
The Journal of Hockey Criminology (2024) 39, 53-63

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

ELSERVER

Slap Shots and Car Theft: The Crosby-Stealing 
Connection

Caleb Hernandez, Amelia Tanner, Gabriel P Tate

Institute for Studies; Madison, Wisconsin

Abstract

This study explores the curious correlation between Career regular season goals scored by Sidney 
Crosby and Motor vehicle thefts in Hawaii. Utilizing data from the National Hockey League and the FBI 
Criminal Justice Information Services, we conducted an in-depth analysis spanning the years 2002 to 
2022. Our findings revealed a surprising correlation coefficient of 0.8768760 (p < 0.01), suggesting a 
potentially robust relationship between Crosby's achievements on the ice and the incidence of motor 
vehicle thefts in the tropical paradise of Hawaii. This research, though conducted with a healthy dose of 
skepticism and a wink to the absurd, underscores the need for further investigation into the whimsical 
world of hockey stats and their unexpected connections to crime patterns.
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1. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

The world of sports statistics and crime data
are  often  viewed  as  separate  domains,
seldom  thought  to  intersect.  Yet,  as
researchers, we are constantly compelled to
peel back the layers of seemingly disparate
phenomena  in  search  of  unexpected
correlations  and  connections,  much  like
peeling  back the layers  of  an  onion -  the
tears are real, and the resulting insights are
pungent.

In this spirit, we venture into the unexplored
territory  of  hockey  prowess  and  criminal
mischief,  aiming  to  shed  light  on  a
phenomenon that may seem as perplexing
as  a  zamboni  driver  attempting  figure
skating:  the  relationship  between  Career
regular  season  goals  scored  by  Sidney
Crosby and Motor vehicle thefts in Hawaii.
Yes, you heard that right - we are daring to
investigate  the Stanley  Cup-winning,  goal-
scoring  maestro's  impact  on  the  felonious
activities  involving  motor  vehicles  in  the
idyllic islands of Hawaii.
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As we embark on this odyssey of intellectual
curiosity, we cannot help but be reminded of
the immortal words of Arthur Conan Doyle's
Sherlock  Holmes,  who  once  said,  "It  is  a
capital mistake to theorize before one has
data." And data we have gathered, my dear
Watsons, from the hallowed archives of the
National Hockey League and the formidable
vaults  of  the  FBI  Criminal  Justice
Information  Services.  We  have  harnessed
these  troves  of  information,  wielding
statistical  tools  with  the  finesse  of  an
experienced hockey player wielding a stick,
to uncover patterns that may bewilder even
the most seasoned armchair statisticians.

Our objective in this research may appear
unconventional, akin to a goalie deciding to
join the rush, but we hold the firm belief that
within  the  confines  of  our  datasets  lie  a
wealth  of  knowledge  waiting  to  be
unearthed. So, we invite you to lace up your
skates, buckle your seatbelts,  and embark
on this  scholarly  journey as we tackle the
unexpected relationship  between  goals  on
the ice  and wheels  on the street.  Will  we
discover  a  strategical  hat  trick  of
correlations, or will this be little more than a
tangential  face-off  between  two  seemingly
incongruent  phenomena?  The  answers
forthcoming  are  as  unpredictable  as  a
deflection off the crossbar, and we relish the
challenge of deciphering the enigmatic link
between slap shots and car theft.

2. Literature Review

In  their  groundbreaking  work,  Smith  and
Doe  (2015)  examined  the  influence  of
professional  hockey  players'  statistical
performances on criminal activity in tropical
regions. The authors'  astute analysis shed
light  on the surprisingly  robust  association
between  goal-scoring  prowess  and  illicit
actions involving motor vehicles. Building on
these findings,  Jones et  al.  (2017)  delved
into  the  potential  impact  of  star  players'
career  achievements  on  crime  rates,

revealing  intriguing  patterns  that  warrant
further exploration.

Turning  to  the  broader  field  of  social
influence  and  human  behavior,
"Freakonomics"  by  Levitt  and  Dubner
(2015)  offers  a  compelling  perspective  on
the unexpected correlations that emerge in
complex  societal  interactions.  Their
fascinating  insights  prompt  us  to  consider
the  nuanced  interplay  between  seemingly
unrelated variables,  much like the intricate
maneuvers  of  a  skilled  playmaker  on  the
ice.

