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Abstract

Ahoy, mateys! This paper delves into the unexpected relationship between the number of proofreaders in 
the landlocked state of Kansas and the frequency of pirate attacks across the seven seas. Using data 
from the Bureau of Larbor Statistics and Statista, our research team set sail to unravel this peculiar 
connection, and the findings are, well, quite a treasure trove! Our analysis revealed a striking correlation 
coefficient of 0.9140941, with a p-value of less than 0.01 for the years 2009 to 2020. This suggests a 
strong positive association between the two variables, indicating that as the number of proofreaders in 
Kansas increased, so did global pirate attacks. It appears that the old saying "the pen is mightier than the 
sword" might be more relevant to pirate life than previously thought. (Okay, that one might be a stretch, 
but bear with me, folks!) While it's easy to dismiss this as mere coincidence, our findings prompt further 
exploration into the underlying mechanisms of this curious phenomenon. Could it be that grammatically 
impeccable correspondences inadvertently provoke the ire of the seafaring scallywags? Or perhaps the 
increased attention to detail in Kansas inadvertently fuels the daring exploits of swashbuckling 
buccaneers worldwide? These questions warrant careful consideration, and our research opens the chest
to a rich array of intriguing possibilities. So, buckle your swashes and prepare for a bumpy ride through 
the uncharted waters of unlikely correlations. Our "proof" may not be as definitive as Blackbeard's flag, 
but it certainly adds a splash of humor and intrigue to the serious business of academic inquiry. Keep your
eye on the horizon for future studies, and remember: there's always more than meets the arrr!

Copyleft 2024 Institute of Innovation and Technology.  No rights reserved.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



1. Introduction

Ahoy  there,  fellow  academics  and
landlubbers  alike!  In  the  vast  ocean  of
academic  inquiry,  we  often  encounter
unexpected and perplexing phenomena that
defy conventional logic.  Our research sets
sail to explore one such enigma: the curious
connection  between  the  number  of
proofreaders in the heartland of Kansas and
the  incidence  of  pirate  attacks  across  the
globe.  As  we  delve  into  these  uncharted
waters, we hope to cast light on this peculiar
correlation and perhaps uncover a treasure
trove of insights.

Now, before you start  rolling your eyes at
the absurdity of  our inquiry,  let  me assure
you  that  we  take  this  investigation  as
seriously as a pirate takes his parrot. (And
yes, that's a dad joke. Just "parrot" with me
here.)  While  the  correlation  between
proofreaders  in  Kansas  and  global  pirate
attacks  may  seem  as  unlikely  as  finding
buried  treasure  under  a  pizza  parlor,  our
analysis  has  revealed  some  astonishing
findings that cannot be dismissed as mere
flotsam and jetsam.

Our  study  embarked on  this  quest  armed
with  data  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics and Statista, and we meticulously
combed through the figures to uncover any
patterns  or  relationships  between  these
seemingly  unrelated  variables.  Lo  and
behold, our analysis revealed a correlation
coefficient of 0.9140941, with a p-value that
would  make  even  the  most  skeptical  of
statisticians raise an eyebrow. (If you're not
impressed yet,  just  wait  until  we bring out
the binoculars  to navigate these statistical
seas.)

While the sight  of  proofreaders in  Kansas
and  marauding  pirates  may  seem  as
disparate as a mermaid and a satellite dish,
it  behooves  us  to  take  this  correlation
seriously and not simply dismiss it as a fluke
of  data.  As  the  saying  goes,  "Aye,  aye,

captain!"...  okay,  maybe that's not  really  a
saying,  but  you  get  the  idea.  It's  time  to
hoist the Jolly Roger of curiosity and set our
sails for deeper exploration.

So, as we embark on this scholarly voyage,
don your metaphorical pirate hat and brace
yourself for a journey filled with unexpected
twists  and  turns.  The  waters  may  be
choppy,  but  we're  determined  to  navigate
these uncharted territories and shed light on
the  unfathomable  connection  between
proofreaders  on  the  Great  Plains  and
swashbuckling  exploits  on  the  high  seas.
After all, what's academic research without
a  bit  of  adventure,  intrigue,  and  the
occasional dad joke?

2. Literature Review

In "Smith et al." the authors find that the role
of proofreaders in maintaining grammatical
standards is crucial in various professional
fields.  This  underscores the importance of
their meticulous work in upholding linguistic
precision  and  clarity.  Similarly,  "Doe  and
Richards"  posit  that  the  attention  to  detail
exhibited by proofreaders is instrumental in
ensuring accuracy and coherence in written
communication.

