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BACKSTROM'S GAMES AND BIOMASS IN
BUDAPEST: A BAFFLING BOND

Cameron Horton, Ava Tanner, George P Truman

International College

The perplexing relationship between the total regular season games played by NHL star Nicklas 
Backstrom and the biomass power generated in Hungary has confounded researchers for years. 
Drawing from extensive data provided by the NHL and the Energy Information Administration, our 
study aimed to untangle the enigmatic connection between these seemingly unrelated variables. 
Despite the conventional wisdom that sports and energy production exist in separate realms, our 
analysis revealed a surprisingly robust correlation coefficient of 0.9156546 with a statistically 
significant p-value of less than 0.01 for the period from 2002 to 2021. This unexpected result has left 
us pondering the potential implications for both the world of sports and renewable energy. Our 
findings not only challenge prevailing assumptions but also beckon further investigation into the 
unforeseen interplay between the NHL and global energy dynamics.

     The intersection of sports and energy
production  has  long  been  a  topic  of
limited interest,  garnering less  attention
than  the  latest  game  stats  or  the
fluctuating  price  of  crude  oil.  However,
our  study  delves  into  the  uncharted
territory of the relationship between the
total  regular  season  games  played  by
NHL luminary Nicklas Backstrom and the
rather  unexpected  context  of  biomass
power generated in Hungary. As baffling
as  this  connection  may  seem  at  first
glance,  the  data  revealed  a  striking
correlation that demands further scrutiny.

     It is no secret that the NHL is a hotbed
of  athleticism,  passion,  and  icy
showdowns,  while  Hungary's  foray  into
biomass power reflects a commitment to
sustainable,  environmentally  friendly
energy  solutions.  The marriage  of  these
two  seemingly  unrelated  entities  in  the
realm of data analysis is as peculiar as an
elephant  in  a  tutu.  Nonetheless,  our
findings  challenge  the  traditional
boundaries  that  constrain  our

understanding,  beckoning  us  to
contemplate  the  perplexing  interplay
between  professional  sports  and  global
energy dynamics. 

     As we dive into the annals of  NHL
games  and  the  biomass  landscape  in
Hungary, it becomes increasingly evident
that there is more at play than meets the
eye.  The  statistical  rigidity  of  the  data,
combined with its unexpected revelations,
evokes a feeling akin to stumbling upon a
pineapple  in  the  frozen  foods  section  -
surprising, yet piquing our curiosity. 

     Our exploration not only aims to shed
light on this unusual correlation but also
opens the door to a myriad of possibilities
and  speculations.  Could  Backstrom's
slapshots  be  generating  renewable
energy waves across the Atlantic? Or  is
there  a  deeper,  unseen  connection
between the endurance of a hockey player
and the sustainable energy practices of a
European nation? While we may not have
all  the  answers,  the  journey  to  uncover
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them promises to be as entertaining as a
hockey  game  and  as  enlightening  as  a
tour through a power plant.

     This paper presents our initial foray
into the mysterious realm of Backstrom's
games  and  biomass  in  Budapest,
culminating in a call to action for further
investigation  and  contemplation.  So,
fasten  your  seatbelts,  dear  readers,  for
we  are  about  to  embark  on  a  scholarly
adventure that promises to be as gripping
as  a  thrilling  overtime  match  yet  as
enlightening  as  a  lecture  on  renewable
energy.

LITERATURE REVIEW

     In  "The  Correlation  between  NHL
Games and Renewable Energy Sources,"
Smith  et  al.  examined  the  perplexing
relationship  between  the  total  regular
season games played by NHL players and
the  production  of  renewable  energy.
While  the  focus  of  the  study  was  not
specifically on Nicklas Backstrom, it laid
the  foundation  for  understanding  the
inconceivable  link  between  professional
sports  and  sustainable  energy.  Building
upon  this  groundwork,  Doe  and  Jones'
"Energy Dynamics in Professional Sports"
delved  into  the  intricate  web  of  energy
consumption  and  athletic  performance,
shedding  light  on  the  unexpected
intersections  that  arise  when  these
seemingly disparate domains collide.

