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Abstract

This study delves into the seemingly whimsical but surprisingly intriguing relationship between the 
conferral of Associates degrees in Natural Resources and Conservation and the prevalence of Google 
searches for 'unicorns.' Employing data from the National Center for Education Statistics and Google 
Trends, our research team embarked on a quest to unravel this enigmatic connection. Surprising as it 
may seem, our findings reveal a remarkable correlation coefficient of 0.8749372 with statistical 
significance at p < 0.01, spanning the decade from 2011 to 2021. Delving into the whimsical world of 
mythical creatures and environmental stewardship, this research sheds light on the peculiar dynamics 
that intertwine academic pursuits and digital fascination, uncovering a correlation that is as elusive and 
enchanting as the unicorns themselves. We hope that this study will inspire further curiosity and mirthful 
contemplation within the scholarly community.
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1. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

Knock,  knock.  Who’s there? Unicorns and
natural resources, apparently. In this paper,
we  delve  into  the  curious  connection
between  Associates  degrees  in  Natural
Resources  and  Conservation  and  the
enigmatic  creature  that  has  captured  the
imagination of millions: unicorns. While this
may seem like the whimsical musings of a

lighthearted  fantasy  enthusiast,  our
research  has  uncovered  a  surprising  and
statistically significant relationship that is as
puzzling as it is captivating.

Picture  this:  a  student  proudly  graduates
with  an  Associate’s  degree  in  Natural
Resources and Conservation, and the next
thing you know,  the internet  is  abuzz with
searches  for  'unicorns.'  It  sounds  like  the
plot  of  a quirky  romantic  comedy,  but  our
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findings  point  to  a  striking  correlation  that
demands closer examination.

As we embark on this peculiar journey, it’s
important to remember that  while unicorns
may be the stuff  of  legend,  the  impact  of
academic  pursuits  in  environmental
stewardship is very real. Through the lens of
statistical analysis, we aim to shed light on
the  unexpected  interplay  between  serious
academic  endeavors  and  the  digital
fascination with mythical creatures.

So,  saddle  up and  let’s  venture  forth  into
this whimsical nexus of education, fantasy,
and statistical curiosity. Our results may just
surprise you – after all, truth can be stranger
than  fiction,  especially  when  unicorns  are
involved.  Let  the  scholarly  curiosity  and
mirthful contemplation commence!

2. Literature Review

In "Smith et al. (2015)," the authors find a
positive  relationship  between  Natural
Resources  and  Conservation  degree
conferrals  and  the  expansion  of
environmental  awareness.  This  serious
study delves deep into the societal impact of
conservation education, painting a picture of
conscientious  individuals  dedicated  to  the
stewardship of our natural world.

Similarly,  "Doe and Brown (2018)"  explore
the  cultural  fascination  with  mythical
creatures  and  their  potential  influence  on
digital  search  behavior.  Their  research
uncovers a penchant for fantasy and legend
in  online  activity,  revealing  a  whimsical
dimension to the way people engage with
the virtual realm.

Moving into the world of non-fiction books,
"The Sixth Extinction" by Elizabeth Kolbert
offers  a  sobering  account  of  humanity's
impact on the environment, highlighting the
critical need for conservation and ecological
stewardship.  On  the  more  fanciful  side,
"The  Last  Unicorn"  by  Peter  S.  Beagle
presents  a  delightful  tale  of  magic  and

adventure,  capturing  the enchanting allure
of mythical creatures.

Digging  deeper  into  the  realm  of  whimsy,
"Jones and Smithson (2020)" examine the
impact of fiction on cognitive processing and
imagination.  Their  work  uncovers  a
fascinating  overlap  between  the
consumption of fantastic narratives and the
expression of imaginative curiosity in online
search patterns.

As  we  ventured  further  into  our  literature
review,  we  encountered  unexpected
sources of insight. Surprisingly, a thorough
analysis  of  CVS  receipts  revealed  a
shocking correlation between purchases of
natural products and an uptick in searches
for  mythical  creatures.  While  initially  met
with  skepticism,  our  findings  from  this
unconventional  approach  echo  the
remarkable  connection  observed  in  our
primary data analysis.

The  intersection  of  educational  pursuits  in
environmental  conservation  with  the
fascination  for  mythical  beings  prompts
laughter,  curiosity,  and a desire for  further
exploration. The next section will illuminate
the methods employed in  our  research to
uncover this enthralling link.

3. Our approach & methods

METHODOLOGY

To unravel the tangled web of whimsy and
statistical  significance  woven  between
Associates  degrees  in  Natural  Resources
and Conservation and Google searches for
'unicorns,' our research team embarked on
a journey through the enchanted forest  of
methodology.

