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Abstract

This paper examines the possible connection between cottage cheese consumption and motor vehicle 
thefts in Ohio. Despite the apparent disparity between these two phenomena, our research delves into the
associations between these seemingly unrelated variables. Utilizing data from the USDA and FBI Criminal
Justice Information Services spanning from 1990 to 2021, our analysis reveals a surprisingly high 
correlation coefficient of 0.9365406 and a significantly low p-value of less than 0.01. Our findings 
challenge conventional wisdom and highlight the tantalizing possibility of an unexplored relationship. We 
invite readers to ponder whether a spike in car crimes is indeed fueled by a surge in cottage cheese 
enjoyment, or if these results are simply a case of "grate" coincidence.
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1. Introduction

The study of human behavior and societal
trends  often  yields  unexpected  and
intriguing  discoveries.  One  such  eyebrow-
raising correlation has come to light in Ohio,
where an unlikely pairing of cottage cheese
consumption  and motor  vehicle  thefts  has
sparked  both  curiosity  and  skepticism.
While  it  may  seem  as  incongruous  as
pairing a fine wine with a slice of American
cheese, our investigation has uncovered a
compelling  statistical  relationship  between
these seemingly disparate variables.

The  prevailing  assumption might  insinuate
that  the  mere  mention  of  cottage  cheese
would  induce  yawns  rather  than  incite
criminal  activity.  Nonetheless,  as
researchers,  we  remain  ever-curious  and
steadfast in our pursuit of knowledge, even
if it  leads us down the quirkier avenues of
academia.  Thus,  with  an  air  of  scholarly
stoicism,  we  cast  our  gazes  toward  the
enigmatic  nexus  between  curdled  dairy
products  and  criminally  inclined  auto
enthusiasts.

As we embark on this scholarly venture, it is
important  to  acknowledge  the  historical
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context  that  has  led  us  to  this  seemingly
preposterous  subject  matter.  The  state  of
Ohio, nestled in the heart of the Midwest, is
renowned  for  its  dairy  production  and,
regrettably,  its  incidence  of  motor  vehicle
thefts. Whether it be the bucolic charm of its
countryside or the urban hustle of its cities,
Ohio  provides  an  ideal  backdrop  for  our
investigation into the possible intertwining of
dairy indulgence and vehicular mischief.

While  the  skepticism  of  our  peers  may
hover  like  a  strong  scent  of  Limburger
cheese,  we approach this  exploration with
methodological  rigor  and  a  hint  of
amusement.  The  adage  "correlation  does
not  imply  causation"  looms  large  in  our
minds, yet our initial analysis has unearthed
a correlation coefficient so compelling that it
could  make  even  the  most  seasoned
statistician raise an intrigued eyebrow.

With a sprinkle of statistical significance and
a dash of  academic  curiosity,  we hope to
shed  light  on this  peculiar  correlation  and
invite the academic community to join us in
pondering the fascinating conundrum before
us.  Our  findings  may  prompt  us  to
reconsider  the  influence  of  dairy  products
on  human  behavior  or  merely  offer  an
entertaining  diversion  from  the  more
predictable  research  pursuits  in  our  field.
Either  way,  we  dare  to  venture  into
unexplored  realms,  armed  with  data,  p-
values,  and  a  penchant  for  intellectual
mischief.

2. Literature Review

The  existing  body  of  literature  on  the
correlation  between  cottage  cheese
consumption  and  motor  vehicle  thefts  in
Ohio  is,  predictably,  rather  sparse.
Nevertheless, a few serious-minded studies
have  ventured  into  the  realm  of  unlikely
associations, albeit with varying degrees of
levity.

Smith and Doe (2010) explore the potential
impact  of  dairy  products  on  criminal
behavior,  touching briefly on the enigmatic
allure of cottage cheese as a possible factor
in  vehicular  mischief.  This  study,  while
earnest in its pursuit of knowledge, provides
only a cursory glance at the particular dairy
product  in  question,  leaving  much  to  be
desired  in  terms  of  depth  and  thorough
analysis.

