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Abstract

This paper provides a riveting analysis of the relationship between the cultivation of genetically modified 
organism (GMO) corn in the Land of 10,000 Lakes and the size of the legal profession in the United 
States. Utilizing data from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the American Bar 
Association (ABA), a rigorous examination was undertaken to unravel the potential ties between the 
proliferation of GMO corn in Minnesota and the burgeoning ranks of the legal community. Surprisingly, the
findings revealed a notable correlation coefficient of 0.9824752, with a significance level of p < 0.01, for 
the period spanning from 2000 to 2022. Despite the initial skepticism surrounding this unexpected and 
somewhat corny connection, the results showcased a compelling and robust relationship worthy of further
investigation. While the causality behind this correlation remains shrouded in mystery, it certainly sparks 
amusing speculations and kernel of inspiration for future scholars to peel back the layers of this intriguing 
correlation.
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1. Introduction Corn, often referred to as "the golden crop,"
has been a staple in the diet of countless
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civilizations for centuries. In the modern era,
the  cultivation  of  corn  has  experienced  a
revolution  with  the  adoption  of  genetically
modified organism (GMO) technology. This
technological  advance  has  not  only
transformed the agricultural  landscape  but
has also managed to pique the curiosity of
researchers  with  its  potential  ramifications
beyond  the  fields  of  grain.  Among  the
unexpected  and  somewhat  "corny"
connections,  the  correlation  between  the
cultivation of  GMO corn in  Minnesota and
the number of lawyers in the United States
has emerged as a subject of intrigue.

The legal profession, often associated with
courtroom drama and the pursuit of justice,
stands  as  an  unlikely  partner  to  the
seemingly  mundane  practice  of  planting
GMO corn.  However,  as  the saying goes,
"you can't make an omelet without breaking
eggs," and in this case, one may need to sift
through  the  corn  husks  to  uncover  the
kernels  of  truth  behind  this  curious
association.

Despite  the  initial  skepticism  surrounding
the  idea  that  GMO  corn  cultivation  could
influence  the size  of  the  legal  community,
the  data  analysis  conducted  in  this  study
aims to unravel  the kernel  of  truth behind
this  correlation.  We  embarked  on  this
investigation with a healthy dose of curiosity
and  a  willingness  to  both  peel  back  the
layers  and  plant  the  seeds  of  knowledge
pertaining to this unique relationship.  After
all, in the world of research, it's always wise
to keep an ear to the ground, even if it's a
field of genetically modified corn.

In this  paper,  we delve into the nitty-gritty
details of the data collected from the United
States  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)
and the American Bar Association (ABA) to
shed light  on this  unexpected relationship.
The  statistical  analysis  uncovered  a
correlation coefficient of 0.9824752, with a
significance level of p < 0.01, for the period
spanning from 2000 to 2022.  This  finding,
while surprising, opened a proverbial can of

worms  that  beckoned  us  to  explore  the
potential  causation  or  mere  coincidence
behind this "corny" correlation.

As we embark on this  intellectual  journey,
we  acknowledge  the  inherent  humor  and
unexpected  twists  in  the  research
landscape.  While  the  causality  behind  the
correlation between GMO corn cultivation in
Minnesota and the number of lawyers in the
United States remains shrouded in mystery,
the seeds of curiosity planted by this study
undoubtedly  provide  fodder  for  amusing
speculation  and  potential  future
investigations.  Let  the  kernels  of  curiosity
and  the  courtroom  drama  unravel  as  we
venture  into  the  heart  of  this  fascinating
correlation.  After  all,  in  the  world  of
research, every kernel of truth counts, even
if it's nestled among the rows of GMO corn.

2. Literature Review

     The notion of uncovering a relationship
between seemingly unrelated phenomena is
not anew in the annals of academic inquiry.
Researchers have long sought to elucidate
the connections between variables that,  at
first glance, may appear to be as disparate
as  apples  and  oranges.  In  their  study,
"Maize and Malpractice: Unearthing Unlikely
Associations,"  Smith  and  Doe  (2015)
undertook a thorough investigation into the
correlation  between  the  cultivation  of
genetically  modified  organism (GMO) corn
in  specific  regions  and  the  prevalence  of
legal  professionals  in  a  national  context.
Their findings yielded initial insights into this
curious  correlation,  paving  the  way  for  a
more  nuanced  exploration  into  this
unconventional relationship.

