral
programs. The Institute engages in (i) original and internationally competitive research in all
fields  of  labor  economics,  (ii)  development  of  policy  concepts,  and (iii)  dissemination of
research results and concepts to the interested public. 

Discussion Papers are preliminary and are circulated to encourage discussion. Citation of
such a paper should account for its provisional character, and the fact that it is made up by
a  large  language  model.  A  revised  version  may  be  available  directly  from the  artificial
intelligence.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Discussion Paper 2454

January 2024

ABSTRACT

For the Sake of Rhymes: Unveiling the Link between Liberal Arts
Lines and Lacrosse Point Shines

In this study, we delve into the delightful and debatable correlation between the number
of Bachelor's degrees awarded in Liberal  arts and the final  point  differentials in the
NCAA Men's Lacrosse Div I Championship. We take a leap into the lacrosse field armed
with data from the National Center for Education Statistics and NCAA to unravel this
seemingly far-fetched connection. Brace yourselves for a captivating journey through
trivia of the liberal arts and the lacrosse bar graph. Our analysis uncovered intriguing
insights, revealing a correlation coefficient of 0.7553867 and a p-value lesser than 0.05
for the years 2012 to 2021. So, hold onto your lacrosse sticks and keep an eye on the
liberal arts - the results of this research might just be a game-changer!
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I. Introduction

Lacrosse and liberal arts - not exactly the peanut butter and jelly of academia, right? However, as

much as this odd couple might seem like chalk and cheese, our research is about to reveal their 

surprising connection. Contrary to popular belief, the humble Bachelor's degrees in liberal arts 

might just be throwing some serious shade on the lacrosse field. So, if you thought this study was

as incongruous as a cat at a dog show, you're in for a delightful surprise!

While the liberal arts have long been associated with the cultivation of well-rounded individuals, 

the interplay between these degrees and the fine margins of NCAA Men's Lacrosse Div I 

Championship finals could be even more nuanced than we've ever imagined. Who would have 

thought that a liberal arts education could potentially impact the final point differentials on the 

lacrosse field? It's like discovering that the secret ingredient in your grandma's apple pie is 

actually a dash of abstract expressionism – unexpected and deliciously intriguing!

As we venture forth into this academic odyssey, we invite you to don your thinking caps, or 

perhaps in this case, your lacrosse helmets, and join us in a rollercoaster ride of statistical 

analysis and whimsical correlations. Let's break free from the shackles of conventional wisdom 

and explore this labyrinth of liberal arts and lacrosse, where the tangents are as unpredictable as 

a midfielder's dodges, and the hypotheses are as audacious as a game-winning behind-the-back 

goal.

So, ladies and gentlemen, fasten your seat belts – we're about to embark on a journey of 

academic discovery that's as off-the-beaten-path as a midfielder's zigzagging trajectory on the 

lacrosse field. As we dive into the world of numbers, sticks, and liberal arts degrees, prepare to 
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be astonished, amused, and perhaps even flabbergasted by the unexpected marriage of these 

seemingly disparate entities. It's time to uncover the mysterious ties between liberal arts lines and

lacrosse point shines – and who knows, we might just score a winning goal in understanding this 

intriguing correlation!

II. Literature Review

In "The Impact of Liberal Arts Education on Interdisciplinary Critical Thinking," Smith et al. 

explore the influence of liberal arts education on students' cognitive abilities and analytical skills.

Their findings shed light on the potential transferability of critical thinking from the classroom to

the lacrosse field, prompting us to ponder if a well-rounded mind contributes to a well-rounded 

final score.

Doe's "The Art of Lacrosse Strategy" offers a comprehensive analysis of various tactical 

approaches in lacrosse gameplay. His work delves into the intricacies of player positioning, 

possession strategies, and defensive formations. While not directly related to liberal arts, its 

insights into strategic maneuvering might just intersect with the intellectual agility cultivated 

through liberal arts education.

Jones's "The Poetry of Lacrosse: A Cultural History" provides a rich exploration of the cultural 

significance of lacrosse, drawing parallels between the grace of movement on the field and the 

rhythmic expression found in poetry. Though not a study on liberal arts, it prompts us to consider

the harmonious dance between the liberal arts and the artistry of the lacrosse game.
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Transitioning from non-fiction to fiction, in "The Lacrosse Chronicles: Quest for the Golden 

Stick" by A. Goalgetter, the protagonist embarks on a mythical journey to uncover the secret of 

the enchanted lacrosse stick. While purely a work of imagination, it encourages us to 

contemplate the mystical forces that might intertwine with the scholarly pursuits of liberal arts 

graduates.

Moving from the realm of literature, our unconventional pursuit of knowledge led us through the 

vast expanse of everyday life, including the analysis of seemingly irrelevant sources such as 

receipts from the local CVS store. Surprisingly, these mundane artifacts unearthed a plethora of 

lacrosse-related purchases, prompting us to ponder the influence of snacks and toiletries on the 

performance of lacrosse teams. While these findings may seem bizarre, even outlandish, they 

remind us of the unexpected avenues that can lead to insightful connections.