     Turning  to  the  realm of  literature,
"Energy and Ice: The Cool Connection" by
Frost  et  al.  provides  a  compelling
exploration of the metaphorical and literal
ice  that  intertwines  the  fields  of  sports
and  energy.  On  a  more  whimsical  note,
"Hockey  Sticks  and  Wood  Chips:  An
Unlikely Love Story" authored by Willow
et al. takes a humorous yet insightful look
at  the  potential  romance  between  the
world of hockey and sustainable energy.

     Drawing  from  diverse  sources,
including social media contributions such
as  @PowerPlayPundit's  tweet
"Backstrom's  assists  are  as  powerful  as

Hungary's  biomass  energy!  #NHL
#BiomassBonanza,"  the  literature
surrounding  the  curious  correlation
between Backstrom's games and biomass
power generation in Hungary is as varied
as it is unexpected. These sources, while
unconventional, contribute to the mosaic
of understanding that we aim to cultivate
in  our  investigation  of  this  enigmatic
relationship.

METHODOLOGY

To  unravel  the  perplexing  entanglement
of  Nicklas  Backstrom's  games  and
biomass power in Hungary, our research
team embarked on a whimsical yet highly
meticulous journey of data collection and
analysis.  Admittedly,  our  approach  may
seem  as  zany  as  a  chimpanzee  on  ice
skates,  but  we  assure  the  esteemed
reader that every step was taken with the
utmost seriousness and scholarly rigor.

Data Collection:

Our primary data sources for  this  study
were  the  illustrious  National  Hockey
League  (NHL)  and  the  Energy
Information Administration. Daily regular
season game data for Nicklas Backstrom
from 2002 to 2021 was sourced from the
NHL's official  records, while information
on biomass power generation in Hungary
was  obtained  from  the  Energy
Information  Administration's
comprehensive dataset. We must confess
that sifting through this data felt akin to
excavating  for  buried  treasure  in  a
haystack, but we emerged victorious with
an  abundance  of  meticulously  cataloged
figures and statistics.

Variable Definition:

In a bid to ensure precision and clarity,
we defined  the  variables  with  the  same
level  of  meticulousness  employed  in
crafting a  tapestry.  Total  regular  season
games  played  by  Nicklas  Backstrom
constituted  our  independent  variable,
denoted  as  "Backstrom's  Games,"  while
the biomass power generated in Hungary
served as the dependent variable, labeled
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as "Biomass Power in Hungary." Though
these  variables  may  seem  disparate  at
first glance, as incongruous as a unicorn
in  a  grocery  store,  we  committed
ourselves  to  uncovering  the  underlying
connections  that  lay  concealed  beneath
the surface.

Statistical Analysis:

Armed with an arsenal of statistical tools
that  would  make  even  the  savviest  of
mathematicians raise their eyebrows, we
dove  headfirst  into  the  realms  of
correlation  analysis.  Conducting  a
Pearson  correlation  coefficient
assessment to measure the strength and
direction of the relationship between our
two variables,  we navigated through the
numerical landscape with an enthusiasm
akin  to  a  sailor  charting  uncharted
waters.  Furthermore,  to  ascertain  the
robustness of our findings, we performed
a  t-test  to  determine  the  statistical
significance of the correlation coefficient.
This  process  was  reminiscent  of  a
detective solving a cryptic puzzle, as we
sought  to  unearth  meaningful  insights
from  the  labyrinthine  web  of  statistical
data.

Control Variables:

In  an  effort  to  eliminate  any  lurking
confounding  factors  that  could  have
propelled  us  into  the  murky  waters  of
spurious correlations, we conscientiously
considered  potential  control  variables.
Factors  such  as  player  injuries,  team
performance, environmental policies, and
biomass  technology  advancements  were
scrutinized  with  a  meticulousness  that
rivals  that  of  a  watchmaker  crafting  an
intricate timepiece. This approach aimed
to ensure that our findings were as solid
and trustworthy as a bank vault.

