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PRECARIOUS PROOFS: THE PUZZLING
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN KANSAS

PROOFREADERS AND GLOBAL PIRATE ATTACKS

Connor Hamilton, Anthony Travis, Gavin P Tompkins

Institute of Global Studies

In this study, we set out to explore the seemingly implausible link between the number of 
proofreaders in the state of Kansas and the occurrence of pirate attacks worldwide. Leveraging data 
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Statista, our research team undertook a thorough analysis 
spanning the years 2009 to 2020. Surprisingly, our findings revealed a striking correlation coefficient
of 0.9140941 and p < 0.01, suggesting a strong statistical connection between these seemingly 
unrelated phenomena. While a causal relationship may not have been established, our results prompt
further investigation into the intricacies of this curious correlation. We invite readers to join us on 
this whimsical journey where proofing meets plundering and numbers reveal the unexpected.

Ahoy,  fellow  academics  and  curious
minds! Welcome to the intriguing world of
"Precarious Proofs," where we embark on
a  scholarly  voyage  to  unravel  the
perplexing  connection  between  the
number  of  proofreaders  in  the  land  of
Kansas and the audacious acts of piracy
that unfold across the globe. It's a tale of
typos and treasure maps, of red pens and
Jolly  Rogers,  and  of  statistical
swashbuckling that will surely shiver your
timbers.

Now, you might be asking yourself, "What
in  the  name  of  William  Strunk  Jr.  and
Blackbeard's  beard  could  possibly  link
Kansas  proofreaders  to  maritime
marauders?"  Trust  me,  dear  reader,
you're  not  the  only  one  scratching  your
head  over  this  curious  conundrum.  But
fear not, for we're about to embark on a
scholarly quest that promises to be equal
parts enlightening and entertaining. 

In  the  annals  of  academic  inquiry,  few
studies have ventured into such whimsical

waters,  where  the  academia  of
grammatical  correctness  meets  the
skullduggery  of  seafaring  bandits.  Yet,
here we are, poised at the intersection of
English language precision and high-seas
hijinks,  ready to  decipher  the  enigmatic
dance  of  numbers,  correlations,  and
unexpected revelations.

As we delve into  this investigation,  let's
prepare to be dazzled and dumbfounded
in equal measure, for the findings we are
about to reveal may just leave you feeling
as  discombobulated  as  a  landlubber
caught in a storm. So, buckle up, don your
finest eye patch, and get ready to join us
on a quest where statistical oddities meet
the compass points of curiosity. It's time
to navigate the choppy seas of improbable
connections and set sail for the uncharted
territories  of  academic  amusement.  Off
we go!
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In the vast sea of academic literature, the
relationship between seemingly unrelated
phenomena  has  long  been  a  subject  of
fascination  and  inquiry.  While  much  of
scholarly  discourse  traditionally
gravitates  toward  more  conventional
pairings, such as supply and demand, or
cause and effect, a few daring souls have
dared to explore the uncharted waters of
whimsical  connections.  Among  these
intrepid explorers is Smith et al. (2015),
who, in their seminal work "Catching the
Elusive Correlation," navigated the murky
depths of statistical oddities and stumbled
upon the unexpected correlation between
the  consumption  of  hot  dogs  and  stock
market fluctuations.

Our own enigmatic journey into the abyss
of improbable connections brings us face
to  face  with  the  intersection  of  Kansas
proofreaders  and  global  pirate  attacks.
Before we delve into the rollicking waves
of our own findings, it is essential to first
survey  the  landscape  of  tangentially
related literature that has paved the way
for our unconventional expedition.

Turning  to  the  works  of  Doe  and Jones
(2018),  "Navigating  Nonsense:  A
Compendium of Curious Correlations," we
encounter  a  delightful  assortment  of
whimsical  juxtapositions,  from  the  price
of avocados to the length of presidential
speeches,  that  have  captivated  the
scholarly  imagination.  While  their  tome
primarily  focuses  on  correlations  within
the  domestic  sphere,  it  provides  a
valuable  framework for  approaching  the
unexpected,  laying  the  groundwork  for
our own acrobatic foray into the domain
of enigmatic oddities.

In "Taming the Wild Waves of Whimsy" by
Lorem  Ipsum  (2020),  the  author  waxes
poetic  about  the  capricious  nature  of
statistical  relationships,  likening  the
quest  for  improbable  connections  to  a
high-seas  adventure  fraught  with  both
peril and mirth. Drawing upon narratives
of  unlikely  pairings,  the  author  invites
readers to embrace the whimsical and the
wacky, as we embark on a journey where
probability meets piracy.

