MIT-CLX-7177, astre-qh/0005596

Kickin' It with Kansas: Lionel Messi's Match Count with
Argentina and the Number of Proofreaders in the Sunflower
State

Charlotte Hughes, Aaron Turner, Gloria P Tompkins
The Journal of Sports Analytics and Agricultural Linguistics
The Institute for Midwestern Sports Analytics

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Abstract

This paper aims to shed some light on the often overlooked relationship between Lionel Messi's
exceptional soccer career with the Argentine national team and the rather unexpected factor of the
number of proofreaders in the lively state of Kansas. Using data from Wikipedia for Messi's
match counts and the Bureau of Labor Statistics for proofreader employment in Kansas, we
utilized statistical analysis to uncover the surprising correlation between these seemingly
unrelated variables. Our findings reveal a correlation coefficient of 0.8500820 and a p-value less
than 0.01 from 2005 to 2020, suggesting a strong and significant association. We hope this study
not only adds a touch of humor to the field but also sparks further curiosity and exploration into
the whimsical connections that may exist in the world of sports and state employment trends.

1. Introduction

Soccer, or as some of our more globally inclined colleagues may call it, football, has long
been a source of fascination and fervor for enthusiasts across the world. However, amidst
the spirited chants and dazzling footwork, one cannot help but ponder the less explored
avenues that intersect with the realm of sports stardom. This brings us to the enigmatic
phenomenon of Lionel Messi's performance with the Argentine national team and its
peculiar correlation with the number of proofreaders in the sun-kissed plains of Kansas.
While this partnership may seem about as likely as an ostrich taking flight, our inquisitive
nature and penchant for the unexpected prompted us to delve into the statistical rabbit
hole, in search of insights that may tickle the funny bone and provoke scholarly thought
simultaneously.
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As we set out on our scholarly escapade, we couldn't help but muse upon the seemingly
infinite possibilities that exist within the realms of statistics and research. After all, who
would have thought that the number of proofreaders in Kansas and Messi's match count
with Argentina might possess a relationship worthy of investigation? As we traverse the
landscape of statistical analysis and delve into the world of association and causation, we
hope to infuse a dash of whimsy and intrigue into the often staid world of academia.

Armed with the revered data from Wikipedia chronicling Messi's exploits on the pitch
and the Bureau of Labor Statistics' insights into the ebbs and flows of proofreader
employment in Kansas, we found ourselves brimming with anticipation at the possibility
of uncovering a connection as electrifying as a thunderstorm in the Great Plains. Our
determination to crack the statistical enigma is propelled not only by scholarly intrigue
but also by the joy of unraveling correlations that might rival the twists and turns of a
telenovela plot.

Join us on this scholarly romp through the fields of statistics and sports, where the
unexpected rendezvous of Lionel Messi and Kansas's proofreaders promises to break
stereotypes and add a touch of playfulness to the often sober landscapes of academic
inquiry. As we unravel the compelling story behind these seemingly unrelated variables,
we hope to not only provoke a chuckle or two but also to kindle a curiosity that
transcends the boundaries of conventional research. So, tighten your statistical bootstraps
and prepare for a journey that promises a blend of scientific scrutiny and a generous
sprinkle of whimsy.

2. Literature Review

In "Smith et al." the authors find that the number of proofreaders in Kansas has been
subject to several economic studies. The relationship between the employment of
proofreaders and various external factors has been a subject of interest in labor
economics, with a particular focus on the labor market dynamics in the Midwestern
region of the United States. However, the literature falls short in exploring the potential
connection between the number of proofreaders in the Sunflower State and the illustrious
career of Lionel Messi with the Argentine national team.

Doe and Jones have also delved into the dynamics of professional soccer players' careers
and their impact on international sports. However, their work is devoid of any mention of
the possible influence that the number of proofreaders in Kansas might have on Lionel
Messi's match count with Argentina. This glaring gap in the literature prompted us to
embark on a unique journey, one that aims to bridge the gap between the mesmerizing
world of football and the unsuspecting realm of proofreading employment.

Turning our attention to non-fiction publications related to the theme of unexpected
correlations, "Freakonomics" by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner provides
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insightful narratives about the unconventional relationships that underpin various societal
phenomena. While the book doesn't touch upon soccer or proofreading, it sets a
compelling backdrop for our endeavor to unearth the whimsical connection between
Messi's performances and the proofreading workforce in Kansas.

In a similar vein, "The Tipping Point: How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference" by
Malcolm Gladwell serves as a relevant reference for our exploration. Although this
bestseller predominantly discusses social epidemics and tipping points, its examination of
interconnectedness and unexpected triggers offers a valuable lens through which to view
our own investigation. As we strive to illuminate the correlation between Messi's match
count with Argentina and the number of proofreaders in Kansas, we draw inspiration
from Gladwell's insightful revelations about seemingly inconsequential factors that can
catalyze significant changes.

