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Abstract

Our study delves into the quirky world of name popularity and its curious ties to violent activity. Using data
from the US Social Security Administration and the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, our 
research team set out to answer one burning question: Is there a connection between the prevalence of 
the name Gerard and arson incidents in Illinois? Armed with statistical analysis and a relentless appetite 
for puns, we unearthed some surprising findings that are sure to ignite both curiosity and laughter. After 
crunching the numbers, we uncovered a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9089884 and a p-value of less
than 0.01 from 1985 to 2022. This statistical sizzle suggests a strong positive association between the 
popularity of the name Gerard and the incidence of arson in the Land of Lincoln. Our findings spark the 
humorous hypothesis that perhaps there's something about the name Gerard that sets hearts and fires 
ablaze. As our research team delved deeper into the data, we couldn't resist the temptation to crack a dad
joke or two. After all, when studying the correlation between a fiery crime and a fiery name, puns are 
simply too tantalizing to extinguish. Our data sizzled, sizzled, and popped, revealing a surprising trend 
that may just kindle a chuckle or two. In conclusion, our lighthearted study sheds a comical light on the 
curious link between the popularity of the name Gerard and the incendiary crime of arson in Illinois. While 
our findings may prompt many raised eyebrows and a smattering of laughter, they also emphasize the 
delightfully unpredictable nature of statistical relationships. So, the next time you encounter a Gerard, it 
might be wise to keep a close eye on the nearest fire extinguisher - just in case.
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1. Introduction

Research in the field of social sciences has
often  shed  light  on  unexpected  and
seemingly whimsical correlations. From the
relationship  between  ice  cream sales  and
drowning  incidents  to  the  curious
connection between the number of Nicolas
Cage  films  released  and  swimming  pool
accidents,  the  world  of  statistical  analysis
never fails to surprise. However, amidst this
sea of statistical whimsy, few studies have
dared  to  explore  the  peculiar  nexus
between the popularity of a given first name
and criminal behavior. This leads us to ask:
what  sort  of  fiery  findings  might  emerge
when delving into the world of first  names
and the blazing crime of arson?

It is said that a name can define a person,
but can it also inflame criminal tendencies?
To address this tantalizing question, we set
our sights on the state of Illinois,  a region
known for its rich history, diverse population,
and  an  unfortunate  penchant  for  fiery
incidents.  Could  there  be  a  connection
between the rise and fall  of the first name
Gerard  and  the  crackling  occurrences  of
arson in the Prairie State? As we embarked
on  our  quest  for  knowledge,  we  couldn't
help but feel a flicker of excitement at the
prospect  of  uncovering  a  correlation  that
might  set  statistical  hearts  -  and  perhaps
even a few fire hydrants - ablaze.

As  we  traversed  the  data  landscape,  we
inevitably  stumbled  upon  a  flame  of
curiosity.  The  historical  popularity  of  the
name Gerard has ebbed and flowed like the
dance of a flickering flame, and our analysis
sought to illuminate whether this fluctuation
might bear any relation to the prevalence of
arson incidents in Illinois.  Our journey into
the world of statistics and nomenclature was
not without its fair share of chuckles, as we
couldn't  resist  the  urge  to  toss  in  the
occasional  pun  or  two.  After  all,  when
deciphering  correlations  between  fiery
monikers and fiery crimes, a wry quip or a
clever turn of phrase is just the kindling we

need  to  keep  the  research  fires  burning
bright.

In the pages that follow, we will  unfurl the
findings  of  our  investigation,  combining
rigorous statistical analyses with a sprinkling
of humor and wordplay. Our mission is not
only  to  broaden  our  understanding  of
statistical relationships but also to kindle a
few grins along the way. So, buckle up and
prepare for a journey into the world of name
popularity, criminal phenomena, and a dash
of  statistical  merriment.  After  all,  in  the
words of a famous fire chief, "Where there's
smoke, there's jokes!"

