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Abstract

In this paper, we investigate the surprising relationship between the number of Bachelor's degrees
awarded  in  Business  and  the  number  of  plumbers  in  the  illustrious  state  of  South  Dakota.
Combining  data  from the  National  Center  for  Education  Statistics  and  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics, our research team delved into uncharted territory to evaluate this quirky correlation.
Our findings revealed a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9915050 and p < 0.01 for the years
2012  to  2021.  The  results  give  new  meaning  to  the  phrase  "pipeline  for  talent"  and  offer
unexpected insights into the interconnectedness of academic pursuits and blue-collar professions.
This study aims to not only unpack the statistical link between these two seemingly incongruous
fields but also to bring a splash of humor to the often-serious world of scholarly research. So,
prepare  to  plunge  into  the  depths  of  this  thought-provoking  exploration  and  discover  the
surprising connections between business academia and the pipeline of plumbers in the great state
of South Dakota!

1.  Introduction

As the iconic American writer Mark Twain once quipped, "The reports of my death are
greatly exaggerated." Much like Twain's wry observation, the assumption that academic
research is serious, stoic, and devoid of amusement is wildly off the mark. Indeed, our
latest study showcasing the quirky connection between Bachelor's degrees awarded in
Business and the number of plumbers in South Dakota aims to add a pinch of levity to the
often  staid  realm  of  scholarly  inquiry.  After  all,  who  would  have  thought  that  the
hallowed halls  of  business  education  and the  humble  plumbers'  workshops would  be
interconnected in an unexpected dance of correlation?
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In an era where data reigns supreme, we remain dedicated to unraveling the curious, the
perplexing, and the downright zany. The nexus between the academic sphere of Business
degrees and the skilled trade of plumbing in South Dakota is indeed a tableau ripe for
exploration. On the surface, one might assume that these two realms have as much in
common as a wrench and a spreadsheet. However, as we delve into the statistical dance
of correlation coefficients, a compelling narrative begins to emerge.

Our foray into this uncharted territory has unveiled a surprising correlation coefficient of
0.9915050, with p < 0.01 from 2012 to 2021, leaving us to wrestle with the weighty
implications  of  the  "plumber  pipeline."  Such  revelations  transcend  mere  statistical
musings, inviting us to reflect on the intricate tapestry that links academic pursuits with
the fabric of the workforce.

As we embark on this offbeat journey, we aim not only to present our findings, but also to
infuse  the  academic  discourse  with  a  dose  of  humor  and  whimsy.  So,  fasten  your
seatbelts,  dear  readers,  as  we  navigate  the  unexpected  currents  of  this  scholarly
exploration. Let us unearth the witticisms and ponder the peculiarities that lie beneath the
surface of this seemingly incongruous pairing. After all, why not have a bit of fun while
rustling the proverbial feathers of tradition?

2.  Literature Review

The  connection  between  Bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in  Business  and  the  number  of
plumbers in  South Dakota is  a  topic  that has piqued the interest  of researchers from
various  disciplines.  Smith  and Doe's  seminal  work,  "The Business  Degree  Dilemma:
Unraveling the Academic-Workforce Conundrum," provides an insightful analysis of the
growing trends in business education and their  potential  impact  on the labor  market.
Similarly, Jones et al., in their comprehensive study titled "Plumbing Professions in the
Prairie:  A Retrospective  Analysis,"  offer  a  nuanced  exploration  of  the  dynamics  of
plumber demographics in South Dakota.

Building upon this foundation, researchers have sought to uncover the underlying factors
that contribute to the unexpected correlation between these seemingly disparate fields.
Books  such  as  "The  Business  of  Plumbing:  Navigating  Entrepreneurial  Waters"  and
"Pipeline Dreams: Business Education and Blue-Collar Realities" have delved into the
anecdotal  experiences of  individuals straddling the worlds of  business  and plumbing,
shedding light on the unanticipated overlaps and challenges they encounter.

Fictional  works  such  as  "Plumbing  the  Depths  of  Corporate  Culture"  and  "The
Entrepreneurial  Plumber: A Tale of Unexpected Success" also provide an imaginative
lens through which to examine the interconnectedness of these realms, albeit in a more
whimsical and exaggerated manner.
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In a daring departure from conventional methods, the research team also conducted an
unconventional "literature review" by perusing the backs of shampoo bottles in an effort
to uncover any hidden insights into the enigmatic connection between business degrees
and plumbing in South Dakota.  While  the  results  were,  unsurprisingly,  lathered  with
humor  and  puns,  they  regrettably  failed  to  yield  any  meaningful  revelations  for  our
scholarly pursuits.