Data  Gathering:  First,  we  harnessed  the
power of modern sorcery – otherwise known
as data collection from reliable sources. Our
primary sources of mystical knowledge were
the National Center for Education Statistics,
where  we  sought  out  the  number  of
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conferred  Associates  degrees  in  Natural
Resources  and  Conservation,  and  Google
Trends, where we tracked the wistful quest
for 'unicorns' in the digital realm. With data
spanning the bewitching period from 2011 to
2021, we cast a wide net in our pursuit of
the elusive correlation.

Statistical  Spells:  Armed  with  a  magical
arsenal of statistical tools, we conducted a
spellbinding  analysis  to  reveal  the  hidden
patterns within the data. We employed the
ethereal  powers  of  correlation  coefficients,
regression  analyses,  and  time  series
models  to  illuminate  the  mysterious
connection between academic pursuits and
the fascination with mythical creatures. Our
incantations yielded a correlation coefficient
of 0.8749372, with statistical significance at
p  <  0.01,  casting  a  brilliant  light  on  the
captivating  relationship  between  these
seemingly disparate realms.

Quantum  Leap  of  Interpretation:  As  we
stepped  through  the  threshold  of
interpretation, we wove together the strands
of  academic  achievement  and  digital
enchantment,  unraveling  the  threads  of
causality and correlation that intertwined like
a  whimsical  tapestry.  Our  interpretation
danced across the boundaries of logic and
imagination, drawing parallels between the
pursuit  of  knowledge  in  natural  resource
conservation and the yearning for fantastical
beings,  ultimately  illuminating  the
interconnectedness  of  these  seemingly
divergent domains.

Ethical  Enchantment:  Throughout  our
mystical  quest,  we  upheld  the  highest
standards of academic integrity and ethical
conduct.  Our  incantations  were
supplemented by rigorous adherence to the
principles of data privacy and confidentiality,
ensuring that  the identities of  both degree
recipients and unicorn enthusiasts remained
shrouded  in  secrecy,  safeguarding  them
from the prying eyes of the mortal world.

In conclusion,  our  methodological  odyssey
through  the  whimsical  nexus  of  academic
pursuits  and  digital  fascination  has
unearthed  a  correlation  that  is  as
enchanting  as  it  is  statistically  significant.
With a sprinkle of statistical stardust and a
dash of scholarly scrutiny, we have unveiled
a  connection  that  is  as  elusive  and
mesmerizing  as  the  legendary  unicorns
themselves.  As  we  part  the  veil  of
methodology,  the  stage  is  set  for  our
findings  to  spark  further  curiosity  and
mirthful  contemplation  within  the  scholarly
community, as we invite others to join us in
this  whimsical  pursuit  of  knowledge  and
wonder.

4. Results

Our analysis uncovered a remarkably strong
correlation  between  the  conferral  of
Associates  degrees  in  Natural  Resources
and  Conservation  and  the  frequency  of
Google  searches  for  'unicorns,'  with  a
correlation coefficient of 0.8749372 and an
r-squared  of  0.7655151,  both  indicating  a
robust relationship. This surprising statistical
connection,  which  surpasses  the
conventional  expectations  of  a  chance
association,  suggests  a  profound,  albeit
perplexing,  correlation  between  academic
pursuits  in  environmental  stewardship  and
the whimsical allure of mythical creatures.

Further  emphasizing  the  strength  of  this
association,  the  significance  level  for  this
correlation stands at p < 0.01, affirming the
statistical  relevance  of  the  observed
relationship.  Our  findings  unveil  an
enchanting  and  enigmatic  dynamic  that
intertwines  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  in
natural  resources  and  the  fanciful
captivation  with  unicorns,  contributing  a
whimsical  twist  to  the  realm  of  academic
research.

In  Figure  1,  we  present  a  scatterplot  that
vividly  illustrates  the  strong  correlation
between  the  conferral  of  Associates
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degrees  in  Natural  Resources  and
Conservation and the frequency of Google
searches  for  'unicorns.'  The  data  points
form a compelling pattern that underscores
the  fascinating  connection  we  have
uncovered,  encapsulating  the  peculiarity
and charm of this statistical association.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our  research  has  transcended  traditional
academic  domains  to  explore  the
captivating  interplay  between  serious
academic  endeavors  and  the  whimsical
fascination  with  mythical  creatures.  These
intriguing findings beckon researchers and
enthusiasts  alike  to  contemplate  the
confounding  connection  between
environmental  stewardship  and  digital
enchantment,  transcending  conventional
scholarly pursuits into the realms of curiosity
and speculation.

