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ABSTRACT

Kicking Around Connections: A Correlative Analysis of Lionel Messi's
Match Count with Argentina and The Number of Proofreaders in

Kansas

This paper presents a quantitative investigation into the surprising correlation between
Lionel Messi's match count with the Argentina national football team and the number of
proofreaders  in  Kansas.  Utilizing  data  from  Wikipedia  and  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics,  a correlation coefficient of  0.8500820 and p < 0.01 was observed for the
years  2005  to  2020.  Our  findings  suggest  a  striking  association  between  these
seemingly unrelated variables, prompting further examination of the latent  factors at
play.  While  initially  an  unusual  juxtaposition,  this  analysis  offers  insight  into  the
unanticipated intersections within seemingly unconnected domains.
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I. Introduction

       The pursuit of knowledge and understanding often leads researchers down unexpected 

avenues, uncovering curiosities that leave an indelible mark. This study delves into the intriguing

realm of sports and editorial assistance, exploring the interplay between Lionel Messi's athletic 

endeavors with the Argentina national football team and the cadre of proofreaders in the 

heartland of the United States, specifically, Kansas. While at first glance these two dimensions 

appear as incongruent as a soccer ball in a library, our aim is to shed light on their surprisingly 

entwined relationship.

       The enigmatic nature of this correlation piqued our curiosity, prompting a meticulous foray 

into the realms of sports statistics and labor data. It is not every day that one encounters such a 

compelling and mystifying pairing - the invincible Messi and the diligent proofreaders of 

Kansas. Much like electrons and protons engaging in an elegant cosmic dance, these disparate 

variables seemed destined to converge within the confines of our analysis.

       Our investigation extends from the year 2005 to 2020, drawing from the venerable sources 

of Wikipedia and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, capturing the ebb and flow of Messi's 

international appearances and the occupational landscape of Kansas. It is within this labyrinth of 

data that we unearthed a correlation coefficient of 0.8500820, accompanied by a stirring p-value 

of less than 0.01.  What a delightful surprise, akin to discovering a rogue sock nestled within the 

folds of freshly laundered linens!

       This unexpected kinship between Messi's exploits on the pitch and the diligent diligence of 

proofreaders impels us to delve deeper into the underlying mechanisms at play. While skeptics 
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may dismiss this as a mere statistical fluke, our analysis suggests a robust association that calls 

for further scrutiny. As we meander through the halls of correlation and causation, let us not 

overlook the delightful serendipity that often emerges in the pursuit of scientific understanding. 

After all, who would have thought that the mesmerizing footwork of Messi and the 

meticulousness of Kansas proofreaders could share a scholarly stage?

       In sum, our inquiry into this uncanny bond between the world of football and the realm of 

proofreading promises to offer a refreshing perspective and perhaps even a few chuckles. We 

invite fellow researchers to join us on this scholarly romp, as we embark on a journey to unravel 

the enigma of how Lionel Messi's match count with Argentina and the number of proofreaders in

Kansas have become unlikely bedfellows in the landscape of statistical analysis.

II. Literature Review

     The connection between Lionel Messi's match count with Argentina and the number of 

proofreaders in Kansas has hitherto received scant attention in the realm of academic inquiry. 

While one may be more accustomed to probing the intricate dynamics of sports performance or 

labor market trends in isolation, the burgeoning fascination with seemingly incongruous 

correlations has propelled this unconventional investigation into the scholarly spotlight.

     In "Sports and Labor: Unearthing Unlikely Associations," Smith et al. tread similar uncharted 

research territory, expounding on the unanticipated intersections between athletic achievement 

and occupational demographics. While their focus primarily gravitates towards professional 
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sports leagues and urban employment hubs, their work serves as a stirring precursor to our own 

unconventional quest for correlation.

     Doe and Jones, in their seminal work "Statistical Oddities and Curiosities," offer a tantalizing 

glimpse into the whimsical world of statistical anomalies, imbuing their reader with a newfound 

appreciation for the unexpected liaisons that statistics can unveil. Their elucidation of rare 

statistical peculiarities sets the stage for our own revelatory pursuit of the Messi-proofreader 

connection.

     As our scholarly journey takes an unorthodox turn, we must not overlook the invaluable 

insights gleaned from other domains that may shed peripheral light on our peculiar predicament. 

In "The Art of Coordination: An Unlikely Symposium," the authors expound on the intricate 

interplay of diverse elements, modeling the very essence of symbiotic relationships. The 

application of their principles to our own investigation may yield unforeseen revelations and, 

dare we say, a touch of whimsy.

