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Highway Robbery: Unraveling the Surprising Relationship Between 
Traffic Technicians in Louisiana and Pirate Attacks in Indonesia

Connor Hamilton, Aaron Travis, George P Truman

Berkeley, California

This paper delves into a seemingly unrelated pair of phenomena – the number of traffic
technicians in Louisiana and the number of pirate attacks in Indonesia. Drawing on data
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Statista, we conducted a thorough investigation to
explore this bizarre correlation. Our research team was astonished to find a statistically
significant correlation coefficient of 0.7689565 and p < 0.01 for the period from 2008 to
2022. The results of our analysis not only shed light on this peculiar connection but also
demonstrate the potential for unexpected intersections between seemingly distant domains.
Through  wit  and  wisdom,  we  navigate  the  seas  of  data  to  unveil  the  intriguing  links
between  traffic  technicians  and  pirate  attacks,  leaving  readers  both  entertained  and
enlightened. Prepare to set sail on a voyage of statistical discovery!

INTRODUCTION

     Ahoy,  mateys!  Welcome to  our  exhilarating
expedition  into  the  uncharted  waters  of  statistical
analysis and peculiar correlations. As we set sail on
this scholarly journey, we embark on an odyssey of
unexpected  connections,  weaving  a  tale  that
involves  traffic  technicians  in  the  bayous  of
Louisiana  and  pirate  attacks  in  the  exotic
archipelagos of Indonesia.

     At first glance, one might scoff at the notion that
there  could  be  any  conceivable  link  between  the
number  of  traffic  technicians  diligently  managing
the  roads  of  Louisiana  and  the  swashbuckling
adventures  of  pirates  in  the  distant  waters  of
Indonesia. Yet, as we delve deeper into the treasure
trove of  data  from the Bureau of  Labor Statistics
and  Statista,  we  find  ourselves  enchanted  by  the
discovery of a staggering correlation between these
seemingly disparate variables.

     What, you may ask, does the number of highway
heroes in Louisiana have to do with the exploits of
sea bandits in Indonesia? Fear not, dear reader, for
we shall unveil the mystery, navigating the choppy
seas  of  statistical  analysis  with  both  rigour  and
levity.  Prepare  to  be  dazzled  by  the  unexpected
connections lurking beneath the surface of our data
analyses,  and  brace  yourself  for  some  “highway
robbery”  of  your  conventional  assumptions  about
correlations.

     Our quest will not only entertain and amuse, but
also  challenge  the  very  foundations  of  how  we
perceive  statistical  relationships.  So,  hoist  the
anchor of skepticism, unfurl  the sails  of curiosity,
and join us on this daring escapade as we delve into
the  intriguing  enigma  of  traffic  technicians  and
pirates, setting the scientific compass towards new
horizons of discovery. Let the statistical adventure
begin!
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LITERATURE REVIEW

     In  their  seminal  work,  Smith  et  al.  (2015)
examine  the  labor  market  trends  of  traffic
technicians  in  Louisiana,  providing  a
comprehensive  analysis  of  the  factors  influencing
their  numbers  and  spatial  distribution.  Their
rigorous  study  offers  invaluable  insights  into  the
demographic composition and employment patterns
of this vital workforce, illuminating the challenges
and  opportunities  faced  by  those  who  keep  the
traffic flowing in the Pelican State.

     However, as we delve into the murky depths of
statistical relationships, we encounter an unexpected
whirlpool  of  data  that  draws  our  attention  to  a
whimsical connection between the aforementioned
traffic technicians and the far-flung pirate attacks in
the waters surrounding the Indonesian archipelago.
What  could  possibly  link  these  seemingly
incongruous  phenomena,  you  may  wonder?  Fear
not,  for  we  shall  voyage  through  the  waves  of
academic  literature  to  unravel  this  enigmatic
correlation.

     Turning to the work of Doe and Jones (2018), we
are  treated  to  a  thorough exploration  of  maritime
piracy in the modern era, delving into the historical
roots  and  contemporary  dynamics  of  pirate
activities.  Their  meticulous  analysis  delivers  a
bounty  of  insights  into  the  geographical  hotspots
and  temporal  patterns  of  piracy,  painting  a  vivid
picture of the high-stakes drama that unfolds on the
high seas.

     Yet, as we peer through the spyglass of statistical
inquiry, we find ourselves captivated by the striking
revelation that the number of traffic technicians in
Louisiana appears to dance a curious jig in tandem
with  the  incidence  of  pirate  attacks  in  Indonesia.
The plot thickens, as our academic odyssey propels
us  into  the  uncharted  territory  of  unexpected
correlations, where the laws of probability seem to
have  been  waylaid  by  forces  beyond  our  mortal
comprehension.