Perhaps somewhat more whimsically, Jones
(2015) scrutinizes the cultural underpinnings
of  dairy  consumption  and  its  unintended
consequences.  Through  a  socio-
anthropological lens, Jones delves into the
symbolic meanings associated with cottage
cheese  and  its  potential  link  to  nefarious
activities,  producing  a  fascinating,  if  not
entirely convincing, argument.

On  a  more  tangential  note,  "The  Big
Cheese:  The  Economics  and  Politics  of
Dairy  Industries"  by  Lactose  and  Casein
(2008) offers a broader examination of dairy
products  and  their  societal  repercussions.
While  the  focus  remains  primarily  on
economic  and  political  aspects,  the  book
indirectly  addresses  the  omnipresence  of
cheese-related  matters  in  diverse  spheres
of human existence.

In  a  similar  vein,  "The  Wheels  of  Brie:  A
Crime Mystery" by Cheddar Quiche (2020)
provides a fictional account of dairy-related
misdemeanors,  albeit  in  the  form  of  a
lighthearted detective novel. Although purely
a  work  of  fiction,  the  book's  imaginative
treatment  of  cheese-centric  criminality
serves  as  a  curious  reflection  of  societal
fascination with dairy products and unlawful
behavior.

As the literature abounds with tantalizing, if
not  entirely  relevant,  works,  the  academic
community  finds  itself  at  a  crossroads  of
scholarly  pursuit  and  sheer  amusement.
Perhaps the board game "Clue" serves as
an  unintended  metaphor  for  our  current
predicament,  as  researchers  attempt  to
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piece together the unlikely puzzle of cheese
and  criminal  activity,  grappling  with  the
tempting yet confounding question: "Was it
Colonel Mustard with the cottage cheese in
the garage?"

In  the  following  sections,  we  endeavor  to
build  upon  this  slender  foundation  of
existing literature, combining academic rigor
with a pinch of whimsy as we navigate the
uncharted  territory  of  dairy-induced
delinquency  and  its  ties  to  motor  vehicle
thefts in Ohio.

3. Our approach & methods

Data Collection:

The data utilized in this study were derived
from  a  comprehensive  compilation  of
information  spanning  the  years  1990  to
2021. The primary sources of data were the
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture
(USDA)  and  the  Federal  Bureau  of
Investigation  (FBI)  Criminal  Justice
Information  Services.  These  sources  were
mined  for  statistics  on  cottage  cheese
consumption and motor vehicle thefts in the
state of Ohio. Our team scoured the depths
of  the  internet,  navigating  through  a
labyrinth  of  websites  and  databases  to
extract  the  necessary  data,  resembling
intrepid  explorers  charting  unknown
territories,  except  without  the  thrill  of
adventure or the allure of treasure. 

Cottage Cheese Consumption:

To  gauge  the  consumption  of  cottage
cheese,  data from the USDA's agricultural
statistics  database  were  employed.  This
involved  sifting  through  figures  on  dairy
product  consumption,  meticulously
identifying  the  specific  per  capita
consumption  of  cottage  cheese.  Our
forensic  analysis  of  cottage  cheese
consumption traversed decades of statistics
with  the  precision  of  a  dairy  connoisseur
discerning the subtle notes of curdled milk.
The  perusal  of  these  datasets  required  a

keen eye, reminiscent of scrutinizing a fine
cheese for its texture and flavor, albeit in a
more  virtual  and  considerably  less
gastronomically satisfying manner.

Motor Vehicle Thefts:

The occurrences of motor vehicle thefts in
Ohio  were  identified  through  the  FBI
Criminal  Justice  Information Services.  The
data on motor vehicle thefts illuminates the
prevalence of this criminal activity over the
years,  akin  to  shining  a  spotlight  on  the
activities  of  a  group  of  nocturnal  car
enthusiasts  with  nefarious  intentions.  Our
thorough  examination  of  these  datasets
involved rigorous scrutiny of incident reports
and  statistical  summaries,  reminiscent  of
investigative detectives bent  on unraveling
the mysteries of vehicular disappearance. 

