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Abstract

This study delves into the often overlooked relationship between the number of microbiologists in North 
Carolina and the prevalence of titles on the New York Times Fiction Best Sellers list. Utilizing data from 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Hawes Publications for the time period 2003 to 2014, our research 
team uncovered a striking correlation coefficient of 0.8999557 (p < 0.01) between these two seemingly 
disparate variables. While the existence of such a connection may appear as fiction to some, the data 
paints a vivid picture of a non-fiction correlation between the realm of microbiology and the realm of 
literary fiction. This paper aims to shed light on this intriguing correlation and provoke further exploration 
into the dynamic interplay between microbial research and literary acclaim.

Copyleft 2024 Institute of Sciences.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

The  intersection  of  microbiology  and
literature may seem like an unusual pairing,
like  peanut  butter  and  pickles,  but  our
research  has  uncovered  a  compelling
correlation  between  the  number  of
microbiologists  in  North  Carolina  and  the
prevalence of titles on the New York Times

Fiction  Best  Sellers  list.  While  one  might
imagine that microbiologists and bestselling
novels inhabit separate universes, our data
reveals an entangled web of influence that
challenges conventional wisdom, much like
a microbiologist challenging a petri dish.

Literature and microbiology may appear as
distant as the alpha helix and the plot twist,
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but  our  findings  suggest  a  closer
relationship than meets the eye. We set out
to investigate this uncharted territory, armed
with statistical analyses and a keen sense
of  curiosity.  Through  rigorous  examination
of data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics
and Hawes Publications spanning the years
2003  to  2014,  we  uncovered  a  striking
correlation  coefficient  of  0.8999557  (p  <
0.01)  between  the  number  of
microbiologists  in  North  Carolina  and  the
frequency  of  titles  gracing  the  esteemed
New York Times Fiction Best Sellers list.

The  implications  of  this  discovery  are  as
surprising as an unexpected plot twist in a
mystery novel. Could it be that the microbial
world  and  the  literary  world  are  more
intertwined than we ever imagined? Just as
microbiologists  meticulously  study  the
intricacies  of  bacterial  colonies,  we
endeavored to delve into the complexities of
this  correlation,  peering  through  our
metaphorical  microscope  in  search  of
insight.

Our  aim  with  this  research  is  not  only  to
uncover  and  document  this  unusual
phenomenon,  but  also  to  spark  further
exploration  into  the  dynamic  interplay
between the world of microbial research and
the world  of  literary  acclaim.  By shedding
light  on  this  unexpected  correlation,  we
hope  to  inspire  others  to  delve  into
uncharted  territories  and  unveil  hidden
connections  that  may  defy  common
expectations.

In the following sections, we will present the
methodology employed in our investigation,
the  results  of  our  analysis,  and  our
interpretations  of  the  findings.  It  is  our
earnest  hope  that  this  study  serves  as  a
starting  point  for  a  myriad  of  future
investigations that break convention, much
like the unanticipated twist in a bestselling
novel  that  leaves  readers  eagerly  turning
pages for more.

2. Literature Review

The  correlation  between  the  number  of
microbiologists  in  North  Carolina  and  the
frequency of titles on the New York Times
Fiction  Best  Sellers  list  has  not  been  a
widely explored subject within the academic
literature.  However,  a  few notable  studies
have  paved  the  way  for  our  investigation
into  this  uncharted  territory.  Smith  et  al.
(2007) examined the potential  influence of
scientific  research  on  the  themes  and
content of popular fiction, shedding light on
the  intriguing  intersection  of  science  and
storytelling.  Building  upon  this  foundation,
Doe and Jones (2010) delved into the public
perception of microbiology and its potential
impact  on  literary  preferences,  offering
valuable  insights  into  the  intricate  web  of
societal influences on literary trends.

Now, let’s deviate from the serious scholarly
references for a moment and consider some
non-fiction books that might be relevant to
our  study.  "The  Hot  Zone"  by  Richard
Preston  and  "Spillover:  Animal  Infections
and the Next  Human Pandemic"  by David
Quammen  certainly  bring  the  microscopic
world  to  the  forefront,  albeit  in  a  rather
ominous  fashion.  While  these  works  may
not directly influence the bestseller list, they
undeniably  contribute  to  the  public's
engagement with microbial subjects, which
could potentially  shape literary interests  in
unforeseen ways.

In the realm of fiction, the works of Michael
Crichton, such as "The Andromeda Strain"
and  "Jurassic  Park,"  stand  as  prime
examples  of  narratives  intrinsically
intertwined  with  scientific  concepts,
including  microbiology.  The  captivating
storytelling  and  scientific  intricacies
presented  in  these  novels  could
undoubtedly  pique the interest  of  both the
general public and budding fiction authors,
possibly influencing the literary landscape in
unforeseen ways.
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Oh,  and  who  could  forget  the  delightful
children's TV show "The Magic School Bus,"
where  Ms.  Frizzle  takes  her  class  on
whimsical  adventures,  sometimes  diving
into the microscopic world of biology? While
perhaps not  directly  related to bestsellers,
the  show certainly  brought  the  captivating
world of microbiology to the imaginations of
young viewers, potentially planting seeds of
fascination with microbial realms that could
manifest in later literary preferences.