     Departing from the realms of sober academic
discourse, we must also tip our tricorn hats to the

ever-insightful  non-fiction  tomes  that  enrich  our
understanding of these curious paradigms. In "The
Big  Book  of  Highways:  Tales  from  Louisiana's
Road  Warriors"  by  Driveway  McGee  (2016),
readers  are  regaled  with  enthralling  accounts  of
traffic  technicians  navigating  the  perils  of  roads
riddled  with  ruts,  potholes,  and  the  occasional
alligator-induced detour. Meanwhile, "Pirate Perils:
A  Swashbuckling  Chronicle  of  Maritime
Marauders" by Captain Blackbeard (2017) takes us
on a rollicking journey through the annals of piracy,
regaling us with tales of plunder, parlay, and peg-
legged prowess.

     As we venture into the fathomless sea of literary
imagination, it would be remiss not to pay homage
to fictional works tinged with the tantalizing allure
of traffic management and piracy. From the riveting
"Congested  Highways,  Clear  Skies"  by  Anne
Gridlock  (2019)  to  the  high-seas  adventure  of
"Treasure  Island  Traffic  Jam"  by  Robert  Louis
Congestion (2015), these literary concoctions offer
a whimsical juxtaposition of themes that both tickle
the intellect and tickle the funny bone.

     Furthermore, in the realm of internet folklore,
the infamous "Pirate vs. Traffic Technician" meme,
depicting a swashbuckling buccaneer engaged in a
sword fight  with  a  bespectacled  traffic  technician
armed  with  a  stop  sign,  serves  as  a  humorous
testament to the unexpected overlaps between these
seemingly disparate domains. This meme has sailed
the virtual seas of online culture, eliciting chuckles
and head scratches in equal measure, as denizens of
the digital  realm ponder the enigmatic connection
between these two entities.

     With these diversified sources guiding our ship
of inquiry, we chart a course towards the unveiling
of  the  peculiar  relationship  between  traffic
technicians  in  Louisiana  and  pirate  attacks  in
Indonesia.  As  we  navigate  through  the  waves  of
literature  and  popular  culture,  our  quest  for
understanding  is  illuminated  by  the  lanterns  of
humor  and  curiosity,  casting  a  light  on  the
unexplored  contours  of  statistical  connectivity.
Prepare to  be both informed and amused,  for  our
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odyssey  of  scientific  discovery  promises  to  be  a
rollicking  adventure  across  the  seas  of  statistical
quirkiness.  Onward,  dear  reader,  to  the  shores  of
revelatory correlation!

METHODOLOGY

     1. Data Collection:

     

     This study embarked on a daring escapade to
gather data on two seemingly unrelated phenomena
- the number of traffic technicians in the sweltering
bayous  of  Louisiana  and  the  daring  exploits  of
pirates  in  the  exotic  waters  of  Indonesia.  Our
research crew scoured the vast seas of the internet,
navigating through the choppy waters of the Bureau
of  Labor  Statistics  and  Statista  to  procure  the
necessary  data.  We  cat-herded  numerous  datasets
from the years 2008 to 2022, utilizing our scientific
prowess and nautical wit to ensure we captured a
comprehensive view of these disparate yet strangely
correlated variables.

     2. Statistical Analysis:

     Once we had plundered, er, I mean, collected all
the  requisite  data,  we  donned  our  metaphorical
pirate  hats  and marched  boldly  into  the  realm of
statistical  analysis.  Using  the  dexterous  tools  of
math and data science, we unleashed our arsenal of
statistical tests to assess the strength and direction
of  the  relationship  between  the  number  of  traffic
technicians in Louisiana and the incidence of pirate
attacks  in  Indonesia.  Armed  with  correlation
coefficients and p-values, we undertook a rigorous
examination  to  uncover  the  hidden  treasures  of
statistically  significant  associations  between  these
unexpected domains.

     3. Control Variables:

     In navigating the treacherous waters of research,
we were astute enough to heed the pearls of wisdom
from the scientific community and employed a fleet
of control variables to steer our analyses true. While
the  relationship  between  traffic  technicians  and

pirate  attacks  may  seem  as  capricious  as  the
turbulent waves of the ocean, we diligently adjusted
for potential confounding factors such as maritime
trade,  global  political  unrest,  and,  of  course,  the
phase  of  the  moon.  Our  intellectual  prowess  in
accounting  for  these  variables  ensured  that  our
findings remained as sturdy as a well-rigged ship in
a storm.

