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Abstract

In this study, we set out to tackle the age-old question: is there a statistical connection between the
number of games won by the Detroit Red Wings in the NHL season and the number of city bus drivers in
Missouri? Armed with hockey data from Hockey Reference and employment statistics from the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, we dove deep into the numbers. Much to our surprise, we found a jaw-dropping
correlation coefficient of 0.8503547 and a p-value of less than 0.01 for the years 2003 to 2021. Our
findings suggest that there may indeed be a synchronous dance between the Red Wings'’ victories and
the steering of buses in the Show-Me State. As we skate through the implications of our research, it's
clear that this unexpected correlation has opened a door to a whole new arena of statistical analysis. Who
would have thought that hockey and public transportation could be so closely intertwined?
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1. Introduction
INTRODUCTION

As hockey fans, we often revel in the
excitement of a hard-fought game, cheering
for our favorite teams with unwavering
devotion. Yet, amidst the exhilarating slap
shots and bone-crunching body checks, a
seemingly unrelated world silently hums
along - that of public transportation.
Intriguingly, in the midst of this unexpected
juxtaposition, lies the focus of our study: the
perplexing association between the number
of games won by the Detroit Red Wings in

the NHL season and the number of city bus
drivers in Missouri.

The notorious connection between
sports and statistics is as undeniable as the
gravitational pull between a puck and the
ice. However, when merging the exhilarating
world of ice hockey with the mundane realm
of public transit, one begins to wonder if
there's more to this peculiar correlation than
meets the eye. Is it possible that the
adrenaline-pumping victories on the ice
bear an unforeseen influence on the ebb
and flow of public transportation in the
Show-Me State?
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It is within this whimsical and curiously
unexplored terrain that we set out on our
expedition, armed with the formidable
arsenal of data analysis and statistical
methodologies. While the notion of such a
connection might seem as improbable as a
hockey player utilizing a Zamboni for a hat
trick, our preliminary findings begin to peel
back the layers of this enigmatic
relationship.

Join us on this scholarly endeavor as we
embark on a journey that is sure to be as
entertaining as an overtime shootout and as
intellectually stimulating as a game-winning
power play. Prepare to witness the unveiling
of a statistical tapestry woven between the
intriguing domains of hockey triumphs and
the peculiar realm of bus driver
employment. Who would have thought that
our study could uncover such a rink-shaking
revelation?

2. Literature Review

In "On the Correlation Between Sports
Victories and Employment Trends in the
Public Sector,” Smith et al. analyze the
potential link between professional sports
teams' performance and the employment
patterns of various industries. A related
study by Doe explores the economic impact
of sports teams' wins and losses on local
economies in "The Field Goals of Success:
A Study of Sports Team Performance and
Local Employment.” Both studies provide
valuable insights into the potential influence
of sports victories on the labor market.

Turning to more practical perspectives,
"Data Analysis in Professional Sports" by
Jones delves into the intricate world of
sports statistics, offering a comprehensive
overview of statistical methodologies and
their application to sports data. Additionally,
"The Economics of Public Transportation”
by Jackson sheds light on the complexities
of public transit systems, emphasizing the

intricate interplay between transportation
infrastructure and employment.

On a lighter note, real-life narratives such as
"The Puck Stops Here: Confessions of a
Hockey Fan" and "Crossing Paths: A
Memoir of a Missouri Bus Driver" provide
personal accounts that may offer
unexpected perspectives on the connection
between hockey victories and bus driver
employment. Moving into the realm of
fiction, "Ice Rinks and City Streets: A Tale of
Two Worlds" and "The Bus Driver's Hat
Trick: A Sports Fantasy" present imaginative
landscapes that may inadvertently touch
upon the themes at hand.

And then, there's the unorthodox approach
of reviewing CVS receipts, which
surprisingly revealed a hidden subculture of
bus driver-hockey fanatics who meticulously
track game outcomes and employment
fluctuations through the purchase of energy
drinks and frozen pizza. While the validity of
this method may be subject to debate, its
unexpected findings cannot be easily
dismissed.

As we wade through the literature, it
becomes increasingly clear that the
intersection of hockey victories and bus
driver employment is a curious and
multifaceted realm. The juxtaposition of
serious studies, personal narratives, and
unexpected sources adds an additional
layer of complexity to this already whimsical
investigation. But fear not, for in the face of
such enigmatic connections, we remain
resolute in our pursuit of the truth — even if it
means diving into the unlikeliest of sources
to unravel the mystery at hand.

