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A Correlational Study in the District of Columbia
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This paper delves into the unexpected connection between the frequency of Google
searches for "desktop background" and the incidence of robberies in the District of
Columbia. Combining data from FBI Criminal Justice Information Services and Google
Trends, our research team scrutinized the relationship between these seemingly disparate
phenomena. The results astounded us as we uncovered a remarkably strong correlation
coefficient of 0.9486691 and a p-value less than 0.01 from 2007 to 2022. This study sheds
light on a whimsical yet intriguing relationship that has hitherto been overlooked in the
field of criminology. We invite readers to delve into our findings with a curious raised
eyebrow and perhaps a chuckle, as we unravel the curious interplay between digital
diversions and criminal excursions.

Welcome, fellow researchers and pun enthusiasts, to
a world where criminals and computer backgrounds
collide! In this paper, we embark on an exhilarating
journey to uncover the unlikely nexus between
robberies in the District of Columbia and the
innocuous act of searching for "desktop
background" on the almighty Google. As we delve
into this unexpected relationship, prepare to be
amused, astonished, and possibly confounded by the
whimsical findings we have unearthed.

As intrepid investigators, we often find ourselves
knee-deep in data, swimming through statistics, and
doing our best to avoid drowning in p-values. Yet,
even the most seasoned research rangers could not
have predicted stumbling upon a correlation so
curious and captivating. Picture this: a trove of FBI
crime data gleaming on one side, while a cascade of
Google search queries for pixelated landscapes and
cute kittens cascades on the other. Who would have
thought that these seemingly unrelated entities
could dance in statistical harmony?

Now, before you raise your eyebrows and question
the sanity of this study, let us assure you that our
foray into this uncharted territory was not without
purpose. As scientists of mirth and measurement,
we take our statistical tinkering seriously — but not
too seriously! So, sit back, relax, and prepare to
accompany us on this merry expedition through the
interplay of digital divertissements and criminal
escapades. With a sprinkle of humor and a dash of
curiosity, let us unravel the enigmatic connection
between "desktop background" searches and a surge
in felonious misdeeds.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Smith and Doe (2015) conducted a comprehensive
study on the factors contributing to urban crime
rates, including the impact of digital influences on
criminal behavior. Their rigorous analysis delved
into various online activities and their potential
correlation with criminal incidents. While their
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focus was not specifically on Google searches for
"desktop background,” their findings hinted at the
untapped potential of exploring seemingly frivolous
online pursuits in relation to criminal activities.

Jones (2018) further expanded on this line of
inquiry, exploring the behavioral patterns associated
with digital media consumption and its potential
effects on criminal tendencies. While Jones' work
primarily centered on the broader spectrum of
digital engagement, the implications for specific
search queries such as "desktop background"”
remained tantalizingly unexplored.

Moving beyond the confines of criminology
literature, books like "The Power of Habit" by
Charles Duhigg and "Freakonomics" by Steven D.
Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner have highlighted the
intricate interplay of seemingly unrelated factors in
shaping human behavior and societal trends. These
works serve as a reminder that correlations can
often lurk in unexpected places, waiting to be
unearthed by inquisitive minds.

In the realm of fiction, tales of intrigue and
investigation such as "The Curious Incident of the
Dog in the Night-Time" by Mark Haddon and "The
Girl with the Dragon Tattoo" by Stieg Larsson
amplify the allure of uncovering enigmatic
connections in seemingly disparate phenomena.
While these literary works may not directly relate to
our empirical pursuit, they kindle the spirit of
curiosity and tenacity needed to explore
unconventional correlations.

Beyond the traditional troves of academic literature,
our research team ventured into unconventional
sources of insight, including perusing grocery store
receipts, deciphering cryptic messages hidden in
crossword puzzles, and decoding the intricacies of
fortune cookies. While these pursuits may seem far-
fetched, they serve as a testament to our
commitment to unearthing unexpected correlations
through unconventional means.

METHODOLOGY

To uncover the perplexing correlation between
desktop background searches and robbery rates in
the District of Columbia, our research team
employed a mix of statistical analysis, digital
sleuthing, and a healthy dose of good humor. Strap
in, because the scientific rollercoaster is about to
take off!

First, armed with our trusty laptops and a plethora
of caffeinated beverages, we gathered data on
robbery rates from the venerable FBI Criminal
Justice Information Services. We dove headfirst into
the sea of crime statistics, navigating the waves of
larceny and the eddies of embezzlement to extract
the relevant data for our analysis. With a gleam in
our eyes and a spreadsheet at the ready, we
meticulously cataloged the incidence of robberies in
the District of Columbia from 2007 to 2022.

Simultaneously, we embarked on a digital
expedition through the virtual corridors of Google
Trends. Our mission: to track the frequency of
searches for "desktop background" with the
precision of a data-wrangling Sherlock Holmes. We
combed through mountains of search queries,
braving the occasional avalanche of cat memes and
scenic landscapes, in order to capture the nuances of
desktop background inquiries over the same time
period.

With data in hand, we donned our virtual lab coats
and unleashed the formidable power of statistical
analysis upon our findings. Armed with the trusty
tools of correlation coefficients and p-values, we set
out to unravel the mysteries that lay hidden within
the numerical tapestry of our data.

Naturally, no scientific pursuit is complete without a
touch of whimsy. Hence, we engaged in a bit of
statistical tomfoolery to ensure that our analysis
remained as lighthearted as it was rigorous. We
sprinkled our research process with a liberal dose of
puns, goofy observations, and the occasional
witticism, all in the name of keeping the scientific
spirit light and lively.

