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ABSTRACT

The Enigmatic Connection: A Horn-y Investigation of Associates
Degrees in Natural Resources and Conservation and Google

Searches for 'Unicorns'

This research paper presents the findings of a peculiar correlation between the number
of Associates degrees awarded in the field of Natural Resources and Conservation and
the frequency of Google searches for 'unicorns'. Using data from the National Center for
Education Statistics and Google Trends, our research team delved into this whimsical
phenomenon. We discovered a remarkable correlation coefficient of 0.8749372, with a
statistically  significant  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  for  the  years  2011  to  2021.  Our
investigation prompts us to consider whether the pursuit of eco-conscious knowledge
and the enchanting allure of mythical creatures are intertwined in the curious landscape
of  internet  searches.  The tantalizing correlation raises questions about  the potential
influence of environmental education on the human fascination with fantastical beings.
This study provokes both bemusement and intellectual inquiry, offering a lighthearted
yet thought-provoking analysis of an unexpectedly delightful juxtaposition.
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I. Introduction

      The pursuit of knowledge in natural resources and conservation is a serious and noble 

endeavor. As researchers, we are accustomed to scrutinizing data, identifying patterns, and 

uncovering correlations. However, every so often, we stumble upon a correlation that tickles our 

scientific sensibilities and leaves us pondering the whimsical quirks of human behavior.

      In this study, we delve into the enigmatic correlation between the number of Associates 

degrees awarded in the field of Natural Resources and Conservation and the frequency of Google

searches for 'unicorns'. While the former pertains to the commendable pursuit of sustainable 

environmental practices, the latter conjures images of myth, magic, and glittering horned 

creatures prancing through enchanted forests. The juxtaposition of these two seemingly unrelated

variables invites both incredulity and amusement, prompting us to embark on a journey of 

statistical analysis and wry contemplation.

      Our research endeavors to shed light on this charming confluence of eco-conscious education

and the tantalizing allure of fantastical beasts. Through a combination of data from the National 

Center for Education Statistics and Google Trends, we have unearthed a correlation coefficient 

that warrants attention—0.8749372, to be exact. Our statistical analysis yields a p-value of less 

than 0.01 for the years 2011 to 2021, signaling a robust and statistically significant relationship 

between these variables.

      As we embark on this horn-y investigation, we are propelled by a unique blend of scientific 

rigor and tongue-in-cheek curiosity. The correlation we have unraveled raises questions that 

evoke both bemusement and intellectual inquiry. Are individuals with a penchant for 
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environmental studies also enraptured by the allure of unicorns, or could there be a deeper, 

metaphorical connection between the preservation of nature and the fascination with mythical 

creatures? Our study invites a mirthful yet thought-provoking exploration of a correlation that 

captures the imagination and elicits a wry smile from even the most stoic of researchers.

II. Literature Review

In the realm of environmental education and its intersection with popular culture, the literature 

offers a plethora of scholarly insights and surprising connections. Smith (2015) explores the 

educational pathways of individuals in natural resource management and conservation, 

emphasizing the importance of cultivating a deep understanding of ecological systems. Doe 

(2018) delves into the societal impact of environmental literacy, highlighting the necessity of 

fostering an appreciation for the natural world. Jones (2020) investigates the evolving landscape 

of conservation education, underscoring the need for innovative approaches to engage 

individuals in sustainable practices.

Turning our attention to the fantastical realm that has captured the human imagination for 

centuries, "The Last Unicorn" by Peter S. Beagle (1968) transports readers into a whimsical 

narrative brimming with enchanting creatures and magical landscapes. Additionally, "Stardust" 

by Neil Gaiman (1999) immerses its audience in a world where mythical beings weave 

seamlessly into the fabric of reality, tempting readers to embrace the marvels of imagination.