3. Our approach & methods
METHODOLOGY
Data Collection:

Our research team painstakingly
gathered data from a variety of sources,
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with a primary focus on statistics from
Hockey Reference and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics. We meticulously sifted through
the digital tundra, scanning for the elusive
nuggets of information that would unfurl the
mystery  surrounding the relationship
between the number of games won by the
Detroit Red Wings in the NHL season and
the number of city bus drivers in Missouri.
Our exhaustive search spanned the years
2003 to 2021, ensuring a comprehensive
grasp of the fluctuations in both hockey
victories and bus driving employment during
this period.

Statistical Analysis:

Once the data was gathered, we utilized
a concoction of established statistical
methods and our own quirky spin to unravel
the entanglement between these seemingly
unrelated entities. With the precision of a
Zamboni smoothing the ice, we computed
correlation coefficients and p-values to
quantify the degree of association between
the Red Wings' wins and the number of bus
drivers in Missouri. Our analysis dissected
the data with the finesse of a seasoned
hockey player dishing out assists, in order
to reveal any underlying patterns or
connections.

Regression Models:

In our pursuit to elucidate the enigmatic
relationship between hockey triumphs and
the employment landscape of bus drivers,
we also delved into the realm of regression
analysis. With mathematical fervor, we
constructed models that captured the
nuances of this intricate association. Our
models danced on the statistical ice, teasing
out the subtleties of this curious correlation
and providing insights into the potential
causal mechanisms driving this unexpected
relationship.

Controls and Limitations:

To ensure the robustness of our
findings, we meticulously controlled for

extraneous factors that could confound our
results. Just as a referee ensures fair play
on the ice, we diligently accounted for
variables such as seasonal fluctuations,
economic conditions, and demographic
shifts that could potentially influence both
the Red Wings' performance and the
employment dynamics of bus drivers in
Missouri. Furthermore, we acknowledge the
limitations inherent in our study, recognizing
that causality cannot be inferred from a
mere correlation, no matter how striking or
puck-like it may be.

Ethical Considerations:

In all our endeavors, we operated within
the ethical boundaries of academic
research, safeguarding the integrity of our
investigation and the privacy of the data
sources utilized. Our pursuit of knowledge
was as honorable and upright as a hockey
player with a sterling reputation, ensuring
that our findings were obtained through
rigorous and ethical means.

In summary, our methodology navigated the
treacherous waters of statistical analysis
with the agility of a nimble skater, striving to
unveil the hidden symphony playing
between hockey victories and the workforce
of Missouri's bus drivers. It is through this
meticulously crafted research approach that
we cast a spotlight on the peculiar
correlation that has long eluded our
collective understanding. As we present our
findings, we invite the scholarly community
to join us in reveling in the unexpected
crescendo of statistical revelations that lies
at the intersection of hockey glory and the
daily hustle of bus drivers.

4. Results

The statistical analysis of the relationship
between the number of games won by the
Detroit Red Wings in the NHL season and
the number of city bus drivers in Missouri
yielded some rather "punny" results. From
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2003 to 2021, we found a remarkable
correlation coefficient of 0.8503547 and an
r-squared value of 0.7231031, both with a
level of significance less than 0.01 (p <
0.01). These findings suggest a strong
positive association between the two
seemingly unrelated variables.

Further substantiating this surprising
connection is the scatterplot in Figure 1,
which illustrates the tight coupling between
the number of Red Wings victories and the
employment of bus drivers in Missouri. If
correlations could lace up skates, this one
would certainly be skating circles around the
ice!

Our results indicate that as the Red
Wings triumphed on the ice, the number of
city bus drivers in Missouri also exhibited a
synchronous rise. It seems that as the Red
Wings drove towards victory, the Show-Me
State was indeed increasingly in need of
drivers to navigate its roads. Is this
evidence of a mythical "hockey mojo"
spreading through the heartland, or simply a
statistical anomaly that can be dismissed as
mere coincidence? The intriguing results of
our study lay the groundwork for a lively
debate.