2. Literature Review

In his seminal work "The Popularity of Given
Names," Dr. Leslie Dunkling expounds upon
the  intriguing  patterns  of  naming
conventions,  delving  into  the  cultural,
historical, and social factors that shape the
ebb  and  flow  of  specific  monikers
throughout  time.  While  Dr.  Dunkling's
research primarily  focuses on the  broader
trends of name popularity, it sets the stage
for  our  investigation  into  the  curious
correlation  between  the  prevalence  of  the
name Gerard and arson incidents in Illinois.

Dunkling's  thorough  exploration  of  naming
trends  provides  a  solid  foundation  for
understanding  the  nuanced  landscape  of
nomenclature.  However,  when it  comes to
the  fiery  antics  of  arson  and  the  sizzling
name of Gerard, a different kind of spark is
needed to ignite the conversation.

Enter "The Name Book" by Dorothy Astoria
- an encyclopedic collection of names with
rich  historical  and  cultural  significance.
While Astoria's work may not explicitly touch
upon  the  incendiary  implications  of  a
particular  name, it  offers a comprehensive
glimpse into the colorful tapestry of names
and their potential impact on the individuals
who  bear  them.  It  ignites  the  imagination
and  provides  fertile  ground  for  pondering
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the  combustible  connection  between  the
name Gerard and the fiery crime of arson.

Blazing  a  slightly  different  trail,  "Baby
Names  for  Dummies"  by  Margaret  Rose
eloquently navigates the labyrinth of naming
conventions, offering practical advice and a
touch  of  humor  to  prospective  parents.
While  Rose's  work  is  geared  towards
expectant  mothers  and  fathers,  her
insightful  musings  on  the  significance  of
names  in  shaping  one's  identity  offer  a
flickering spark of insight into the potential
influence  of  a  name like  Gerard  on one's
propensity for pyromania.

Taking a wild leap into the realm of fiction,
"Fahrenheit  451"  by  Ray  Bradbury
immerses  readers  in  a  dystopian  world
where books are burned and the flame of
knowledge is under siege. Though the titular
temperature refers to the autoignition point
of  paper,  one  cannot  help  but  wonder  if
there's a metaphorical element at play here
- a fire sparked by a certain name, perhaps?

Now, let's venture into the realm of beloved
childhood  cartoons  and  shows.  "Fireman
Sam,"  an  animated  series  featuring  a
courageous firefighter named Sam, serves
as  a  lighthearted  reminder  of  the  noble
individuals who stand ready to combat the
flames. Could it be that a name like Gerard,
with its potential  fiery connotations,  stokes
the flames of mischief in a manner contrary
to  the  valiant  spirit  embodied  by  Fireman
Sam?

And  who  could  forget  "Inspector  Gadget,"
the bumbling yet endearing detective whose
escapades  often  involve  unraveling
perplexing cases, occasionally tinged with a
touch  of  comedic  chaos?  In  our  quest  to
untangle the enigmatic relationship between
the name Gerard and arson in Illinois, one
cannot help but draw a whimsical parallel to
Inspector  Gadget's  capers,  albeit  with  a
fiery twist.

So, as we navigate the labyrinth of literature
and cultural touchstones, we find ourselves

at the precipice of an illuminating journey –
one  that  promises  to  shed  light  on  the
unexpected  intersection  of  nomenclature
and unlawful combustion. In the words of a
certain famous firefighter, "It's getting hot in
here!"

3. Our approach & methods

To quench our thirst for data, our research
team delved into the vast archives of the US
Social  Security  Administration,  where  the
names database offered a treasure trove of
insights  into  the  ebbs  and  flows  of
popularity. We combed through decades of
records,  analyzing  the  frequency  of  the
name Gerard from 1985 to 2022. The data,
like  a  well-stoked  fire,  revealed  the
undulating  waves  of  popularity  that  the
moniker Gerard experienced over the years.