As our study traverses the terrain of unexpected correlations, we draw inspiration from cultural 

touchstones such as the television series "MythBusters." This show, while not directly related to 
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our academic pursuit, serves as a source of methodological creativity and perhaps a touch of 

irreverent whimsy as we explore the correlation between Associates degrees in Natural 

Resources and Conservation and the curious phenomenon of Google searches for 'unicorns'.

The peculiar intersection of environmental education and mythical fascination prompts us to 

embark on a lighthearted yet intellectually stimulating inquiry. Our foray into this delightful 

correlation invites a playful examination of the human penchant for the extraordinary, offering a 

lighthearted exploration that brightens the otherwise serious landscape of academic research.

III. Methodology

The methodology employed in this study involved a multifaceted approach to unravel the 

captivating correlation between Associates degrees awarded in Natural Resources and 

Conservation and Google searches for 'unicorns'. The initial phase of our research centered upon 

data collection, encompassing the retrieval of information from the National Center for 

Education Statistics (NCES) and Google Trends. By aggregating data from 2011 to 2021, we 

sought to capture a comprehensive overview of the temporal dynamics of this captivating 

association.

The primary source of data pertained to the number of Associates degrees awarded in Natural 

Resources and Conservation, which served as the quantitative representation of eco-conscious 

education. This information was meticulously compiled from the databases of NCES, ensuring a 

meticulous examination of academic pursuits in the realm of environmental stewardship. 

Conversely, the frequency of Google searches for 'unicorns' emerged as the whimsical 
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counterpart, reflecting the enchanting allure of mythical creatures that permeate the virtual 

domain. The utilization of Google Trends enabled the capture of search volume index data, 

laying the groundwork for a comparative analysis with the educational endeavors in Natural 

Resources and Conservation.

To address potential confounding variables and establish robustness in our analysis, we applied a

blend of statistical methods to assess the relationship between these ostensibly disparate 

domains. The calculation of a correlation coefficient, specifically Pearson's r, provided 

quantitative insight into the strength and direction of the association between the number of 

Associates degrees and Google searches for 'unicorns'. Additionally, the determination of a p-

value facilitated the assessment of statistical significance, offering a means to discern the 

veracity of the identified correlation.

The research team adopted a playful yet rigorous stance, recognizing the delightful incongruity 

of this exploration. We reveled in the convoluted intertwining of eco-conscious education and the

elusive pursuit of unicorns, infusing our methodology with intellectual curiosity and a sprinkle of

whimsy. The synthesis of data from NCES and Google Trends enabled us to unfurl the 

captivating interplay between environmental conscientiousness and the mythical allure of horned

creatures, presenting a methodology that embodies the union of scientific diligence and tongue-

in-cheek charm.

IV. Results
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The results of our analysis revealed a striking correlation between the number of Associates 

degrees awarded in Natural Resources and Conservation and the frequency of Google searches 

for 'unicorns'. The correlation coefficient of 0.8749372 indicates a remarkably strong relationship

between these seemingly disparate variables. This finding suggests that there may be more to the 

human fascination with magical horned creatures than meets the eye, or should we say, than 

meets the horn!

The r-squared value of 0.7655151 further reinforces the robustness of this unearthed association. 

It is as if the allure of environmental stewardship and the enchantment of unicorns have engaged 

in a captivating pas de deux, leaving us researchers both bemused and intrigued by this 

unexpected dance of data.

The p-value of less than 0.01 accentuates the statistical significance of the correlation, affirming 

that this connection between pursuits of ecological knowledge and mythical creatures is not a 

mere flight of fancy. Our investigation underscores the statistical solidity of this correlation, 

infusing a touch of magic into the realm of empirical inquiry.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Fig. 1 further illustrates this compelling correlation, portraying a scatterplot that visually captures

the harmonious resonance between the pursuit of environmental education and the enchanting 

allure of unicorns. It compels one to ponder whether these two seemingly disparate pursuits are, 

in fact, not so different after all, and whether the pursuit of knowledge in the natural world may 

imbue a sense of wonder and imagination that extends beyond the tangible realm of ecosystems 

and conservation.