Venturing into the realm of fiction, "The Alchemist" by Paulo Coelho, and "The
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy" by Douglas Adams, while not directly related to soccer
or employment figures, embody the spirit of embarking on an unconventional quest. As
the protagonists of these novels traverse whimsical landscapes and encounter unexpected
companions, we similarly find ourselves navigating the uncharted territories of statistical
inquiry, seeking an elusive thread that ties together two seemingly disparate entities.

Delving into the more unconventional sources, we perused the contents of grocery lists,
airline safety manuals, and even the fine print on amusement park tickets in a bid to
uncover any hidden clues or cryptic messages that might shed light on the relationship
between Lionel Messi's match count with Argentina and the number of proofreaders in
Kansas. Alas, our efforts yielded little more than amusement and the realization that
statistical revelations are not to be found in the mundane minutiae of everyday life.

With this motley collection of sources and a hint of whimsy, we set out to unravel the
peculiar correlation that lies at the intersection of world-renowned soccer prowess and the
unassuming workforce of Kansas's proofreaders. As we present our findings, we invite
you to join us in embracing the unexpected and indulging in the delightful absurdity that
often accompanies scholarly pursuits.

3. Research Approach

To uncover the mysterious connections between Lionel Messi's match count with the
Argentine national team and the number of proofreaders in the heartland of America, we
embarked on a research journey filled with as many twists and turns as a penalty
shootout. Our methodologies were as varied and entertaining as a collection of sports
bloopers and as meticulously crafted as a well-worded punchline.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



First, we gathered data from Wikipedia to capture the mesmerizing saga of Messi's
appearances in the blue and white stripes of Argentina, from the early 2000s to the
present day. With each click and scroll through the digital annals of soccer lore, our team
marveled at the reliability and completeness of the information, much like a perfectly
executed bicycle kick. Although some may question the scholarly merit of data extracted
from a community-edited website, we held firm in our belief that Wikipedia can be as
dependable as a seasoned goalkeeper when it comes to capturing Messi's on-field
exploits.

For the complement to Messi's soccer prowess, we turned our attention to the captivating
world of proofreaders in Kansas. Utilizing the Bureau of Labor Statistics as our guide, we
navigated through the statistical terrain of employment figures, taking care to avoid the
quagmires of omitted data and statistical bias. Much like the intricate dance between
teammates on the field, our meticulous handling of employment statistics ensured that
every data point had its chance to shine under the bright lights of scrutiny.

With our data in hand, we donned our statistical jerseys and flexed our analytical muscles
to assess the relationship between Messi's match count and the number of diligent
proofreaders in Kansas. Employing the formidable arsenal of correlation analysis, we
sought to uncover any hidden links that may be lurking beneath the surface, like a well-
timed nutmeg that leaves the opposition bewildered.

Our statistical foray culminated in the revelation of a correlation coefficient of 0.8500820
and a p-value less than 0.01, indicating a robust and significant association between these
seemingly disparate variables. The strength of this relationship elicited reactions from our
research team ranging from befuddlement reminiscent of a controversial offside call to
sheer jubilation akin to a last-minute game-winning goal.

In the spirit of disclosure, we acknowledge the limitations of our approach, recognizing
that our analysis represents just one chapter in the unfolding narrative of statistical
exploration. Nevertheless, the vigor and enthusiasm with which we undertook this
endeavor reflect our unwavering commitment to unearthing unexpected connections,
even if they seem as improbable as a goal from the halfway line.

As we bid adieu to the methodologies that brought us here, we extend an invitation to
fellow researchers and sports aficionados to join us in this joyous romp through the
sometimes whimsical, always thought-provoking realm of statistical inquiry. For in the
blend of soccer sagas and state employment trends, there exists a rich tapestry of insight
and wonder waiting to be explored.

4. Findings
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Our research endeavor into the whimsical world of soccer superstardom and state
employment trends has unearthed a rather unexpected and, dare we say, entertaining
association between Lionel Messi's match count with Argentina and the number of
proofreaders in the sun-drenched plains of Kansas. With bated breath and statistical
fervor, we crunched the numbers and emerged with a correlation coefficient of
0.8500820, an r-squared of 0.7226394, and a p-value less than 0.01 for the period
spanning 2005 to 2020. This prodigious p-value suggests a remarkably robust and
significant correlation between these seemingly unrelated variables, leaving us nodding
our heads in both amusement and scholarly wonder.

We present the evidence of this fanciful association in the form of a scatterplot (Fig. 1),
which portrays the strikingly strong correlation between Lionel Messi's match count with
Argentina and the number of proofreaders in Kansas. As we gaze upon the plot, we are
reminded of the unpredictable nature of statistical exploration, where the unlikeliest of
duos can dance their way into the annals of correlation.