Statistical Analysis:

The  statistical  analysis  of  the  relationship
between cottage cheese consumption and
motor  vehicle  thefts  was  conducted  using
advanced techniques, as if we were culinary
scientists concocting an elaborate recipe for
statistical  significance.  The  analysis
included  the  computation  of  correlation
coefficients,  regression  analyses,  and  the
estimation  of  p-values,  akin  to  a
mathematical  dance where the steps (and
missteps) are carefully scrutinized for their
elegance and significance.  The correlation
coefficients were computed to ascertain the
strength  and  direction  of  the  linear
relationship  between  cottage  cheese
consumption  and  motor  vehicle  thefts,
resembling a nuanced tango between dairy
products  and  criminal  endeavors.  The
regression  analyses  aimed  to  model  the
potential  predictive  capacity  of  cottage
cheese  consumption  on  motor  vehicle
thefts, akin to a gambler making calculated
wagers  on  the  outcomes  of  a  dubious
game.

Robustness Checks:
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To ensure  the  robustness  of  our  findings,
sensitivity  analyses  were  conducted  using
alternative  statistical  methodologies  and
data  configurations.  These  checks  were
performed with the diligence of  an artisan
crafting  a  meticulous  sculpture,  each
iteration  honing  and  refining  our
understanding  of  the  relationship  between
cottage  cheese  consumption  and  motor
vehicle  thefts.  The  sensitivity  analyses
provided a valuable lens through which to
appraise the stability of our results, akin to a
pair of spectacles illuminating the nuances
and subtleties of our statistical inferences.

Limitations:

It is important to acknowledge the limitations
of  this  research  endeavor.  The
observational nature of  the data precludes
causal  inferences,  reminding  us  that
correlation does not imply causation, much
like how the presence of a cat in a house
does not  directly lead to an abundance of
yarn. Additionally, while Ohio was the focus
of  this  study,  the  generalizability  of  the
findings to other regions remains uncertain,
emphasizing  the  need  for  cautious
interpretation. Moreover, the complexities of
human  behavior  and  societal  phenomena
defy  simplistic  explanations,  prompting
humility in the face of statistical associations
and academic inquiries.

In  summary,  the  methodological  approach
applied in  this  study entailed the judicious
curation  and  analysis  of  data  related  to
cottage  cheese  consumption  and  motor
vehicle  thefts,  with  statistical  rigor  and
academic  conscientiousness  guiding  our
scholarly pursuits.

4. Results

The  data  analysis  conducted  on  the
relationship  between  cottage  cheese
consumption  and  motor  vehicle  thefts  in
Ohio from 1990 to 2021 yielded some quite
surprising results. The correlation coefficient

between these two variables was calculated
to  be  0.9365406,  indicating  a  remarkably
strong positive correlation. This unexpected
link teases the imagination and encourages
contemplation of the potential mechanisms
underlying this peculiar association.

Furthermore,  the  r-squared  value  of
0.8771084  suggests  that  approximately
87.71%  of  the  variability  in  motor  vehicle
thefts  can  be  explained  by  changes  in
cottage  cheese  consumption.  This
substantial  proportion beckons us to delve
deeper into the intriguing interplay between
dairy  preferences  and  criminal  proclivities.
The  statistical  significance  of  this
correlation, with a p-value of less than 0.01,
adds weight to the argument that there may
be more to this dairy-crime connection than
meets the eye.

Notably,  the  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  illustrates
the  robust  relationship  between  cottage
cheese  consumption  and  motor  vehicle
thefts, serving as a visual testament to the
surprising  findings  uncovered  in  this
investigation.  The  visual  representation
captures  the  essence  of  the  correlation,
compelling  viewers  to  ponder  the  curious
intermingling  of  dairy  products  and
delinquent behavior. Perhaps we should not
be quick to dismiss the potential impact of
cottage cheese on the criminal aspirations
of  Ohio's  denizens  –  after  all,  who  would
have thought that a dairy product could be
implicated in something other than calcium
intake?
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  conclusion,  the  results  of  this  study
challenge conventional wisdom and prompt
contemplation  of  the  manifold  and  often
perplexing  influences  on  human  behavior.
The tantalizing possibility of an unexplored
relationship  between  cottage  cheese
consumption  and  motor  vehicle  thefts
beckons  further  investigation,  nudging  the
boundaries  of  scholarly  inquiry  into
unexpected and, dare we say, "cheddar-ing"
territory.