     Furthermore,  the  work  of  Jones and
Smith  (2018)  shed  additional  light  on  the
unexpected  interplay  between  agricultural
practices  and  legal  demographics  in  their
seminal  paper,  "GMO Corn and the Legal
Labyrinth."  Through  meticulous  data
analysis  and  a  keen  eye  for  detail,  they
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unearthed a notable correlation between the
adoption  of  GMO  technology  in  corn
cultivation  and  the  uptick  in  legal
practitioners in certain geographic areas. As
their  findings  reverberated  through  the
academic community, the stage was set for
further inquiry into this captivating enigma.

     Building upon these foundational studies,
the current  research endeavors to expand
the scope of investigation into this peculiar
correlation,  with  a  keen  eye  for  potential
causality and offbeat implications that may
stem  from  such  an  unconventional
relationship.

     Amidst  the  scholarly  discourse
surrounding  the  interplay  of  GMO  corn
cultivation  and  the  legal  profession,  it  is
imperative  to  consider  the  broader
contextual  underpinnings  that  may
contribute  to  this  unorthodox  association.
Works such as "GMOs: A Legal and Ethical
Quandary"  by  Johnson  (2017)  and  "The
Jurisprudence  of  Genetically  Modified
Organisms"  by  Garcia  (2019)  provide
valuable  insights  into  the  legal  dynamics
and  ethical  considerations  surrounding
GMOs.  While  not  directly  addressing  the
correlation  at  hand,  these works  serve as
critical  touchpoints  for  understanding  the
multifaceted  dimensions  that  tie  together
agricultural  innovation  and  legal
frameworks.

     In  addition  to  these  scholarly
contributions, it is worth noting the potential
influence of cultural narratives and fictional
representations  on  public  perception  of
GMOs and  legal  matters.  Novels  such as
"Agrarian  Ambiguities:  A  Tale  of  GMO
Mystery"  by  Harper  Lee  and  "The  GMO
Chronicles:  Adventures  in  Legal  Land"  by
J.K. Rowling offer imaginative depictions of
the  intersections  between  genetic
engineering and legal quandaries, albeit in a
fictional context. While these literary works
may not  offer  empirical  evidence,  they  do
underscore  the  prevalent  interest  and

intrigue surrounding the interface of GMOs
and legal arenas in popular discourse.

     Furthermore, the advent of social media
has brought forth a myriad of musings and
anecdotes  regarding  the  curious  nexus
between GMO corn cultivation and the legal
profession.  Anecdotal  accounts,  hashtag
campaigns, and user-generated content on
platforms  such  as  Twitter  and  Instagram
have  illuminated  the  diverse  range  of
opinions  and  speculations  regarding  this
unanticipated  correlation.  One  particularly
notable post reads, "GMO corn and lawyers
- what a kernel of truth in this cornucopia of
mysteries!  #LegalMaze  #Cornspiracy"
(User345,  2020).  While  these  informal
expressions  may  not  stand  as  empirical
evidence, they nonetheless offer a glimpse
into  the  public  fascination  with  this
unconventional association.

     As the literature surrounding GMO corn
cultivation  and  the  legal  landscape
continues to evolve, it becomes increasingly
apparent  that the realm of  research is not
immune to the occasional kernel of humor
and  unexpected  twists.  Thus,  as  we
traverse the path of  scholarly  inquiry,  it  is
vital to acknowledge the subtle interplay of
academic  rigour  and  lighthearted  curiosity
that  infuses  the  investigation  of  such
intriguing correlations.

3. Our approach & methods

To  investigate  the  intriguing  connection
between  the  cultivation  of  genetically
modified  organism  (GMO)  corn  in
Minnesota and the number of lawyers in the
United States, our research team embarked
on  an  odyssey  of  data  collection  and
analysis, navigating the vast expanse of the
internet  and  homing  in  on  repositories  of
information  such  as  the  United  States
Department of  Agriculture (USDA) and the
American Bar Association (ABA). While the
allure  of  the  internet  may  beckon  with  its
cornucopia  of  distractions,  we  diligently
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focused our efforts on data spanning from
the years 2000 to 2022 – a period as rich in
complexity as a corn maze.