In the realm of fiction,  the classic mystery
novel  "The  Maltese  Falcon"  by  Dashiell
Hammett  (1930)  offers  a  captivating
portrayal of crime and intrigue, serving as a
reminder of the enigmatic connections that
can  surface  in  the  most  unexpected  of
circumstances. While not directly related to
the topic at hand, the novel's exploration of
clandestine dealings and hidden motivations
resonates with the spirit of our investigation.

In  a  departure  from  traditional  scholarly
sources,  this  study  draws  inspiration  from
the  animated  series  "Scooby-Doo,  Where
Are You!" (1969), where a group of intrepid
investigators  unravels  puzzling  mysteries
while navigating a world filled with eccentric
characters and curious plot twists. Much like
the escapades of Scooby and the gang, our
research  endeavors  to  unveil  the
unexpected threads that weave through the
tapestry  of  statistical  analysis  and
criminological phenomena.

As  we  traverse  the  diverse  landscape  of
literature and media, we are reminded of the
multifaceted  nature  of  human experiences
and  the  serendipitous  connections  that
emerge amidst seemingly unrelated realms.
With  these  varied  influences  in  mind,  we
approach our investigation with a blend of
scholarly  rigor  and  lighthearted  curiosity,
embracing  the  whimsical  potential  for
discovering  correlations  that  may  rival  the
most improbable of slap shots.
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3. Our approach & methods

METHODOLOGY

To unravel the enigmatic web of correlations
between  Sidney  Crosby's  career  regular
season  goals  and  motor  vehicle  thefts  in
Hawaii,  we  employed  a  methodological
approach as diverse and unexpected as a
hockey player opting for a career in ballet.
Our research was anchored in the collection
and harmonization of data from sources as
varied as the play styles of different teams
in the NHL.

Data Collection

In  gathering  the  necessary  data,  we
scoured the digital  landscape much like  a
forward  on  the  penalty  kill,  deftly
maneuvering  through  the  depths  of  the
National  Hockey League's  official  statistics
and  the  FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information
Services' crime records. Our data collection
process  was  as  meticulous  as  a
defenseman guarding the crease, spanning
the  years  2002  to  2022  to  capture  the
dynamics  of  Crosby's  career  and  the  ebb
and  flow  of  motor  vehicle  thefts  in  the
Hawaiian archipelago.

Statistical Analysis

Once  the  datasets  were  assembled,  our
statistical  analysis  followed  the  path  of  a
puck  in  a  high-stakes  game,  deftly
navigating  through  various  analytic  tools
and  methods.  We  calculated  correlation
coefficients, embracing the challenge much
like a goaltender  facing a breakaway,  and
applied  rigorous statistical  tests  to  discern
the  strength  and  significance  of  any
observed  relationships.  Our  search  for
patterns and connections was as strategic
as a power play, strategically positioning our
variables  to  uncover  any  unforeseen  links
between Crosby's goal-scoring prowess and
the nefarious activities swirling around the
motor vehicles of Hawaii.

Controlling for Confounding Variables

To ensure the robustness of our findings, we
endeavored  to  control  for  confounding
variables  that  could  potentially  muddy  the
waters of our analysis, much like a delayed
penalty  complicating  a  team's  defensive
strategy.  Factors  such  as  economic
conditions,  local  law  enforcement  efforts,
and societal shifts were considered with the
precision of a precision pass, as we sought
to isolate the unique influence of  Crosby's
on-ice  feats  on  the  occurrence  of  motor
vehicle thefts.

Sensitivity Analysis

In conducting sensitivity analysis, we delved
into  the  nuanced  interplay  between  our
chosen variables, probing the depths much
as  a  defenseman  probes  the  opponent's
offense. We examined the resilience of our
results  to  variations  in  data  inputs  and
statistical assumptions, as if scrutinizing the
durability of a well-crafted helmet in the heat
of a playoff battle.

Ethical Considerations

Throughout  our  study,  we  maintained  the
highest  ethical  standards,  ensuring  the
responsible  and  transparent  use  of  data
obtained  from  public  sources.  Just  as  a
player abides by the code of fair play on the
ice, we respected the privacy and integrity
of the individuals and institutions behind the
data, acknowledging their contributions with
the  same  reverence  as  a  team
acknowledging its loyal fans.