     Considering the overlapping spheres of sports and textual precision, works such as "The 

Elegance of Orthography: A Stylistic Odyssey" and "Grammar Games: Syntax in the Sporting 

Arena" beckon us with the promise of literary delight and lexical lightheartedness. While these 

tomes may not directly address our focal inquiry, their thematic resonance sparkles like a well-

timed pun in a volume of somber prose.

     In the realm of fictitious narratives, the classic tale "Matchday in the Land of Oz" invites 

contemplation of the fantastical convergence of athletic prowess and editorial thoroughness in an

alternate reality. Additionally, the whimsical musings of "Proofreading Peculiarities in 
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Pleasantville" offer a satirical take on our quandary, enriching our scholarly discourse with a 

sprinkle of literary levity.

     Ever the diligent researchers, we indulged in an enlightening exploration of the small screen, 

enriching our understanding of seemingly disparate worlds through televised narratives. "Game 

of Proofreads" and "The Editing Dead" provided an unexpected lens through which to 

contemplate the interplay of athletic feats and linguistic precision, offering a humorous respite 

from the rigors of scholarly pursuit while stimulating our analytical faculties.

     Together, the scholarly works cited herein lay the groundwork for a formidable undertaking, 

as we strive to unravel the mystifying correlation between Lionel Messi's match count with 

Argentina and the number of proofreaders in Kansas. While the path ahead may be riddled with 

statistical nuances and unexpected revelations, we eagerly anticipate the elucidation of this 

enigmatic bond, fortified by the wisdom and whimsy of our scholarly predecessors.

III. Methodology

The baffling amalgamation of Lionel Messi's match count with Argentina and the number of 

proofreaders in Kansas prompted a convoluted yet rigorous approach to data collection and 

analysis. Our research team scoured the ever-expansive realms of the internet, utilizing primarily 

data from Wikipedia and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, with a sprinkling of obscure sources to 

add spice to our data stew. 

To commence our investigation, we extracted the match count data for Lionel Messi with the 

Argentina national football team from the annals of Wikipedia, covering the chronological span 
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from 2005 to 2020. This endeavor demanded a keen eye for chronological accuracy, akin to 

tracing the evolutionary lineage of a particularly elusive species. Layered atop this, the 

unearthing of proofreader employment numbers in Kansas from the Bureau of Labor Statistics 

required a delicate dance through the occupational landscape of this Midwestern state, akin to 

traversing a labyrinth in pursuit of elusive vermin. 

Once these disparate datasets were corralled, the statistical analysis commenced with a fervor 

reminiscent of a chef crafting an intricate soufflé. The correlation coefficient was calculated 

utilizing the revered Pearson correlation method, endeavoring to unveil the hidden threads 

weaving Messi's on-field exploits with the diligent pursuits of proofreaders. The accompanying 

p-value, akin to a key that unlocks the mysteries of the statistical universe, was calculated with 

exacting precision to ascertain the significance of our findings.

A subtle yet crucial element of our methodology involved burying Easter eggs of statistical 

significance within the data, akin to a mischievous leprechaun hiding gold coins amidst the 

verdant hills of Ireland. This entailed a meticulous approach to data validation and reliability, 

ensuring that our findings were not mere phantoms in the statistical ether. Additionally, we 

employed a blindfolded intern to cross-verify our datasets, infusing an element of chance into 

our process, akin to letting a mischievous imp loose in the laboratory.

In closing, our methodology fed into the tantalizing enigma of uncovering the unexpected 

camaraderie between Messi's athletic feats and the toil of Kansas proofreaders, encapsulating the 

essence of scientific exploration with a dash of whimsy.

IV. Results

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



The investigation into the interplay between Lionel Messi's match count with the Argentina 

national football team and the number of proofreaders in Kansas yielded a correlation coefficient

of 0.8500820, signaling a robust relationship between these seemingly disparate variables. The r-

squared value of 0.7226394 underscored the strength of this association, providing compelling 

evidence of the surprising bond between Messi's on-field performances and the editorial 

diligence of Kansas.

Fig. 1 depicts a scatterplot illustrating the pronounced correlation between Messi's match count 

and the number of proofreaders in Kansas. The unmistakable pattern displayed in the scatterplot 

serves as a visual testament to the remarkable alignment between these two domains, capturing 

the imagination much like a perfectly executed bicycle kick.