Now,  as  we  move  from  the  shores  of
conventional  literature  into  the  tumultuous
seas of our specific inquiry, it's important to
recognize  that  we're  venturing  into
uncharted  territories  of  correlation  and
causation. The linkage between the number
of  proofreaders  in  Kansas  and  the
frequency  of  pirate  attacks  globally  may
appear as improbable as finding a pirate's
favorite letter in the alphabet (it's not "R," it's
the "C"!)  But  fear  not,  landlubbers,  for  it's
precisely  the  unexpected  nature  of  this
association  that  beckons us  to explore  its
depths further.

In  the  world  of  non-fiction  books,  "The
Chicago Manual of Style" and "Eats, Shoots
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& Leaves"  offer  valuable  insights  into  the
minutiae of  grammatical  accuracy and the
art of punctuation. However, when it comes
to  the  unique  intersection  of  proofreading
and  pirate  lore,  one  might  find  oneself
combing  through  the  pages  of  "Pirates  of
the Caribbean: From the Magic Kingdom to
the  Movies"  and  "Blackbeard:  America's
Most Notorious Pirate" for even a whisper of
relevance. 

Speaking  of  pirates,  we  can't  ignore  the
influence  of  pop  culture  on  our
understanding  of  these  seafaring
scoundrels. Games like "Pirate's Cove" and
"Dead Men Tell No Tales" may not provide
scholarly evidence, but they do reinforce the
enduring  allure  of  piracy  in  our  collective
imagination. Plus, they give us an excuse to
exclaim,  "Arrr,  matey!"  at  academic
conferences, and who wouldn't want that?

Returning to the scholarly  realm,  it's  clear
that  the  link  between  proofreaders  in  the
American Midwest and global pirate activity
is a topic that demands a careful balancing
act. As we navigate these thematic waters,
we must remain vigilant against the sirens
of speculation and the treacherous shoals of
unwarranted assumptions. 

So, as we wade through the murky depths
of  this  seemingly  improbable  relationship,
let's keep our eyes peeled for insights that
might  just  shiver  our  timbers  and  unravel
the mystery. After all, the world of academic
inquiry  is  more than just  a sea of  serious
faces  and  somber  discussions;  it's  also  a
place  where  unexpected  connections  can
emerge like a ship from the fog, surprising
us all with their hidden treasures.

3. Our approach & methods

To  uncover  the  mysterious  relationship
between  the  number  of  proofreaders  in
Kansas and the frequency of pirate attacks
worldwide,  our research team employed a
combination  of  quantitative  analysis,

statistical modeling, and a sprinkle of pirate
lore.  This  eclectic  approach allowed us  to
not only crunch numbers but also navigate
the  tumultuous  waters  of  speculation  with
the finesse of a seasoned buccaneer.

We began by plundering the data from the
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  Statista,
scouring their virtual shores for information
on the employment  of  proofreaders  in  the
sunflower  state  and  historical  records  of
seaborne plundering activities. The trove of
data  spanning  the  years  2009  to  2020
provided  a  robust  foundation  for  our
inquiries and enough material to make even
the  most  stoic  economist  crack  a  smile.
(Okay, maybe that's a bit  of  a stretch, but
we  do  aim  to  keep  the  research  process
engaging!)

Next,  we charted our course for  statistical
analysis,  employing  sophisticated
techniques  to  wrangle  the  data  into
submission. Time series analysis was used
to  examine  the  temporal  patterns  of  both
proofreader  employment  in  Kansas  and
global pirate attacks, allowing us to discern
any  temporal  lags  or  synchronicities  that
might shed light on the underlying dynamics
of  this  unexpected  relationship.  We  then
unleashed the power of correlation analysis
to quantify the strength and direction of the
association  between  these  seemingly
disparate variables,  revealing a correlation
coefficient that would make even the most
steadfast sailor do a double take.

But  our  methodology  did  not  stop  at  the
shores of traditional statistical analysis. No,
we also dipped our proverbial toes into the
waters of qualitative exploration, delving into
historical accounts of pirate lore and folklore
to  uncover  any  hints  of  a  connection
between  the  meticulousness  of
proofreaders  and  the  audacity  of
swashbuckling  rogues.  This  qualitative
component  added a layer  of  depth  to  our
investigation,  allowing  us  to  weave  a
narrative  that  transcended  mere  numbers
and ventured into the realm of storytelling.
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(Because what's a research paper without a
bit of narrative flair, right?)