Nevertheless, these diverse sources lay the groundwork for our attempt to disentangle the
curious correlation between business academia and the pipeline of plumbers in South
Dakota,  and serve as a testament to the scholarly community's  ongoing dedication to
exploring the unexpected and injecting a touch of levity into the research landscape.

3.  Research Approach

To investigate the serendipitous association between the number of Bachelor's degrees
awarded in Business and the count of plumbers in the picturesque state of South Dakota,
our  research  team  employed  a  methodology  that  could  be  aptly  characterized  as  a
potpourri of data collection and analysis techniques, sprinkled with a hint of whimsy and
unorthodox analyses.

First and foremost, we scoured the virtual corridors of the National Center for Education
Statistics  and  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  to  collect  a  trove  of  data  spanning  the
illustrious  years  from  2012  to  2021.  Armed  with  spreadsheets  and  a  plethora  of
caffeinated beverages, we diligently sifted through the statistical treasure trove to extract
the relevant information pertaining to the number of Business degrees conferred and the
count of plumbers gainfully plying their trade within the confines of South Dakota.

Having amassed this veritable cornucopia of data, we engaged in a rigorous process of
statistical  analysis,  employing  an  array  of  sophisticated  techniques  to  tease  out  the
intricate relationship between these seemingly disparate variables. Our statistical toolkit
included the venerable Pearson correlation coefficient,  which we fervently applied to
unveil the extent of the association between Business degrees and the noble plumbers
diligently fixing leaks and unclogging drains across the state.

Furthermore, in a gesture that could be likened to a scholarly séance, we summoned the
hallowed spirits of econometric models to discern the nuances and peculiarities of this
unexpected  nexus.  Our  team fervently  invoked the  specters  of  regression  analysis  to
disentangle  the  web  of  causality  lurking  beneath  the  surface,  akin  to  unraveling  a
stubborn tangle of plumbing pipes.

In a nod to the eccentric side of research, we shamelessly indulged in a bit of armchair
speculation and whimsy, infusing the data analysis with imaginative ponderings on the
potential mechanisms underlying this unforeseen correlation. Could it be that the pursuit
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of Business degrees somehow catalyzes a surge in the demand for plumbing services,
prompting an influx of diligent plumbers to meet the evolving needs of the economy? Or
perhaps  there  exists  a  clandestine  camaraderie  between  the  boardrooms  of  business
acumen  and  the  workshops  of  plumbing  finesse,  fostering  an  invisible  bond  that
transcends the confines of statistical interpretation?

In addition to these disparate, albeit spirited, approaches, we also engaged in the time-
honored tradition of peer consultation and cross-validation, seeking the sage counsel of
esteemed colleagues and subject matter experts to validate our findings and ensure the
robustness of our statistical inferences.

In  summary,  our  methodology  traversed  the  realms  of  data  spelunking,  statistical
incantations, and whimsical contemplation, underscoring our commitment to unraveling
the  enigmatic  relationship  between  the  world  of  Business  degrees  and  the  bustling
domain  of  plumbing  in  South  Dakota,  while  infusing  the  scholarly  journey  with
unanticipated humor and the occasional bout of armchair theorizing.

4.  Findings

The statistical  analysis  conducted revealed a strikingly strong correlation between the
number of Bachelor's degrees awarded in Business and the number of plumbers in South
Dakota.  For the years 2012 to 2021, the correlation coefficient was determined to be
0.9915050, with an r-squared value of 0.9830821, and a p-value of less than 0.01. These
results highlight a remarkably close relationship between these two seemingly disparate
fields.

 presents a scatterplot illustrating the robust correlation between the number of Business
degrees awarded and the number of plumbers in South Dakota. The linear trend depicted
in the plot mirrors the substantial statistical correlation between these variables, providing
visual evidence of the unexpected link uncovered in our research.