In addition to scrutinizing the vicissitudes of
name popularity, we turned our attention to
the  FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information
Services, where incident reports of arson in
Illinois awaited our perusal. With a keen eye
for detail, we meticulously sifted through the
data, cataloging the incidents of arson from
1985 to 2022. Like a detective searching for
clues,  we  sought  to  unveil  any  potential
correlation between the fluctuating tides of
Gerard  and  the  flickering  occurrences  of
arson in the Prairie State.

To spice  up  our  analysis,  we employed a
variety  of  statistical  methods  that  would
make  even  the  most  ardent  number-
cruncher  do a double take.  We calculated
the  correlation  coefficient  to  measure  the
strength  and  direction  of  the  linear
relationship  between  the  popularity  of  the
name Gerard and the incidence of arson in
Illinois.  The sizzle of  excitement in  the air
was palpable as we anticipated uncovering
a  statistical  revelation  that  would  set  the
research world ablaze.

Given the temporal nature of our data, we
employed a time-series analysis to examine

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



how the prevalence of the name Gerard and
the frequency of arson incidents waxed and
waned  over  the  years.  This  approach
allowed us to capture the dynamic interplay
between  these  variables  and  discern  any
patterns that might have otherwise escaped
our detection. As we navigated the labyrinth
of  statistical  analysis,  we  couldn't  resist
throwing  in  a  pun  or  two  to  liven  up  the
process.  After  all,  when  unraveling  the
enigmatic relationship between a name and
a crime, a well-timed jest can ignite the spirit
of inquiry.

Aiming  to  leave  no  statistical  stone
unturned,  we  subjected  our  findings  to
rigorous  hypothesis  testing,  seeking  to
determine the significance of the observed
correlation  between the name Gerard  and
arson incidents in Illinois. Our p-values were
scrutinized  with  laser-like  focus,  and  the
results, like a punchline delivered at just the
right  moment,  elicited  both  surprise  and
laughter.  The statistical  bonfire we kindled
underscored the significance of our findings
and set the stage for a lively discussion of
our results.

In  summary,  our  methodology,  like a  well-
crafted jest, blended the spirit of inquiry with
a  touch  of  whimsy,  as  we  marshaled  the
forces of statistical analysis to shed light on
the  curious  relationship  between  the
popularity  of  the  name  Gerard  and  the
incendiary crime of arson in Illinois. With our
data  in  hand,  we  kindled  the  flame  of
discovery  and  prepared  to  share  our
findings  with  the  world,  knowing  that  our
research  would  spark  both  intrigue  and
amusement.

4. Results

Our  findings,  akin  to  a  well-stoked  fire,
revealed a scorching correlation coefficient
of 0.9089884 between the popularity of the
first  name  Gerard  and  the  incidence  of
arson  in  Illinois  from  1985  to  2022.  This
statistical  blaze  of  glory  signifies  a  robust

positive  association  between  the  two
variables,  causing one to ponder if  there's
something  about  the  name  Gerard  that
ignites both hearts and fires.

Fig.  1  (to  be  included)  provides  a  visual
representation of this fiery relationship. The
scatterplot  unmistakably  demonstrates  the
strong  positive  correlation  between  the
popularity  of  the  name  Gerard  and  the
occurrence of arson incidents in Illinois. As
the  saying  goes,  a  picture  is  worth  a
thousand words,  and in  this  case,  it  quite
literally captures the burning essence of our
research findings.

Now,  onto  a  joke to keep the mood light:
Why don't we ever tell  secrets on a farm?
Because  the  potatoes  have  eyes  and  the
corn  has  ears!  Speaking  of  secrets,  it
seems  the  relationship  between  name
popularity and criminal behavior is no longer
an enigma, and the name Gerard may just
be the spark that sets the statistical  world
ablaze.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Furthermore,  our  analysis  yielded  an  r-
squared value of 0.8262598, signifying that
over 82% of the variation in arson incidents
in Illinois can be attributed to the popularity
of the name Gerard. This statistic packs a
punch  almost  as  fiery  as  the  4th  of  July
fireworks,  and  certainly  adds  fuel  to  the
argument for the veracity of our findings.
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We’ll  wrap  up  these  results  with  another
pun: Statistics is a lot like a wok – toss in a
few variables, stir in some humor, and voila,
you've got yourself a sizzling study! But in
all  seriousness,  our  lighthearted
investigation  ignites  both  curiosity  and
amusement,  prompting  us  to  approach
statistical  relationships  with  a  sense  of
wonder and, of course, a dash of whimsy.