In "Lacrosse and Liberal Arts: A Zany Quest for Unlikely Coincidences and Inconceivable 

Connections," we discovered that the genre-bending capacity of research extends beyond the 

parameters of conventional academia. Our foray into the whimsical and the weird might just hold

the key to unlocking the enigmatic correlation between the paths of the liberal arts and the points

on the lacrosse field. So, dear reader, as we navigate this labyrinth of scholarly exploration and 

serendipitous discoveries, let us embrace the absurdity and revel in the unexpected twists and 

turns of our academic escapade.

III. Methodology
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To unearth the peculiar and unexpected association between the number of Bachelor's degrees 

awarded in Liberal arts and the final point differentials in the NCAA Men's Lacrosse Div I 

Championship, our research team embarked on a journey that was as twisty as a lacrosse player's

dodging maneuver. Our methodology was a mishmash of data mining, statistical acrobatics, and 

a pinch of good old-fashioned intuition.

Firstly, we scoured the vast expanse of the internet to gather a trove of data, channeling our inner

digital treasure hunters. Our primary sources were the National Center for Education Statistics 

and the NCAA, serving as our trusty companions on this quirky quest. With data spanning the 

years 2012 to 2021, we cast our nets wide, capturing the elusive metrics of liberal arts degrees 

and lacrosse championship final point differentials.

Next, we indulged in a bit of Sherlock Holmes-style detective work, piecing together the 

disparate puzzle elements of liberal arts education and lacrosse glory. We analyzed the Bachelor's

degrees awarded in liberal arts, studying the trends, fluctuations, and possibly even the cosmic 

dance of the galaxies that could influence this fascinating discipline. Simultaneously, we delved 

into the domain of NCAA Men's Lacrosse Div I Championship final point differentials, 

dissecting the data with the precision of a surgeon and the enthusiasm of a superfan at a 

championship game.

Now, for the unconventional and slightly eccentric part of our methodology – we turned to the 

ancient art of numerology, seeking to find patterns in the numerical fabric of the liberal arts and 

lacrosse. Donning our metaphorical wizard's hats, we summoned the spirits of statistical analysis,

casting spells of correlation coefficients, p-values, and regression models to unravel the 

enigmatic relationship between these seemingly incongruous entities.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



In a nod to the whimsicality of our research, we couldn't resist employing a touch of serendipity 

in our analysis. Perhaps it was the alignment of the stars or the cosmic alignment of lacrosse 

sticks and liberal arts textbooks, but our methodology occasionally ventured into the realm of 

playful discovery and unexpected revelations.

In essence, our methodology was a curious blend of meticulous data collection, rigorous 

statistical analysis, and a dash of delightful unpredictability. It was an adventure through the 

sprawling landscape of liberal arts academia and the adrenaline-fueled battleground of NCAA 

Men's Lacrosse, where the lines between serious research and lighthearted exploration often 

blurred like a player's zigzagging trajectory on the field.

As we present the findings of this peculiar odyssey, we invite you to embrace the spirit of 

curiosity, humor, and a willingness to be astonished by the whimsical world we've uncovered in 

the connection between liberal arts lines and lacrosse point shines. So, grab your lacrosse sticks 

and cue the scholarly banter – our results are about to drop like a game-winning behind-the-back 

goal in the world of academic inquiry.

IV. Results

The correlation analysis between the number of Bachelor's degrees awarded in the field of 

Liberal arts and the final point differentials in the NCAA Men's Lacrosse Div I Championship 

from 2012 to 2021 served up some surprising findings. We found a substantial correlation 

coefficient of 0.7553867, with an r-squared value of 0.5706090 and a p-value less than 0.05, 
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indicating statistical significance. It seems like the liberal arts and lacrosse have been engaging 

in some unexpected teamwork, worthy of a championship-winning play!

Figure 1 presents a scatterplot illustrating the robust correlation between the two variables. This 

partnership between liberal arts and lacrosse appears to be as solid as a well-executed double-

team defense on the field. The data points form a compelling trajectory, reminiscent of a well-

strategized offensive play leading to a game-winning goal. Who would have thought that the 

number of Bachelor's degrees in liberal arts could have such a strong influence on the final point 

differentials in the NCAA Men's Lacrosse final matches? It's like finding out that the 

Shakespearean sonnets you studied in English class have a direct impact on the defensive 

strategies of a lacrosse team – unexpected, yet undeniably fascinating!

The results of this study not only highlight the unexpected connection between these seemingly 

disparate domains but also raise intriguing questions about the potential influence of liberal arts 

education on athletic performance. Can a well-rounded education in the liberal arts contribute to 

a well-rounded performance on the lacrosse field? It might just be that the liberal arts are slyly 

influencing the art of the game, much like an expertly executed feint to deceive an opponent.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In conclusion, our findings illuminate a captivating correlation between Bachelor's degrees in 

liberal arts and the final point differentials in the NCAA Men's Lacrosse Div I Championship. 

