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Abstract

This study investigates the intriguing relationship between
the number of college computer science teachers in the
state of New Mexico and the publication of XKCD
comics with a focus on romance from 2007 to 2022.
Leveraging data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and
employing advanced Al analysis of the popular webcomic
XKCD, our research team identified a statistically
significant correlation coefficient of 0.8266996 with p <
0.01. Our findings provide compelling evidence that
suggests a curious alignment between the presence of
computer science educators and the comical musings of
XKCD regarding matters of the heart. The implications of
these results are sure to spark lively discussions among
researchers, educators, and comic enthusiasts alike.

1. Introduction

In the world of academic research, it is not
uncommon to stumble upon and investigate unusual
correlations that might seem, at first glance, as
unlikely as finding a USB drive in a box of
abandoned floppy disks. Yet, as scholars, it is our
duty to explore the wuncharted territories of
knowledge, even if it means traversing the wild and
wacky terrain of seemingly unrelated phenomena.

In this vein, our research delves into the peculiar
intersection of college computer science teachers in
the Land of Enchantment, also known as New
Mexico, and the whimsical world of XKCD comics,
specifically those touching upon matters of the heart.
Much like the digital avatars navigating the labyrinth
of code, we embarked on a quest to unravel any
potential connections between these distinct realms,
armed with statistical compasses and data-scouring
algorithms.

At first blush, the concept of linking computer
science educators with online comics about romance
might prompt a raised eyebrow or a skeptical
Snort[1]. However, beneath the surface, it unveils a
riveting adventure, teeming with possibilities and
surprises - not unlike stumbling upon a secret level
in a classic video game.

As the digital era continues to unfold, manifesting
new modes of communication and sparking peculiar
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cultural reverberations, it becomes increasingly
evident that phenomena previously deemed
unrelated may, in fact, be entangled in a web of
unseen influences. In this light, we present our
findings, aiming to shed light on the enigmatic
correlation between the pedagogical landscape of
computer science instruction in the state of New
Mexico and the lighthearted scribblings of XKCD
regarding matters of the heart.

2. Literature Review

The number of college computer science teachers in
New Mexico and its connection to the frequency of
XKCD comics published about romance has
attracted a surprising amount of attention in recent
years among researchers and enthusiasts alike. Smith
et al. (2015) delved into the demographics of
computer science faculty in various states, but
stopped shy of exploring any potential link to online
comic publications, let alone those centering on
matters of the heart. Doe (2017) further investigated
the impact of educational staff on regional cultural
production, yet conspicuously omitted any mention
of XKCD's musings on love and technology.

Turning attention to the broader contextual
landscape, Jones (2019) offered a comprehensive
assessment of societal trends in the digital age, but
curiously skirted the intricacies of webcomics’
representation of romantic themes, leaving a notable
gap in the scholarly dialogue.

Stepping into the literary arena, "Algorithms to Live
By: The Computer Science of Human Decisions," by
Brian Christian and Tom Griffiths, proposes
intriguing parallels between computer algorithms
and human decision-making, hinting at the potential
convergence of these themes with XKCD's light-
hearted commentary on love. In a similar vein,
"Coding Freedom: The Ethics and Aesthetics of
Hacking" by E. Gabriella Coleman subtly echoes the
theme of digital culture's influence on human
connections, though it inexplicably veers away from
analyzing its potential imprint on webcomics about
romance.

Branching into fictional realms with a whimsical
ambiance, "Ready Player One" by Ernest Cline spins
a tale of virtual reality and gaming culture, harboring

hidden resonances with the quest-like nature of our
investigation. Meanwhile, Douglas Adams’ "The
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy" delivers a cosmic
narrative, playfully mirrored by the cosmic dance
between academia and webcomics in our research.

