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Abstract

This study delves into the curious correlation between the popularity of the first name Jackson and the 
frequency of UFO sightings in California. Utilizing data from the US Social Security Administration and the
National UFO Reporting Center from 1975 to 2021, our research team sought to address this enigmatic 
association. Our findings revealed a startling correlation coefficient of 0.9611715 with a significance level 
of p < 0.01, suggesting a statistically robust connection between the two variables. Remarkably, as the 
popularity of the name Jackson soared, so did the reports of unconventional aerial phenomena in the 
Golden State, leading to speculations that extraterrestrial entities might have a peculiar affinity for 
individuals bearing this moniker. This research not only sheds light on an unusual correlation but also 
invites further investigation into the inexplicable link between popular names and extraterrestrial 
visitations.
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1. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

The realm of statistical analysis often leads
researchers  down  unexpected  paths,
unveiling intriguing connections and peculiar
patterns hidden within data. In this study, we

embark on a whimsical  journey to explore
the correlation between the popularity of the
first  name  Jackson  and  the  frequency  of
UFO  sightings  in  the  sunny  state  of
California.  While  this  seemingly  disparate
pair may initially incite a skeptical eyebrow
raise,  our  investigation  delves  into  the
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statistical  depths  to  unravel  this  peculiar
mystery.

One  cannot  help  but  ponder  the  peculiar
allure of the name Jackson. From music to
pop culture, this appellation has carved its
place in the annals of renowned monikers,
gracing  the  likes  of  musical  legends  and
cinematic  heroes.  Yet,  our  curiosity  is
piqued as we venture beyond the realms of
popular  culture  and  into  the  celestial
unknown  –  the  perplexing  world  of  UFO
sightings.

The Golden State, with its scenic coastlines
and  palm-fringed  landscapes,  has  long
been  a  hotspot  for  UFO  enthusiasts  and
bewildered  onlookers  alike.  The  enigmatic
allure  of  the  California  skies  has  drawn
countless  gazes  skyward,  with  reports  of
unidentified aerial phenomena leaving both
skeptics  and  enthusiasts  scratching  their
heads.

Amidst this curious backdrop, our research
team has endeavored to unravel the cryptic
bond  between  the  name  Jackson  and
extraterrestrial encounters. Armed with data
from the US Social Security Administration
and  the  National  UFO  Reporting  Center
spanning  over  four  decades,  we  seek  to
shed light on this captivating correlation.

Stay tuned, dear reader, as we embark on a
journey  through  the  statistical  cosmos,
where the peculiar and the profound collide
in  an  enthralling  dance  of  data  and
discovery. Prepare to set sail on a voyage
through the curious cosmos of names and
UFOs,  where  statistical  analyses  meet
celestial mysteries. The stars, it seems, may
hold more than just enigmatic orbs – they
might  also  harbor  a  penchant  for  peculiar
names.

2. Literature Review

In  their  probing  exploration  of  unusual
correlations,  Smith  and  Doe  (2010)  drew
attention  to  the  intertwining  of  societal

trends and unexplained phenomena.  Their
work,  "Statistical  Serendipity:  Uncovering
Astonishing  Associations,"  laid  the
groundwork  for  uncovering  unexpected
connections  within  disparate  datasets.
Jones (2015) further ventured into the realm
of statistical anomalies in their study "Data
Doppelgängers:  Unearthing  Surprising
Symmetries,"  shedding  light  on  the
perplexing  relationships  that  lurk  beneath
the surface of commonplace data.

Transitioning  from  the  serious  to  the
whimsical,  we  turn  our  attention  to  non-
fiction  works  that  have  delved  into  the
realms  of  UFO  encounters  and  intriguing
names.  "UFOs:  Generals,  Pilots,  and
Government  Officials  Go  on  the  Record"
(Kean,  2010)  provides  a  comprehensive
exploration  of  UFO  sightings,  while  "The
Name  Book:  Over  10,000  Names  -  Their
Meanings,  Origins,  and  Spiritual
Significance" (Turner, 2016) delves into the
fascinating world of names and their cultural
significance.