As  for  cartoon  characters,  SpongeBob
SquarePants,  with  his  job  at  the  Krusty
Krab,  inadvertently  brings  attention  to  the
microscopic  world  of  plankton,  reminding
viewers of the vast and diverse microbial life
forms that often go unnoticed. While not a
direct  endorsement  for  novels,  the
widespread  popularity  of  the  show  might
subtly  influence  public  sentiment  toward
microbial  topics  and,  in  turn,  literary
inclinations.

In  summary,  while  the  literature  on  the
specific correlation between microbiologists
in  North  Carolina  and  New  York  Times
Fiction  Best  Sellers  may  be  scarce,  the
influence  of  science,  microbiology,  and
microbial  concepts  on literary  themes and
societal  preferences  is  undeniable.  These
diverse influences shape readers' interests
and,  consequently,  the  dynamics  of  the
bestseller  list  in  ways  that  may  not  be
immediately  apparent.  As  we  progress
through  this  literature  review  and  beyond,
we aim to unravel the layers of this complex
relationship and present our findings with a
dash of scientific curiosity and a sprinkle of
literary flair.

3. Our approach & methods

To  explore  the  tantalizing  connection
between  the  number  of  microbiologists  in
North Carolina and the presence of titles on
the New York Times Fiction Best Sellers list,
our research team employed a calculated,
yet  whimsical  approach.  Our  methodology

danced  across  the  realms  of  statistical
analysis, data mining, and scholarly inquiry,
much  like  a  microbiologist  performing  an
elegant experiment under the keen scrutiny
of a microscope. 

Data  on  the  number  of  microbiologists  in
North  Carolina  was  sourced  from  the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, with meticulous
attention paid to ensuring the accuracy and
completeness  of  the  information.  We also
obtained  data  on  the  New  York  Times
Fiction  Best  Sellers  list  from  Hawes
Publications,  tiptoeing  through  the
expansive trove of literary accomplishments
much  like  a  character  navigating  the  plot
twists of a riveting novel.

To evaluate the potential link between these
seemingly  distant  fields,  we engaged in  a
rigorous  process  of  data  analysis,
employing  statistical  tools  and  techniques
that were as thorough and meticulous as a
microbiologist's  examination  of  a  bacterial
culture. The years 2003 to 2014 served as
our canvas for this investigation, providing a
substantial  timeframe to observe the ebbs
and  flows  of  microbiological  activity  and
literary acclaim.

The  correlation  between  the  number  of
microbiologists  in  North  Carolina  and  the
frequency of titles on the New York Times
Fiction Best Sellers list was quantified using
robust  statistical  measures,  including
correlation  coefficients  and  hypothesis
testing.  Our  approach  was  as  methodical
and  precise  as  a  scientist  carrying  out  a
series  of  controlled  experiments,  ensuring
that  our  findings  were  rooted  in  sound
statistical principles.

In order to delve deep into the heart of this
unconventional relationship, we employed a
comprehensive  multivariate  analysis,
incorporating  various  factors  such  as
cultural  phenomena, economic trends, and
even the occasional whimsical touch, much
like  a  skillful  novelist  weaving  a  complex,
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multi-layered  story  that  captivates  readers
on multiple levels.

The resulting findings were scrutinized with
the  same level  of  attention  to  detail  as  a
microbiologist  observing  the  behavior  of
microorganisms  under  a  microscope,
ensuring  that  our  interpretations  were  as
nuanced  and  precise  as  the  complex
interactions within a microbial ecosystem.

Our  methodology  emphasized  a  balanced
fusion  of  scholarly  rigor  and  spirited
curiosity,  mirroring  the  way  in  which  a
microbiologist explores the intricate world of
microorganisms while also appreciating the
colorful  tapestry  of  human creativity  found
within the pages of a bestselling novel. This
approach  aimed  to  unravel  the  enigmatic
connection between microbial research and
literary  success,  much  like  a  detective
solving a captivating mystery with a blend of
scientific precision and imaginative flair.

In the subsequent section, we will unveil the
compelling results of our analysis, shedding
light  on  the  intricate  dance  between
microbiologists and bestselling authors,  as
well  as the implications of  our findings for
both the scientific and literary communities.

4. Results

The analysis of the data collected from the
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  Hawes
Publications  for  the  time  period  2003  to
2014 revealed a remarkably high correlation
between  the  number  of  microbiologists  in
North Carolina and the frequency of titles on
the New York Times Fiction Best Sellers list.
The correlation coefficient was calculated to
be  0.8999557,  with  an r-squared value of
0.8099203,  and  a  p-value  less  than  0.01,
indicating  a  statistically  significant
relationship  between  these  seemingly
unrelated variables. 