Unveiling the Findings:

Following the rigorous application of our
data  analysis  techniques,  the  results
emerged like a rare bloom in a desolate
landscape.  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9156546  between  Backstrom's  Games
and Biomass Power in Hungary, with a p-

value of less than 0.01, greeted us like a
bolt  of  lightning  on  a  clear  day.  This
unexpected outcome left us pondering the
profound  implications  that  this  unlikely
relationship could hold for both the world
of professional sports and the renewable
energy sector. As we present our findings,
we  invite  the  readers  to  join  us  in
unraveling this enigmatic bond, much like
intrepid  explorers  uncovering  hidden
treasures  in  the  depths  of  a  forgotten
jungle.

In  essence,  our  methodology  sought  to
leave  no  stone  unturned,  no  data  point
unexamined,  and  no  possibility
unexplored in our quest to elucidate the
enthralling  connection  between
Backstrom's Games and Biomass Power in
Hungary.  While  the  path  we  tread  may
seem as convoluted as a maze, we trust
that  our  scholarly  escapade  will  inspire
curiosity,  evoke  laughter,  and  spark
contemplation,  akin  to  an  unexpected
encounter with a comedic savant.

RESULTS

Upon  analyzing  the  extensive  dataset
spanning  from  2002  to  2021,  a
remarkably  strong  correlation  emerged
between the total  regular season games
played  by  Nicklas  Backstrom  and  the
biomass  power  generated  in  Hungary,
with  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9156546.  The  r-squared  value  of
0.8384233  further  underscored  the
robustness of this surprising connection.
The statistical significance, with a p-value
of less than 0.01,  solidified this unlikely
bond,  leaving  us  with  raised  eyebrows
and  a  mix  of  bewilderment  and
excitement.

The  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  depicts  this
unexpected connection, almost as though
it's the result of a cosmic joke or a twist in
an ever-unfolding saga. The strong linear
relationship  captured  in  this  figure  not
only defies conventional wisdom but also
beckons  us  to  consider  the  profound
implications  lurking  within  the  world  of
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professional sports and renewable energy
production.

This  unforeseen  correlation,  akin  to
stumbling upon the elusive Nessie in the
depths  of  Loch  Ness,  challenges
preconceived notions and prompts us to
ponder  the  interplay  between
Backstrom's  enduring  athletic  prowess
and the sustainable energy practices of a
European  nation.  What  lies  beneath  the
surface of this statistical anomaly? Could
there be a hidden symbiosis at play, akin
to  the  interconnectedness  of  defensive
lines in hockey or the harmony of a well-
choreographed power play?

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

It's  clear  that  this  unexpected  linkage
demands  further  investigation  and
reflection,  inviting  speculation  and
opening  doors  to  uncharted  intellectual
terrain. As puzzling as it may seem at first
glance,  the  entwining  of  these  two
seemingly disparate entities in the realm
of  data  analysis  mirrors  the  unexpected
joy of discovering a hidden gem in a pile
of obscure statistics.

In  all  its  intriguing  enigma,  the
correlation  between  Backstrom's  games
and biomass power in Budapest has left
us  astounded,  and  dare  we say,  slightly
amused.  This  revelation  not  only
challenges  prevailing  assumptions  but
underscores  the  serendipitous  nature  of
scholarly exploration, sparking a sense of
wonder akin to uncovering a rare flower
in a field of statistical weeds.

DISCUSSION

The  unanticipated,  to  put  it  mildly,
correlation  between  the  total  regular
season  games  played  by  Nicklas
Backstrom  and  the  biomass  power
generated  in  Hungary  has  left  us  at  a
fascinating  crossroads  of  curiosity  and
bemusement.  Our  findings  not  only
resonate  with  prior  research  on  the
staggering  relationship  between
professional  sports  and  sustainable
energy sources but also raise compelling
questions about the potential implications
of this perplexing correlation.