Expanding our literary lens to include fiction
that  might  tangentially  relate  to  our
investigation, we encounter works such as
"Children  of  the  Mind"  (Card,  1996)  and
"The  War  of  the  Worlds"  (Wells,  1898).
While  these  titles  veer  into  the  realm  of
speculative  fiction,  their  themes  of
extraterrestrial  encounters  and  societal
impact  spark  curious  parallels  with  our
research.

In  addition  to  literary  works,  cinematic
narratives  have  also  danced  along  the
periphery  of  UFO  phenomena,  offering
captivating  glimpses  into  the  unknown.
"Close  Encounters  of  the  Third  Kind"  and
"Men in Black" both beckon viewers into the
thrilling  world  of  extraterrestrial  visitations,
serving  as  whimsical  companions  to  our
investigation.

As we navigate this  whimsical  odyssey of
curiosity  and  statistical  exploration,  it
becomes  apparent  that  the  intersection  of
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popular  names and UFO sightings unveils
an  unexpected  tapestry  of  whimsy  and
wonder.  The peculiar  relationship  between
the  name  Jackson  and  unconventional
aerial sightings in California beckons us to
unveil  the  enthralling  mysteries  that  lurk
within the intersection of statistical analysis
and cosmic enigmas.

3. Our approach & methods

METHODOLOGY

Data Collection

Our research team embarked on a quest to
gather  an  eclectic  array  of  data  sources
from  the  enigmatic  realms  of  names  and
unidentified  flying  objects.  Leveraging  the
vast expanse of the internet, we scoured the
US  Social  Security  Administration's
database to procure the popularity trends of
the first name Jackson from 1975 to 2021.
As  we  delved  into  the  annals  of  name
statistics, the allure of this moniker began to
unravel before our very eyes. Through the
use  of  complex  algorithms  and
technologically  sophisticated  spreadsheets
(okay,  maybe just  Excel),  we meticulously
documented the ebb and flow of Jacksons
throughout the decades.

In parallel, our intrepid team dived into the
murky depths of UFO sightings, harnessing
data  from  the  National  UFO  Reporting
Center.  With  the  fervor  of  conspiracy
theorists  and the precision of  statisticians,
we meticulously cataloged the sightings of
unidentified aerial phenomena in the radiant
skies  of  California.  The  sheer  diversity  of
reported  encounters,  ranging  from fleeting
moments  to  otherworldly  abductions,
painted  a  colorful  tapestry  of  celestial
intrigue.

Data Analysis

Having  amassed  our  trove  of  data,  we
sought to unravel the enigmatic connection
between the popularity of the name Jackson

and  the  prevalence  of  UFO  sightings  in
California.  Employing  a  combination  of
statistical  tools  and  the  occasional  crystal
ball  (for  ambiance),  we set  out  to analyze
the  temporal  patterns  and  potential
correlations. Embracing the wondrous world
of  regression  analysis,  we  navigated
through the sea of data points, charting the
celestial odyssey of Jacksons and UFOs.

Regression models, resembling the intricate
constellations  in  the  night  sky,  were
constructed  to  tease  out  the  underlying
association  between  these  seemingly
unrelated  variables.  Our  analysis,  akin  to
unraveling  a  cosmic  enigma,  yielded  a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9611715,
hermetically sealed with a significance level
of  p  <  0.01.  This  statistical  revelation
unveiled  an  unparalleled  association
between the popularity of the name Jackson
and the frequency of UFO sightings, setting
the stage for bewilderment and speculation.

Control Groups

To ensure the robustness of our findings, we
heeded the prudent call for control groups.
Expanding our statistical canvas beyond the
confines  of  mere  mortal  names,  we
ventured  into  the  fabled  territories  of
antiquated  appellations  and  futuristic
monikers  alike.  With  names  spanning  the
spectrum of obscurity and vogue, we sought
to validate the uniqueness of the Jackson-
UFO  nexus.  The  versatile  ensemble  of
control  groups,  ranging  from  Aarons  to
Zebediahs,  contributed  to  the  holistic
assessment of our peculiar correlation.

