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Abstract

This paper examines the undeniable link between the hydroelectric energy output in Portugal and the 
proliferation of locksmiths and safe repairers in Oregon. Through the meticulous analysis of data from the 
Energy Information Administration and Bureau of Labor Statistics, we established a correlation coefficient 
of 0.6891974 with p < 0.01 for the years 2003 to 2021. The findings suggest a surprisingly strong 
relationship between the flow of hydropower and the surge of locksmith and safe repair businesses in the 
Oregon realm. Our research sheds light on the unexpected impact of hydropower across continents and 
industries, offering a uniquely humorous glimpse into the interconnected world of hydroelectricity and 
humble handymen.
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1. Introduction

As the saying goes, "It's all connected," and
indeed,  our  research  aims  to  unravel  the
curious connection between the energy flow
from  Portuguese  hydropower  and  the
emergence of locksmiths and safe repairers
in  the picturesque  state  of  Oregon.  While
most  discussions  regarding  hydropower
focus  on  its  environmental  impact  or  its
economic feasibility, our study ventures into

uncharted  territory  to  explore  the  quirky
correlation between water-generated energy
and the locksmithing trade. It's a tale of two
seemingly  unrelated  entities  coming
together  in  a  serendipitous  dance  of
statistical significance.

The pursuit of this research was not without
its challenges, as the initial reception of our
hypothesis  was  met  with  more  raised
eyebrows than a  magic  show at  a circus.
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However,  armed  with  an  arsenal  of  data
from the Energy Information Administration
and  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  we
embarked  on  a  statistical  odyssey  to
uncover  the  elusive  ties  between
hydroelectricity  and  the  key-obsessed
professionals of Oregon. It turns out that the
key  to  this  enigma  was  hidden  in  the
currents of hydropower production, waiting
to  be  unlocked  like  a  treasured  chest  in
need of safe repair. 

Now,  we  invite  you  to  join  us  on  this
scholarly  escapade  into  the  unexpected
intersection  of  hydroelectricity  and
locksmithery.  So,  fasten your  seatbelts  (or
locksmith belts,  if  you will),  because we're
about  to  navigate  a  cascade  of  numbers
and a lock-picking expedition that promises
to be anything but conventional.

2. Literature Review

In the scholarly pursuit of understanding the
idiosyncratic  relationship  between
hydropower  energy  generated  in  Portugal
and  the  number  of  locksmiths  and  safe
repairers in  Oregon,  a myriad of  research
has  been  conducted  to  elucidate  the
intricate web of connections between these
seemingly  disparate domains.  Smith et  al.
explore  the  impact  of  hydropower  on
regional economies in their influential study,
"Hydropower and Economic Development,"
highlighting  the  multifaceted repercussions
of  hydroelectricity  production  on  various
industries.  Similarly,  Doe  delves  into  the
complexities of locksmithing and safe repair
in their comprehensive analysis, "The Art of
Locks:  A  Historical  Perspective,"  offering
valuable  insights  into  the  evolution  of  the
locksmithing profession and its place within
modern society.

However,  as  we  venture  deeper  into  the
literature, we find ourselves tumbling down
a  rabbit  hole  of  unexpected  sources  that

provide  a  whimsical  twist  to  our  scholarly
pursuits.  The work of Jones et al.,  "Water,
Power, and the Art of Unlocking," introduces
a  lighthearted  perspective  on  the
intersection  of  hydropower  and
locksmithing,  incorporating  anecdotes  and
humorous  anecdotes  that  add  a  delightful
flair to the otherwise serious discourse.

Turning  our  attention  to  non-fiction  works
outside the realm of academic research, we
encounter  books  that  seemingly  meander
into the realm of  our study. Titles such as
"Flowing Currents:  Hydroelectric  Wonders"
and "The Lockpick's Handbook: Secrets of
the  Trade"  pique  our  interest  with  their
potential relevance to our investigation. 

In  a  curious  departure  from  traditional
scholarly pursuits, we whimsically consider
the  impact  of  fictional  narratives  on  our
understanding  of  hydropower  and  the
locksmithing trade. Could the adventures of
Sherlock  Holmes  in  "The  Hound  of  the
Baskervilles" shed light  on the clandestine
connection  between  water-based  energy
and the art of lock manipulation? 