Drawing  from  the  literature  on  the
intersection  of  sports  and  renewable
energy,  we  find  ourselves  revisiting  the
lighthearted  yet  thought-provoking  work
of  Willow  et  al.,  who  humorously
pondered  the  unlikely  union  of  hockey
and  sustainable  energy  in  their  paper
"Hockey  Sticks  and  Wood  Chips:  An
Unlikely Love Story." Little did they know
that their lighthearted musings would find
an  echo  in  our  startling  correlation
coefficient of 0.9156546. Additionally, the
attention-grabbing  tweet  from
@PowerPlayPundit, equating Backstrom's
assists to Hungary's biomass energy, now
takes  on  a  new  layer  of  significance  in
light of our statistically significant results.

Lest we forget the scholarly contributions
of Smith et al. and Doe and Jones, whose
inquiries  into  the  interplay  between
professional sports and renewable energy
sources laid a foundational understanding
for our own research. Their work set the
stage  for  our  unexpected  revelation,
adding a touch of incredulous awe at the
seamless  interconnectedness  of  these
seemingly disparate domains.

The  presence  of  a  robust  correlation,
solidified  by  a  statistically  significant  p-
value of less than 0.01, underscores the
unassailable  nature  of  this  unforeseen
connection.  It's  almost  as  if  statistical
significance  itself  is  in  on  the  joke,
teasing  us  with  the  unexpected  bond
between Backstrom's on-ice performances

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



and Hungary's biomass power generation.
Our  scatterplot  captures  this  interplay,
inviting us to consider this enigma not as
a  statistical  oddity  but  as  a  beguiling
enigma worthy of further exploration and
contemplation.

In  the  grand  symphony  of  intellectual
inquiry,  the  correlation  between
Backstrom's games and biomass power in
Budapest  stands  as  a  testament  to  the
serendipitous  nature  of  scholarly
discovery, akin to finding the unexpected
punchline to a cosmic joke hidden within
the fabric of data analysis. This revelation
not  only  challenges  prevailing
assumptions but  beckons us to  embrace
the  whimsical  intrigue  of  scholarly
exploration,  echoing  the  thrill  of
stumbling  upon  a  delightful  surprise
amidst  the  rigid  confines  of  statistical
analysis.

The  profound  implications  and  potential
symbiosis  underlying  this  perplexing
correlation  insist  that  we  delve  deeper
into  uncharted  intellectual  terrain,  a
venture that promises both scholarly rigor
and  a  measure  of  lighthearted  wonder.
Indeed,  as we stand on the precipice of
further  investigation  into  this
extraordinary  linkage,  one  cannot  help
but  appreciate  the  unexpected  joys  of
uncovering profound meaning in the most
unsuspecting of statistical alliances.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  unveiled  a
curious  and  robust  correlation  between
the total regular season games played by
Nicklas  Backstrom  and  the  biomass
power generated in Hungary. Despite the
initial  perplexity,  the  statistical
significance of this correlation coefficient
of 0.9156546 with a p-value of less than
0.01  has  left  us  both  bemused  and
intrigued. The unexpected link between a
professional  ice  hockey  player  and
sustainable  energy  production  in  a
European  nation  has  given  rise  to  as
many raised eyebrows as a controversial

referee's  call  during  a  crucial  playoff
game.

The  undeniable  strength  of  this
correlation, akin to finding a diamond in
the rough or an unexpected punchline in
a  scholarly  text,  not  only  challenges
conventional  wisdom but  also opens  the
door  to  a  plethora  of  humorous
speculation. It beckons us to contemplate
the  potential  hidden  influences  at  play,
much like  the  unseen hand of  fate  in  a
fiercely contested match.

While  the  baffling  bond  between
Backstrom and Budapest biomass power
has left  us scratching our heads,  it  also
provides  a  refreshing  reminder  of  the
capricious nature of data analysis and the
unexpected marvels that lurk within the
mundane. We are left with a sense of both
bewilderment  and  amusement,  akin  to
spotting  a  penguin  in  the  desert,
propelling us to an unquenchable desire
for further exploration.

In light of these findings, we assert that
no further research is  warranted in this
area and that future studies should focus
on  less  peculiar  associations.  The
correlation  between  Backstrom's  games
and biomass power in Budapest stands as
a testament to the magical, unpredictable
nature of data analysis, leaving us with a
lingering  smile  and  a  sense  of  wonder
akin to discovering a laughing hyena in a
field of daisies.
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