Limitations

4. Results

RESULTS

The analysis of the data collected revealed
an  intriguing  correlation  between  Career
regular  season  goals  scored  by  Sidney
Crosby and Motor vehicle thefts in Hawaii. A
Pearson correlation coefficient of 0.8768760

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



was calculated, indicating a strong positive
linear  relationship  between  the  two
variables.  This  significant  correlation  was
further supported by an r-squared value of
0.7689116,  suggesting  that  approximately
77% of the variability in motor vehicle thefts
in  Hawaii  can be explained by the career
regular  season  goals  scored  by  Sidney
Crosby.  In  other  words,  it  seems  that  as
Sidney  Crosby  scores  more  goals,  motor
vehicle thefts in Hawaii tend to increase in a
remarkably  coherent  manner,  or  perhaps,
one  might  say,  in  an  oddly  synchronized
fashion  reminiscent  of  a  well-executed
power play.

The  association  between  Crosby's  career
regular  season  goals  and  motor  vehicle
thefts  in  Hawaii  was  deemed  statistically
significant, with a p-value of less than 0.01.
Such  a  low  p-value  indicates  that  the
observed relationship is unlikely to be purely
a result of random chance, leaving us both
astonished  and  chuckling  at  the  curious
connection  we  uncovered.  Just  like  a
fortuitous  deflection  off  the  boards,  this
finding defies conventional wisdom, hinting
at  a  potential  link  that  demands  further
investigation. 

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In Figure 1, a scatterplot graphically depicts
the  stark  positive  correlation  between  the
career  regular  season  goals  scored  by
Sidney Crosby and the incidences of motor
vehicle thefts in Hawaii over the years 2002

to 2022. The plot echoes the very essence
of  causality  while  playing  a  whimsical
symphony of statistical relationship. It is as
if Crosby's goals and car thefts have formed
an unlikely  bond,  akin  to  the camaraderie
between  teammates  in  a  championship-
winning  hockey  squad,  albeit  in  a  rather
unconventional arena.

In light of these results, it is clear that there
is  more  to  Sidney  Crosby's  performances
on  the  ice  than  meets  the  eye.  The
implications  of  this  unexpected  correlation
stretch  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  rink
and  the  islands  of  Hawaii,  beckoning
researchers  and  aficionados  of  statistical
oddities  to  delve  deeper  into  the  intricate
web  of  intertwined  statistical  phenomena.
Further  investigation  into  this  unusual
connection  may  unveil  insights  that  go
beyond  the  domain  of  sports  and  crime,
potentially shedding light on the quirky and
capricious nature of statistical relationships
themselves. After all, as statisticians, we are
no  strangers  to  the  unexpected,  and  this
peculiar  discovery  only  serves  to
underscore  the  tantalizing  allure  of  the
unanticipated.

5. Discussion

The  delightful  dance  between  Sidney
Crosby's  career  regular  season goals  and
motor  vehicle  thefts  in  Hawaii  has
captivated  our  attention,  leading  to  an
intriguing discussion of the unexpected ties
that bind these seemingly disparate realms.
Our  findings,  while  astonishing  at  first
glance,  align  with  prior  research  that  has
probed  the  enigmatic  interplay  between
athletic  achievements  and  criminal
tendencies  in  tropical  locales.  Embracing
the whimsical spirit of statistical analysis, we
reap the fruits of our labor in uncovering a
compelling  correlation  that  transcends  the
boundaries of conventional wisdom.

Drawing from the scholarly works of Smith
and  Doe  (2015)  and  Jones  et  al.  (2017),
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who  navigated  the  uncharted  waters  of
sports  statistics  and  criminal  behavior,  we
find our results to be in harmony with their
revelatory  insights.  The  association
between Crosby's goal-scoring prowess and
the  incidence  of  motor  vehicle  thefts  in
Hawaii  echoes  the  profound  influence  of
athletic accomplishments on the perplexing
tapestry of criminal activity. As the pages of
Freakonomics  (Levitt  and  Dubner,  2015)
encourage  us  to  explore  the  intricate
nuances  of  societal  interactions,  our
discovery  adds  a  brilliant  stroke  to  the
canvas  of  unexpected  correlations,
reminiscent of a masterful play unfolding on
the ice.

In  reflecting  on  the  literature  review,  we
cannot help but acknowledge the profound
influence  of  surprising  connections  that
transcend  the  boundaries  of  conventional
scholarship.  The  curious  nod  to  "Scooby-
Doo, Where Are You!"  (1969) serves as a
delightful  reminder  of  the  whimsical
potential  for  uncovering  correlations  that
rival  the  most  improbable  of  slap  shots,
underscoring  the  multifaceted  nature  of
statistical  analysis  and  the  unanticipated
revelations it can yield.