5. Discussion

The results of this study provide compelling
evidence  of  a  strong  positive  correlation
between cottage cheese consumption and
motor  vehicle  thefts  in  Ohio.  Despite  the
initial skepticism regarding the plausibility of
such a connection, our findings support and
build upon the slender foundation of existing
literature in this unlikely domain.

The  literature  review,  while  lighthearted at
times,  revealed  a  modest  collection  of
previous  works  that  dared  to  explore  the
potential  ties  between  dairy  consumption
and criminal activity. Although these studies
were not entirely serious in their treatment
of  the  subject  matter,  our  results  lend
credence  to  the  notion  that  there  may
indeed be more to the relationship between
cottage cheese and car crimes than mere
whimsy.  The  whimsical  musings  of  prior
researchers,  while  not  entirely  convincing,

set  the  stage  for  our  investigation  and
prompted  us  to  delve  deeper  into  this
uncharted territory.

Our  statistical  analysis,  with  a  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9365406  and  a  p-value  of
less than 0.01, unmistakably demonstrates
a  robust  link  between  these  seemingly
disparate variables. The r-squared value of
0.8771084 further underlines the substantial
influence of cottage cheese consumption on
the variability  of  motor  vehicle thefts.  This
unexpected  connection  challenges
conventional wisdom and invites additional
scrutiny  into  the  potential  mechanisms
driving this correlation.

The scatterplot,  as  presented in  Figure  1,
visually  encapsulates  the  surprising
relationship  uncovered  in  this  study.  This
visual representation serves as a poignant
reminder  that  sometimes,  the  unlikeliest
pairings  can  yield  the  most  compelling
insights.  The robustness of  the correlation
depicted  in  the  scatterplot  prompts  us  to
reconsider  our  preconceptions  and
recognize the possibility that cottage cheese
consumption  may  indeed  play  a  role  in
shaping criminal proclivities.

In essence, our findings affirm the intriguing
premise  that  dairy  products,  particularly
cottage  cheese,  may  exert  a  hitherto
unacknowledged  influence  on  criminal
activities.  The  whimsical  allure  of  unlikely
associations, as humorously hinted at in the
literature  review,  has  led  us  to  a  deeper
understanding of the multifaceted influences
on human behavior. We must acknowledge
that the "whey" forward in our exploration of
dairy-induced  delinquency  is  riddled  with
curious surprises, and it is with a sense of
scholarly  duty  and  perhaps  a  touch  of
cheese-induced merriment that we embark
on this intriguing journey.

6. Conclusion
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In  conclusion,  the  findings  of  this  study
present a compelling case for the surprising
nexus  between  cottage  cheese
consumption  and  motor  vehicle  thefts  in
Ohio. The robust correlation coefficient and
statistical  significance  of  the  relationship
cannot be ignored, prompting us to ponder
the  curious  interplay  between  dairy
indulgence  and  unlawful  automotive
endeavors. Such an unexpected association
challenges  our  preconceived  notions  and
tickles the scholarly imagination, much like
discovering an aged Gouda in the back of
the fridge.

While some may raise their eyebrows at the
notion  of  cottage  cheese  wielding  such
influence,  the  data  speaks  for  itself,
imploring us to consider the potential impact
of  curdled  dairy  on  criminal  inclinations.
Could it  be that  a fervent  love for  cottage
cheese  leads  one  down  a  path  of  car-
related  transgressions?  The  enigma
persists,  leaving  us  both  bemused  and
intrigued by the tantalizing prospect of dairy
products  playing  an  unforeseen  role  in
societal deviance.

The  implications  of  this  study  extend
beyond  the  realms  of  Ohio,  beckoning
further  inquiry  into  the  unexpected
ramifications  of  dairy  consumption  on
human behavior. However, it is essential to
approach  these  findings  with  a  measured
sense of humor, for it is not every day that
one's  academic  pursuits  lead  them  to
contemplate the influence of cheese curds
on vehicle larceny. 

With  that  said,  it  is  our  scholarly  duty  to
acknowledge that no further research in this
domain  is  necessary,  as  our  investigation
into  this  peculiar  correlation  has
undoubtedly  curd-led  to  thought-provoking
conclusions.
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