Furthermore,  the  whimsical  antics  of
characters  in  cartoons  and  children's
shows,  such  as  "Inspector  Gadget"  and
"Scooby-Doo,"  offer  a  playful  yet  thought-
provoking  lens  through  which  we  can
contemplate the curious correlation between
hydropower  and  the  multitudinous
endeavors of locksmiths and safe repairers.

In  this  delightful  amalgamation  of  serious
scholarship  and  whimsical  inquiry,  our
literature  review endeavors  to  capture  the
essence  of  our  research  journey  –  a
tapestry  woven  with  threads  of  statistical
rigor and lighthearted exploration.

3. Our approach & methods

To  investigate  the  peculiar  relationship
between the hydroelectric energy output in
Portugal and the number of locksmiths and
safe repairers in Oregon, our research team

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



engaged in a statistical frolic that combined
data  mining,  correlation  analysis,  and  a
dash of whimsy. The data collection process
kicked off with a frenzy of internet scouring,
akin  to  a  treasure  hunt,  albeit  with  less
physical  exertion  and  a  lot  more
spreadsheets.

With  the  primary  focus  on  data  from  the
Energy  Information  Administration  and  the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, we navigated the
digital  sea  of  information,  akin  to  intrepid
sailors  seeking  the  elusive  connection
between  the  ebb  and  flow  of  hydropower
and  the  emergence  of  locksmithery.  The
years 2003 to 2021 played host to our data-
driven caper,  providing a robust  timeframe
for unraveling the intertwining narratives of
hydroelectricity  and  the  locksmithing  trade
in Oregon.

Our statistical compass led us to employ a
delightful  blend of  regression analysis  and
correlation  coefficients  to  measure  the
buoyancy  of  the  relationship  between
hydropower  energy  production  in  Portugal
and the surge of locksmith and safe repair
businesses  in  the  Oregon  realm.  This
methodological  concoction  allowed  us  to
unearth  insights  with  the  precision  of  a
master  craftsman  honing  a  delicate  lock,
revealing  the  intricate  dance  between  the
rise  and  fall  of  hydropower  and  the  lock-
tinkering endeavors of Oregon’s handymen.

In  applying  these  analysis  methods,  we
remained vigilant in navigating the potential
pitfalls  of  spurious  correlations,  ensuring
that  our  findings  were  anchored  in  robust
statistical  evidence  rather  than  adrift  in  a
sea  of  coincidental  whimsy.  Our  intention
was not only to uncover the correlation but
also  to  debunk  any  absurd  notions  of
causality, lest we fall victim to the siren song
of statistical shenanigans.

Throughout the research process, our team
maintained an enthusiastic outlook, invoking
the spirit of curiosity and a sprinkle of levity
to navigate the maze of data with both rigor

and mirth. This approach not only made the
research  journey  more  enjoyable  but  also
infused  our  analysis  with  the  zest  of
intellectual  playfulness,  so as to illuminate
the  surprising  relationship  between
hydroelectricity and the humble handymen
of Oregon.

4. Results

The analysis of the data gathered from the
Energy  Information  Administration  and  the
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  yielded  some
rather intriguing results. We found a robust
correlation coefficient of 0.6891974 between
the  hydropower  energy  output  in  Portugal
and  the  number  of  locksmiths  and  safe
repairers in Oregon for the period from 2003
to 2021. This correlation was accompanied
by  an  r-squared  value  of  0.4749930,  and
the  statistical  significance  was  confirmed
with a p-value of less than 0.01.

The magnitude of the correlation coefficient
suggests  a  fairly  strong  relationship
between the two variables, indicating that as
the  hydropower  energy  generation  in
Portugal fluctuated over time, so too did the
livelihoods of locksmiths and safe repairers
in the Oregonian domain. It seems that the
flow of hydropower might have unleashed a
torrent of demand for locksmithing services
in the land of the beavers, leading to a swell
in the locksmith and safe repair workforce.

To visually encapsulate this connection, we
present  Fig.  1,  a  scatterplot  that  vividly
illustrates  the  striking  correlation  between
the  hydropower  energy  output  in  Portugal
and  the  prevalence  of  lock-related
professionals  in  Oregon.  The  scatterplot
paints  a  picture  as  clear  as  a  sunlit  river,
affirming  the  undeniable  link  between
hydropower and locksmithery.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These  findings  not  only  underscore  the
surprising synchrony between hydroelectric
energy  and  the  locksmith  trade  but  also
highlight  the  sometimes  whimsical
associations that can be unearthed through
rigorous statistical  scrutiny.  It  appears that
the ebb and flow of  hydropower may well
hold the key to understanding the surge of
locksmiths  and  safe  repairers  in  Oregon,
contributing  a  wave  of  insight  into  the
interconnected  tapestry  of  nature  and
industry.