As we set sail into the realm of fiction, we
encounter works such as "Proofreading at
Dawn" by Agatha Readie (2016), a tale of
daring grammatical acrobatics set amidst
the  backdrop  of  swashbuckling
escapades.  The  protagonist's  uncanny
ability  to  sniff  out  errant  commas  and
misplaced modifiers  leads to  unintended
entanglements with ruthless buccaneers,
weaving  a  curious  narrative  that
resonates with our own improbable quest.

Adding  to  our  eclectic  repertoire,  the
enthralling  saga  of  "The  Plundering
Proofreader" by J.K. Rowling (1997) takes
us  on  a  spellbinding  journey  where  the
meticulous  scrutiny  of  written  text
becomes  entwined  with  grand  tales  of
treasure-hunting  and  marauding
miscreants.  As  the  protagonist  battles
run-on sentences and rogue apostrophes,
they  find  themselves  embroiled  in  high-
stakes  encounters  with  literary  ruffians,
creating  a  fanciful  tapestry  of  linguistic
rectitude  colliding  with  maritime
mayhem.

In the realm of cinemagic, our perusal of
tangentially  related  visual  narratives
leads  us  to  "Pirates  of  the  Proofread"
(2003), a cinematic romp that juxtaposes
the  meticulous  scrutiny  of  printed
material  with  the  audacious  exploits  of
seaborne  scallywags.  The  protagonist,
armed with red pen in hand, navigates the
choppy  seas  of  grammatical  precision
alongside  a  crew  of  swashbuckling
wordsmiths,  culminating  in  a  climactic
showdown  with  a  band  of  error-prone
brigands  on  a  remote  island  of  split
infinitives and misplaced modifiers.

And  so,  dear  reader,  as  we  prepare  to
untangle  the  enigmatic  web of  numbers
and nautical adventures, let us heed the
call  of  scholarly  merriment  and  embark
on  this  whimsical  journey  where
statistical oddities meet the high seas of
improbable connections. Set your course
for  laughter  and  learning,  for  the
rollicking waves of discovery await!

METHODOLOGY
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To  untangle  the  perplexing  web  of
connections  between  the  number  of
proofreaders  in  the  sunflower  state  and
the swashbuckling escapades of seafaring
scallywags,  our  research  methodology
employed a curious combination of  data
mining, linguistic analysis, and a touch of
seafaring savvy. Set against the backdrop
of cyberspace and the high seas, our data
collection journey involved both rigorous
scrutiny  and  jolly  cooperation  with
statistical sources.

Firstly,  we  scoured  the  digital  waves,
utilizing the bounty of information at our
fingertips.  We delved into the Bureau of
Labor  Statistics,  seeking  the  precise
count  of  grammar  guardians  residing
within the borders of Kansas. This pursuit
of literary scrutineers required a keen eye
and  a  knack  for  navigating  the
labyrinthine databases. It was a quest as
daunting  as  deciphering  an  ancient
treasure map, but with a few less digs in
the  sand  and  a  bit  more  reliance  on
technological trinkets.

Once the tally of proofreaders had been
unearthed,  we  ventured  into  the  vast
expanse  of  the  internet,  sailing  through
the tempestuous waters of the data sea to
uncover global statistics on pirate attacks.
Our  trusty  navigation  tools,  courtesy  of
Statista,  guided  us  through  the  murky
depths of historical accounts of maritime
mischief. It was a digital treasure hunt of
sorts,  with  an  astonishing  lack  of  eye
patches  but  an  overabundance  of  data
points.

With  the  data  treasure  unearthed,  we
turned to  statistical  analysis,  plundering
the tools of correlation and regression to
uncover  the  hidden  gems  within  our
findings.  Armed  with  the  legendary  R
programming  language,  we  charted  the
course  of  the  data,  seeking  the  elusive
signs  of  correlation  between  the
landlocked proofreaders and the far-flung
exploits of pirates. The methodology was
as intricate as tying a sailor's  knot  in  a
sentence  and  as  thrilling  as  a  daring
escape from a grammar gaffe.

Our  analysis  also  considered  potentially
confounding  variables,  including
geopolitical  factors,  economic indicators,
and historical trends in the art of piracy.
We sought to ensure that our exploration
of  this  linguistic  and  nautical  oddity
remained  as  robust  as  a  sturdy  ship
amidst a stormy sea of statistical whimsy.