So, with spreadsheets brimming with crime data and
graphs teeming with search trends, we set out to
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forge new paths in the scientific landscape. Armed
with curiosity and a healthy appreciation for
statistical oddities, we scrutinized the unexpected
relationship between desktop background searches
and the infamous exploits of robbers in the District
of Columbia. Join us as we navigate the thrilling
terrain where data analysis and drollery intersect,
and together unravel the enigmatic connection
between the digital realm and the realm of felonious
escapades.

RESULTS

The culmination of our whimsical foray into the
unexpected nexus between searching for "desktop
background" and the perpetration of robberies in the
District of Columbia has yielded both surprising
and amusing results. Through the careful analysis of
data spanning from 2007 to 2022, we unearthed a
striking correlation coefficient of 0.9486691. This
correlation value bears testament to the intriguing
relationship between these seemingly disparate
variables. In simpler terms, it seems that as interest
in sprucing up digital desktops surged, so did the
incidence of robberies.

Further bolstering the robustness of our findings,
the r-squared value of 0.8999730 indicates that a
whopping 89.9973% of the variance in the robbery
rate can be explained by changes in the frequency
of Google searches for "desktop background." One
might say that the correlation is as strong as an
impregnable firewall guarding against skepticism.

The statistical analysis also revealed a p-value less
than 0.01, underscoring the significant association
between these unlikely bedfellows. This stringent
threshold for statistical significance might lead one
to wonder if, in fact, behind every great theft lies an
innocent search for the perfect desktop adornment.
This finding certainly gives new meaning to
"stealing the spotlight"” in the digital universe.

Years 2007-2022, r=0.949, p<0.01

Robberies in District of
Columbia

Zb 4‘0 6‘0 Sb
Google searches for 'desktop
background'

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In Fig. 1, the scatterplot visually encapsulates this
unlikely correlation, showcasing the undeniable
affection between desktop décor enthusiasts and
those with a penchant for unauthorized acquisition.
The convergence of these two data streams forms a
delightful dance, much like a keyboard cat video
playing in sync with a comic depiction of a bandit’s
escapade.

These findings defy the conventional wisdom
prevalent in criminology and digital culture,
sparking delight and amusement as we navigate the
uncharted waters where criminal capers and
computer aesthetics collide. We invite our readers to
join us in unraveling this curious interplay with a
lighthearted spirit of inquiry. As we conclude this
section, we are left contemplating the age-old
question: is the allure of a captivating desktop
background potent enough to tempt even the most
hardened criminal?

DISCUSSION

The results of our study not only captivate the mind
but also tickle the funny bone as we unravel the
unexpected connection between desktop
background searches and robbery rates in the
District of Columbia. Our findings not only
supported but also elevated the prior research
conducted by Smith and Doe (2015) and Jones
(2018). The robust correlation coefficient of
0.9486691 and a p-value less than 0.01 that we
unearthed danced to the same tune as the whispers
of untapped potential in the previous literature.
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Who would have thought that the pursuit of the
perfect digital backdrop could share such a strong
affection with the uptick in theft? It seems that the
digital world and the real world are not as distant
cousins as we might have thought. Our results
validate the premise that seemingly frivolous online
pursuits can indeed have a significant impact on
criminal activities, echoing the sentiments of Smith
and Doe (2015) and Jones (2018). Perhaps the
allure of a mesmerizing desktop scene is potent
enough to tempt even the most hardened criminal,
leading to a surge in robberies that parallels the
surge in desktop background searches.

Our r-squared value of 0.8999730 illustrates that a
staggering 89.9973% of the variance in the robbery
rate can be explained by changes in the frequency
of Google searches for "desktop background." This
strong relationship is as reliable as a well-encrypted
password protecting valuable data, defying the
conventional wisdom prevalent in both criminology
and the digital sphere. The scatterplot of our data
visually encapsulates this surprising union, forming
a captivating dance akin to a cat video synchronized
with a comic depiction of a bandit’s escapade.

As we navigate these uncharted waters where
criminal capers and computer aesthetics collide, we
are left pondering whether behind every significant
theft lies an innocent search for the perfect desktop
adornment. Our study adds a whimsical twist to the
realm of criminology and digital culture,
encouraging a lighthearted spirit of inquiry. It is a
reminder that correlations can often lurk in
unexpected places, waiting to be unearthed by
inquisitive minds. We invite our readers to delve
into these peculiar findings with a curious raised
eyebrow and a chuckle, embracing the enigmatic
allure of unearthing unconventional connections.

In the end, our study leaves us contemplating the
captivating question: can the quest for a captivating
desktop background truly hold sway over criminal
tendencies, or is this just a mere statistical fluke,
akin to stumbling upon a rare meme in the vast
expanse of the internet?

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our journey through the whimsical
world of "desktop background" searches and the
ebb and flow of robberies in the District of
Columbia has left us with a deeper appreciation for
the unexpected quirkiness of statistical relations.
The remarkably strong correlation coefficient of
0.9486691 and a dazzlingly low p-value have thrust
these unlikely bedfellows into the limelight of
academic fascination. One can't help but wonder if
every felonious escapade is but a pixelated mirage
in the digital ether.

As we bid adieu to this zany escapade, we are
compelled to assert that no further research is
needed in this delightful territory. For as the old
adage goes, "Statistical correlations and criminal
inclinations make for strange bedfellows indeed!"
We hope this study has brought not only newfound
knowledge but also a hearty chuckle to all who have
embarked on this oddball expedition with us.
Remember, the world of research might be serious,
but there's always room for a bit of statistical wit
and criminal pun-ditry!
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