Sneaking into the territory of online phenomena, the
meme "I Can Has Cheezburger?" bears a comical
semblance to the themes explored in XKCD, albeit
with a feline twist. Simultaneously, the "This is
Fine" dog meme captures the essence of navigating
through unexpected correlations in scholarly
pursuits, perfectly encapsulating the juxtaposition of
chaos and nonchalance in our quest for scholarly
whimsy.

The convergence of these seemingly disparate
elements illuminates a rich tapestry of connections,
inviting further exploration into the intersection of
academia, comics, and cultural dynamics, which lies
at the heart of our current investigation.

3. Methodology

As we embarked on our quest to uncover the
mysterious link between the number of college
computer science teachers in New Mexico and
romance-themed XKCD comics, our methodology
harnessed a blend of conventional statistical analysis
and some unorthodox techniques, not unlike
juggling floppy disks and USB drives while
navigating through a digital labyrinth.

Data Collection:

The first step in our odyssey involved gathering data
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), which
provided us with comprehensive information on the
employment trends of computer science educators in
the state of New Mexico from 2007 to 2022. These
numbers, much like lines of code in a complex
program, formed the foundation of our investigation.

Simultaneously, we delved into the anarchic world
of XKCD, employing advanced Al algorithms to
scrutinize over a decade's worth of comics,
identifying those with a particular emphasis on
matters of the heart. We affectionately refer to this
process as '"romantic comic strip mining." This
involved careful consideration of the nuanced
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themes within each comic, from pixelated
professions of love to binary banter on relationships.

Data Integration:

An essential aspect of our approach involved
weaving together the disparate strands of statistical
analysis and comic interpretation. We utilized
intricate AT models to sift through the XKCD
corpus, extracting and categorizing each comic to
discern its thematic nuances. Our algorithms
approached this task with a sense of humor, often
quipping about the tangled web we were weaving as
we integrated these digital threads.

Statistical Analysis:

Once we had amassed a trove of data from both the
BLS and XKCD, we cast our statistical nets to
ensnare any potential correlations. Employing robust
correlation analysis, we calculated the correlation
coefficient between the number of college computer
science teachers in New Mexico and the prevalence
of romance-themed XKCD comics. This rigorous
statistical crunching, akin to debugging a complex
program, revealed a surprising level of association
that could not be dismissed as mere chance.

Insightful Interpretation and Thematic Chaos:

Emerging from the sea of data, we found ourselves
amidst a whirlwind of thematic chaos, where
comedic musings on love and the sobering realities
of employment statistics collided in a spectacular
display of intellectual fireworks. Amidst this
tempest, we discerned patterns that ventured beyond
mere coincidence, as though the ones and zeros of
computer science and the illustrated pixels of XKCD
had conspired to reveal a deeper truth.

Ultimately, our multifaceted methodology served as
a robust compass, guiding us through the whimsical
and sometimes tumultuous terrain of academia,
leaving no expectation unchallenged and no data
point unturned. This approach enabled us to uncover
a compelling correlation that may, in time, inspire a
chuckle from even the most skeptical observers.

4. Results

The analysis of the data revealed a noteworthy
correlation between the number of college computer

science teachers in New Mexico and the abundance
of XKCD comics focused on romance. The
correlation coefficient, calculated to be 0.8266996,
indicates a strong positive relationship between
these seemingly disparate variables. This result was
further supported by an r-squared value of
0.6834322, signifying that approximately 68.34% of
the variance in the frequency of romance-themed
XKCD comics can be explained by the number of
college computer science teachers in New Mexico.

Notably, the significance level (p < 0.01)
underscores the robustness of the observed
correlation, providing compelling evidence that
warrants further investigation into the curious
connection between these domains. Fig. 1 depicts a
scatterplot illustrating the striking alignment
between the variables, showcasing the compelling
nature of this relationship.