Finally, we subjected our findings to peer
review, allowing esteemed scholars in the
fields  of  linguistics,  economics,  and
maritime history to weigh anchor on our
conclusions. By engaging in this scholarly
discourse,  we aimed  to  ensure  that  our
findings would stand the test of academic
scrutiny, much like a ship's hull resisting
the  relentless  onslaught  of  the  ocean
waves.

In  this  manner,  our  rigorous,  albeit
whimsical,  approach  allowed  us  to
navigate  the  seas  of  statistical  inquiry,
combining  digital  exploration,  linguistic
scrutiny, and a touch of high-seas flair to
unravel  the  conundrum  of  Kansas
proofreaders and global piracy. We invite
our fellow researchers to embark on this
scholarly escapade with us, as we set sail
towards  the  horizon  of  unlikely
correlations  and  academic  amusement.
Onward,  dear  colleagues,  towards  the
wondrous waters of statistical surprise!

RESULTS

The  results  of  our  analysis  revealed  a
surprising  and,  dare  we  say,
swashbuckling  correlation  between  the
number of proofreaders in Kansas and the
occurrence of pirate attacks globally. With
a correlation coefficient of 0.9140941 and
an r-squared of 0.8355680, it seems that
the  presence  of  meticulous  grammar
guardians  in  the  heartland  of  America
may indeed have some curious connection
to the maritime mischief of pirates on the
high  seas.  It's  a  statistical  saga  of
buccaneering proportions!

To illustrate this improbable correlation,
we present Fig. 1, a scatterplot depicting
the  remarkably  strong  relationship
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between  the  number  of  proofreaders  in
Kansas and the incidence of pirate attacks
worldwide.  As  you  can  see,  the  data
points form a rather convincing line that
leaves little doubt about the unexpected
connection  we  uncovered.  It's  as  if  the
punctuation police of Kansas are sending
a message to the marauding mariners out
at sea—perhaps a warning to "watch your
commas, or we'll seize your commas!"

But, of course, we must tread cautiously
when  interpreting  these  findings.  While
the  statistical  evidence  is  compelling,
establishing  a  causal  link  between
Kansas-based  proofreaders  and  global
pirate  activity  is  a  task  as  daunting  as
navigating the treacherous waters of the
Bermuda Triangle.  As scholars, we must
remain vigilant against jumping to hasty
conclusions,  especially  when  the
implications  are  as  peculiar  as  this
piratical punctuation puzzle.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our findings bring an element of levity to
the  traditionally  serious  realm  of
statistical  analysis,  prompting  us  to
ponder whether there might be a tongue-
in-cheek  relationship  between  copy
editing  in  the  heartland  and  maritime
marauding on the high seas. While it may
seem far-fetched, the numbers speak for
themselves, urging us to contemplate the
whimsical  ways  in  which  disparate
phenomena  may  be  more  intertwined
than we ever imagined.

In closing, our results offer a compelling
invitation  to  delve  deeper  into  the

enigmatic  connection  between  Kansas
proofreaders  and  global  pirate  attacks.
This scholarly escapade has taken us on a
journey filled with unexpected twists and
turns,  reminding  us  that  the  world  of
statistics  is  as  full  of  surprises  as  any
buried treasure. Join us as we set sail for
new  horizons  of  inquiry,  waving  our
literary  lances  and  brandishing  our
statistical  cutlasses  in  pursuit  of
knowledge that is as entertaining as it is
enlightening.  Onward,  mateys,  to  the
shores of scholarly merriment!

DISCUSSION

The  findings  of  our  study  have  led  us
down a whimsical rabbit hole of statistical
oddities, uncovering a correlation that is
as befuddling as it  is intriguing. Delving
back  into  the  realm  of  improbable
connections,  let  us  revisit  the  work  of
Smith et al. (2015) on hot dogs and stock
market fluctuations.  While their  findings
may have raised a few eyebrows, our own
discovery  of  the  association  between
Kansas  proofreaders  and  global  pirate
attacks seems to echo the sentiment that
unexpected  pairings  can  indeed  have
measurable connections. Who would have
thought  that  the  keen  eyes  of  Kansas-
based proofreaders could hold sway over
the high seas of piracy?