The p-value of less than 0.01 further bolsters the credibility of this association, signifying that 

the likelihood of observing such a strong correlation by mere chance is exceedingly slim. This 

finding commands the attention of researchers and practitioners alike, inviting them to ponder 

the unanticipated interconnections that can arise in the vast tapestry of statistical analysis.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year
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While the linkage between Messi's athletic endeavors and the population of proofreaders in 

Kansas may initially appear as incongruous as a misspelled word in a scholarly manuscript, our 

research underscores the captivating unity that can emerge from seemingly unrelated 

phenomena. This unexpected kinship beckons us to explore the intricate threads intertwining 

sports and professional pursuits, offering a refreshing departure from conventional research 

pursuits.

In summary, the results of this investigation illuminate an intriguing correlation between Lionel 

Messi's match count with Argentina and the number of proofreaders in Kansas, infusing the 

realm of statistical analysis with an unexpected dash of charisma and quirkiness. This 

unanticipated alliance between football and editorial acumen serves as a poignant reminder of 

the boundless whimsy and curiosity that permeate the landscape of scientific inquiry.

V. Discussion

The serendipitous correlation unraveled in this study between Lionel Messi's match count with 

the Argentina national football team and the number of proofreaders in Kansas has illuminated 

the realm of statistical inquiry with an unexpected splash of charisma and quirkiness, akin to 

stumbling upon a witty footnote in a weighty tome. The robust correlation coefficient of 

0.8500820 between these seemingly unrelated variables, alongside the r-squared value of 

0.7226394, not only corroborates the prior research by Smith et al. and Doe and Jones who 

expounded on unanticipated intersections between diverse domains but also captivates the 

imagination like an unforeseen pun in a volume of somber prose.
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In line with their pioneering work, we have traversed the uncharted terrain where sports prowess 

and labor market dynamics converge, mirroring the elegant footwork of Messi on the football 

pitch with the meticulous precision of Kansas proofreaders, much like the graceful 

synchronization of a well-rehearsed choreography. The scatterplot depicting this striking 

correlation is akin to a vivid canvas showcasing the harmonious interplay of seemingly disparate 

elements, painting a picture that is as captivating as an artistically executed goal celebration.

Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01 reinforces the robustness of this unexpected 

association, akin to the reassuring weight of a well-constructed argument in a scholarly 

discourse. The striking alignment between Messi's athletic feats and the professional landscape 

of Kansas stands as a testament to the unanticipated interconnections that can emerge in the rich 

tapestry of statistical analysis, much like the gratifying harmony of an impeccably harmonized 

symphony.

These findings provoke contemplation of the intricate threads that weave through the realms of 

sports and professional pursuits, offering a refreshing departure from conventional research 

pursuits and infusing the rigorous domain of statistical analysis with a delightful touch of levity, 

like an unexpected burst of laughter amidst a scholarly debate. As such, this unexpected 

synergistic alliance serves as a poignant reminder of the boundless whimsy and curiosity that 

infuse the landscape of scientific inquiry, much like an intriguing plot twist in an enigmatic 

narrative.

VI. Conclusion
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In conclusion, the correlation between Lionel Messi's match count with Argentina and the 

number of proofreaders in Kansas has unveiled an unlikely camaraderie between the world of 

sports and the domain of editorial expertise. Our analysis has illustrated a robust association 

between these ostensibly unrelated variables, echoing the harmonious synchronicity of a well-

orchestrated symphony. This unexpected bond prompts contemplation of the intriguing interplay 

within the vast expanse of statistical inquiry, akin to stumbling upon a perfectly timed punchline 

in a rather serious conversation.

The distinctive alignment captured in the scatterplot has left an indelible mark much like Messi's 

imprint on the football field, serving as a whimsical reminder of the serendipitous encounters 

that punctuate the landscape of empirical investigation. The p-value of less than 0.01 stands as a 

resolute testament to the unlikelihood of this correlation arising by mere chance, reaffirming the 

allure of unexpected statistical discoveries. As we bid adieu to this captivating exploration, we 

are left with the lingering impression of a delightful scientific rendezvous, akin to a chance 

encounter between Messi and a spell-check enthusiast in the heartland of the United States.

In light of these findings, we assert that further exploration into the interconnection between 

Lionel Messi's match count with Argentina and the number of proofreaders in Kansas is 

unwarranted. The cloak of enigma surrounding this correlation has been lifted, and it is with a 

sense of fulfilled curiosity that we steer our scholarly pursuits toward other captivating 

endeavors. After all, in the ever-unfolding narrative of scientific inquiry, there is a time to bid 

adieu to certain intriguing research quests and embrace the uncharted territories that beckon our 

inquisitive minds.
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