The  statistical  relationship  between
Crosby's  goals  and  car  thefts  in  Hawaii,
demonstrated  by  a  robust  correlation
coefficient  and  a  strikingly  low  p-value,
defies the expectations of the conventional
wisdom,  much  like  a  well-executed  power
play  portfolio  confounds  the  ordinary
investor.  As  we  continue  to  navigate  the
playful  symphony  of  statistical  wizardry,  it
becomes evident that the implications of our
discovery extend well  beyond the confines
of  sports  and  crime.  Our  journey  through
this intriguing territory leads us to reconsider
the  capricious  nature  of  statistical
relationships, hinting at untold insights that
lurk  beneath  the  seductive  allure  of
unanticipated  correlations.  Just  like  a
fortuitous  deflection  off  the  boards,  this
finding beckons us to venture deeper  into
the  whimsical  fabric  of  statistical  analysis,

inviting us to revel in the delightful absurdity
that  underscores  the  very  essence  of
scientific inquiry.

In the vein of a true scholarly pursuit, we are
compelled  to  recognize  the  fascinating
coterie  of  statistical  oddities  that  unfold,
much  like  the  unfolding  mystery  in  "The
Maltese Falcon" (Hammett, 1930), hinting at
enigmatic  connections  that  surface  in  the
most  unexpected of  circumstances.  As we
partake  in  this  whimsical  journey  of
discovery, it becomes clear that the peculiar
bond  between  Crosby's  goals  and  motor
vehicle thefts in Hawaii offers a captivating
glimpse  into  the  uncharted  territories  of
statistical  absurdity,  and  we  eagerly
encourage  fellow  researchers  to  embrace
the  spontaneity  of  statistical  relationships,
for the enchanting riddles they may unravel
are  as  alluring  as  the  most  elusive  of
hockey pucks.

6. Conclusion

CONCLUSION

As we bring the curtains down on our quest
to  unravel  the  captivating  correlation
between  Career  regular  season  goals
scored by Sidney Crosby and Motor vehicle
thefts  in  Hawaii,  we  find  ourselves  in  a
whirlwind of  statistical  astonishment and a
hint of bemusement. The robust correlation
coefficient  of  0.8768760,  akin  to  the
precision of a well-executed wrist shot, has
left  us  momentarily  dazed  by  the
unexpected synchronicity between Crosby's
goal-scoring  prowess  and  the  unfortunate
rise  in  motor  vehicle  thefts.  It  seems that
Crosby's ability to find the back of the net
has  translated  into  a  rather  surprising
impact on the streets of Hawaii, reminiscent
of  a  bizarre  play  in  an  eccentric  game
where, without any apparent connection, the
puck ends up in the net. However, as much
as we are tempted to speculate endlessly
on the whimsy of statistical relationships, we
must exercise caution and resist the urge to
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extrapolate  beyond  our  findings.  It  would
appear that no more research is needed in
this  rather  quirky  area  of  study.  After  all,
even in the world of academic research, one
must recognize when to hang up the skates
and  call  it  a  game  –  or  in  this  case,  a
definitive  statistical  oddity.  Let  this
conclusion serve as a puck that has finally
found  its  rightful  home,  resting  in  the
categorical  net  of  certitude:  the  curious
correlation between Sidney Crosby's goals
and motor vehicle thefts in Hawaii has been
thoroughly  explored,  and  any  further
investigation might be skating on thin ice.

Our research is not without limitations, and 
we acknowledge that our findings may be 
subject to the same unpredictability that 
pervades a sudden death overtime. The 
inherent constraints of observational data 
and the potential for unmeasured variables 
to influence our results loom large, 
reminding us that the pursuit of knowledge 
is as tumultuous as a game of hockey itself.

In conclusion, our methodology reflects the 
fusion of scientific rigor and an unapologetic
sense of curiosity, mirroring the pulse of 
discovery that drives researchers to explore 
the unlikeliest of connections. As we present
our findings, we invite fellow scholars and 
enthusiasts of the peculiar to join us in this 
expedition, celebrating the thrill of 
unraveling mysteries with the spirit of 
inquiry, the precision of a well-executed toe 
drag, and the occasional post-game 
cheeseburger.
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