Our findings suggest that there is a strong
positive association between the presence
of microbiologists in the Tar Heel State and

the literary achievements showcased on the
illustrious list of bestselling fiction titles. The
correlation,  much  like  a  well-crafted  plot
twist,  is  compelling  and  unexpected.  The
accompanying Figure 1 illustrates the clear
relationship  between  the  number  of
microbiologists  and  the  frequency  of  New
York Times Fiction Best Sellers, providing a
visual  representation  of  this  intriguing
association.

It is important to note that while correlation
does not imply causation, the strength of the
relationship observed in our analysis raises
thought-provoking  questions  about  the
potential  influence  of  microbiological
pursuits on the production and consumption
of  literary  works.  This  unexpected
correlation, akin to an unforeseen narrative
development,  presents  an  opportunity  for
further  exploration  and  inquiry  into  the
intricate  interplay  between  the  field  of
microbiology  and  the  realm  of  literary
acclaim.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

5. Discussion

The  results  of  our  study  have  unveiled  a
remarkable correlation between the number
of microbiologists in North Carolina and the
frequency of titles on the New York Times
Fiction  Best  Sellers  list.  This  unexpected
relationship, akin to a surprising plot twist in
a gripping novel, sheds light on the potential
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interplay between the world of microbiology
and  the  realm  of  literary  acclaim.  Our
findings  align  with  prior  research,
showcasing  the  influence  of  scientific
themes  and  societal  factors  on  literary
preferences.

As  we  glance  back  at  the  whimsical
references in the literature review, we find a
curious  resonance  between  the  pediatric
curiosity  stimulated by  "The Magic  School
Bus"  and  the  potential  manifestation  of
microbial  fascination  in  later  literary
inclinations.  Moreover,  who  could  have
guessed that SpongeBob SquarePants, with
his  microscopic  world  of  plankton,  might
subtly  influence  public  sentiment  toward
microbial  topics  and,  in  turn,  literary
inclinations?  While  these  references  may
appear  lighthearted,  they  underline  the
notion  that  seemingly  unrelated  influences
can indeed shape readers' literary interests.

The path to this conclusion was not without
twists and turns, much like the crescendo of
a thriller novel. Our data strongly supports
the  notion  that  the  presence  of
microbiologists  in  North  Carolina  has  a
strong positive association with the literary
achievements showcased on the New York
Times  Fiction  Best  Sellers  list.  The
implications  of  our  findings,  akin  to  a
gripping  plot  development,  prompt  further
investigation  into the intricate dynamics of
this  correlation,  much  like  unraveling  the
layers of a complex narrative.

In  summary,  our  study  contributes  to  the
burgeoning  literature  on  the  unforeseen
influences shaping literary landscapes, with
a hint of scientific curiosity and a sprinkle of
literary  flair.  As  we  navigate  through  this
uncharted  territory  of  intersection  between
microbiology  and  literary  acclaim,  our
research aims to provoke further exploration
and inquiry, just as a well-crafted plot twist
leaves  readers  clamoring  for  the  next
installment.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  has
illuminated  a  remarkable  correlation
between  the  number  of  microbiologists  in
North Carolina and the presence of titles on
the New York Times Fiction Best Sellers list.
The  statistically  significant  correlation
coefficient of 0.8999557 (p < 0.01) suggests
a  connection  that  is  as  intriguing  as  a
literary  cliffhanger.  While  at  first  glance,
microbiology  and  literature  may  seem  as
incongruous  as  a  romance novel  set  in  a
laboratory,  our  findings  urge  a
reconsideration  of  these  seemingly
disparate domains.

The  implications  of  this  unexpected
correlation cannot be overstated; it beckons
researchers to delve into uncharted territory
and  uncover  the  hidden  influences  that
shape  our  cultural  landscape.  This
correlation,  like  a  plot  twist  that  reshapes
the  entire  narrative,  invites  further
exploration  into  the  dynamic  interplay
between  microbial  research  and  literary
acclaim. It may just be that microbiologists
in North Carolina are cultivating more than
just  bacteria;  they  may  be  unknowingly
cultivating  an  environment  conducive  to
literary success as well.

While we acknowledge that correlation does
not  imply  causation,  the  strength  of  the
relationship unveiled in our analysis raises
thought-provoking  questions  about  the
potential  impact  of  microbiological
endeavors on the production and reception
of literary works. It prompts us to ponder if
the  microbes  are  secretly  whispering  plot
ideas  to  the  novelists  or  if  the  literary
prowess of  North Carolina is so infectious
that  it  permeates  even  the  scientific
community.

With  these  findings,  we  submit  that  the
realm  of  microbiology  and  the  world  of
literature  share  a  more  intertwined
relationship than previously imagined. This
study  underscores  the  importance  of
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embracing  unorthodox investigations,  as  it
is  through  such  unconventional  inquiries
that  we  may  unravel  intriguing  and
unexpected  connections.  In  light  of  these
revelations,  we  assert  that  no  further
research  is  needed  in  this  area.  As  Mark
Twain  humorously  stated,  "The  reports  of
my death have been greatly exaggerated,"
but  in  the  case  of  the  unlikely  correlation
between  microbiologists  and  bestselling
novels,  this  report's  conclusion  is  not
exaggerated at all.
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