In order to dissect this peculiar relationship,
a  variety  of  statistical  measures  were
employed, akin to identifying the proverbial
needle  in  a  haystack  or,  in  this  case,  the
kernel  in  the  cob.  We  utilized  regression
analysis  to  sniff  out  any  potential
associations,  performing  both  linear  and
non-linear  models  to  capture  any  latent
dynamics within the data. Furthermore, we
conducted time series analysis to discern if
the ebb and flow of  GMO corn cultivation
had  any  influence  on  the  flux  of  legal
professionals  –  a  task  as  complex  as
husking a bushel of ears!

To fortify the rigor of  our investigation,  we
also  engaged  in  a  thorough  sensitivity
analysis, scrutinizing the robustness of our
findings across various subsets of the data.
This stringent examination ensured that the
patterns we observed were not akin to mere
mirages in  a cornfield,  but  rather,  resilient
conclusions grounded in statistical nuance.

While our methods may seem as dense as
a field of cornstalks, rest assured that every
decision  was  made  with  an  analytical
precision as sharp as a scythe. And, much
like the process of planting and harvesting
GMO corn,  our  approach to data  analysis
sought to unearth the seeds of truth – albeit
in  a  statistical  landscape  rather  than  a
pastoral one.

In summary, our methodology emulated the
meticulous  tilling  of  soil,  sowing of  seeds,
and careful cultivation of data to unravel the
enigmatic  correlation  between  GMO  corn
cultivation  in  Minnesota  and  the  legal
profession  in  the  United  States.  With
statistical  tools  as  our  implements,  we
ventured into this thicket of data, cabinets of
information,  and  rows  of  numbers,
navigating the countless paths of correlation
with as much grace as a combine harvester
traversing a field.

4. Results

The  results  of  the  statistical  analysis
revealed  a  compelling  and  significant
correlation  between  the  cultivation  of
genetically  modified  organism (GMO) corn
in Minnesota and the number of lawyers in
the  United  States.  The  correlation
coefficient was calculated to be 0.9824752,
with an r-squared value of 0.9652576, and a
p-value  of  less  than  0.01.  These  findings
suggest  a  remarkably  strong  and  robust
relationship  between  these  seemingly
disparate  variables,  much  like  the
unexpected bond  between an ear  of  corn
and a courtroom litigator.

Furthermore, a visual representation of this
correlation  is  presented  in  Figure  1,
showcasing  a  striking  scatterplot  that
underscores the conspicuous nature of this
connection.  The data points form a nearly
linear  pattern,  affirming  the  synergy
between  GMO  corn  cultivation  and  the
proliferation of legal practitioners. The figure
exemplifies  how  this  correlation  is  not
merely  a  statistical  anomaly,  but  rather  a
tangible  and  substantial  phenomenon
worthy of further investigation.

Amidst the initial skepticism surrounding the
notion  of  GMO  corn  cultivation  impacting
the legal landscape, these results shed light
on a correlation that is undeniably ripe for
continued exploration. While the underlying
causation  remains  elusive,  these  findings
provide an amusing catalyst for speculation
and  a  thought-provoking  kernel  of
inspiration  for  future  research  endeavors.
Indeed, this unexpected correlation may just
be the tip of the iceberg in a complex web of
connections within the fabric of agricultural
and legal ecosystems.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

5. Discussion

The findings of this study have unearthed a
surprisingly  robust  correlation between the
cultivation of  GMO corn in  Minnesota and
the number of lawyers in the United States,
shedding  light  on  a  connection  that  is  as
intriguing as it is unexpected. These results
not  only  extend  the  work  of  previous
researchers  but  also  stir  the  pot  of
speculation  and  curiosity  in  the  academic
and public spheres.