     4. Sensitivity Analysis:

    

    As we set our sights on the horizon of scientific
inquiry,  our  trusty  crew of  researchers  spared  no
effort in conducting a sensitivity analysis to test the
robustness  of  our  findings.  We  meticulously
prodded and poked our datasets, subjecting them to
various  simulations  and stress  tests  like a  curious
octopus  examining  a  sunken  treasure  chest.  The
results  of  these sensitivity  analyses confirmed the
resilience  of  our  observed  relationship,  akin  to  a
steadfast lighthouse weathering the tumultuous seas
of statistical uncertainty.

     With this lighthearted yet thorough approach to
the methodology, we firmly anchored our scientific
expedition  in  the  traditions  of  empirical  inquiry
while  infusing  it  with  the  spirit  of  adventure  and
curiosity. The statistics may have been serious, but
our  research  journey  was  nothing  short  of  a
rollicking  tale  on  the  high  seas  of  academic
exploration.  Onward  to  the  interpretation  of  our
findings,  where we shall  unravel  the mysteries  of
our statistically significant discoveries and chart a
course for new frontiers of interdisciplinary inquiry!

And now, it's time to navigate the choppy waters of
interpretation as we make sense of this seemingly
whimsical  web  of  statistical  intrigue.  Let's  delve
into  the  heart  of  our  findings  and  reveal  the
unexpected connections between traffic technicians
and  pirates,  shedding  light  on  this  enigmatic
relationship  with  a  blend  of  scholarly  rigor  and
nautical  whimsy.  Brace  yourself  for  a  wild  ride
through the waves of statistical interpretation!
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RESULTS

Our exploration into the bizarre correlation between
the number of traffic technicians in Louisiana and
the  frequency  of  pirate  attacks  in  Indonesia  has
unearthed  some  truly  astonishing  findings.  After
rigorously  analyzing  the  data  obtained  from  the
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  Statista  for  the
period spanning 2008 to 2022, we can confidently
declare  that  there  is  indeed  a  remarkably  strong
association  between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables.

First  and  foremost,  our  analysis  revealed  a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.7689565,  indicating  a
robust positive correlation between the number of
traffic technicians in Louisiana and the incidence of
pirate  attacks  in  Indonesia.  This  result  is  nothing
short  of  a  statistical  swashbuckler,  shattering
conventional  expectations  and  proving  that  these
two  disparate  domains  are  not  as  distant  as  one
might assume.

Furthermore,  our  findings  are  bolstered  by  an  r-
squared  value  of  0.5912942,  underscoring  the
substantial proportion of variance in pirate attacks
that  can  be  explained  by  the  number  of  traffic
technicians. In essence, our data not only point to a
connection but also provide a compelling glimpse
into  the  extent  to  which  these  peculiar  variables
coalesce.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The cherry on top of this statistical sundae is the p-
value  of  less  than  0.01,  signifying  the  notable

significance of the relationship we have uncovered.
This result defies logic and transcends the realms of
traditional statistical expectations, leaving us in awe
of the unlikely but undeniable bond between traffic
technicians and pirates.

To visually capture the magnitude of this revelatory
correlation,  we  present  Fig.  1,  a  scatterplot  that
vividly  illustrates  the  strong  and  unmistakable
relationship  between  the  number  of  traffic
technicians in Louisiana and the number of pirate
attacks  in  Indonesia.  This  graph  is  not  just  a
testament to our findings but is also a testament to
the  unexpected  surprises  that  await  us  when  we
venture  into  the  uncharted  territories  of  statistical
analysis.

In conclusion, our investigation into this perplexing
correlation  has  not  only  broadened  our
understanding  of  statistical  relationships  but  has
also  underscored  the  whimsical  and unpredictable
nature  of  data.  As  we  navigate  these  uncharted
waters  of  statistical  inquiry,  we  urge  fellow
researchers  to  embrace  the  unexpected,  for  who
knows  what  other  curious  connections  lie  hidden
beneath the surface of numerical data.

DISCUSSION

Our  findings  present  a  puzzling  yet  captivating
portrait of the unlikely kinship between the number
of traffic technicians in Louisiana and the frequency
of pirate attacks in Indonesia. It appears that these
seemingly  unrelated  variables  are  not  content  to
dwell  in  separate  statistical  realms;  instead,  they
have  conspired  to  forge  a  significant  and  robust
correlation  that  sails  against  the  winds  of
conventional wisdom.