Years 2003-2021, r=0.850, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These findings not only shed light on the
unexpected interconnectedness between
sports achievements and the labor market
but also open the door to a wide array of

speculative inquiries. Could the vicarious
thrill of Detroit's victories have inspired a
surge in public transportation demand? Or
perhaps the correlation implies a broader
societal trend, where the success of a
sports team influences the employment
landscape? The implications of these
findings spark the imagination and
encourage further exploration into the
uncharted territory where hockey heroics
and bus schedules converge.

In conclusion, our study untangles a
captivating relationship that transcends the
boundaries of sports and employment. The
robust statistical correlation between the
Red Wings' conquests and Missouri's bus
driver  workforce introduces a new
dimension to the discourse of unexpected
connections. As we depart from this peculiar
intersection of hockey triumphs and public
transit, we are left to marvel at the ever-
surprising twists and turns of statistical
inquiry. Who knew that analyzing hockey
and bus driver data could lead to such a
riveting revelation?

5. Discussion

The unexpected link between the number of
games won by the Detroit Red Wings and
the employment of city bus drivers in
Missouri has left us pondering the intricate
dance between hockey victories and public
transportation. As we reflect on our findings,
we must acknowledge the amusing yet
thought-provoking connections we stumbled
upon in the literature review. It's quite
remarkable how seemingly unrelated topics
come together in such a statistically striking
manner.

The studies by Smith et al. and Doe
certainly set the stage for our investigation,
as they delved into the intriguing
relationship between sports victories and
labor market dynamics. Their serious
analyses laid a sturdy foundation, only to be
comically embellished by the unexpected
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insights from personal narratives and fiction
that unexpectedly touched upon the themes
at hand. And let's not forget the unorthodox
yet strangely intriguing method of reviewing
CVS receipts, which provided some peculiar
findings that cannot be easily dismissed.

Our own results have added to this curious
arena of discovery. The remarkable
correlation coefficient of 0.8503547 and
strong r-squared value echo the previous
research, solidifying the surprising bond
between hockey victories and bus driver
employment. The scatterplot, like a slapshot
on goal, clearly illustrates the synchronous
rise in both variables. Such a prominent
correlation surely makes waves in the
realms of statistical inquiry and paves the
way for lively debates — much like a high-
stakes hockey match.

These unexpected connections prompt one
to wonder: does the thrill of hockey victories
ignite a surge in public transportation
demand, or does it reflect a broader societal
trend where sports success influences the
employment landscape? The implications of
these findings spark the imagination and
encourage further exploration into this
uncharted territory where hockey heroics
and bus schedules converge. The statistical
world is indeed a wild and wondrous place!

In the end, our research illuminates a
captivating relationship that transcends the
boundaries of sports and employment. It
seems that in the world of statistics, reality
often presents us with unexpected twists
and turns akin to a dramatic sports match.
The deeper we venture, the more we
uncover unexpected relationships that defy
conventional wisdom — and in true statistical
fashion, we must remain open to these
delightful surprises and challenges.

6. Conclusion

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our research has ventured
into the uncharted territory of the surprising
dance between the victories of the Detroit
Red Wings and the employment landscape
of Missouri's bus drivers. The statistical
correlation we uncovered has raised
eyebrows and drawn more attention than a
Zamboni on center ice. It appears that as
the Red Wings soared to victory, the
demand for bus drivers in Missouri revved
up in tandem, creating a synchronous
spectacle that could make even the most
stoic statistician crack a smile.

Our findings prompt a whimsical exploration
of the potential influences and implications
of such an unexpected association. Could it
be that Detroit's on-ice triumphs ignited a
commuter fervor that fueled a surge in bus
driver demand? Or perhaps the correlation
suggests a more overarching societal
phenomenon, wherein the adrenaline of
sporting achievements seeps into the fabric
of employment trends.

As we bhid farewell to this surprising
intersection of hockey prowess and public
transit, it becomes evident that the statistical
tapestry woven between these seemingly
disparate realms has enlivened the
discourse of unexpected connections. Like
a defenseman checking an opponent into
the boards, our research has given the field
of statistical inquiry a refreshing shake-up.

In light of these revelatory findings, we are
confident that no further research is needed
in this area. The correlation we've unveiled
stands as a testament to the intriguing
surprises that await in the world of data
analysis and statistical exploration. As we
close the chapter on this peculiar
relationship, we leave behind a legacy of
statistically substantiated whimsy that is as
captivating as a hat trick in overtime. Who
would have thought that the rink and the
roads could be so intricately intertwined?
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