Building  on  the  work  of  Smith  and  Doe
(2015)  and  Jones  and  Smith  (2018),  who
initially  broached  the  topic  of  the
relationship between GMO corn cultivation
and the legal profession, our study has lent
further support to the seemingly corny idea
that  there  might  indeed be a tangible  link
between  these  disparate  domains.  The
remarkably  high  correlation  coefficient
underscores the strength of this association,
defying  initial  skepticism  and  prompting  a
kernel  of  introspection  in  considering  the
potential  causality  behind  this  tangled
relationship.

The literature review, which playfully delved
into  the  nuances  of  cultural  narratives,
anecdotal  musings  on  social  media,  and
even fictional representations of GMOs and
legal quandaries, may have seemed like a
comedic  diversion.  However,  it  subtly
underscored  the  nuanced  layers  of  public

fascination  and  curiosity  surrounding  this
unusual  correlation.  These  lighthearted
observations  now  resonate  with  an
unexpected  weight,  as  they  highlight  the
pervasive interest and intrigue surrounding
the  intersection  of  GMO  technology  and
legal landscapes.

Furthermore, the vivid scatterplot presented
in Figure 1 serves as a graphic testament to
the  strength  of  this  correlation,  visually
illustrating  how  GMO  corn  cultivation  and
the  proliferation  of  lawyers  are  not  mere
statistical happenstance. Just as one might
peel  back  the layers  of  an ear  of  corn  to
reveal its inner structure, these findings peel
back the layers of an unlikely relationship,
inviting  further  investigation  into  its
underlying mechanistic roots.

Unsurprisingly,  the  causation  behind  this
correlation  remains  shrouded  in  mystery,
much  like  the  enigmatic  allure  of  a  corn
maze on a hazy summer's day. However, it
is evident that these results spark thoughtful
speculations  and  inspire  a  cornucopia  of
inventive  inquiries  for  future  research
endeavors.  This  unexpected  correlation
may indeed just be the tip of an iceberg, as
we  continue  to  navigate  the  maze  of
coalescing  influences  within  the  realm  of
agricultural and legal ecosystems.

In essence, this study has sown the seeds
of  curiosity  and  playful  inquiry,  positing  a
fertile ground for cultivating further scholarly
exploration. As we pivot from this discussion
to  future  avenues  of  research,  the  subtle
interplay of the comedic and the substantive
in academic inquiry remains as palpable as
a kernel of truth in an ear of GMO corn.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  the  findings  of  this  study
uphold  the  surprisingly  strong  correlation
between  the  cultivation  of  genetically
modified  organism  (GMO)  corn  in
Minnesota and the number of lawyers in the
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United  States.  The  degree  of  correlation,
with  a  coefficient  of  0.9824752  and  a  p-
value  of  less  than  0.01,  underscores  the
robustness  of  this  seemingly  whimsical
association.  It  is  truly  remarkable  how
something as seemingly trivial as corn can
have  such  a  kernel  impact  on  the  legal
profession. The validity of this relationship is
further  accentuated  by  the  visual
representation in Figure 1, which illustrates
the  striking  alignment  between  these
variables, almost like two peas in a pod.

While  the  causality  behind  this  correlation
continues  to  elude  us,  the  implications  of
these findings cannot be dismissed as mere
corny coincidence. Rather, they beckon for
further  exploration  and,  perhaps,  a-maize-
ing  revelations.  This  study,  while  delving
into  uncharted  territory,  has  uncovered  a
cornucopia  of  potential  insights  that  could
sprout  new  avenues  of  research.  As  the
legal  profession  continues  to  husk-tle  and
the  agriculture  sector  reaps  the  fruits  of
innovation, the interconnectedness between
GMO  corn  cultivation  and  the  legal
landscape  invites  a-maize-ing
contemplation,  seeding further  debate  and
inquiry. One might even say it provides food
for thought.

In light of these compelling and, dare I say,
kernel insights, it is safe to surmise that we
have  peeled  back  the  layers  of  this
intriguing  correlation.  As  such,  it  is  the
recommendation  of  this  study  that  further
research in this area becomes as redundant
as a cob without kernels. It's time to let this
corny research rest in peace, or should we
say, in pieces of popped kernels.
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