Lest one believe this to be a mere flight of statistical
fancy,  our results  align with previous research by
Smith et al. (2015) and Doe and Jones (2018) who,
albeit in more serious tones, hinted at the possibility
of  unexpected  intersections  between  disparate
phenomena. In line with their scholarly endeavors,
our rib-tickling revelation serves as a testament to
the  richness  and  unpredictability  of  statistical
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relationships,  encapsulating  the  sheer  serendipity
that pervades the annals of research.

One  cannot  help  but  marvel  at  the  statistical
swashbuckling  on  display,  as  the  correlation
coefficient  of  0.7689565  stands  as  a  flagrant
violation of probabilistic expectations. This robust
positive correlation bewitches our minds and begs
the question: what mystical forces could be at play,
invisibly tethering traffic technicians and pirates in
a statistical dance of peculiar predictability?

Moreover,  the  r-squared  value  of  0.5912942
provides  a  hearty  serving  of  explanatory  power,
emphasizing  the  substantial  variance  in  pirate
attacks that can be ascribed to the presence of those
vigilant traffic technicians. It is a statistical feat that
echoes the maritime tales of old, where the prowess
of  able  seamen  shaped  the  destinies  of  ships  on
treacherous waters.

Ah, and let us not forget the p-value, that enigmatic
threshold of statistical significance! With a value of
less  than  0.01,  it  stands  as  a  testament  to  the
palpable  significance  of  this  unexpected
relationship.  It  is  as if  the gods of  statistics have
deemed the correlation between traffic technicians
and pirates to be a tale worthy of bardic acclaim,
infusing it with an unwavering aura of importance.

As we gaze upon the scatterplot in Fig. 1, we cannot
help but see a reflection of the whimsical nature of
our  scholarly  pursuits.  The  graph,  with  its  dots
swirling  in  a  captivating  dance  of  statistical
camaraderie,  serves  as  a  visual  testament  to  the
ephemeral  beauty  that  can  be  found  amidst  the
matrices and axes of scientific inquiry.

In closing, our findings beckon us to approach the
tapestry of statistical  relationships with a spirit  of
curiosity and open-mindedness. For just as the tides
ebb and flow with capricious uncertainty, so too do
the currents of statistical  inquiry carry us towards
unexpected  shores.  May  our  research  stand  as  a
lighthearted  yet  thought-provoking  reminder  that
within the vast expanse of research lies a treasure
trove of mirth and marvel, waiting to be discovered

by intrepid scholars bold enough to gaze beyond the
confines of convention.

CONCLUSION

CONCLUSION

Avast, me hearties! As we weigh anchor and lower
the  sails  on  this  daring  statistical  odyssey,  we
cannot  help  but  marvel  at  the  treasure  trove  of
insights  uncovered  in  our  quest  to  unravel  the
enigmatic  link  between  traffic  technicians  in
Louisiana and pirate escapades in Indonesia.

The  statistically  significant  correlation  coefficient
of 0.7689565 has truly left us feeling like we've hit
the  jackpot  in  a  game of  statistical  roulette.  Who
would  have  thought  that  the  number  of  traffic
technicians could be so intricately intertwined with
the  exploits  of  swashbuckling  pirates  halfway
across  the  globe?  It  seems  that  the  traffic
technicians are not merely directing traffic but also
unknowingly charting the course for pirate ships –
talk about a high-seas adventure in correlation!

With  an  r-squared  value  of  0.5912942,  we  find
ourselves awash in the realization that nearly 60%
of the variance in pirate attacks can be explained by
the  number  of  traffic  technicians.  It's  as  if  these
variables are  engaged in a dance as intricate  as a
pirate's  treasure  map,  guiding  us  through  the
labyrinthine world of statistical relationships.

And let's not forget the p-value of less than 0.01,
which  has  us  feeling  like we've stumbled upon a
chest of statistical gold. It's clear that this peculiar
link between traffic  technicians and pirates is  not
just  a mere coincidence but a bona fide statistical
phenomenon worth its weight in doubloons.

As we bid adieu to this captivating statistical tale,
we are left  with a sense of awe at  the whimsical
nature of data. From now on, we may never look at
traffic  technicians  and  pirate  attacks  in  quite  the
same way again – who knew there was a statistical
rendezvous simmering beneath the surface?
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In  conclusion,  our  findings  not  only  challenge
conventional  assumptions  about  statistical
relationships but also imbue the realm of research
with a sense of adventure and unpredictability. We
boldly  assert  that  there  is  no  need  for  further
research in this peculiar avenue of inquiry, for we
have  sailed  the  statistical  seas  and  uncovered  a
treasure  trove  of  insights  that  leave  us  both
entertained  and  enlightened.  Onward  to  new
statistical  horizons  –  until  the  next  unexpected
correlation beckons!
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