5. Discussion

The results of  our study lend credence to
the notion  that  there  exists  a peculiar  but
unmistakable  association  between
hydropower  energy  generated  in  Portugal
and  the  number  of  locksmiths  and  safe
repairers  in  Oregon.  Our  findings  support
the prior research that has sought to unravel
the  enigmatic  nexus  between  these
seemingly disparate realms.

In  line  with  the  work  of  Smith  et  al.,  our
study  underscores  the  impact  of
hydropower  on  regional  economies,
emphasizing the intricate interplay between
hydroelectricity  production  and  various
industries. The robust correlation coefficient
unearthed  in  our  analysis  aligns  with  the
notion that the flow of hydropower can have
tangible repercussions on the locksmithing

and safe repair sectors, injecting a surge of
demand akin to a powerful current.

Moreover, in a serendipitous turn of events,
our  results  echo  the  unconventional
perspectives  presented  in  Jones  et  al.'s
work,  "Water,  Power,  and  the  Art  of
Unlocking."  Our  findings  not  only
corroborate their  light-hearted approach to
the  intersection  of  hydropower  and
locksmithing  but  also  provide  empirical
evidence  to  support  the  whimsical  notion
that  a  lighthearted  exploration  of  this
correlation may yield substantive insights.

The humorous anecdotes  and unexpected
sources that permeated our literature review
have  not  merely  served  as  whimsical
diversions but  have, in fact,  contributed to
shedding  light  on  the  inexplicable  rapport
between  hydropower  and  the  multifarious
endeavors of locksmiths and safe repairers.
The rich tapestry of serious scholarship and
lighthearted  inquiry  woven  throughout  our
study mirrors the delightful amalgamation of
statistical  rigor  and  playful  exploration
encapsulated in our findings.

In conclusion, our study brings to the fore
the undeniable connection between the ebb
and  flow  of  hydropower  and  the  surge  of
locksmith and safe repair businesses in the
Oregon  realm.  It  suggests  that  the
whimsical  antics  of  characters  in  fictional
narratives may not  be so far-fetched after
all, as our statistical scrutiny has illuminated
the unmistakable link between hydropower
and  the  humble  handymen  who  navigate
the labyrinth of locks and safes. This study
serves not only to expand the boundaries of
scholarly inquiry but also to infuse a dose of
whimsy into the realm of empirical evidence,
underscoring  the  enduring  hilarity  of
hydroelectricity and the humble handymen it
propels.

6. Conclusion
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In  conclusion,  our  research has buoyantly
floated  along  the  currents  of  statistical
analysis to unravel the delightful correlation
between  Portuguese  hydropower  energy
generation  and  the  bustling  realm  of
locksmiths  and  safe  repairers  in  Oregon.
The  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.6891974 with a p-value of less than 0.01
has,  quite literally,  unlocked the door  to  a
novel  understanding  of  the  whimsical
interconnectedness  of  these  seemingly
incongruous domains.

The unexpected strength of this correlation,
akin to a securely fastened lock yielding to a
masterful locksmith's touch, has left us both
amused and intrigued.  The r-square value
of  0.4749930  further  underscores  the
substantial influence of hydropower ebb and
flow  on  the  locksmithing  landscape,
providing a tale as gripping as any riveting
narrative involving locks and keys.

As we bid adieu to this research endeavor,
we emphasize that the surge of locksmiths
and  safe  repairers  in  Oregon  appears  to
ebb  and  flow  like  the  very  hydroelectric
energy that serves as its surprising catalyst.
The  scatterplot,  much  like  a  well-crafted
pun,  vividly  captures  this  captivating
relationship, leaving us with a grin as wide
as a river in full spate.

In  light  of  these findings,  we firmly  assert
that no further exploration is needed in this
domain.  The  connection  between
hydropower  energy  generated  in  Portugal
and  the  number  of  locksmiths  and  safe
repairers in Oregon stands as a testament
to  the  marvels  of  statistical  serendipity,
offering  a  refreshing  perspective  on  the
amusingly  entangled  world  of
hydroelectricity and humble handymen. Let
this study be a lighthearted reminder that in
the  realm of  research,  as  in  locksmithery,
sometimes  a  fitting  key  is  all  it  takes  to
unlock a treasure trove of insight.
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