Limitations

As  with  any  quest  into  the  uncharted
territories  of  statistical  exploration,  our
expedition  encountered  its  fair  share  of
lurking limitations. The reliance on reported
UFO  sightings,  entrenched  within  the
nebulous  realm  of  subjective  experiences
and  unverified  anecdotes,  presents  an
inherent challenge to the objectivity of  our
analysis. Moreover, the multifaceted nature
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of  names and their  cultural  nuances adds
an  additional  layer  of  complexity  to  our
findings, urging caution in the interpretation
of our peculiar correlation.

In this whimsical voyage through statistical
marvels  and  cosmic  spectacles,  our
methodology stands as a testament to the
enduring endeavor of unraveling enigmatic
connections.  From  data  delving  to
regression wrangling, our analytical odyssey
paves  the  way  for  further  exploration  into
the curious cosmos of names and UFOs. As
we bid adieu to the methodology phase, the
statistical stars beckon – daring us to chase
the  restless  winds  of  correlation  and
causation,  where  the  peculiar  and  the
profound intertwine in an enthralling dance
of data and discovery.

4. Results

Our  foray  into  the  statistical  cosmos  has
yielded  intriguing  findings  regarding  the
correlation  between  the  popularity  of  the
first  name  Jackson  and  the  frequency  of
UFO  sightings  in  California.  The  Pearson
correlation coefficient of 0.9611715 and an
r-squared  value  of  0.9238506  indicate  a
remarkably  strong  and  statistically
significant  relationship  between  these
seemingly  unrelated  variables,  with  a
significance  level  of  p  <  0.01.  The
scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  visually  depicts  this
robust  correlation,  showcasing  a  striking
alignment between the ascent of the name
Jackson's  popularity  and  the  surge  in
reported  UFO  sightings  in  California  over
the time period from 1975 to 2021.

The  data  deluge  reveals  an  uncanny
synchronicity between the ebb and flow of
the  name  Jackson's  prominence  and  the
fluctuating frequency of UFO encounters in
the  Golden  State.  As  the  name  Jackson
soared to new heights of vogue, so too did
the  reports  of  unconventional  celestial
exploits,  leaving  researchers  and
enthusiasts  alike  in  a  state  of  cosmic

intrigue. While causation cannot be inferred
from correlation alone, the robust statistical
relationship  prompts  contemplation  on  the
possibility  of  extraterrestrial  entities
exhibiting  a  curious  predilection  for
individuals bearing this moniker.

The  implications  of  these  findings  extend
beyond  the  statistical  realm,  inviting
contemplation  and  bemusement  as  we
ponder  the  mysterious  interplay  between
popular  appellations  and  celestial
phenomena.  As  we  navigate  this  curious
confluence  of  name  popularity  and  UFO
sightings,  we  are  reminded  that  statistical
analyses  can  lead  us  down  unexpected
celestial pathways, where the peculiar and
the  profound  intertwine  in  an  enthralling
dance of data and discovery.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  light  of  these  results,  the  alluring
mystique  of  the  name  Jackson  and  its
potential  association  with  extraterrestrial
encounters  beckons  further  exploration,
beckoning us to pierce the celestial veil and
seek answers to this enigmatic correlation.
This  research  not  only  tantalizes  the
statistical  palate  but  also  beckons  us  to
ponder  the  whimsical  whims  of  statistical
fate and cosmic caprice.

In  the  words  of  the  illustrious  William
Shakespeare, "The fault, dear researchers,
is not in our stars, but in our data." And in
this  case,  the  stars  seem  to  have  a
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particular  fascination  with  the  name
Jackson!

5. Discussion

The  findings  of  our  study  corroborate  the
previous  research  that  delved  into
unexpected  connections  within  disparate
datasets. This investigation aligns with the
framework  laid  out  by  Smith  and  Doe  in
their  pioneering  work,  "Statistical
Serendipity:  Uncovering  Astonishing
Associations."  The  striking  correlation
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Jackson  and  UFO  sightings  in  California
indeed qualifies as one of these astonishing
associations, shedding light on the profound
intertwining  of  societal  trends  and
unexplained phenomena.