5. Discussion

Our  study's  sizzling  findings  not  only  add
fuel  to  the  fiery  connection  between  the
name Gerard and arson in Illinois but also
serve as a reminder that statistical analysis
can be as unpredictable and amusing as a
whimsical chemistry experiment. Our results
not  only  align with prior  research but  also
shed new light on the blazing link between
nomenclature  and  unlawful  combustion,
sparking  questions  and  laughter  in  equal
measure.

When we revisit  the  literature review,  it  is
clear  that  the  works  of  Dunkling,  Astoria,
and  Rose  lay  the  groundwork  for  our
investigation.  While  their  explorations  into
the cultural and social implications of names
may  have  seemed  lighthearted  at  first
glance, our findings breathe new life into the
potential  impact  of  a  name,  igniting  a
vigorous  debate  about  the  influence  of
nomenclature on criminal tendencies. Who
knew that something as innocent as a name
could kindle such a heated discussion?

Our findings align with previous research on
the topic, lighting a path towards a deeper
understanding of the mysterious and often
bizarre connections that statistical analysis
can uncover. Just as the works of Dunkling
and  Astoria  delve  into  the  cultural  and
historical  significance  of  names,  our
research has kindled a renewed interest in
the potential  influence of  certain  monikers
on criminal behavior. It seems that the sizzle
of statistical  analysis can ignite a flame of

curiosity  and  humor  in  even  the  most
unexpected relationships.

As  we  navigate  the  uncharted  territory  of
statistical relationships and name popularity,
our study serves as a lighthearted reminder
that  seemingly  obscure  connections  can
yield hilariously unexpected correlations. In
the  same  way  that  "Fireman  Sam"  and
"Inspector  Gadget"  provided  a  whimsical
lens through which to view our investigation,
our findings add a touch of comedic chaos
to  the  typically  serious  world  of  statistical
analysis, sparking laughter and curiosity in
equal measure.

In conclusion,  our  playful  investigation  not
only  fans  the  flames  of  curiosity  but  also
highlights  the  delightfully  unpredictable
nature of statistical relationships. With a nod
to the whimsy of  statistical  analysis and a
sizzling sense of humor, our study serves as
a lighthearted reminder that even the most
unexpected correlations can spark laughter
and ignite new avenues of inquiry. So, the
next time you encounter a Gerard, keep in
mind  that  there  may  be  more  to  a  name
than  meets  the  eye -  perhaps  a  spark  of
mischief  or  even  a  flare  for  statistical
surprises.

6. Conclusion

In  summation,  our  scorching  study
unearthed a fiery relationship between the
popularity of the first name Gerard and the
incidence  of  arson  in  Illinois.  With  a
correlation  coefficient  that  blazed  like  a
bonfire and an r-squared value hotter than a
summer  barbecue,  our  findings  suggest  a
sizzling  connection  between  this  fiery
moniker  and  the  criminal  phenomenon  of
arson.

To inject  a touch of  levity,  let's throw in a
dad joke: Why did the statistician go to the
beach?  To  test  the  waters!  Similarly,  our
research  tested  the  statistical  waters  and
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made  waves  with  its  unexpected  and
amusing results. 

As  our  investigation  draws  to  a  close,  it
becomes  clear  that  no  more  research  is
needed in this area. Our study has not only
illuminated  a  fascinating  statistical
relationship  but  also  added  a  spark  of
humor  to  the  often  serious  world  of
empirical inquiry. So, the next time you meet
a Gerard in Illinois, it might be wise to keep
a fire extinguisher handy - you never know
when statistical relationships might just set
the  world  aglow  with  a  dash  of  statistical
merriment.
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