This  eyebrow-raising  discovery  upends  conventional  wisdom  and  challenges
preconceived notions about the interconnectedness of academic pursuits and workforce
dynamics.  The implications of this  correlation beckon us to reconsider the traditional
boundaries separating disciplines and professions, urging us to embrace the unexpected
twists and turns that can arise when delving into the enigmatic world of data analysis.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The findings from this study shed light on the unanticipated relationship between the
academic domain of Business education and the skilled trade of plumbing. As we move
forward, the intriguing correlation unearthed in this research invites further investigation
and  contemplation,  offering  a  rich  tapestry  of  insights  that  defy  conventional
categorization and add a dash of whimsy to the scholarly discourse.

5.  Discussion on findings

The results of our study have illuminated a remarkably strong correlation between the
number of Bachelor's degrees awarded in Business and the number of plumbers in South
Dakota. Our findings not only support the prior research on this curious connection but
also add a twist of unexpected humor to the scholarly discourse.

The surprising correlation coefficient of 0.9915050, with an r-squared value of 0.9830821
and a p-value of less than 0.01, underscores the robust link between these seemingly
incongruous fields. Our results provide statistical validation for the anecdotal experiences
detailed in "The Business of Plumbing: Navigating Entrepreneurial Waters" and "Pipeline
Dreams:  Business  Education  and  Blue-Collar  Realities,"  suggesting  that  the  overlap
between business academia and the plumbing profession is not simply a pipe dream.

The whimsical yet insightful works such as "Plumbing the Depths of Corporate Culture"
and  "The  Entrepreneurial  Plumber:  A Tale  of  Unexpected  Success"  may  have  been
fictional, but our empirical findings lend credence to the imaginative exploration of the
interconnectedness of these realms. Furthermore, our unconventional "literature review"
of  the  backs  of  shampoo  bottles,  while  yielding  no  substantive  insights,  serves  as  a
lighthearted reminder of the importance of approaching research with a dash of humor.

The scatterplot  presented visually  encapsulates  the  surprising correlation,  providing a
compelling illustration of the unexpected link between the number of Business degrees
awarded and the number of plumbers in South Dakota. This visual evidence complements
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the quantitative findings and lends support to the established literature that has sought to
unravel the unconventional relationship between business academia and the plumbing
workforce.

In summary,  our  study not  only affirms the unexpected correlation between business
education  and  plumbing  in  South  Dakota  but  also  underscores  the  importance  of
embracing the unanticipated twists and turns that can arise in scholarly research. As we
move forward, this peculiar correlation invites further investigation and contemplation,
adding an element of whimsy to the scholarly discourse and prompting us to reevaluate
traditional boundaries separating disciplines and professions.

6.  Conclusion

In conclusion, our offbeat exploration into the correlation between Business degrees and
the number of plumbers in South Dakota has unveiled a statistically robust relationship
that leaves us marveling at the strange bedfellows of academia and the plumbing trade.
As we wade through the data, it's clear that the flow of talent in the form of Business
graduates and the flow of pipelines in the form of plumbers are intricately linked. It's as if
each business degree awarded acts as a mini plunger, unclogging the pipeline of skilled
labor in the state!

While our findings may seem quirky, they serve as a friendly reminder that the world of
statistical analysis is not without its whimsical surprises. The unmistakable correlation
coefficient  of  0.9915050  and  p  <  0.01  for  the  years  2012  to  2021  highlights  the
unexpected  kinship between these  seemingly  incongruous  fields.  It's  almost  as  if  the
business-savvy graduates are providing a steady flow of opportunities, much like a well-
functioning faucet, for the plumbers to capitalize on.

Let's  not  forget  the  visual  evidence  in  our  scatterplot,  which  depicts  a  linear  trend
mirroring  the  substantial  statistical  correlation.  The  evidence  of  this  unexpected  link
challenges  us  to  embrace  the  delightful  mysteries  that  unfold  when  exploring  the
enigmatic world of data analysis.

At this point, it's safe to say that the correlation between Business degrees and plumbers
in South Dakota is as clear as a well-maintained drainpipe. The unexpected insights we've
encountered in this study prove that sometimes the most peculiar pairings can lead to the
most illuminating discoveries.

In  light  of  our  findings,  we  confidently  assert  that  further  research  in  this  area  is
unnecessary. After all, when it comes to connecting Business degrees and plumbers, our
study has already flushed out all the surprising revelations.
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