While our study may appear whimsical in its
focus  on  the  popularity  of  a  name  and
extraterrestrial  sightings,  it  serves  as  a
testament  to  the  unexpected  symmetries
that  can  emerge  from  rigorous  statistical
analysis. In a nod to Jones' work on "Data
Doppelgängers:  Unearthing  Surprising
Symmetries,"  we  have  uncovered  a
surprising symmetry between the ascent of
the name Jackson and the surge in reported
UFO sightings in California.

Moreover,  the literary works and cinematic
narratives  tangentially  related  to  our
investigation,  while  seemingly  fanciful,
underscore  the  curious  parallels  with  our
research. Just as these creative endeavors
have  offered  captivating  glimpses  into  the
enigmatic  world  of  extraterrestrial
visitations,  our  statistical  analysis  has
unveiled an unexpected tapestry of whimsy
and  wonder  within  the  intersection  of
popular names and UFO sightings.

Our  intriguing  findings  not  only  align  with
prior  statistical  serendipity  but  also  invite
contemplation on the possibility of a deeper,
inexplicable connection between the name
Jackson  and  extraterrestrial  encounters.

The  alluring  mystique  of  this  association
beckons  further  investigation  into  the
cosmic caprice that seems to have cast  a
peculiar fascination with the name Jackson
among celestial entities.

As our wanderings in the realms of data and
discovery have demonstrated, the world of
statistical  analysis  can  lead  us  down
unexpected  celestial  pathways,  where  the
peculiar  and the profound intertwine in  an
enthralling  dance  of  data  and  discovery.
Thus, the correlation between the popularity
of the name Jackson and UFO sightings in
California,  while  initially  whimsical  in  its
appearance,  serves as a testament to the
profound and inexplicable connections that
may emerge from the rigorous analysis of
seemingly unrelated phenomena.

In  conclusion,  the  statistical  cosmos  has
once again proven to be a stage where the
peculiar  and  whimsical  unveil  astonishing
associations,  inviting  researchers  to  gaze
upon the stars and the data they hold with
curiosity and contemplation.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  into  the
correlation  between  the  popularity  of  the
name  Jackson  and  UFO  sightings  in
California has unveiled a statistically robust
and remarkably strong relationship between
these  seemingly  disparate  variables.  The
unprecedented  Pearson  correlation
coefficient of 0.9611715 and a tantalizingly
high r-squared value of 0.9238506 have left
us contemplating the cosmic conundrum of
celestial sightings and familiar appellations.
As the name Jackson ascended to meteoric
levels  of  vogue,  it  seems to  have  carried
with it  an otherworldly  allure  that  beckons
pondering  of  potential  extraterrestrial
affinities.

While  this  peculiar  correlation  raises
eyebrows  and  invites  speculation,  it  also
underscores  the  whimsical  nature  of
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statistical exploration. Our findings not only
tickle  the  statistical  fancy  but  also  elicit  a
cosmic  chuckle,  leaving  us  to  ponder  the
capricious capers of the statistical cosmos.
It appears that the stars have aligned, quite
literally, in favor of the name Jackson, and
their celestial fascination knows no bounds.

However,  in  the  spirit  of  scientific  inquiry
and statistical  decorum,  it  is  imperative  to
acknowledge the limitations of correlational
studies.  While  our  findings  beckon  further
investigation,  we  must  bid  adieu  to  this
particular  line  of  inquiry,  asserting  that  no
more research is warranted in this area. It
seems that the cosmic tapestry of statistical
connections  has  woven  a  peculiar  pattern
linking  name  popularity  and  celestial
sightings, leaving us in a state of statistical
stargazing.  As  the  curtain  falls  on  this
puzzling correlation, we are reminded that in
the realm of  statistical  exploration,  truth is
indeed often stranger than fiction.

In the immortal  words of  the cosmic bard,
David Bowie, "Look out your window, I can
see his light. If we can sparkle, he may land
tonight."  And  for  those  named  Jackson,
perhaps the celestial spark of statistical fate
shines a little brighter.
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