In  addition,  we  embraced  the  spirit  of
interdisciplinary  inquiry,  drawing  insights
from the fields of psychology, sociology, and
even  maritime  law  to  inform  our
understanding of the potential mechanisms
underpinning  the  relationship  between
proofreaders in Kansas and pirate activities
worldwide. While this may have seemed like
navigating through uncharted territories, our
multidisciplinary  approach  enabled  us  to
cast  a  wide  net  in  our  quest  for
understanding,  even  if  it  meant  straddling
the line between scholarly pursuits and the
occasional pirate pun.

4. Results

The analysis of the relationship between the
number  of  proofreaders  in  Kansas  and
global  pirate  attacks  from  2009  to  2020
revealed  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9140941,  indicating  a  strong  positive
association between the two variables. This
finding  suggests  that  as  the  number  of
proofreaders  in  Kansas  increased,  there
was a notable rise in the frequency of pirate
attacks across the globe. It appears that the
old  saying  "the  pen  is  mightier  than  the
sword"  might  have  some  seafaring
relevance  after  all.  (I  apologize  for  the
shameless pun, but I couldn't resist.)

The  r-squared  value  of  0.8355680  further
supports the robustness of this relationship,
indicating that approximately 83.56% of the
variation  in  global  pirate  attacks  can  be
explained by the number of proofreaders in
Kansas.  In  other  words,  the  presence  of
these meticulous individuals in the heartland
seems  to  be  eerily  connected  to  the
swashbuckling  adventures  on  distant
shores. It's almost as if the pen strokes of
the Midwest are somehow intertwined with
the cutlass swings on the high seas. (Okay,
I'll stop now.)

With  a  p-value  of  less  than  0.01,  our
findings are statistically significant, providing
compelling  evidence  for  the  unexpected
correlation  between  these  seemingly
unrelated variables. This suggests that the
likelihood  of  observing  such  a  strong
association by random chance is less than
1%,  making  it  highly  improbable  that  this
relationship is merely a fluke. The statistical
seas  have  spoken,  and  they  seem  to  be
whispering tales of  a curious link between
inland  grammarians  and  oceanic
marauders.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

To  visually  illustrate  this  remarkable
correlation,  we have included a scatterplot
(Fig.  1)  that  clearly  depicts  the  strong
positive relationship between the number of
proofreaders in  Kansas and pirate attacks
globally.  The  plot,  albeit  devoid  of  actual
pirate  ships,  graphically  portrays  the
surprising  connection  uncovered  in  our
analysis. (I promise I haven't buried a pun in
this paragraph... or have I?)

In summary, our research findings reveal an
intriguing  and  inexplicable  correlation
between  the  presence  of  proofreaders  in
Kansas and the incidence of pirate attacks
worldwide.  This  unanticipated  relationship
beckons  further  exploration  and  scrutiny,
enticing scholars to unravel the underlying
mechanisms  and  implications  of  this
improbable  association.  As  we  hoist  the
anchor  of  inquiry  and  chart  a  course  for
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future investigations, let's not be too quick
to dismiss the uncanny connection between
landlocked  wordsmiths  and  seafaring
scalawags. After all, in the vast expanse of
academic inquiry, stranger correlations have
yet to be discovered. Keep your telescopes
focused on the horizon,  and perhaps we'll
soon uncover the hidden "proof" behind this
unlikely tale.

5. Discussion

Our  findings  provide  compelling  evidence
for a remarkably strong correlation between
the number of proofreaders in Kansas and
global  pirate  attacks,  supporting  the
unexpected  hypothesis  that  there  may
indeed be a link between the two seemingly
disparate  entities.  While  it  may  seem  as
improbable as finding a treasure map in a
bottle  of  ink,  our  results  lend credence to
the notion that inland grammatical precision
might  influence the swashbuckling exploits
on  the  high  seas.  (I  couldn't  resist  -  pun
intended.)

Returning to  our  review of  prior  research,
we recall the significance of proofreaders in
maintaining  linguistic  precision  and  clarity,
as  highlighted  by  "Smith  et  al."  and  "Doe
and  Richards."  Our  findings  not  only
corroborate  this  importance  but  also
suggest  that  the meticulous work of  these
individuals  in  Kansas  might  inadvertently
stimulate  the  audacity  of  seafaring
marauders.  Who would  have  thought  that
the  art  of  grammatical  correctness  could
have  such  far-reaching,  and  piratical,
implications?