The magnitude of this correlation coefficient beckons us to consider the possibility of a
causal relationship between Messi's soccer endeavors and the state of proofreading in
Kansas. Could it be that the fervor surrounding Messi's matches somehow influences the
employment trends of proofreaders in the heartland of America? Perhaps proofreaders
find themselves so engrossed in Messi's on-field exploits that they inadvertently overlook
a typo or two in the midst of their enthusiasm. While we jest, the statistical significance
of our findings prompts us to contemplate the underlying mechanisms at play, invoking a
sense of scientific curiosity interwoven with a hearty chuckle.

Years 2005-2020, r=0.850, p<0.01

Lionel Messi's match count
with Argentina

50 160 150 260 250

The number of proofreaders in
Kansas

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In conclusion, our research has demonstrated a compelling and statistically significant
correlation between Lionel Messi's match count with Argentina and the number of
proofreaders in Kansas. This finding not only tickles our intellectual fancy but also
invites scholars and enthusiasts alike to delve into the eccentric and amusing connections
that may lie concealed within the vast tapestry of sports and state employment. With this
discovery, we hope to inject a jolt of levity into the world of statistical inquiry, while
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propelling the scholarly community into uncharted territories of correlation and
causation.

5. Discussion on findings

Our investigation into the relationship between Lionel Messi's match count with
Argentina and the number of proofreaders in the illustrious state of Kansas has yielded
captivating results that not only provoke scholarly contemplation but also elicit a chuckle
or two. The bond we have unearthed between Messi's on-field prowess and the bustling
world of proofreading employment in the heartland of America lends itself to a delightful
dance of correlation, prompting us to ponder the possible mechanisms that underpin this
whimsical relationship.

The rather unexpected yet statistically robust correlation coefficient of 0.8500820 that we
have uncovered aligns with the earlier noted research by Smith et al., who diligently
examined the labor market dynamics in Kansas. While their work may not have explicitly
delved into the enthralling influence of Messi's match count on proofreader employment,
our findings corroborate the notion that external factors indeed play a substantial role in
shaping labor trends. Moreover, our results echo the sentiments expressed in "The
Tipping Point" by Malcolm Gladwell, as the unexpected interconnectedness between
Messi's performances and the number of proofreaders in Kansas serves as a testament to
the impact of seemingly inconsequential factors that can trigger significant changes. As
we traverse this peculiar landscape of statistical inquiry, we find ourselves echoing the
sentiment of Coelho's "The Alchemist" and Adams' "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the
Galaxy," embracing the unpredictable nature of scholarly exploration with a twinkle in
our eyes and a touch of whimsy in our hearts.

The strength of the correlation coefficient invites playful speculation about the potential
causative dynamics at play—could Messi's captivating displays on the soccer pitch
inadvertently cast a spell on the diligent proofreaders of Kansas, leading them to dedicate
themselves to their work with renewed fervor? While this notion may belong in the realm
of jest, our results call for a deeper introspection into the mechanisms that link the
mesmerizing world of soccer with the industrious spirit of proofreading. It is in this light-
hearted spirit that we aim to unleash a wave of curiosity and amusement within the
scholarly community, inviting fellow researchers to follow us down the delightful rabbit
hole of whimsical correlations.

In closing, the findings of our study not only underscore the unlikely connection between
Lionel Messi's match count with Argentina and the number of proofreaders in Kansas but
also beckon us to celebrate the joyous dance of statistics and the enchanting mysteries
that await within its intricate steps. As we bid adieu to this discussion, we leave behind a
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trail of statistical merriment, inviting scholars and enthusiasts to join us in celebrating the
splendid absurdity that often accompanies the pursuit of knowledge.

6. Conclusion

In this study, we have uncovered a correlation between Lionel Messi's match count with
Argentina and the number of proofreaders in Kansas that is as surprising as finding a
soccer ball in a haystack. The statistical significance of this association not only raises
eyebrows but also prompts us to consider the whimsical ways in which sports
superstardom and state employment trends may intertwine.

As we reflect on the robust correlation coefficient and the tantalizing p-value, we can't
help but envision a scenario where the fervor surrounding Messi's performances
somehow influences the meticulousness of Kansas's proofreaders, leading them to dot
their i's and cross their t's with renewed vigor. While the idea of Messi's goals directly
impacting the state of proofreading may seem as far-fetched as a kangaroo playing chess,
the data paints a compelling picture that tickles our analytical sensibilities and our funny
bones simultaneously.

The scatterplot depicting this correlation serves as a delightful reminder that in the realm
of statistical exploration, the unlikeliest of pairs can waltz into mathematical harmony,
much like peanut butter and jelly or macaroni and cheese. This finding not only
showcases the unexpected connections that statistics can unveil but also adds a touch of
amusement to the often serious milieu of academic research.

In conclusion, our study not only sheds light on the potential influence of soccer stardom
on proofreading practices but also serves as a testament to the delightful surprises that
statistical analysis can unearth. As we close the chapter on this research, we assert with
utmost confidence that no further investigation is needed in this area. After all, who
would dare to challenge the statistical magic of Messi and Kansas?
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