While the statistical rigor of our findings cannot be
understated, it is important to recognize the inherent
humor and serendipity embedded within this
discovery. It appears that even in the realm of
academia, unexpected connections can emerge,
much like finding a hidden Easter egg in a complex
computer program.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The implications of these results extend far beyond
the confines of traditional research and academia,
and are likely to incite spirited discussions that
venture beyond the binary realms of data and delve
into the entertaining and whimsical world of comic
musings. The intersection between the practical
domain of education and the comedic expressions of
XKCD prompts contemplation of the ways in which
the digital age has woven unlikely threads together,
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much like a cleverly crafted plot twist in a graphic
novel.

In conclusion, our study presents compelling
evidence of a statistically significant correlation
between the number of college computer science
teachers in New Mexico and the prevalence of
romance-themed XKCD comics, inviting further
exploration into the intricate tapestry of influences
that shape contemporary cultural phenomena.

5. Discussion

The robustness of the correlation observed in our
study provides strong support for the curious
interplay between the presence of college computer
science teachers in New Mexico and the publication
frequency of romance-themed XKCD comics. This
finding aligns with the prior works of Smith et al.
(2015) and Doe (2017), who hinted at the potential
influence of educational staff on regional cultural
production without quite realizing they were on the
cusp of uncovering the unexpected synergy between
academia and web-based comic musings. The
idiosyncrasies of Jones (2019) in skirting the
representation of romantic themes in webcomics
only seem to add a deeper layer of intrigue to the
connection we have unearthed.

Moreover, the serendipitous resonances identified in
our results bring to mind the whimsical ambiance of
Douglas Adams’ "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the
Galaxy". As Adams playfully intertwined cosmic
narratives, our findings weave a cosmic dance
between academia and webcomics, revealing
unexpected correlations in scholarly pursuits that
would fit right into the pages of a science fiction
rom-com.

The statistical significance (p < 0.01) of our
observed correlation underscores the robustness of
our findings, but it also beckons the recognition of
the delightfully unexpected nature of our discovery.
It is as if we stumbled upon a hidden Easter egg in a
complex computer program, teasing us with a mix of
amusement and intellectual satisfaction. This study
serves as a reminder that even in the sometimes
austere realm of academia, there are hidden layers of
whimsy waiting to be unveiled, not unlike the
surprise twist in a graphic novel.

Our findings open the door to a diverse array of
discussions, venturing beyond the constraints of data
and embracing the entertaining and whimsical world
of comic musings. The unexpected merging of the
practical domain of education with the light-hearted
expressions of XKCD prompts contemplation of the
ways in which the digital age has woven unlikely
threads together, akin to a cleverly crafted plot twist
in a graphic novel. It is as though we have stumbled
upon the fabled "I Can Has Cheezburger?" of
scholarly research, simultaneously comical and
profound in its revelations.

The delightful and incongruous connections our
study has unearthed stand as a testament to the rich
tapestry of influences that weave through our
contemporary  cultural = phenomena, inviting
continued exploration into the unexpected and
entertaining intersections of academia, comics, and
cultural dynamics.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has unearthed a
remarkable correlation between the pedagogical
landscape of computer science in New Mexico and
the lighthearted musings of romance-themed XKCD
comics. The robust statistical evidence presented in
this study, akin to a well-crafted punchline,
underscores the unexpected interplay between these
seemingly unrelated domains. It seems that even in
the realm of academia, the universe enjoys a good
joke, weaving unexpected narratives like a skilled
improv comedian.

While the implications of this study might sound as
unlikely as encountering a "404 Not Found" in the
midst of an engaging webcomic saga, our findings
urge further exploration into the unconventional
intersections that define our digital era. It is as
though the whimsical saga of academia and comic
relief has converged in a delightful crescendo,
prompting contemplation of the interconnectedness
of seemingly incongruous phenomena. However,
with the undeniable evidence unveiled by our study,
it seems that this particular comedic chapter can be
considered closed. There are no more sequels or
spin-offs required in this area of research — the
punchline has been delivered, and it is one that is
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sure to leave the audience chuckling for some time
to come.
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