This unanticipated connection opens the door to a world of possibilities for interdisciplinary 

exploration and highlights the multifaceted influences at play in the arena of higher education 

and athletic competition. It's time to celebrate this whimsical bond between the liberal arts lines 

and the lacrosse point shines – a connection that goes beyond the goal posts and extends into the 

rich tapestry of academic and athletic pursuits. So, raise your lacrosse sticks to the unanticipated 

teamwork of liberal arts and lacrosse – it's a winning combination worth celebrating!

V. Discussion

The robust correlation between the number of Bachelor's degrees awarded in Liberal arts and the 

final point differentials in the NCAA Men's Lacrosse Div I Championship from 2012 to 2021 has

left even the most seasoned researchers scratching their heads in disbelief. But fear not, dear 

readers, for we have delved into this perplexing puzzle and emerged with a tale of unexpected 

teamwork and unlikely allies!

The findings of our study not only support the whimsical insights from our literature review but 

also serve up a feast of statistical significance, garnished with a dash of confounding 

correlations. As Smith et al. hinted at the potential transferability of critical thinking from the 

classroom to the lacrosse field, our results indeed suggest a strong link akin to a well-executed 

no-look pass between liberal arts education and game-changing maneuvers on the lacrosse field. 
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It's as if the poetic prowess cultivated in the study of liberal arts somehow finds its echo in the 

graceful movements of lacrosse players, leading to a symphony of unexpected strategic brilliance

on the field.

Doe's analysis of lacrosse strategies might not directly relate to the liberal arts, but our results 

seem to hint at a covert alliance between the intellectual agility fostered by liberal arts education 

and the strategic prowess displayed on the lacrosse field. It's like witnessing an exquisitely 

choreographed ballet performance by scholars and athletes, with each move influenced by the 

elegance of interdisciplinary collaboration. And let's not forget the zany quest for unlikely 

coincidences and inconceivable connections from our literature review – well, I think we've just 

hit the jackpot with this correlation!

The unexpected association uncovered by our study not only challenges conventional wisdom 

but also leads us to reconsider the untapped potential of interdisciplinary exploration. The 

interplay between the liberal arts and lacrosse is akin to a lively dance, with each partner 

complementing and influencing the other in ways we never anticipated. It's a delightful reminder 

of the serendipitous discoveries that await those willing to embrace the whimsical and the weird 

in their academic pursuits.

So, as we raise our lacrosse sticks to this unanticipated union of liberal arts and lacrosse, let us 

marvel at the colorful patchwork of scholarly exploration and athletic prowess. The connection 

between the liberal arts lines and the lacrosse point shines is not just a statistical wonder – it's a 

playful testament to the delightful, and sometimes downright goofy, surprises that await those 

curious enough to gaze beyond the boundaries of conventional disciplines. Let the games 

continue, both on the field and in the realm of scholarly inquiry, where the unexpected equations 

of liberal arts and lacrosse unfold like a compelling narrative begging to be explored further.
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VI. Conclusion

In the illustrious game of academia, we have successfully unveiled the surprising and remarkable

connection between Bachelor's degrees in liberal arts and the final point differentials in the 

NCAA Men's Lacrosse Div I Championship. Our findings present a delightful tapestry of 

unexpected teamwork, dancing in a syncopated rhythm akin to an artful dodging maneuver on 

the lacrosse field.

As we wrap up our study, it's evident that the liberal arts have stealthily snuck into the lacrosse 

game, much like a sly midfielder infiltrating an opponent's defense. The correlation coefficient of

0.7553867 serves as a testament to the harmonious alignment between these seemingly 

incongruous fields. It's as if the liberal arts and lacrosse are engaged in an intricate dance of 

statistical significance, twirling and spinning through the realms of academia and athletics, much

to our surprise and amusement.

Our analysis not only showcases the statistical acrobatics of this unexpected relationship but also

raises a myriad of whimsical questions. Does an appreciation for the arts translate to artful 

playmaking on the lacrosse field? Could an understanding of humanities inspire creative strategic

maneuvers? It seems that the liberal arts are weaving their magic into the fabric of athletic 

performance, much like a mesmerizing tapestry unfurling on an unexpected stage.

In light of our enlightening findings, it's safe to say that the liberal arts and lacrosse have formed 

an unlikely alliance, akin to a dynamic duo with a penchant for statistical synergy. This 

captivating correlation magnificently underscores the unanticipated interplay between diverse 
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domains, serving as a potent reminder of the delightful surprises that await in the realm of 

academic exploration and statistical merriment.

To conclude, it's time to tip our lacrosse helmets to the enchanting ballet of liberal arts and 

lacrosse, for together, they have taught us that in the delightful game of academic inquiry, the 

most unexpected connections often score the most captivating goals. As such, we boldly assert 

that no further research is needed in this peculiar and entertaining realm, for the tapestry of data 

and puns has been woven to its full potential.
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