In conclusion, our analysis unearths a correlation that tickles the scientific fancy, beckoning us to

contemplate the mysterious ways in which human interests intertwine with statistical precision. 

This playful juxtaposition of scholarly pursuits and mythical infatuation fosters a lighthearted yet

intellectually stimulating inquiry into the enigmatic connection between Associates degrees in 

Natural Resources and Conservation and Google searches for 'unicorns'.

V. Discussion

The remarkable correlation uncovered in our investigation prompts contemplation on the 

whimsical intersection of academic pursuits and fanciful fascination. As we delve into this 

peculiar phenomenon, we find ourselves musing over the unexpected parallels between eco-

conscious learning and the enchanting allure of unicorns. Much like researchers seeking 

statistical significance, unicorn enthusiasts eagerly hunt for the elusive creature, hoping to 

capture a glimpse of its fantastical presence.

Our findings support prior research on the societal impact of environmental education, echoing 

the sentiment that a deep understanding of ecological systems may indeed spark a sense of 
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wonder and intrigue. Similarly, the literary works of Peter S. Beagle and Neil Gaiman offer 

literary escapades that invite readers to immerse themselves in enigmatic narratives, mirroring 

the enchanting allure of our uncovered correlation. Just as in the pursuit of statistical robustness, 

these cultural touchstones beckon us to embrace the magic woven into the fabric of empirical 

inquiry.

The quest for empirical evidence often mirrors the search for mythical creatures; both endeavors 

require patience, keen observation, and an unwavering commitment to unraveling mysteries. Our

statistical analysis, akin to a hunt for elusive unicorns, uncovers the captivating pas de deux 

between the pursuit of environmental knowledge and the enchantment of mythical beings. The 

statistical solidity of this correlation, while firmly grounded in empirical inquiry, adds a touch of 

magic to the scientific discourse, inviting a playful examination of the unexpected ways in which

human curiosity intertwines with statistical precision.

In this delightful juxtaposition of scholarly pursuits and mythical infatuation, our investigation 

sheds light on the tantalizing dance of data that transcends conventional academic paradigms. As 

we contemplate the harmonious resonance between eco-conscious learning and the enchanting 

allure of unicorns, we are reminded of the lighthearted yet intellectually stimulating inquiry that 

infuses a sense of wonder and imagination into the otherwise serious landscape of academic 

research.

VI. Conclusion
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In conclusion, our study has wrangled the statistical unicorn that embodies the correlation 

between Associates degrees awarded in Natural Resources and Conservation and Google 

searches for 'unicorns'. We have navigated this bewildering landscape of data and emerged with a

correlation coefficient of 0.8749372, a result as elusive and enchanting as the creatures 

themselves. The statistical significance with a p-value of less than 0.01 adds a delightful sparkle 

to our findings, affirming that this correlation is no mere flight of fancy.

Our journey through this whimsical correlation has raised more questions than it has provided 

answers. Does the pursuit of environmental knowledge foster a sense of wonder that extends to 

mythical realms, or are we witnessing a statistical mirage that teases our scientific sensibilities? 

The r-squared value of 0.7655151 further enthralls us with the robustness of this peculiar 

association, as if statistical rigor and a touch of magic have blended into an unexpected statistical

symphony.

Fig. 1, our visual foray into this statistical pas de deux, captures the enchanting resonance 

between the pursuit of ecological knowledge and the elusive allure of unicorns. It invites us to 

contemplate whether there is a deeper, metaphorical connection beyond the confines of our 

empirical study, or whether researchers are, in fact, secret admirers of mythical creatures.

While our findings provoke both bemusement and intellectual curiosity, it is clear that no more 

research is needed in this area. This correlation, like a mythical beast, has been unveiled in all its 

statistical glory, leaving us with a statistical mystery that will undoubtedly spark whimsical 

ponderings for years to come.
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