As we navigate through this uncharted sea
of  correlation  and  causation,  it  becomes
clear  that  the  unexpected  nature  of  this
association has captured the imagination of
scholars  and  swashbucklers  alike.  Our
statistical analysis, with a strong correlation
coefficient,  a  high  r-squared  value,  and  a
significant p-value, provides firm support for
the  veracity  of  this  unlikely  connection.  It

seems  that  the  odds  of  this  association
being a mere fluke are as slim as a pirate's
chance of finding buried treasure without a
map.

In light of these results, it's incumbent upon
the  academic  community  to  delve  deeper
into  the  underlying  mechanisms  of  this
peculiar  relationship.  Could  it  be  that  the
very act of meticulously proofreading written
communication  in  Kansas  unwittingly
provokes  the  ire  of  the  seafaring
scallywags?  Or  perhaps  the  increased
attention  to  detail  inadvertently  fuels  the
daring exploits of pirates worldwide, as if the
pen  strokes of  the  Midwest  are  somehow
intertwined with the cutlass swings on the
high seas? (Okay, I promise this will be the
last pun... for now.)

In conclusion, our study sheds light on an
unexpected  correlation  that  challenges
conventional  wisdom  and  prompts  further
exploration  into  the  intriguing  and
inexplicable  relationship  between  the
presence  of  inland  proofreaders  and  the
incidence of nautical plundering. The allure
of  this  mysterious  connection  beckons
scholars and amateurs alike to embark on
further investigation and examination. After
all, the world of academic inquiry is a vast
sea  of  possibilities,  where  unlikely
associations  can  emerge  like  a  ship  from
the fog,  surprising us all  with their  hidden
treasures.  Keep  your  compasses  pointed
toward curiosity, and who knows what other
unexpected  connections  may  yet  be
revealed.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has uncovered
a  remarkably  robust  and  statistically
significant relationship between the number
of proofreaders in Kansas and global pirate
attacks.  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9140941,  coupled with a p-value of  less
than  0.01,  suggests  a  strong  positive
association  between  these  two  seemingly
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disparate variables. It seems that the ink of
the  Midwestern  pen  is  indeed  intertwined
with  the  cutlasses  of  the  high  seas.  (I
promise this is the last pun... maybe.)

The  findings  of  our  study  may  initially
appear as improbable as finding a treasure
chest  in  a  library,  but  they  urge  further
investigation  and  contemplation.  The
implications  of  this  correlation,  while  not
entirely  clear  at  present,  offer  a  fertile
ground  for  future  scholarly  exploration.
Could it be that error-free texts inadvertently
provoke  the  ire  of  roving  buccaneers?  Or
perhaps  the  meticulousness  of  Kansas'
grammarians  unwittingly  fuels  the
audacious  exploits  of  pirates  worldwide?
The answers to these questions remain as
elusive  as  a  well-hidden  treasure  on  a
deserted island.

While  the  allure  of  this  unexpected  link
between an inland occupation and maritime
piracy may seem as baffling as a riddle in a
bottle,  it  underscores  the  importance  of
approaching  academic  research  with  an
open  mind  and  a  willingness  to  navigate
uncharted waters.  As we bid adieu to this
study, we encourage fellow scholars to keep
a  weather  eye  on  the  horizon  for  further
investigations  into  this  riveting
phenomenon.

In the spirit of academic rigour, it is crucial
to acknowledge the limitations of our study.
The  unidirectional  nature  of  our  analysis
precludes  us  from  establishing  causality
between  the  number  of  proofreaders  in
Kansas  and  global  pirate  attacks.
Additionally,  our  findings  do  not  elucidate
the  mechanisms  or  mediating  factors
underlying this curious correlation, leaving it
to  future researchers to delve deeper  into
these intriguing waters.

In light of these discoveries, it is with great
certainty,  and the occasional  groan-worthy
pun, that we assert: no further research is
needed in this area. The proof, much like a
band  of  pirates  in  a  grammar  class,  has

been found to be irrefutable. Let's sail forth
into  the  unexplored  realms  of  academic
inquiry,  armed  with  wit,  wisdom,  and  the
occasional surprise correlation. After all, as
the old maritime saying goes, "All's well that
ends well... unless you're a pirate, in which
case it's 'Arrr's well that ends well'!"

And with that, we bid you adieu, leaving you
with  the  undeniable  urge  to  sprinkle  your
conversations with pirate-themed puns. Fair
winds and following seas, me hearties!
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