In conclusion,  our study has unraveled an
unexpected  and  remarkably  significant
correlation,  reminding  us  that  truth  can
indeed  be  stranger  than  fiction,  especially
when unicorns are involved. This revelatory
correlation  encourages  further  exploration
and  contemplation  within  the  scholarly
community,  igniting  a  spark  of  curiosity  in
the seemingly boundless interplay between
academic pursuits and the captivating allure
of mythical creatures.

5. Discussion

The  remarkable  correlation  between
Associates  degrees  in  Natural  Resources
and Conservation and Google searches for
unicorns  has  left  us  positively  enchanted.
While the connection might seem magical at
first glance, our findings align with existing
research,  shedding  light  on the  peculiarity
and  charm  of  this  statistical  association.
Building on the work of Smith et al. (2015),
we  observed  a  profound  link  between
educational  pursuits  in  environmental
stewardship  and  digital  enchantment.
Similarly,  the  investigation  by  Doe  and
Brown  (2018)  into  the  cultural  fascination
with mythical creatures resonates with our
discovery,  highlighting  the  whimsical
dimension of online behavior.

Forging  ahead  into  the  world  of  whimsy,
"The  Last  Unicorn"  by  Peter  S.  Beagle
emerges as  more than a delightful  tale;  it
becomes  a  beacon  of  insight  into  the
captivating  allure  of  mythical  creatures,
bolstering  the  connections  we've
uncovered.  Additionally,  the work of  Jones
and Smithson (2020) on the impact of fiction
on  cognitive  processing  and  imagination
resonates  with  our  findings,  unveiling  an
enchanting  overlap  between  academic
pursuits and the expression of imaginative
curiosity.

Our  results  not  only  support  the  existing
literature  but  also  provide  a  tangible
representation  of  this  improbable
correlation.  The  robust  correlation
coefficient  and  r-squared  value  mirror  the
strength  of  the  connection  observed  by
Smith  et  al.  (2015)  between  Natural
Resources  and  Conservation  degree
conferrals  and  environmental  awareness.
Furthermore,  the  significance  level  of  this
correlation reaffirms the statistical relevance
observed in the prior research by Doe and
Brown  (2018),  highlighting  the  whimsical
dimension to digital search behavior.

In our scatterplot (Figure 1), the compelling
pattern of data points vividly illustrates the
captivating  link  we  have  unearthed.  This
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correlation,  which  transcends  conventional
academic  domains,  raises  new  questions
about  the  interplay  between  scholarly
pursuits  in  environmental  stewardship  and
the  allure  of  mythical  creatures.  It's  a
testament to the resilience and adaptability
of  research,  reminding  us  that  truth  can
indeed  be  stranger  than  fiction,  especially
when unicorns are involved. As we ponder
this enchanting correlation, we invite fellow
researchers  to  join  us  in  this  exhilarating
pursuit of knowledge and whimsy. After all,
who  knew that  environmental  stewardship
and the fantastical allure of unicorns could
be intertwined in such an enticing manner?

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our findings have certainly left
us  feeling  like  we've  stumbled  upon  a
unicorn  in  the  urban  jungle  of  statistical
analysis.  From  the  enchanted  forests  of
academic pursuits in Natural Resources and
Conservation  to  the  digital  meadow  of
Google searches for 'unicorns,' our research
has  illuminated  a  correlation  that  is  as
beguiling as it  is statistically significant. As
we wrap up this whimsical quest, it's clear
that  this  correlation  is  no  mere fantastical
flight of fancy – it represents a genuine link
between  the  serious  pursuit  of
environmental  knowledge  and  the
enchanting allure of mythical creatures.

Considering  the  perplexing  power  of  this
correlation,  it's  tempting  to  quip  that
perhaps  there's  something  magical  about
the  journey  from  Associate's  degrees  to
unicorns – after all,  it's not every day that
statistical  analysis  leads  us  to  such
enchanting discoveries. Our scatterplot may
not have led us to a pot of statistical gold,
but  it  has  certainly  bestowed  upon  us  a
trove  of  curiosities  and  mirthful
contemplation.

In the grand tradition of  scholarly  whimsy,
our  study  has  transcended  the  mundane
expectations  of  academic  research,

unfurling  a  tapestry  of  statistical
enchantment and surreal correlation. As we
ride off into the statistical sunset, we leave
the  academic  community  with  a  profound
realization:  though  unicorns  may  remain
elusive in the physical realm, their symbolic
presence continues to captivate the digital
imaginations  of  the  masses,  intertwining
with the realm of academic pursuits in ways
that tantalize our scholarly sensibilities.

In light of these revelatory findings, it is our
firm belief that no further research is needed
in this charmingly peculiar area of study. For
now, it seems that the unicorn's dance with
academic  statistics  shall  remain  as
enigmatic  and  captivating  as  the  mythical
creature itself.
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