As we navigate the uncharted waters of
absurd  correlations,  our  results  add  a
splash of mirth to the scholarly discourse.
On a more serious note, our findings align
with the spirit of scholarship championed
by Doe and Jones  (2018),  who implored
researchers  to  embrace  the  whimsical
and the wacky. Our study not only heeds
this  call  but  also  raises  it  to  a
swashbuckling  crescendo,  underscoring
the  importance  of  exploring  the
unexpected  with  a  spirit  of  scholarly
merriment.

Moreover,  our  statistical  saga  lends
credence  to  Lorem  Ipsum's  (2020)
analogy  of  statistical  exploration  as  a
perilous high-seas adventure. Just as the
taming  of  wild  waves  requires  both
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caution  and courage,  our  foray  into  the
realm  of  improbable  connections
demands  a  delicate  balance  between
levity and scholarly rigor. Our surprising
correlation  underscores  the  capricious
nature of statistical relationships, inviting
fellow  researchers  to  embark  on  their
own literary  and  maritime escapades  in
pursuit of scholarly revelation.

Taking  a  more  literary  perspective,  our
findings  draw  curious  parallels  to  the
tales of "Proofreading at Dawn" (Agatha
Readie,  2016)  and  "The  Plundering
Proofreader" (J.K. Rowling, 1997). Just as
the  protagonists  of  these  narratives
inadvertently  stumble  into  unlikely
encounters with pirates,  our  study pries
open  the  Pandora's  box  of  improbable
connections,  revealing  the  thrilling  and
perplexing  intersection  of  grammatical
prowess and maritime mayhem.

Lastly,  our  results  serve  as  a  living
testament to the transformative power of
scholarly  investigation,  transcending  the
boundaries  of  conventional  wisdom  to
uncover  the  whimsical  and  the
extraordinary.  While  the merry dance of
punctuation  police  and  piratical
plunderers  may  seem  fantastical,  the
robust  statistical  evidence  offers  a
compelling  argument  for  further
exploration of this enigmatic correlation.

Amidst  the  waves  of  skepticism  and
laughter,  our  research  calls  upon  the
scholarly  community  to  embrace  the
humorous  and  the  absurd,  recognizing
that the pursuit of knowledge is as much
a delightfully nonsensical adventure as it
is  a  serious  endeavor.  With  this,  we set
our  sights  on  the  horizon  of  scholarly
merriment,  where  the  quirky  and  the
profound  converge  in  a  dance  of
statistical  astonishment  and  scholarly
jubilation.  Full  speed  ahead,  dear
colleagues,  for  the  grand  journey  of
whimsical discovery awaits!

CONCLUSION

Ahoy  there,  landlubbers  and  language
lovers! As we dock our statistical ship and
bid  adieu  to  this  rollicking  research
voyage, we find ourselves grappling with
the  peculiar  pairings  of  Kansas
proofreaders and global pirate escapades.
Our  findings  have  left  us  more  jumbled
than a jib sheet in a squall, yet undeniably
entertained  by  the  whimsical  dance  of
data we've uncovered.

It's clear that the allure of this statistical
salmagundi  lies  not  only  in  the  robust
correlation but also in the sheer audacity
of  its  implications.  Could  it  be  that  the
meticulous  markings  of  misplaced
modifiers  in  Kansas  are  reverberating
across the seven seas, causing havoc for
unsuspecting  pirates?  The notion  tickles
our  scholarly  sensibilities  in  ways  we
never anticipated.

As we hang up our academic tricorn hats
and draw the curtain on this merry skit of
statistical  serendipity,  we  do  so  with  a
twinkle  in  our  eyes  and  a  nod  to  the
enigmatic forces that drive such curious
connections.  For,  while  the  data  may
tantalize us with its improbable embrace,
it also beckons us to bid adieu to further
investigations of this whimsical affair.

In  the  words  of  the  great  Captain  Jack
Sparrow,  "Not  all  treasure  is  silver  and
gold, mate." Our scholarly treasure trove
may not be adorned with doubloons, but it
certainly  sparkles  with  the  gleeful
merriment  of  a  statistical  jest.  And  so,
dear  readers,  we  affirm  with  certainty
that no more research is needed in this
peculiar arena. We leave it to the annals
of scholarly lore, where the unlikely union
of  proofreading  prowess  and  pirate
pursuits will forever dance in the hearts
of  those  who  dare  to  revel  in  the
improbable.  Farewell,  and  may  your
academic  adventures  be  as  merry  as  a
mariner's shanty on a starlit night!
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